I wonder how many of you are internet users.

Perhaps even internet junkies?

There is something addictive about  

a screen, a keyboard and a telephone line. 

For those of us who like to know

we live in the best and worst of times.

No more need of a library.

At any time of the day or night 

we can sit at home and dial up Google 

and have it search for the information we need.

Years ago T S Eliot asked  

whether this explosion of information 

has made us more or less knowledgable?

What does it mean to be knowledgeable, anyway?

There was once a live debate 

about what it meant to be educated.

If only the fuss over NZQA would renew it!

· Where do competency and knowledge overlap?

· Where do information and wisdom come together?

· And can the universities and NZQA 

ever be anything more than sparring partners?

Our NT reading today is set in a Gospel 

that is concerned about knowing.

For this Gospel writer, as for all biblical authors, 

knowledge is much more than information;

and it has very little to do with competency.

For the writer of John’s gospel

Knowledge has deep connections with 

wisdom  and Life( with faith and commitment.

At the beginning of the gospel he writes about the Logos, 

the Word of God who we understand to be Jesus:

“He was in the world, and the world came into being through him;

yet the world did not KNOW him.

He came to what was his own

and his own people did not ACCEPT him.

But to all who RECEIVED him, 

who BELIEVED IN HIS NAME,

he gave power to become children of God”

For John,

‘Knowing’ is knowing Jesus, 

and knowing Jesus involves receiving him.

Knowing Jesus in John’s Gospel is synonymous with 

believing in his name.

And the result of such knowledge is inner transformation:
spiritual renewal of such a radical nature 

that he calls it a new birth.
He ends his gospel in a very similar vein.  He writes:

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.

But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,

And that through believing you might have life in his name.”

(John 20:30-31)

Throughout the Gospel, John pursues this theme of knowing, 

receiving,  believing, and living a different quality of life

as a result.

The story of the man born blind is part of this theme.

Through the story we see different kinds of knowledge exemplified.

Which of these kinds of knowledge 

is the kind that leads to true life?

If we were to make a hierarchy of kinds of knowledge

and their importance to true life

might some kinds of knowledge be more or less important than others?

And how do these different types of knowledge fit together and relate to one another,

because surely all knowledge has some importance. 

And then there is the wonderful happening of the story itself

in which two kinds of blindness 

are compared and contrasted.

There’s the man whose physical eyes 

had been defective since birth.

And there are those whose physical sight is intact.

But they seem to be spiritually blind or spiritually ignorant.
‘

There is a sense in which the blind man comes to ‘see’ 

more than his physical surrounds.

He comes to ‘see’ something else as well.

His physical eyes are healed

and through that event he begins a new spiritual journey 

in which he comes to know all dimensions of life in a new way.

But the ones with the good eyesight,
can’t see what’s under their nose.

They might have heard Jesus speak

or they might have seen some of the signs he did,

but they did not encounter Christ as the blind man did.

They see with their physical eyes, but they are spiritually blind.

They are a very knowledgable group of people but,

they remain ignorant of the essence of life.

It is not so much to do with the knowledge they do have

as how they use that knowledge to somehow hold back

from encountering Christ themselves.

It has a good deal to do with the basis 

of their existing commitments.

This is very similar for us with our own knowledge.

What we know and how we view the world

depends largely on our basic commitments:

· where we place our trust;

· what we have faith in;

· and what we expect to be the outcome 

of any given line of thought.

More often than not that basic level of trust in our lives

depends on our past experience.

Our commitment to knowledge arises from

our previous knowledge.

We have a foundation of knowledge that serves as a schemata 

into which we fit new knowledge.

It is always a challenge to take on board something new,

but if it demands not only integration 

into our existing framework,

but requires actual dismantling of the foundation and rebuilding;

it is a very difficult task indeed.

Learning is one thing(Restructuring our base of knowing 

and re-learning is quite another.

And so we see different people or groups of people 

in John chapter 9 and their different commitments or bases

of knowledge:

There’s the blind man:  His foundation is physical blindness and the experiences of life that go with that.

There’s the crowd(maybe neighbours. 

Their foundation is their observation both of this man

and of all that is normal.

Then there are his parents.

Their commitment is the fear and shame of having had 

a son born blind.

They know him.

They love him.

But they also know the hard time 

they have had in the past about him!

Their level of trust is minimal.

Finally there are the Pharisees:

The Pharisees never look very good in the gospel accounts,

but they are a helpful group(they represent so many 

of our own norms.

Their base and their commitment is also to past experience.

They know how the world works.

They are not stupid!

They know that a man born blind will always be blind.

This is reasonable.

Their education and their calling

mean that their basic commitment is also to 

religious teachings, regulations and tradition. 

God commanded that the Sabbath be kept.

They kept it,

and saw that others kept it too.

If someone kept the Sabbath they were obeying God.

If someone broke the Sabbath they were disobeying God.

It was logical:

Jesus broke the rules around Sabbath keeping:

Jesus was disobeying God.

Within their schemata of knowledge

and their commitments

It couldn’t have been more obvious that Jesus 

did NOT come from God.

He didn’t even obey God, for goodness sake!

So they questioned the man about his eyesight:

· About his blindness.

· About how he came to see.

· And about the person who had apparently made this happen.

They questioned 

and kept on questioning.

His answers were not in the least satisfactory.

They did not fit their existing knowledge.

On the other hand, 

some of the Pharisees admitted to being puzzled.

If the man Jesus was not from God

how on earth could he have 

done something like making a blind man to see?

Some of them admitted that the basis of their knowledge

was being shaken.

Good on them!

That can’t have been easy.

But even back then there were conspiracy theorists!

The Pharisees were desperate.

They were not prepared to admit they might be wrong.

There was nothing wrong with their knowledge.

The foundation of the way they saw things 

was perfectly adequate thank you!

It must be that the man had never been blind in the first place!
· that all these years he and his parents had cooked up 

a good story - pulled the wool over everyone’s eyes.

It’s a silly argument.

But often we are silly when we’re desperate.

And believe me 

they were desperate(
desperate enough to keep interrogating 

the now seeing and insightful man.

He sees through their questions and has a go at them:

‘I’ve told and told you what happened 

but you don’t seem to be listening.

Why are you so interested anyway?

Are you wanting to become one of his followers too?!’

If only!

If only all their questions were from that base of 

interest and openness and poverty of heart.

If only they could have acknowledged that 

they were blind and needed to see.

But the Pharisees will have none of it.

They acknowledge no need of their own.

They certainly do not see themselves as blind.

And fair enough!

Neither do we, more often than not.

That’s why the knowledge of John’s Gospel is so radical.

That’s why,

when our base of knowledge is over-turned by the One 

who is the Way, the Truth and the Life,

it is such a transformation 

that it can be described as a new birth.

The man born blind knew he was blind,

He encountered Christ,

He obeyed Christ,

And his eyes were opened in more ways than one.

As we follow him through chapter nine of John’s Gospel

we see an example of faith seeking understanding.

He believes and then 

he sets about the task of understanding 

what this new basis of knowledge means.

The challenge from the Pharisees is useful on his journey 

towards understanding.

Listen to his words again from verse 30:

“Here is an astonishing thing!

You do not know where he, Jesus, comes from,

and yet he opened my eyes.

We know that God does not listen to sinners,

But he does listen to one who 

worships him and obeys his will.

Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.

If this man were not from God,

He could do nothing!”

The man beats the Pharisees at their own game.

It’s not that he was a better arguer 

nor that he knew the tradition better.

It’s because his whole basis of knowing has been demolished,

through his encounter with Christ

and through that same encounter

he is enabled to start re-building.

When his blindness was healed, 

he started unlearning and re-learning,

and he gave himself willingly to the process.

It was a process founded on an encounter.

It was a process founded on faith so that when 

Jesus sought him out again 

the end result was more than rational.

Rationality had played an important part.
But in the end, he worshipped.

His faith sought understanding, 

and when he understood, he worshipped.
