Naaman the Leper

Cast: Narrator, Naaman, Naaman’s wife, the servant girl, the King of Israel, Elisha, Elisha’s servant, Naaman’s soldiers

Narrator: 
At the time when Elisha was alive, Syria, a country to the north of Israel was very strong. Syria’s armies often beat the Israel army and people from Israel were captured and made into slaves. The leader of this strong army was a man called Naaman. Naaman was very powerful and very strong, but he was a leper.

The servant girl (to Naaman’s wife): 
It is a pity that Naaman doesn’t live in my country. In Israel we have a prophet called Elisha. God would cure the leprosy if Elisha asked him to.

Naaman’s wife (to Naaman): 
Wonderful news! There is a prophet in Israel who would cure you.

Naaman: 
But we are at war with Israel. How could we get the prophet to pray for me? I know I will ask my King and he can ask the King of Israel, and I will take lots of money to pay the prophet, and an army of men so that they know I am important.

Narrator: 
So the King of Syria wrote to the King of Israel.

King of Israel: 
What a disaster! Listen to this letter. “I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you can cure him of leprosy.” I can’t cure anyone. Help!! The King of Syria will attack us if we don’t cure him.

Elisha’s servant: 
Why are you upset? Do you not know that Elisha is God’s prophet? Send Naaman to Elisha, and then Naaman will know that our God is the one true God.

King of Israel (to Naaman): 
You must go to our prophet Elisha. He will cure you.

Narrator: 
So Naaman and his soldiers traveled to Elisha’s house, but when he knocked on the door Elisha sent his servant to answer.

Elisha’s servant: 
Elisha says you are to go and wash yourself seven times in the river Jordan.

Naaman: 
What an insult!! I am important. Elisha should come and talk to me himself. And I will not wash in the Jordan. We have much better rivers in Syria than that muddy little river.

Elisha’s servant: 
It is your choice, but if you want to be cured that is what Elisha says you must do.

Naaman’s soldiers: 
Sir, if Elisha had asked you to do something hard you would have done it. Why not try this easy thing?

Narrator: 
Naaman listened to his soldiers and went and washed in the River Jordan. After he had washed seven times, the leprosy had disappeared.

Naaman: 
I must go back and pay the prophet. I know now that there is no other God but this one.

Narrator: 
So Naaman went back to Elisha’s house. This time Elisha came out to meet him.

Naaman: 
Your God has cured me. Please let me give you all this gold.

Elisha: 
I will not take a single coin. God cured you. He does not get paid.

Naaman: 
Then I will worship the God of Israel for all the rest of my life. I know now that he is the only true God.

