
Well, depending on who 
you ask, 2011 is the Year of 
the Rabbit in the Chinese 
calendar, the Year of the 
Cat in the Vietnamese 
calendar, and, according 
to the United Nations, the 
Year of Forests and the Year 
of Chemistry. It has been 
called the Year of the Bible 
as it marks 400 years since 
the completion of the 
King James Bible and, 
in an attempt to curb 
child obesity, the Wall 
Street Journal is try-
ing to promote 2011 
as the Year of the 
Vegetable!
At St John’s the Pastoral Care 
team has identified a theme 
each year to focus us as a com-
munity of faith. !e initial 
suggestion for 2011 was the 
Year of Giving. But after some 
discussion it was felt that as 
Christians we are both givers 
and receivers.  So it was settled; 
2011 (at St John’s at least) is to 
be the Year of Sharing.

As with many aspects of 
our living, our patterns 
of sharing ought to echo 
those shown by God, most 
significantly in the person 
of Jesus Christ. God has 
shared in our human situa-
tion and shares with us the 
glory of the Kingdom of 
Heaven through the for-
giveness of sins (Colossians 
1:12).
Genuine sharing subverts dis-
torted power dynamics. When 
one gives something to an-
other it can be easy for subtle 
power imbalances to creep in 
and rob our humanity; feelings 

of self-righteousness 
by one, feelings of 

obligation by the other. 
If we dare to open up to 

genuine, back-and-forth 
sharing, together as people 

and as communities, we all 
share in the dignity God has 

afforded us.
Together may we feel the im-

pulse of the Spirit for exploring 
throughout the year this theme 

of sharing.
!e peace of Christ be yours.

Allister Lane

-

-

-

Rob Anderson
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2011 Year of ..?

What’s happening at St. John’s

Editorial - Safer than the Known WayKupu Whakapono

March

Wednesday 2, 5:30pm 
Session

!ursday 3, 7.30am  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

Tuesday 8, 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Breakfast

Wednesday 8, 
Ash Wednesday Service at  
St Mary of the Angels

!ursday 9, 
ESL Study Group

Sunday 13, 10:00pm 
Quarterly Communion

Wednesday 16 , 5:30pm 
Council

!ursday 17, 7:30am  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Sunday 19, 11:00am 
Picnic Church

Tuesday 22, 
Women’s Association

!ursday 24, 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast  
and ESL Study Group

Sunday 27, 
Morning Tea in St John’s 
Centre after morning service
!ursday 31, 7.30am  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast

April

Wednesday 6, 5:30pm 
Session

!ursday 7, 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast  
and ESL Study Group

Sunday 10, 10:00pm 
Monthly Communion

Sunday 10, 7:00pm 
Scots College Easter Service
Sunday 17, 10:00am 
Palm Sunday
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May

Wednesday 4 , 5.30pm 
Session

!ursday 5, 
ESL Study Group

Sunday 8, 10:00pm 
Monthly Communion

!ursday 12, 7:30pm 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Wednesday 18, 5:30pm 
Council

!ursday 19, 
ESL Study Group

Sunday 22, 
Pastoral Care Lunch
Tuesday 24, 
Women’s Association

!ursday 26, 7:30pm 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast

!ursday 29, 7.30am  
Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Sunday 24, 10:00am 
Easter Sunday
!ursday 28, 7:30am 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast
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At last year’s General Assembly a new Confession of Faith and Subordinate Standard was 
approved. This has been 10 years in the making. The Westminster Confession of Faith and 
Short and Long Catechisms adopted in 1646 will still be part of our Presbyterian heritage. The 
supreme standard of our church is the Word of God.

Monday 18, 
Monday Night Service
Tuesday 19, 
Women’s Association  
 Easter Service 
Tuesday Night Service
Wednesday 20, 
Wednesday Night Service 
Council
!ursday 21, 
Maundy !ursday Service
Friday 22, 
Good Friday Service

Holy Week
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Group Hug!!!

Grace gets Around

Main Stage

Mainstage on Sunday Evening

 Lance, Hyden and Yoon

Session Update

Around the Bays and 40 Days Photos from Parachute 2011

Congratulations

On behalf of Session, our very 
best wishes for the year ahead.

Year 
of  Sharing

Paul Ramsay

I had the wonderful privilege to 
take part in the Around the Bays 
Half Marathon recently.  It was 
a great opportunity for me to test 
myself to see if I was fit enough 
to run the distance without stop-
ping.  

Looking back at 2010 I would never have 
thought it possible to run more than 
5km.  !e latter months of 2010 found 
me strenuously running up and down hills 
around Karori, stretching, pulling muscles, 
finding muscles that I never knew existed 
and literally pushing myself beyond, what 
people call, the ‘wall’.  At times I wanted to 
give up.  At times I did give up.  At times I 
improved. At times things seemed worst.  I 
can now say that I have completed, with-
out collapsing, a half marathon.  
Paul in 2 Tim 4:6-8 says this ‘As for me, 
the hour has come for me to be sacrificed; 
the time is here for me to leave this life. 
I have done my best in the race, I have 
run the full distance, I have kept the faith. 
And now the prize of victory is waiting 
for me, the crown of righteousness which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give 
me on the Day--and not only to me, but 
to all those who wait with love for him to 
appear.’  !roughout his epistles Paul uses 
the running and racing image at least nine 
times.
Paul tells us about the race of faith.  !is 
race will require training and preparation.  
It will require us to eat the right food and 
to rest when we are tired.  !ere will be 
times when we will want to give up; when 
we’ve had enough.  Paul encourages us to 

work on our endurance and not to give up 
on our faith as soon as it gets too hard.  He 
encourages us to be disciplined in our faith 
and our following Christ. He also tells us 
that this race is better run as a community, 
where we can encourage each other when 
the going gets tough.
!is year, as for every year, we are called 
to continue the endurance race of faith.  
However let’s remember we don’t have to 
run this race alone.  As a community of 
faith, St John’s has many home groups and 
study groups where we can encourage and 
support each other.  Examples of these 
groups are the English as a second lan-
guage study group and wine and theology.  
It is also a community that provides pas-
toral care, through many different facets, 
to those who are wounded on the journey, 
for example, pastoral meals, prayer support, 
working bees and the delivering of meals.  
As the race of faith takes us towards the 
season of Lent, we as a community will 
study the meaning of Sabbath.  !is will be 
an opportunity to build our faith endur-
ance and our community supportiveness.  
It will be a wonderful opportunity to learn 
more about the race we are running and 
the reason for it.  Most importantly this 
study will help us see the finish line.  
As we run the race of faith this year, let’s 
do it together, let’s grow in our endurance 
and work through the ups and downs and 
like Paul cry out ‘I have done my best!’
Yours in Christ  
Stuart  Simpson
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-

-

-

Martin Baker, PCANZ Assembly Secretary
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Bert Shiels celebrates his 90th Birhtday

Call 0900 73 327 to make a $20 donation to the
Red Cross Canterbury Earthquake Appeal
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Visiting Scholar in Christian Theology
St John’s is to sponsor, in partnership with Victoria University, an 
annual Visiting Scholar programme, similar to the Burns Lecture 
Series sponsored by the University of Otago.  This will strengthen 
and expand the goals of the Lectureship and St John’s partnership 
with Victoria University.  

-

-

-

-

St John’s 
Lectureship 
at Victoria 
University 

Dr Chris Marshall



St John’s Lectureship at VUW
Our forefathers in the Presbyterian Church of Scotland, from the 
time of the reformation and as the Church  migrated throughout 
the world, laid great emphasis on education; both the theological 
teaching of its ministers and its members and the general educa-
tion of  its children in school. 

 

St John’s Lecture Series
The Outreach Committee is 
delighted to announce that Dr 
Chris Marshall will be giving 
a series of six lectures on ‘Jesus 
and the Gospels’ at St John’s in 
the latter half of 2011.  

-

-
-

-



Visiting Scholar in Christian Theology
St John’s is to sponsor, in partnership with Victoria University, an 
annual Visiting Scholar programme, similar to the Burns Lecture 
Series sponsored by the University of Otago.  This will strengthen 
and expand the goals of the Lectureship and St John’s partnership 
with Victoria University.  

-

-

-

-

St John’s 
Lectureship 
at Victoria 
University 

Dr Chris Marshall


