First Bible Reading:
Genesis 12: 1 – 4a

Second Bible reading:
Romans 4: 1 – 8, 13 - 17


Let’s think about life for a few moments.

Not life in general, but specific lives.

Your life(My life:

What we do with our days(
The things we enjoy doing(
The things we do because we have to((
The various demands that are part and parcel 

of your particular life. . .

We get used to our own lives.

Even when we’re a bit busier than we’d like to be;

or when we’re in more pain and discomfort 

than we would prefer;

most of us get used to our lot in life, don’t we?!

Most of us find ways to live our particular lives.

It took me some months to get into the rhythm 

of the new lifestyle for me here at St John’s,

But I’m into it now.

I’m used to it, 

just like you’re used to your life and its demands.

Now an interesting thing happens when 

instead of addressing our own lives

we stop and observe other people’s lives:

How many people do you know 

and wonder how on earth they manage?

Who do you observe and say:

“I don’t know how you manage!

I just couldn’t do it!”

And more often than not,

the other person says something that sounds a bit self-deprecating 

“Well, we all do what we have to.”

Or
“But you’re so good at what you do!  Of course, you’d manage.”

Some of you may know a story that Corrie Ten Boom told:

Corrie Ten Boom was a prisoner in Auswitz.

On her release she became an international speaker.

She would tell how God had helped her 

during that awful time.

Understandably, 

people’s response to her was often,

“I don’t know how you managed!

I would never have coped the way you did!”

In reply she would tell a story from her own childhood 

to illustrate a very helpful spiritual truth:

Her Father often travelled away from home for his work.

He would pack a suitcase,

and walk down to the railway station to catch the train.

As a nine year old, Corrie wanted to carry his suitcase for him.

He declined.  

It was far too heavy for her.

She insisted and so he let her try.

She was very disappointed because her father was right.

It was far too heavy for her.

That’s because she was just a little girl,

And it was not her case to carry.

It was her father’s case and he could manage just fine.

As an adult in Auswitz she encountered both 

humanity’s cruelty and God’s grace.

She coped in Auswitz not because she was somehow stronger

 than her audience

but because she was in Auswitz and they were not.

God met her with grace where she was.

Of course, 

those who hadn’t been in Auswitz 

didn’t need the grace and the strength to cope with it.

Why would God give us grace and strength for 

somewhere we’re not,

to do something we’re not doing 

and not called to do?
The spiritual principle is that wherever we are called

there we find the grace and the strength.

Just as you wouldn’t cope with what I am called to,

so I ,quite seriously, 

wouldn’t manage what you are called to.

As we are called so we are given the grace.

The grace and the calling are one and the same.

With God’s call comes God’s grace.

But only those who are able to respond in faith 

know that to be true.

Abram was called by God:

He was called to do a very radical thing:

In Genesis the call is worded like this:

Go from your country and your kindred 

and your father’s house

to the land I will show you.

Now why would Abram do that?

Why would he leave everything he knew?
Why would he walk away from 

his own country and his kindred and his father’s house?

How would Abram do that?

Where would he find the determination and inner resolve 

to cope with the isolation and the uncertainty 

that this call almost certainly placed on him?

Would we cope with such a call?

Hardly!

Although, it must be said, that  some of you here today have coped with doing something similar.

How would we manage to respond?

The truth is, Abraham himself 

wouldn’t have managed to respond  

if the call came as starkly as I read it.

But with the call comes the promise.

With the call comes the grace.

And with grace 

so a faith response becomes possible.

The Lord didn’t just say to Abram, “Leave everyone and go.”

The Lord continued with the promise,

“I will make of you a great nation and I will bless you,

and make your name great so that you will be a blessing.”

The promise was part and parcel of the calling.

The question that comes to mind is:

· How normal is this?

· Is this the way God usually works?

· Or is this call plus promise plus grace just for the unique individuals we read of in the Bible?

This is an important question.

If we don’t stop to ask that interpretative kind of question we could make some mistakes.

We could assume that everything we read in the Bible 

we can just pick up and apply to ourselves today 

without further ado.

To answer the question we need to observe the biblical patterns

We need to weigh the various kinds of literature we are reading

And we need to check the transferability of the concepts from one culture to another, and so on.

Today I am going to assume the last two for sake of time,

and look particularly at the biblical pattern of

Call and promise and grace.

Let’s begin with the preamble to the baptism this morning.

In Matthew chapter 28 we read something very similar:

A call(
And a promise that is an integral part of the call:

Jesus said: Full authority in heaven and on earth

Has been committed to me.  Go therefore to all nations

and make them my disciples;

Baptize them in the name of the Father

and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe

all that I have commanded you.

That’s a full-on call!  A huge task.

How could anyone ever be expected to do that?

Only because of the promise.

Only because of the grace.

Jesus continued: I will be with you always, to the end of time.  

And in the Romans reading 

there is a fascinating phrase tucked away

that points us in a direction we were perhaps not expecting?

The reading is about faith and righteousness on the whole.

It explains that Abraham was made right with God 

because of his faith:

Because, that is, 

he allowed himself to drawn into fulfilling God’s call

through the grace and the promise that came with it.

It was not so much that Abraham worked really hard

and God rewarded him for his efforts.

It was that as God drew Abraham,

and called Abraham, 

and promised Abraham;

Abraham found himself 

able to believe(able to respond.

That’s what made him right with God.

Paul tells us this in his usual dense theological style.

And then in chapter 4 and verses 16-17 he goes a bit deeper

as he attempts an explanation of the dynamic 

between the call and the promise:

“For this reason it depends on faith,

in order that the promise may rest on grace

and be guaranteed to all his descendants . . .

in the presence of the God in whom he believed,

who gives life to the dead

and calls into existence things that do not exist.”

Who and what is this God who called Abraham

and who calls us?

This is the God who gives life to the dead
This is the God who calls into existence things that do not exist.
Now where have we heard that kind of talk before?

Giving life to the dead has to refer to the resurrection of Jesus:

The impossible possibility(
The gift of grace that is the result of the call.

And “calling into existence things that do not exist”?

Surely here, unexpectedly,

 we have a reference to the creation narrative in Genesis 1.

In that narrative we have one of the clearest examples 

of the word of God

being part and parcel of the action,

the result of God.

God said, “Let there be light” and there was light.

God said . . . and it was so.

It does seem that there is a deep and creative entwinement

between God’s word / God’s call

and the parallel action or promise or gift of grace.

What Paul does in writing his letter to the church at Rome

is to refer to a pattern that emerges from 

the very nature of God.

This is simply and complexly the way God is.

This is obviously and mysteriously the way God relates 

to the world and to those in the world.

This is how God encounters you and me.

How do we know that when God calls 

God also gives grace that enables 

the call to be worked out in our lives through faith?

Not just because of the story of Abraham – 

important as that is!

Not just because of the record of the creation narratives – 

essential as they are!

But very significantly because of 

the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

In Christ’s life, death and resurrection we see 

the first new human being called by God to life and death

raised to new life by the promise and by grace.

We see the Creator speaking 

and thus raising to life a new creation(
that life that is ours through faith in Christ.

How do we know that 

we will be enabled to live out our lives by grace?

How do I know that 

when God calls 

I will be helped to live that calling by faith?
How do you know that 

grace is also available to you to do what you must do?

Because the same God who raised Jesus from the dead

is at work within us.

The One who calls is faithful.

With the call comes the promise!

As we open our ears and hearts to hear God’s call,

may we find that call matched with enabling grace.  Amen.

