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N presenting the annual report, it is our first duby, to acknow-
E ledge with gratitude the goodness of God toward us as a con-
gregation in the privileges and blessings we have enjoyed, and in-the
tokens of His presence and power amongst us. The congregation
hag made quiet, steady progress; and there hag been no division
amongst us, no discord, but unity and harmony. We trust also
there has been 2 healthy growth of Church life. Some blanks,
however have been made in our ranks ; some vemovaly by death.

- We have to mourn the Joss of some whom God has taken ; but we
are consoled with the thought that cur loss is their gain.

We have 0 report an increase both in the numbers and re-
sources of the congregation, In the membership there is an
inereage of 30 ; the number on the communion roll last year
being 220 ; this year, 250. Nearly all the sittings in the body of
the church ave let, and & considerable number in the gallery. AS
each quarterly communion about 170 sat down together at the
Lord's Table. The growth of the congregation mecessitated an
increase in the eldership. At the request of the Session the con-
grogation elected six additional elders, of whom fowr accepted
office, viz, Mesars Robert Hopkirk, John Young, Duncan
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Matheson, and James Todd. There is now a staff of ten elders
asgociated with the pastor in the spiritual oversight of the
congrogation. The elders visit their districts before each quarterly
communion. They are also in readiness ab all times to visit
cages of sickmess or otherwise to attend to the spiritual con-
cerns of the families in their respective districts. They take
part also in the weekly servico on Wednegday evenings, and in the
work of the Sunday schools. Any cases of sickness should at
onee be reported to the elders or to the minister.-

It is to be regretted that with the increased attendance at the
services on the Lord’s Day there has not been a corresponding
attendance at the weekly prayer meeting. Surely more out of
so large a congregation might avail themselves of - this oppor-
tunity of meeting together in the midst of the cares and duties of
daily life for Christian worship and fellowship. )

The two Sunday Schools, as-will be gathered from the specml '

reports to be read, aro in a satisfactory condition, In . the Willis-

street school, superintended by Mr. ¥ Frager, 269 children are in -

attendance, including an infant class of about 60 ; these are
taught by 21 teachers. In the Mount Cook schools, superin-
tended by Mr. Alexander Hopkirk, there are 210 in aitendance,
ineluding 67 in the infant class; and theve iy a stafl of 22
teachers. The schools are examined at least once a year in the
course of Bible lessons for the previous six months ; and also in
the Shorter Catechism. Prizes are awarded to scholars according
to merit. By these examinations a stimulus is given both to
teachers and seholars in their work, and a wholesome rivalry is
maintained.

The Young Men's Bille Class, which meets in the managers’
room on Sunday afterncons at 2.30, is very efficiently taught by
Mr. Thomas McKenzie, who has conducted that class now for
many years, Not a few of those young men who st one time or
another attended that class are now members of the Church, and

engaged in Sunday school work. - The senior girle’ olass is ably
taught by Miss McEachern. These classes are feeders to the
teaching power in the sehoel, and having been lately drawn upon
for that purpose they need &lling up.

For several months the minister had Bible classes on Thurs-
day evenings—a young women’s from 7 to 8 o'clack, and a young
men’s from 8 to 8 o’clock. The classes were suspended for a few
weeks at the end of the year, but are to be resumed. It is im-
portant to hiave the young thoronghly instructed in the knowledge
of God’'s Word, and to have their hearts and lives Imbued with
ity Divine principles and precepts.

A Band of Hope has been natituted in connection with the
Sunday Schools. The meetings are well attended, and are made
both interesting aud instruective by addresses on femperance and
kindred subjects. _

The Young Men’s Literary Soclefy continued its meetings in
the manager’s rcom on Tuesday evenings tll the end of November,
when it adjourned for a three months’ vacation. It resumes its
work early in Mazeh, it is hoped with an inerease of members,
and with fresh life and spirit.

The Choir continues under the efficient leadership of Mr. Ray-
mond. We have to regret the loss of geveral of the more promi-
nent members by their removal to other parts of the colony.
Their places are not easily supplied. But while the Choir haslosg,
it hag also gained one or two members, whom we are glad to
welcome. It is, however, very desirable that more would come
forward who have a good voice and a knowledge of musie, and assist
in improving the psalmody of the church. It is also very impor-
tant that the Cholr should maintain regular practice, and that the
members should all attend the practice. -

The revenue of the church shows & considerable increase. - The
ordinary Sunday collections amount to £550; last year, £502;
showing an increase over lagt year of £48, The seat rents this
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year asmount to £446; last year £364; increase, £82. The
special collections for the Assembly schemes are about the same as
last year, viz, £95. The total (£1091), shows an increase in the
revenue of the Church over last year of £130. In addition to
the ordivary revenue, about £1073 was raised in lguidation of
the debt on the church. This sum added to the revenue males
a total of about £2100 contributed by the congregation during
the year. .

At the ecommenceinent of the year there was a debt on the
church of £2000 ; that amount is reduced by £1000.

At a congregational meeting a proposal was submitted to
erect on the unocoupied part of the mange acre a new mansge for
the Minister. The congregation cordially sanctioned the proposal,
and the managevs are now taking steps to carry it into effect.
Arrangements have been made so that this undertaking shall
impose no additional liability on the reveuue of the Church for at
leagt the first year.

In connection with the new manse scheme we have to
acknowledge a very kind offer on the part of George Hunter,
Eng., M.ILR,, of 2 piece of land adjoining the Church on whick
o ercct the manse. Mr. Hunter being under the impression that
the congregation had to buy a site, offered this on the sole condi-
tion that the money which would have been spent on the purchase
should be put into the building, to make it so much the more a
comfortable and commodious residence for the minister. It was
a gererous thought, genevously -expvesged. The congregation,
however, having an admivable site in 'Woolcombe-street, where
the old manse stands, and there being ample space for another,
the managers thought it preferable to erect the new manse on the
manse acre. The site therefore so handsomely offered, not being
used for the purpose for which it was offered, reverts to Mr.
Hunter. But the congregation will feel no less indebied to him
for his generous intention.

_w?-......_..miﬁ;% :
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The managers have gratefully to acknowledge a bequest of
£100 by the late Alexander Sutherland, Esq., of Lyell'’s Bay, an
old and respected member of the congregation. This sum has
been appropriated toward the reduction of the debt on the Church,

#n accordance with the will of the donor.

They have also gratefully to acknowledge receipt of a bequest
of £50 from the late Hon, W. B, Rhodes for educational purposes
in the congregation. Ths trustess of the Chureh, fo whom this
bequest was made, have set it apart to increase the Sunday
Hchool Library,

The (leneral Assembly of our Church, which met in Welling-
ton, in December, 1877, resolved to ingtitute a susbentation fund

- for the better support of the Ministry of the Church, In many

districts where population is sparse the congregations are small,
and Divine ordinances could not be maintained, except by help
from without. I is a Seriptural principle that the strong should
help the wealz; that congregations which are larger and wealthier
should asgist those which are smalier and weaker. This fund iy
designed to effect that object. 1t i3 to be raised by monthly or
quarterly subseriptions from members and adlherents in the various
congregations of the Church. The office bearers are aboub to

visit the congregation to veceive the names of thoge who are -

willing to become contyibutors to the fund.

In a city so large and so rapidly increasing as this there is
meed for some special effort being made in addition fo the ordinary
Church agencies to maintain the influences of veligion in the
hearts and homes of the people. Numbers fall away from atbend-
ance at Church, and lapse into utter neglect of religious ordinances
and duties. Hence the need of special missionary effort. 'We
are fovtunate in having amongst us one who has peculiar gifls for
this work, and who in the old counfry had some experience in if;
we refer to Mr. Robert Hopkirk, one of the recently appointed
elders. Ttis proposed to empley him as a city missionary in
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THRE

Willis Street Preshyterian Safbath School,

FOR THE TEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER, i873.
M et

HE close of another year brings round the time for presenting

our Arnual Report. By the good hand of God upon us we

are still able to say that our work iy prosﬁering, and for this we

would record our thankfulness, and pray that He WouH still
prosper our work,

ATTENDANCE. -

We have pleasure in reporting that the number of scholars hag

_ increased during the year; there is now a total of 269 on the roll

—133 boys, and 136 girls, with an average attendance each

Sabbath of 155, The largest number that assembled in one day
was 187.

TescEERs AND OFFICE-BEARERS.

‘We regr 8 y : i
Ve r gret the lo'ss of six of our teachers during the year from
vartous causes, their vlaces have been taken by four new ones,

thus leaving us two short of the namber reported. last year, viz,

23. There are besides the teachers two librarians, a secrotary,
and superintendent, thus making the staff of workers 95,

SENIOR GIRLS CLASS.

The formation of this Important class, which was suggested in
our last report, has been aceomplished ; the class, which consists
of eight scholars, is ably taught by Miss McEachern.

15

ENFANT OLASS.

This class, which numbers 60, with an average attendance of
40, is still taught by Mr. J. Hopkirk, who is doing & good work,
as a large number during the year have been drafted from it
into higher classes.

TREATS.

The annual treat of the school was held as usual on the 22nd
of January, but, owing to the inclemency of the weather, the out-
door sports had to be dispensed with, The children asserabled in
the school in the evening, when the prizes were distributed to the
suaccessful scholars in the examination.

EXAMINATION.

The examination on the “Life of St Paul” and the shorter

catechism, was bheld on the 30th January, thirteen scholars coming -

forward for the « Life of St. Paul,” to eight of whom prizes were
awarded. For the examination on the shorter catechizm 36 came
forward ; prizes were awarded to 12 of the number. [Eight of the
younger scholars were examined in the Mother’s Catechism, six
of whom obtained prizes.

The result of the examination may be econsidered very sasis-
factory, the competition in some cases was very keen, and in some
ingtances a5 many as three and four were equal.

SPECIAL ADDRESSES AND COLLECTIONS.

The only special addvess delivered during the year was in con
nection with the Amnniversary of the Church, when our pastor
preached a special sermon for the yoim‘g, which was listened to
with marked attention by the scholars.

The collections in aid of the ¢ Dayspring” were made ag usual
by the children of both schools. £14 17s. was obtained by the
children attending Willis Street school. The teachers, knowing
that there were objections to collecting the money by eards as
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formerly, decided to, in future, make a gpecial collection on the
firgt Bunday in each month on behalf of the mission ship. Itis
%0 be hoped that this will be successful from a financial point of
view.

_ BAND OF HOPE.

At a meeting of feachers held in October it was decided to
establish a Band of Hope in connection with the schools, all
teachers who wexre pledged abutainers to be members of Committee.
We are glad to veport that this has beer successfully started,
The roll numbers 105, The meetings, which are well attended,
are held every Friday evening from 7 to 8.

LIBRARY,

The library, which consists of 450 volumes, i3 well patroniged
by the scholars. This number will ghortly be increased, £10 of
the late Hon, W, B. Rhodey’s donation has been devoted to the
purchase of additional bocks. The books have been ordered from
the Sunday School Union, Londoen, '

In conclusion, we again acknowledge the goodness of God in
leading us hitherto, and pray that He would grant us grace and
strength to continue our efforts in this good work, locking fex the
blessing in His own good time and way.

J. B, FRASER,

Superintendent Willis Street School.
WM. MILLER,
 Becretary Willis Street School.
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SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

oF :
8t Foh's Branch Schoot, Mount Gook.
e e e e
W E have much pleasure in snbmitting this the Seventh Annual

i Report of the Branch School, the past year having been
one of presperity ; and on behalf of the teachers and ocurselves,

_desire to record our thankfulness to CGlod for the success which

has attended our labors.

The meetings of the schocl are now held in the large Govern-
ment Schoolroom, Taranaki Street, called the Mount Cook, which
has proved very cormodious and convenient for the purpose.
On. this account our school will in fature be known by that name.

The attendance of children throughout the year has been good,
and at the close there were upwards of 210 on the books—-95 girls
and 105 boys, Of these about 35 girls and 45 boys belong to the
infant class, The average attendance during the year was about
160. ‘

The staff of teachers, inclusive of Buperintendent, Libi'a.rian’
and Secretary, pumbers 22—aine ladies snd 13 gentlemen. There
bave been varions chaﬁges in our staff during the year, several
of our teachers from different causes having left. Any vacancies
which, however, have-occurred, we are glad to say were filled
without much delay. We desire most particularly to mention the
loss of Miss Hewitt, who had been connected with onr school from
the time the church took the school over, snd who labored most
zealously throughout the seven years she was associated with us.
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The Library continues to be well patronised by the children,
and we trust that good work is being done by the circulation of
the class of books it contains, No addition has been made to the
library during the past twelve months, but it is intended 4o
expend a portion of the £50 bequeathed by the late Hon. W. B.
Rhodes in increasing the libraries of both th1s a.nd the parent
chool.

The children still continue to be supplied monthly with peri-
odicals, such as the “ Children’s Friend,” ¢ British Workmen,” &c

Qur orders for these have hitherto been executed by the Sunday
School Union, of London, through their depéb at Auckland. Tt

has, however, been considered advisable to establish a depdt in
Wellington, to ensure the earlier and more regular distribution of
the magazines. For this purpose steps were lately taken by the
Wellington Presbytery to carry out this object, and we hope,
during the ensuing year, that it may be permanently established.

At the commencement of the year an examination of the chil-
dren was held by the Rev. J. Paterson on the lessons which they
had been taught during the previous six months, and prizés were
awarded to the successful competitors. The examination proved
very satisfactory, and showed that much care had been taken by
the teachers in insiructing those placed under their charge. It is
intended to hold these examinstions regularly, and it is hoped
they will prove a further means of thoroughly grounding the

" children in those lessons it is the desire of all to impart.

 In conclusion, we pray that G'rod’s presence and blessing may
be with ns during the ensuing year, and that the good work may
stil} go on and prosper. -

A. HOPKIRK, Superintendent.

Copies are supplied only to fatifitale oA LD, Seeretary.

private research and may not be
reproduced without the permission
of:
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THE REPORT

OF THE

SESSION AND COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

T¢ THE
MEMBERS AND SEATHOLDERS
oF
ST. JOHN'S PRESBYTERIAN (HURCH, WELLINGTON,

FOR THE YEAR ENDING 8lsT DECEMBER, 1879.
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. Ar a meeting of the congregation on Monday evening last, the

Rev. James Paterson presiding, the following was read as the

. Annual Report :—

In reviewing the affaire of the congregation for the past year,
and in summing up results, we find much cause for thankfulness
to God for his goodness and mercy, In the continuance of our
Christian privileges, in the peace and harmony existing amongst
us, in the quiet steady progress of the congregation, and in the
meagure of success atténding our various schemes and under-
talings, we have enjoyed much of His favor and blessing, FEach
year, ag it passes, witnesses changes in the congregafion ; new
members and families takes take their places amongst us, and
old familiar faces are missed. This year has been no exception.
Some have.left us, others have joined us, and some have left us
to join the Church above. In the early part of this year much
sickness prevailed,and several families suffered sore bereaverment,
In one case, the head of the family, much respected and beloved,
was suddenly strieken down ; in another case, the aged mother,
after many months of feeble health, was called to the Heavenly
rest; while in a third case, two young men of excellent Christian
charactér and of great promise were removed bj’ the hand of
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death. One of these two brothers deserves special mention here,
being an office-bearer in the eongregation, and a most devoted
worker in the Sunday school, in the Young Men’s Literary

Society, and indeed in every department of work connected with
the Ohareh. Need we say that we refer to Mr. Gecrge McDonald.
‘By his happy, genial, Christian spirit, and his hearty earnest-
ness in every good work, he had endeared himself to us all, and
his memory wilt long be cherished amongst us. Of him and his
brother it may be said— They were lovely and pleasant in their
lives, and in death they were not divided.”

SESSIONS REPORT.

During the year forty-seven new members joined tho Church,
of whom twenty-five were young communieants admitted by
examination, and twenty-two joined by eertificate from other
congregations; thirty-one names dropped from the roll by
death, or by remeval, or by non-attendance, leaving an increase
of sizxteen to the membership of the Church. The Communion
was dispensed quarterly; from 170 to 180 each time comrcu-
nieated. We have now a membership of 266. The increase in
the Communion roll, and the attendance at the Communion

tabls, ghould be an index of the healthiness of our Church life.

Would that we had more evidence of spiritual life and growth,
amongst us. The attendance at the weekly prayer meetings on
Wednesday evenings has been about the same as informer yeazrs,
The Sunday-schools, 25 will be gathered from the special reports
read, are in a healthy condition. In the Willig-street school

there are 287 on the roll, with an avérage attendance of 181,

and a staff of 22 teachers. In the Mount Cook school there are
220 on the roll, with an average attendance of 151, and a staff
of 21 teachers. In each school there is a good library, consist-
ing of about 250 volumes. Conziderable additions are being
made to the libraries by means of the Rhodes bequest.

Inthe end of the year an examination was held in each school
in the Bible Lessong, and the Shorter Catechism—the results of

e

-7

which were satisfactory, with the exception, that s considerable
nuraber, shrinking from the examination, absented themselves
on the oceasion. The parents, as well as the teachers, shonld
take an interest in the examination, and prepare their children
for it, and insist on their being present, and taking part in ib. If
is the most effectual way of testing the efficiency of the work
done in the schools and its results. The Band of Hope, in con-
nection with the Sunday-schools, is still full of life and vigor;
the meetings, which are held on Friday evenings, are well
attended, and the childven are being inberested and instructed
in the subjects bearing on temperapce. It is of great impor-
tance that our young people should be well grounded in these
subjects, and that they should be trained up from their child-
hood in the principles and habits of sirict temperance.

The other agencies in connection with the Church—the
Senior Bible Classes and the Young Men's Literary Society—
for promoting religious instruection and mental and moral cul-

. ture, are continued with more or less success, The atlendance
fuctuates, and is often discouraging to those who take the

deepest interest in them.

The thanks of the eongregation are due to Mr. Raymond and
the choir for the efficient way in which they have assisted in
the Psalmody of the Church. They have met weekly for practice, .
and have shown every desire fo improve the Psalmody. '

Bearing in mind the unparalleled depression which has been
experienced by all classes of the community during the past
twelve months, your committee feel it to be a canse of thankfnl-
ness that the finances of the Church have suffered so little.
The receipis for the year in aid of revenue account (including
collections in support of the various works undertaken by the
Agsembly) amount to £1,287 13s. 5d., against £1,106 10s. 7d.
collected during the previous year. This amount includes
£112 18s, contributed for the support of a city missionary, the
duties of which office have been faithfully fulfilled by Mr.
Robert Hopkirk ; and the gesgion and commibtee desire to
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express their thanks to him for his services, and frust to obbain
a continuance of them. - It also ineludes £72 subseribed towards
the Agsembly Sustentation Fund.

No further effort has been made to obtain subscriptions to-
wards the reduction of the debt on the church; and the balance
to credit of the building find account on the ist Fanuary, 1879,
has been considerably reduced by the expense of alterations which
your coramittee were compsiled to undertake consequent on
the alteration of the street levels by the Corporation. A further
sum was also expended by them on the gite for the new manse,
Tt was not thought desirable to malke any appeal for subseriptions
to meet these expenditures, but rather in the meantime fo use the
funds in hand. Your commitiee have given instructions to have
the balance to eredit of the building account invested, in order to
avoid any loss of inferest, pending repayment of the mortgage
on the church. Owing to the commercial depression, and the
difficulty of obtaining money at a reasonable rate of Interests
your commibtee suspended operations in regard to the new
manse for the minister. But the object has nof heen lost sight
of, and 1t is hoped that ere long the congregation will be in a
position to earry it out. Mr. Robert Hopkirk, the city mission-
afy employed by the congregation, progecutes his labours with
great zeal, and not without tokens of success. He visits in
Newtown, Kilbirnie, Mitchellfown, and other districts of the
city; visits the homes of many who atterd no plase of worship,
and speaks to them of Christ and His Salvation. He visits the
immigration barracks when the immigrants arrive; also the
hospital, znd holds a regular service there on Sabbath evenings,
which is well attended. He has also on several occasions taken
paxt in the religious services held at Wadestown, with those

employed there on the railway works. And by distributing

tracts, and other means, be has sought to do good as he had
opportunity. The want of & room. in some district where he
could hold stated meetings, and thereby concentrate his efforts,
is much felt, Itis hoped that ere long some such place of
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meeting may be secured. The work in which the misgionary
is engaged is m good work, and deserves the sympathy, en-

-gouragement, and prayers of the congregation that God's bless-

ing may rest on his labours, May this year be one of movre
deep and earnest religious life among us, and of greater activity
in every department of Church work, and may the Divine
blessing crown our efforts with abundant success.
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTE AND DISBURSEMENTS ON ACCOUNT OF 87. JOHN'S PREBBYTERIAN CHURCH.

. i £ 8 4 £ d e 00 £ sd £ ad
%}ByB ce in hand, 1st Jan., 1879 38 17 3 Breught-forward—T =k i Sl
" Door Collections .. . . 560 2 8 To Mr. Patterson’s Stipend .. .. 600 0 0
Heat Rents . 422 7 0 Mr, Moir's do. .. .. 100 0 0
Bpecial Collection in aid Su.nda.y Mr. Blmslie’s expenses .. .+ 8 00
School .. . .. . 158 00 Choirmaster, £50 4p.; Organ
Do, City Mission .. . 12218 0O blower, £3 . . .. 5840
Do. Eaitangata Belief Fund .. 22 0 0 Door Keeper .. . .. .. 30 00
Do. Assembly Sustentation Fund 72 12 3 Tire Insurance . ... 8216 3
Collection in aid Foreign ‘  Gag Accounts . 2779
Mission .. .14 0 0 Mr. Hopkirk (Ciiy MISSIOB&I‘_Y) . 120 ¢ 0
Do. Widows & Orphans 11 0 0 Advertising—New Zealander, Te 6d;
Do. ¢ Day Spring” .. 1513 6 Times, £6 108 .. . 617 6
Do. Church Eztension 18 0 0 Bundry Petty Aecounts. viz., Stewart
Do. Asgembly Expenses 8 0 0 155; Roberts, 14s; Ghequas 4g
Do. New Hebrides Mis- 2d; M‘Kirdy, 88 9d; Ballinger,
glon 6 00 97s 6d; Noman, 15s; Washing,
Do. Teacher, Mr MTean : 33z ; Ransom, 20s; Stewart and =
7213 6 128713 &5 Oo., £5 6s; Watt, £5 53; Mayis,
60s; Fraser, 38s.; Postages, 2563
9d; Gardner, £3 Gs 9d; Blm.
£2'16s6d . . 82 5 35
Contribution towards Tnterest on
Mortgage .. 107 0 ¢
Specinl Coliection remitted to Auck-
land 7213 6.
Do. Bunday Echool per MrHopkn'k 5 0 0
Do. Kaitangata Relief Fund 22 00
Do. Assembly Expenses Fund . 7212 3
—1299 16 8
£1226 10 8 Nl #2614 0

Wellington, 818t December, 1879,

Audited and found eorrect.

%)V.. %%%’YK,IRK, } AuUpiToRS,

EETR L
9th February, 1880,
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ST, JOHN'S CHURCH BUILDING FUND.
i.-...if A
g bl £ s d, R T £ s d
By Balanoe on hand 1st Janvary, 1879 740 G 9 i .. .- .. oo FRGed Gty
Proceeds of Entertainment .. 34 12 .3 | To payment of McKirdy's account for exeavating 83 1 8
By Interest received on Deposit 15 0 0 Murdock & Rose’s acconnt 85 0 0
: McLean's account; ezcavating 14 2 0
Gratuity to Mr. Moirs . .. .. 5 0 0 -
Balance of Interest on Mortga.ge .. 310 0
Interest on Debentures % 00
 Account for Gas Service 6 5 6
£789 19 0 TS P ST £400 0 0
e | bt sy e
Wellington, 315t December, 1879, _ ’ x-;.“"‘”‘?.“?““?“:%‘g‘“‘“‘“”"'
Audited and found correct, . GRAY, ; {} ;‘g;

W. HOPKIEE, J’ ATDITORS. gy, Februdry, 1680-..
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ANNUAL REPORT

orF
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We have much pleasure in presenting this our Twelfth Annual
Report of the Willis-street School, and the Eighth of the Branch
8chool, now held in Mount Cook Boyy® School-room.

Standing at the cloge of another year and reviewing the work
accomylished amongst our children, with hearts full of gratitude
to our Heavely Father, we are constrained to raise our Ebenezer
and say : * Hitherto hath the Liord helped us;” and realising
our dependence on His almighty strength, we would humbly ask
His Help and blessing on our future efforts.

Attendance.—I% is very gratifying to be able to report that the

attendance in both Schools has been very good oun the whole

during the past year.

The number enrolied on the book in Willis-street School at
present, is 887 : 125 girls and 112 boys, with an average attend-
gance of -181 each Babbath. The Infant Class numbers about
60 boys and girls, and the Benjor Clagses 12 each, the young
women ' being most efficiently taught by Miss M:Hachern, and
the young men by Mr. Thomas M<Eenzie.

In Monnt Cook we have about 220 on the roll, of which 108
are girls, and 112 boys, with an average alendance of 151.
The Infant Class in this Sehool, iz very large, numbering fully.
100, and having an attendance of from 60 to 85 on fine days.

Teachers and Office-bearers—The Staff in ‘Willis-street consists
of, et present, 10 ladies and 14 gentlemen, besides the Superin-
tendent, making a total of 25. .

In the Mount Cook school the staff consists of ten ladies and
ten gentlemen exzclusive of the Superintendent; making a total
of 21,

We have a much larger number of changes to chronicle this
year than in any previous year of our history, several teachers
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having left the sechool for various reasons, but their places have
been filled by others whom we would cordially welcome as fellow-
laborers in the Master’s vineyard.

Amongst those who have left us there is one who calls for
more than passing notice. It is with the deepest sorrow that we
have to record the removal from our midst of our dearly loved
and much respected Seccretary, Mr. George McDonald. In
March last, shortly after the death of his brother, Mr. Adam
McDonald, he was taken sick with the same malady, and, after
a brief but severe illness, God in His infinite wisdom took him
home to Himsgelf,

How painful the remembrance iz still to us who are left, -even
althongh we ¢ do not sorrow as those who have no hope.” What
# blank was that caused by his being taken from ns! A young
man, in the prime of life, generous almost to a fault, affectionate,

manly and gmecere, foremost in every good and noble work, and

always ready. Ours the loss, but bhis the gain. May we who
are left be enabled, by grace, to follow in hig footsteps in so far
a3 he followed the blessed Master; so that death to us, as to
him, may he gain.

We desire also to éxpress our deepest sympathy with his
family in their sore affliction, and would commend them to the
care of our all-wise and ever-loving Heavenly Father, knowing
that «all things work together for good to them that love Gtod.”

Childrens' Treat.~—The Annual Treat to the children wag given
on the 22nd Janugry, and was a grest sueccess, all the children
enjoying themselves to the utmost, :

Ezamdnation.—The yearly examinations in the Bible lessons
and Bhorteir Catechism were beld in both schools in the month
of December, It is to be regretied so few eame forward, as
those who competed answered very creditably, showing that
they had been atfentive and diligent throughout the year. The

importance of these examinations, both as a stimulus to teachers
. and scholars and as a test of work done, eannot be over-esti-

mated. o

Periodicals,—We have received our periodieals through the
Wellington 8.8. Union this year, and on the whole have had
them very regularly.

Library—The libraries are very fairly supplied at the present
time, and, we are glad to be able to add, seem to be appreciated,
especially by the elder children. We have about 550 books in
both libraries, and have just received a further 170 volumes
from the Otago Bible and Tract Society, the cost of which comes
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out of the legacy bequeathed by the late Hon, W. B, Rhodes,
and devobed to that purpose, so that we have now a total of aver
700 volumes, including the Teachers' Library. :

Collections.—The collechions in aid of the Mission vessel
* Dayspring,” which is supported entirely by Sabbath School
children, as intimated in last report, were made this year on the
first Babbath of each month, in preferenee to sending the child-
ren oub with collection-cards. The hope expressed then as to
the success of this method from a financial point of view, we are
sorry to gay, has not been very fully realized, only about one-half
the usnal amount having been raised this year, but we expect to be
able to report more favourably next year, now that the children
are learning better to remember and to understand what is
wanted ef them,

Asg will be seen by the balance-sheet presented by the Trea-
surer, the funds necessary for cazrying on the work of the Sun-.
day School are rather at low ebb. We believe it is only neees-
sary to mention this fact to have the matter put to rights, The
importance of maintaining the Sunday Schools in thorough
efficiency will at once commend itself to the sympathy and
Liberality of the congregation,

Prayer Meeting.—The ordinary prayer meetings have been

held on the first Sabbaths of each quarier. We consider those
meetings very imporfant and very helpful in our work, both as
tieachers and scholars, _

In accordance with a circular, sent out by the London 8. 8-
Union throughout the Christian world, requesting that Sunday.
the 19th October, be observed as & day for universal prayer, on
behalf of Sunday Schools, prayer meetings -were held in both
schools during the afternoon; alse, a meeting of teachers and-
friends in the Church, after the evening servics, which was well
attended,

On the Monday evening there was & united meeting held, all
the churches joining for the same object. There was a crowded
atbendance, and by many it was felt to be “no vain thing to call
apon God.” We do not doubt that much blessing hag already
heen poured out in answer to those prayers, and we shall walt
for further manifestation of the Divine grace and favor.

Teachers' Meetings.~~We are pleased fo be able to record that
the Teachers’ Friday evening meefings, from eight to nine
o'clock, for the study of the lessons, have, on the whole, been
wall sustained, and we believe those who have atlended have
folt all the better prepared to meet their classes on the Sabbath
through it. - '
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Band of Hope.—The Band of Hope, so successfully inaugu-
rated over a year ago, we are glad to say, is still prospering, and
we believe a good work iz being done amongst the children. .
The attendance on the Friday evening has been good, although
it might be better; not that we have reason to complain, bub
we do not intend to be satisfied uniil all our Sunday-school
children become members, and we look for help from both
parents and teachers to atbain this one object.

The total numbers on the roll are 54 girls and 79 boys, in all
138, with an average attendance of about 70. :

In closing this Report we acknowledge with deep gratitude
our present prosperity, and would ask the congregation and
Chzistian friends to join with us in prayer to God for a larger
and richer blegsing on the labours of the ensuing year—that the
seed gown in weakness, yebt not without faith, may bring forth
an abundant harvest to Hig honour and glory.

(Signed) ¥. H. T'raszEsr,
Superinfendent, Willis-street School.

Armx. Hormmx,
Superintendent, Mount Cook School.

81at December, 1879, )
H. HOPKIBRK, Hon. Secretary.
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BALA.NGE SHEET OF THE SABBATH SCHOOLS IN CONNECTION WITH ST. JOHN’S PRESBYTERIAN-
GHURGH WILLIS STREET.

1879.

Eecrrers. £ 8 d

Jan. to Dee. Colleciion, Children, Willis St. .. 22 18 §

"
May 12

"

" Mount Cock 15 6 5%
Church ‘ .. 13 0 0

Cash’left at W. & G Tumnbull's
office by late Seeretary .. 3 3 0
Mount OCook School per Mr.

Logan . . 318

- Balanee .. .. . . 5 8113
56-2 18 -6

——

1879. PavumexnTs, £ 8 4.
Jan, 1. To Balance . .4 9103
April 21, Godbér, Ohlldxen’ trea.t 9 5 0

s 29, F. Prager, books . 700
Jone 6. N.Z, Times Co, prmtmg 1 70
w29, Incidental Expenses per Mﬂler 010 6
. . Hopkitk 0 17 10

July 81 H.F. Imgan ve . .. 2 30
Aug, 2. T. Whitehouse .. .. .. 2 00
Bept, 18 F. H. Fraser . .. .. 2 4 6

Apckland Union .. .- 10 3 9
. 7 3 6
w. W Taylor, W Daysprmg,”
Willis Street . 314 0
W. W. Taylor, Daysprlng "
Mount Cook 519 63
£62 18 6
1880. Lisptnrries,
Jan. 1. By Balance . 5 8113
Welhngton 8.8, Union
" e 24 15 0
-————— £28 § 11}

Audited and found correct
9ih February, 1880,
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IN presenting their Anunual Report, the officebearers would
acknowledge with devout thankfulhess the goodness of God
towards us as a congtegation ; and the many tokens of his
favor and blessing which we bave enjoyed Nothing of a very
exceptional charaster has marked owr congregational history
during the year. There have been the usual changes which we
have yearly to record : remevals to other districts and congre-
gations, and vew additions to ouy ranks from those who arrive
amongst us; and bereavements in families—leaving blanks in.
Christian homes and in the congregaiion which are mot easily
filled np. In the membership. of the Church there is only a
slight increase. The number on the Communion Roll last year
was 2066 ; this year, 270. The Commannion was dispensed ¢uar-
terly, and over 200 members on each oceasion sat down aif the
- Lord's table.

It is gratifying o be sble to report, that although the year
has been one of great commercial depression, felt in all guarters,
yet there has been nio falling off in the congreguiional revemue,
but rather an increase. The fwo main sources of revenue are the
pew rents and Sunday collections; and these amount to £§80,
being an incresse of £87 on last year. The total revenue of the
Church from all sources amounts to £1336 Ts, 2d., as agains}
£1287 13s. 5. last year. May we not hope that with the
oubward prosperity attending the congregation there has been, by
the Divine blessing, growth and progress in Christian life and
work. The staff of our eldership has been reduced by the removal
from the city of Mr. James Todd and Mr. Duncan Matheson, and
by the resignation of Mr. Andrew Lang. They were all most.
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wfficient elders ; they had the interests of the congregation deepl
at heart, and they worked in perfect harmony with their brother
office beavers, It is hoped Mr. Matheson will soon return to this
city, when he will be cordially welcomed to his place in the
session and in ihe work of the congregation Meanwhile ifis
destrable that an addition be made to the session, in order that
all the districts into which the congregation is divided may be
reguiarly visited and the work of the Church efficientiy carried
on, An early opportunity will be given to the congregation te’
elect three or four additional elders. 2
There are now three Sunday Schools in connection with the
Chureh, 2 new school having been opened a few months ago in the
Hall in Adelaideroad. All these schools are in a very -efficient’
state, About 560 children ave in attendance, and these are taughé-
by 62 teachers. Tt is impossible to over-estimate the importance
of this weal : the congregation may well take a deep interestim
i%, and give every help and encouragement to the teachers by
whom it is so faithfully conducted. With the secular gysbem
prevailing in the public schools it is all the more inenmbent.on
the Church o put forth every efiort and o use every ingans for
the religious instruction of the rising generation, and to'seek thad
they be trained up in the fear of God and in the love of the
Saviour. An examination of the Sunday Schools in “the -Bi
and Shorter Catechism was held in December.  The resulfs w
not so satisfactory as could be desived, as-miany of the childveir
showed a relustance to be examined, and some absented th
selves ; while the time available during the SBunday School ho
was not suffieient to allow the proficiency of the varions clagses
being thoroughly tested. It is felt that some other meth
seenre that end must be adopted.  The teachers spare ho pains
interest the childrea in’ thejr work and to altach them-to
schools,  Prize: are given to the most deserving, and all 'sh
in the “annual treat.” The teachers seek also- to qualify theme
selves for their special duties by meeting weekly for -the. sk
of the lesson ; and they eultivate kindly, genial fellowship
their quarterly sccial gatherings. There is & Band of Hepé
connection with the Sunday Bchool, conducted by a large ‘com
mittee of the teachers. 110 members are on the roll Timee
weekly, on. Friday evenings, for instruetion, specially in truths
and principles bearing on temperance, and-for music; T
apd recitations. The Ministers’ Bible Class met during
manths of the year on Thursday evenings, and was well atbend:
It pugpbered thirty-four ‘and there was an average Ak
of about twentyfive. The programme of study
 Christian Evidences,” the  Shorter Catschism,” and ' the
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of Chxist.” Essays were written weekly by some of the members
on subjects preseribed, and altogether the work was entered into
with great heartiness. After a few months’ recess the class will
be resumed.

Mr. Robert Hopkivk, as City Missionary in connection with
the congregation, continues his labors in the Adelaide-road and
Newtwon LDistricts, His work mainly consists in house-to-house
visitation, in holding prayer meetings, and a Sabbath morning
service in the Hall in Adelaideroad, and a Sabbath evening
service in the Hospital. His labors are much appreciated, and
it is hoped that good will result from them.

The Congregational prayer meefing is held on Wednesday even-
ings, and is fairly attended, yot not so well as it might be in so
large a congregation. The average attendance is about fifty. It is
conducted by the Minister and Elders. By not a few, who do
regularly attend, it is felt to be “ a sweet hour of prayer” and of
spiritual refreshment amid the care and turmoil of the week. The
office beareys would gratefully acknowledge the kind services of
the Choir, who have 5o efficiently led the Psalmody of the Church.
A ~vacancy has occwrred in the leadership, which we hope will
soon be filled up. During the vacancy, Miss. Gray has kindly
presided at the organ. ’

The balance-sheet, as submitted by Mr. Waring Taylor—who
has 50 long and so ably discharged the duties of freasurer to the
Church—ill show how we stand financially ; and it is gratifying
o find that the reverue hes met the expenditure. This is all thas
could have been expected in these times of depression. We have
still a heavy debt on the Church, and this will be added to by the
erection of the new manse. But it was felt that it wouid not be
an opportune time to make a special effort to reduce that debt.
May we hope that during the year on which we have entered
circumstances will be more favorable, and: that zn appeal to the
.eongregation will meet with a liberal response. We surely cannot
rest satisfied till this debt is cleared off, and we can say that, as & :
Church, “ We owe no man anybhing%but to love one anotbir.”

in ‘course of erection, and wi

e ready for occupation in April next, It is to cost aboub £1300,
and will be a ecommodious and comfortable residence. Axrange
ments have been made by which the interest of the debt on
‘Church and manse will not prove too heavy a strain on the
resources of the congregation. In conclusion, we eXpress the
hope that the year on which we enter may be one of increased
-earnestness and aciivity in every Christian work, and that, by the
Divine blessing, we may enjoy true peace and prosperity.

o
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RNNUAL RePorT

CF

8t. Zoln's Proshyterian Ghureh Soqday Sehools.

Amnother year having passed, we are again called upon to-
present our Annual Reports, this being the thirteenth report of”
the Willis-street School, and the ninth and first of Mount Cook
and Adelaide-road Branch Schools respectively.

We would, at the threshold of our work for another year, and
of our report for the past one, (a year indeed full of mercies and
blessings), uplift our hearts in gratitude to Almighty God, for His
great goodness to us as Sabbath Schools, and personally as teachers;
and wonuld, with renewed effort and diligence, apply ourselves to.
His work, believing that as in the past, so in the fwture, His

. blessing, which alone *“maketh rich,” will be vouchsafed to us.

New Branch School.—We have more than ordinary pleasure in
stating that since our Jast report, we have enlarged our borders,
by opening a Branch School in the Newtown District. The:
advisability of taking this step had been in consideration for
some time, but in April last it was decided to make a
practical trial, and the Adelaideroad Hall was rented for that
purpose.

Mr. James Smith, with a staff of teachers, was appointed %o
open and organise the school, which wus named “The . delaide-
road Sehool,” and Mr. R. Hopkirk, the church missionary, laboring
in that distriet, who now holds a service in the hall every Sabbath
morning, was asked to canvess for scholars, The result has been.
very satisfactory and encouraging, giving promise of a bright:
future, and we hope and pray that much good may be accom-

plished through this instrumentality.

Attendance —The attendance thronghout the year has been on
the whole very satisfactory. Perhaps in Mount Cook School ib-
might bave been more regular, but this irregularity will be
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aceounted for when it is remembered that the majority of the
children in that school have no connection with us, except through
the school, and, moreover, are more unsettled than those in Willis-
street School. We believe also that one or two more teachers
would have helped to keep some children who have not attended
so well. '

The Roll Book in Willissireet School shews 268 names—138
gitls and 130 boys, with an average attendance of 190. The
Infant Class numbers about 60 children, and the Senior Classes,
still taught by Miss McEachern and Mr. Thomas McKendie,
about 25 of the eldest scholars.

In Mount Cook we have 246 on the roll—117 girls and 129
boys, with an average attendance of 157. Tn addition o the
reasons given above, the large number of young children in the
Infant Class, numbering over 100, militates against a high
average atfendance ‘

The new school in Adelaideroad started with an attendance of
about 20, and row numbers 51 scholars—32 girls and 29 boys,

3 [wm megw e g
T

: . gk
with every prospest of an inerease during the current year. 'The 1 ith%hs:&”:;::‘ A
i average attendance is about 40. . ] el i 1 e
i Teachers end Office-beurers—The staff in Willisstreet consists mmaE v -h“ )
of 25 teachers, exclusive of Superintendent, Secrctary, and 3 bl o
Librarian, :

In Mount Cook we have a staff of 92 teachers, including the
Buperintendent and Iibrarian.

In Adelsidercad the staff consists of § teachers, 3 ladies, and
3 gentlemen, and will requive to be sepplemented without delay.

The foregoing gives grand totals of numbers in the three schools
95 565 children, and 56 teachers and officebearers ; being an
Increase of 107 scholars and 10 teachers.

Coroparatively few teachers have left us this year, but there are
some we miss from their wonted places, and amongst these, Mr.
D. Matheson, who has removed to another part of the colony.
There is some hope, however, that his absenes will only be
tewmporary, and we trust we may soon have his ready hand and
willing beart in our widst again. We have also to record the loss
of Mr. Braik, & teacher who joined us early in the year, and who
during his s]:u?rt stay made his presence felt amongst us. Possess-
ing a fine voice and an intimate knowledge of music, he readily
urdertook to give the children singing lessons. The class was held
on Saturday afterncons, and was very well atfended, several of
the children watifesting 2 lively interest in it, and making marked
progress wnder his tuition.

Sunday Sehool Centenary.—This year being the centenary of

the establishment of Sunday Sehacls by Robert Raikes, Celebra-
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~tion Services were held, under the auspices of the Wellinghon 8.5.
‘Union, to commemorate the same. Our schools heartily joined
with other schools of the city in the different services, which
‘were eminently successful. The grand sight presented at the
Children’s Floral Service, also at the Service of Song, when
Wesley Church, the largest in the city, was packed to over-

* flowing, with happy children and teachers, will be long remem-
bered by those who were privileged to witness it.

There were also several meetings for teachers and friends, which
were all well attended. The occasion was felt to be a standing
point, from which both to review the past and regard the future—
the former calling forth gratitude and praise fo our Heavenly
TFather for past blessings, nerving us to increased diligence, and to

expect further triumphs; and the latter making us to realise our
unworthiness and helplessness, bringing us to the feet of Him
whose sbrength is made perfect in weakness.

Children’s T'veat—The Annual Treat was given to the children
.on the 22nd January, when they weve taken by the tram-cars to
Newtown, and thence marched to paddocks on Howe's farm,
whete a most enjoyable day was passed. Teachers and scholars

- all reached Lome without mishap of any kind, thovonghly satisfied
with the day’s enjoyment. Wo desive to express our thanks to
Mr. A. Wilson, who kindly placed the paddocks ab our disposal.

Examinations.—The Ammual Examinations were held in each
-gchool this year as usual, but we regret to report, with only a
small measure of success, a great many of the scholars faking
very little interest in them. It will be for teachers to de-
¢cide whether they shall be continued or not. In the mean-
time prizes wiil be awarded to the successful competitors, and
we trust to have a better system of determining merit for the
fature. _ .
Tn comnection with the meeting for the distribution of lash
year's prizes, we have to. thank Mr. David Gray for the use of his
very superior magic lantern, and views which were exhibited fo
_ the great delight of the young folks.
Periodicals.—Our Periodicals, with the exception of the Lesson
Lists, Registers, and Teachers’ Books, which arrived very late,
. came to hand in good time. During the year avother 8. 8. Union,
-on & wider basis, has been instituted, with which own has been
incorporated, we will in the futare receive our Magazines through
this mew channel. It has began well the Lesson Lists, &e,
required for the beginning of the yeat, having been already
- circulated. :
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LZraries.—The Librarians report that the Libraxies in connec-
ton with Willis-street and Mount Cook Schools are uf;qd Yo their
#1l extent by the scholars. There kave been no additions made
4o the Tibrares for about a year now, and as many of the most
interesting books are shewing signs of much use and are becoming
dilapidated, steps should be taken at an early date to replenish
our book-thelves. .

Treasurer's Statement —The childrens subseriptions, in spite of”
“hard times” have not diminished, but, as the balance-sheet will
show, have increased considerably. The collections throughout
the year, for the wmission vessel ©Dayspring” amounted to.
£17 7s 2d, or £1 138 Td in excess of last year. S

We have also to record our thanks to the office-bearers and .
members of the Wellington ILiterary Association, who' very =
thoughtfully gave an enbertainment for our benefi, in considers- .
tion of having the use of the Willis-street sehoolroom’ for their-
meetings. The net proceeds realised £11 17s. 0d., and were very
asceptable. A

After allowing for our lisbilities, we start the new year with &~
debit balance: of omly 3s. 7d, and this, affer having provided
£7 14s. on account of centenary expenses, and the balance of”
account. for rent of the Adelsidercad Hall, which the schcols.
were 2180 called upon to pay. Against this, if must be remem-.
bered, that to obtain this result the balance of the Tibrary Fund—-.
some £32—had to be used ; chiefly, however, to’ pay debis out-
standing from last balance. . N

On the whole we may congratulate ourselves on the position we -
svocupy ;-and although the increase in the number and size of ‘our
schoods means Inereased expenditure, yet we believe that the - -
" past gives-abundant encouragement for the foture. TR
 Sunday School Bules—Towards the end of the year a commit:-
et was appointed to revise the Rules, who recommended: certain .
‘changes and additions, which were adopted. -~ We trust ihe-
alterations maay tend to increase the efficiency of our work:s =
. Meetings.The ordinary Prayer Meetings have been held every
‘quarter in each school. . ‘On December 12th, the children ‘of the

different schools were taken to the church, Willis-gtreet, when th
Rev. Mr. Treadwell preached an intecesting sermon suitable for -
the oocasion. Tt is intended that this shall be the firet of mieed
ings o be held annsally in the charch. R e
.~ Teachers' Meetings.—The Friday Evening Meetings for -
stady of the losson have been very fairly attended 'duringg_fbhe DAY
year; some of the meetings being the largest we have had 1ip to-
the present.” $till there is room for improvement, and again




':11{3.‘.;;‘. thae Ta
--. ' N ‘ :

) & ?:g%lnri;&%k EE to ﬁ‘iﬂl‘
SREWE Fapegy Yz g‘p‘hiih‘nua made X

T At an ey Jlage b rople

N
«

2t the bnlenecaheod wi]”

D Hayagaing,” winoutted .
o Yank ¥Ry,

© tianika ta the offiee e ad
3.:!0;‘;;;3-‘ ;'%,?a"iaiaﬁt‘-iilii«)?%; who very
vl oy oy beaefi, iy enrtyiders.

(RPN S LT S
e Wellivstrert solusalroom for Lhielr

poaealised L1 1% O, naed wows very

Wb

been, s start tie now vear witha
al theo after haviug provided
sy wnpessees, mwd the Jndoece of

A Apastiol this i st be resen.

PRI | PO Fr ;
ey, huwever, fn pny debly out

spatuiate curaedves ou the position-we
vrease ag Mo nuapber and gize of our -

sosneit foy Lhe Putans,

watda The el ol the viar n eomumit
Ao Bales, wha veosponeulod eortain
whoowerr adupted. Wo trost the-
sue ke efficbeeey of our work,

rayer Mevtines have oen held avery
Vievvaatior 14l #he chikdren of the.
s bl chugeh, Willbnatvest, when the-
Poan antecesting serinon snitable for

that this shall e the first of mest -

w whureh,

Friday Eveninz Meatings for the-

wory faiely attended during the pash
wit the Jargesd we bave had up to- -
vt for lnprovemenf, snd again

warion I comn,

LR wivd g HETA ;
e g of G
¢ ORI figke :!ﬂ!i nta iﬂk‘ﬁ]ﬁﬁ -

FLE :f.';‘\-g,‘f';:n'a i N 3 )
for ks sstborriptiong, in spita of

o et throughon - -

wicvemi Hall, which the schools -

“bananes aof the Liliary Fugdee.

ure, wel we beliove thet the

READER'S

would we urge upon all our teachers the importance of these

meetings.

On Sebbath morning, 24th October, a Special Prayer Meeting
-was held, which was very well attended.

Besides these, we have had two meetings of a social character,
their chief - objects being to promate unity, harmony, and goodwill
emong s as & band of workers, and to give opportunifies of
becoming better acquainted with each other.

The Anuual Pic-nie was held at Belmont on the 27th Decem-
ber. The weather being most propitious, a very pleasant outing
“was enjoyed.

deknowledgment of Services—As it is as culpable to withhold
praise when due as to give it where unmerited, we must here

.express our indebtednmess to Miss Lang, who presides at the
harmoninm in Willis-street School, for her regular and punctual
.attendance, and this, although having a very long way to come to
school. Regularity is one of the best Labits for any Sunday
School teacher, and, in her case, is very valuable.

Band of Hope.—The Band of Flope Meetings are still held
regularly every Friday evening, and although the attendance may
have been small yet they have not lacked spirit, and some of
-them have been very pleasant and enjoyable. '

From the Second Annusl Report adopted in November last, we
Jearn that the roll has lately been revised, and all but bona fide
members struck. The numbers now are 49 girls and 61 boys,
making a total of 110—smaller, indeed, than last year, but all
-earnest members.

The Corsmittes, however, have increased, and now number a6,
end, it is hoped, that their influence will in 2 short time induce
meny more of our scholars to join our band.

We have elected new office-bearers—Mr. McLean, who we may
say has sbly filled the chair ever since the commencement in his
capacity of vicepresident, having recired from office—Mr. W.
Allan was unanjmously elected president, and we doubt mot will
ably and worthily fill the chaix.

Again would we commend this good esuse to teachers and
parents, and ask their co-operation and assistance.

(Concusion.—TIn concluding our report, we would acknowledge
with gratitode the large additions te our staff during the pasb
year, but there is still room, and more are required. It is a grand
and glorious work. The harvest truly is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. :

Realising that our help cometh from God alone, we would joim
in the prayer of the psalmist, “Let thy work appear unto Thy
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servants, and thy glory unto their children, And let the beawy: -
ot the Lord our God be upon us; and establish thou the work of”
our hands npon us.  Yea, the work of our. hands, establish thon:
w0 o o
(Signed)  Frawcis H. FRaser,
' Superintendent; Willisstreet School.

Arzx. Hopgirg,

Superintendent, Mount Cook Schocl. i
Tawes SyrTH, e
Adelaide-road School

. | . W HO'_E’KIRK, H_oﬁl.: ch’
Wellington, 31st December, 1880. R
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'THE ANNUATL: REPORT

OF TER

SESSION AND COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT

TO THE

" MEMBERS AND SEATHOLDERS
oF

BT, JOEHN'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WELLINGTON,

For THR TEAR ENDING 3137 DECEMBER, 1881.

Tur office-bearers have pleasure in submitling the Annual Re-
port to the congregation ; and in doing so would acknowledge,
with devout gratitude, the goodmess of God toward us, the
tokens of His gracious presence amongst us, and the messure of
peace and prosperity granted to us, _

In reviewing the past year we find little of a speecial character to
reeord. Happily there has been no very prevalent sickness, and
scarce any break by death in the membership of the Church;
and we have had no divisions or discords amongst us,  Our
Church life has flowed on evenly and harmoniously, and we trust
with ever increasing depth and fulness.

Harly in the year steps were taken to add fo the eldership.
Three new elders were elected who accepbed office, viz., Megsrs.
McKerrow, Waddell, and Littlejohn. This addifion to the staff
of office-bearers has enabled us to divide the congregation into
gmaller districts, and to carry out more efficiently the quarterly
visitation by the elders when the Communion cards are given to
the members at thelr own homes. Importance is attzched to
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this regular visifation of the congregation, as it helps to main-
tain that living intercourse which ought to exist between the
office-bearers and the members and their families and houge-
holds. :

As reported last year, there were then 270 on the Communion
Roll ; during the year 54 new members joined ; 20 by examina-
tion, and 34 by eertificate from other congregations; 21 names
were withdrawn from the Roll, thus leaving an increase of 58,
This increase in the membership is very eneouraging; and
especially the comsiderable proportion who have thus for the
first time entered into the clogser fellowship of the Church. Now
on the Roll, 808. The attendance on the Lord's day and also
at the week evening service, continues about the same as last
year. It mightbe betier, especially on the Wednesday evenings;
and we would remind the members of their duty and privilege
in this matter. :

Our Bunday Bchool work is being carried on with vigour and
efficiency. A Bpectal Report of the Sunday Schools will be sub-
mitted ; but we may here mention that we have three schools
in connection with the Church—the Willis-street School, the
Mount Cook School, and the Adelaids road School—which are
attended by about 600 children, and taught by 64 teachers. A

new school-room has been built on the Church aere in Adelaide- -

road, which will be used for the Sunday school, and also for the
religious serviees, conducted by Mr. Robert Hopkirk. These
services were begun some time ago in the Adelaide road hall, for
the convenience of residents in that district. They will now be
transferred to the New School-room, whieh occupies a central
and eommanding position in that rapidly increasing part of the

town. Tt is hoped that this movement will form the beginning

of what will grow and develop into a new charge in connection
with the Presbyterian Church. Meanwhile, Mr. Hopkirk con-
tinnes his labours in that district in hounsehold visitation, in at-
tending at the Hospital, and in conducting Divine Service in the:
Sehool-room.

There is & Band of Hope in comnection with our Sunday
sehools, which meets in the Willis-street School-reom, on Fri-
day evenings af 7 o'clock; and also a children’s service for
those who do not attend Church, held in the Mount Cook

_School on Sabbath mornings at 11 o’clock, The teachers meet

waskly—on Friday evenings—for the study of the lesson, and
for the fransaction of husiness connected with the schools, TIn
each gehool there are senior Bible Classes, taught by experienced
teachers, and also infant classes for those not advanced enough
to read.

7

Our SBunday Schools are doing noble work, and deserve all
encouragement and liberal support from the congregation. The
Minister's Bible Class met from April to October on Thursday
evenings and was well attended, there being 35 on the Roll, with
an average attendance of 24. The second part of the Shorter
Catechism —the Christian BEvidences—-the Lifs of our Lord
—egpecially the Judaecan Ministry, and essays on prescribed
gubjects, formed the course of instruetion. A fine hearty spirit
pervaded the class and much good work was done. The elass
will be resumed in April next.

The Young Men’s Literary Society has been revived and has
resumed its meetings on Tunesday evenings, and with much
success. -A slight change in its name and constitution has been
made, go ag to entify it more thoroughly with fhe Church as
one of ifs instibutions; and this, with the addition to its
membership of & considerable number of the young men who
have grown up in the Church, has infused new life and spirit
into it.- .

The Apniversary Services were held on the third Sabbath of
December, and the Congregational tes meeting on the Tuesday
followng., TheRev. Alex. B. Todd, of Oamaru, officiated on the
occagion ; and the congregation are much indebfed to him for
his kind and excellent services. The special collaction on the
Sabbath amounied to £42, and through the genercus efforfs of
the ladies the Boiree realised the handsome sum of £45. These
amounts go ftoward meeting the interest on the debt. The
choir under the efficient leadership of Mr. England, have rendered
good service in improving the psalmody. ‘With the appruval of
the office-bearers, they have projected a scheme for obtaining
an organ for the church, and with the proeesds of two musical
and literary enfertainments, they have already formed the
fneleus of a fund to purehase one. With the heavy debt on our
buildings and the many other claims on our resources, the con-
gregation cannot be expected to do much at present to promote
this object, but by and by they may hope to be in a position to
give it more hearbty suppori.

The Beat Letting Committee report that nearly all the sittings
on the ground floor are let, but a few in the gallery are still un-
oceupied.

As will appear from the financial statement, the revenue of
the Church for this year amounts to £1,146 10s. 10d.; the
prineipal iterns of whish are from seat rents, £442 18s., ordin-
ary Sabbath collections, £587 151, special collections for
schemes and Sunday school, £85 1s. 44d., and proeseds of soiree,
£45 168, To thig should be added a sum contributed fo the

=cytr A :
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Assembly Bustentation Fund, amounting to £63 143, 6d. Our

collections this year have been considerably lessened by the un-

nsual number of wet Sundays. From this cause the revenme -

has suffered to the extent of at least £50. Were the principle
of systematic giving more generally adopted, this would mnot be
so likely fo oecur. :

During the year the new Manse was builf, and is now occupied

by the Minister and his family. It is a comfortable and com-
modious houge—in every way worthy of the congregaiion. Iis
erection has added to the debt on onr building; but by special
arrangement it has not imposed any heavier burden on the
revenne. The debt on the Church ard Manse now amounts to
£2,700, composed of £2,500 on mortgage, and £200 in de-

bentures ; towards which there is a swm in hand of £202 and a

still larger amount subsoribed but not yet paid in.

The office-bearers have pleasure in recording thab, Mr.
Walter Turabull, before returning to the Old country, very
generously handed over the £100 debentures, which he held as
2 donation to the Building Furd. .

Some months ago 1t was resolved by the Managers that steps
should be taken to raise a sum that would pay off the remain-
ing debentures and reduce the mortgage debt by £1,000. Their
appeal to the congregation has so far been very heartily and
liberally responded to, and a considerable smount has been
subscribed ; but those in charge of the eollecting books have

not yet been able fo wait on all the congregation. They will, N

however, take an early opportunity of doing so, and no doubt
will meet with a liberal response. The heavy debt on Church
and Mansge, while it remains, will prove a heavy drag on the
energles and rvesources of the congregafion; and an earnest
effort should now be made to reduce it to a more manageable
amount. )

In conclusion, the office-bearers express the hope that this
year on which we have entered, may b6 one of progress and
prosperity ; that our Church life may be healthy and fruitful,
and that we may abound more and more in every good word
and work, ¢ And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon
us ; and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea the
work of our hands establish thou it.”

o rmib i
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ANNUAL REPORT
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We have much pleasure in again preseniing. our Anznual
Report, which we commend fo the perusal of teachers and
friends. The present is the fourteenth report of Willisestreet
Sehool, the tenth of Mount Cook, and the second of Adelaide-
road Branch Schools. ' '

Every year bears on its ‘wings new mercies and blessings,
and calls for renewed expressions of gratitude to our heavenly
Falier, and the past has been no exception, for both in num-
bers and results, we are gratified to find we have made progress.
¢ Not unto us 0 Lord, not unto us, but o thy name would we
give glory.” ]

Attendance.—The attendanee this year has been very good,
especiaily when taking into eonsideratior the many wet Bundays
we have had duxing fhe year. In the preceding clause we ¢aid
we had made progress in numbers ; and although this is frue in
the aggregate, yeot the registers of Willis-street and Mount Cook
show a elight decrease whilst the increase is made up by -
Adelaide-road Bchool., However, as the following statement
will show the average attendance in both of the large schools,
shows a decided improvernent, and for this we.are thanlkiul, as
we belisve it to be a token that greater earnestness and zeal are
maling themselves felt in our gchools,

The Willis-street Roll book gives a total of 259 scholars ; 151
girls and 108 boys with an average attendance of 200. The
genior classes taught by Mrs., Griffin and Mr., Thomas
MeEenzie, number about 22. : :

In Mount Cook we number 248 children, 120 girls and 123
boys with an average attendance of 168 in Mount. Cook School,
the proportion of junior scholars ig very large.
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In Adelaide-road we have 85 names on the roll, 48 girla and
42 boys, beizg an increase of 84 on Jast year's numbers with
an average attendancs of 64. _

Teachors and Office Bearers—In Willie-street the work is
carried on by a staff of 25 teachers—18 ladies and 10 gentle-
men—bhesides Superintendént, Librarian, and Secretary.

Mount Cook School has a staff of 9 ladies and 14 gentlemen,
in¢luding Buperintendent, Secretary, and Librarian. Total, 28.

In Adeiaide-road the staff consists of 6 ladies and 5 gentle-

men, inelusive of Superintendent and Secretary, giving a total

of 11. - .
 The foregoing give grand totals of numbers in three schools
of 587 children and 68 teachezs and officé.bearers, being an in-
crease on last returns of 22 schoiars and 7 teachers. '
The present year has seen as usual some changes in our

" number, We cannot expeéct otherwise smongst such a large

body of workers, yet we are glad that they have been compara-
tively fow. _

Two'lady and one gentleman teacher who had helped us for
a long period (we refer to Miss McRachern, Miss Spiers, and

- Mr. Andrew Todd) have removed to other parts of the eolony
and there are others of shorter service who have leff us. To
all of them we give our warmest thanks, snd pray thai the
blessing of God may be with them where they are.

On the other hand, we have to welsome a good many new
faces, and we would do so most heartily. Our work amongst
the little ones must be dear to the heart of our loving Saviour,
who so caved for the ¢ lambs of the fold.” Let us therefore,
new teachers and old, apply ourselves more diligently, more
devobedly to it, and in blessing others, assuredly, we shall our-
selves he blessed.

- * Children's Service.—1f is with more than ordinary pleasurs we
have fo report that a children's service has been initiated in
Mount Cook School on Babbath mornings from 11 to 12 o’clock.

It was felt that something should be done for the children

who do nof attend a place of worship, and whose home agsocia-
tions are adverse o their religious training, and when this
servioe was proposed, it met with much approval and support.
The work has been carried on: under the conduct of Mr.
Frager, by volunteers from amongst the teachers who atfend in
rotation, The attendansce began with 30 and has steadily in-

creaged fo over 70, the average being about 52, We believe .

these numbers fo be very saiisfactory and to give abundant en-

couragement for the continuance of this service; but at the |,
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same time we are eonvineced there are still many children in the
neighbourkood who might be influenced to attend, and we com-
mend this branch of our work to the earnest consideration of alf
who are interested in the religions edneation of the. children.

Annual Treat—The annual treat was given on the 29nd
Jdanuary, in the same place as last year, and again we were
fortunate in having delightful weather. .

Special Meotings.—In addition to ordinary meetings, on 25th
October, our schools took part with others in connection with
the 8.8. Union in a united service in Wesley Church ; and on
18th December the three schools were taken fo St John's
Church, when the Rev. Mr. Todd preached a sermon specially
for the oceasion. We trust the precepts then addressed may
bring forth fruit in due time.

. Towards the end of the year it was agreed to hold a maonthly
prayer meeting of teachers on the morning of the first Babbath
in each month, and the first was accordingly held in December.
Such meetings have our warmest sympathy, and we trust all
will attend and roeeive the benefit they are calenlated to give.

Service of Song.—A Service of Song to provide funds for
library books was given by the scholars and ehurch choir, and

nafted 2 sum of £10 O0s. 6d., which has been reserved for the
purpose intended. We have to thank the choirmaster, Mr.

"England, for the frouble he took in drilling the singets, and are

sure he must have felt very pleased at the excellent result of his
labours. :

Libraries—The much required additions to our libraries have
arrived (some 186 volumes) and steps will be taken at once to
have them divided among the three schools. This makes the
total number of books over 750, bub several of these require
binding and some are so delapidated that it will be impossible

fo do anything with them. .

Treasurers Statement.—The Treasurer’s Statement will com
mend itself to every one, for it closés with a small balanee on
the right side. :

The fotal anzount of subscriptions veceived from fthe children
during the year is £54 14s. 5d., of which £I18 4s, 6d. was for
the Mission Ship * Dayspring” and has been duly forwarded.
On the whole it compares very favourably with last year's
balance sheet, and will bear perusal. , :

Band of Hope.—Our Band of Hope we are glad to report has
inereased in number during the year, but there is still room for
inrprovament for the total is small when compared with the
number of scholars in the three schools.
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The Roll shows membership of 71 girls and 69 boys, making
a total of 140, and the Committee have had an addition to their
numbers of 4 teachers, giving a total of 80 ladies and gentlemen.

The attendance at the regular meetings on Friday evenings
fluciuates very much, and we would urge our boys and girls asg
well as the Committee, to turn over a new leaf with the new
year, and if possible, come punctually to every meeting.

In coneluding our report, we would again thankfelly scknow-
ledge past blessings and pray that God would enable us in the
future more than in the past, to realise our high privilege as
teachers of the little ones and co-workers with Himself, and
also to remember thab privileges bear with them responsibilities,
and, as there is no honour or praise dus o the instrument, but

only t0 the hand that uses it, so confessing our weakness, we

would ascribe all the glory and all the praise to our God and to
Him alons, :

(Signed)  Frawcrs H. Frasew, .

Superintendent, Willis-street Schoel.
Arex. Horrmzg,

Superintendent, Mount Cook Sehool.
W. Larrizgomn,

Buperintendent, Adelaide-road School.
Wu, HOPKIREK, Hon. Sec.
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Building Fund Account,

Dz, £ =54 Or. . £ s 4

To Balanee in hand, January 1, 1861 © 1,048 13 6 | By Frection of Manse and Law Costs .. 117716 2
Sundry Subseriptions ., o e 431 17 0 . W. Turnbnll’s Debentares .. .. 100 0 0
Balanes .. .. . . ‘e o 20214 4

£1,480 10 6
[

£1,480 10 6

Andited and found correct—Jauns EKira,
J. 0. Wxgs,

} Auditors,

L

W. Waising

Tavror,

Hou. Treasurer,

BALANCE SHEET or BUNDAY BCHQOLS oy convecrion wite ST, JOHN'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
For THE YEAR Evpme Dacewmsrr 50, 1881,

Dr. N £ 8 d. Ca. £ g d.
To Balance in hand, January 1at, 1881 14 18 6% | By Wellington Bunday Schoel Unien .. o 47 711
Collections for year— Anckland " . . 7 411
Willig.-gtree$ Scheol ., .29 91 Reward Books for Ohildren .. . 9 2 0
Mount Cock .- L1718 7 Cleaning Mount Cook School e . 330
Adelaide.road ,, . .. 7T 6 9 “ Day Spring * Mission . . . 18 4 6
64 14 & Ineidental Expenses—Secre#azy W 019 64
Subseription—Children’s Treat .. 27 10 8 Sundry Accounts . . v 4 310
Collection from United Schoolg in Children’s Treat . . ‘e . 211210
Chareh ., . .- .. 4 1 0 Balancs .. . . ‘e 13 4 5
Church Colléction .. s . 13 12 10
Proceeds Service of Song . 10 0 8
Interest Bavings Bank .. .. 05 2
£125 2 11} £125 2 113
e p— =

Audited and found correct—Jamrs Kine,
d.-C. Wzen,

} Auditors.

Traouss McKENzIE,

Hon. Freasurer.
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