Morning Service, for 18th April 2010 
This morning we have two readings that both talk about God’s grace and the call to serve.

Both outline the sheer extravagance of God’s Grace

We have Saul who has a unique experience of God and is transformed into the apostle we now know as Paul

And we also have Peter who having denied Christ three times is now questioned and directed threes times to serve God.

The overarching message for this morning is that God’s grace transforms us into people of service.

This is not to suggest that we are saved by our works but to challenge us that there is also no such thing in the words of Bonheoffer as Cheap Grace. 

An authentic relationship with God cannot help but call us into a life of service to God and neighbour.

Let us turn first to the situation of Saul.

Who could imagine the early church’s most fervent enemy being totally changed into an equally fervent servant of God

Saul was traveling on the road to Damascus when he was suddenly overcome by an experience of God.

The reading speaks of a blinding light and Saul falling to the ground and then hearing “Saul, Saul why do you persecute me?”

Saul responds “Who are you Lord?”

The voice continues “I am Jesus whom, you are persecuting, but rise and enter the city and you will be told what you are to do.”

The rest of the story continues on to recount Saul’s name change to Paul and the subsequent ministry that followed after.

God’s grace completely turned around the greatest enemy of the early Church or as the reading says people of “the way”.

Paul was on the way to Damascus to persecute the people of the way and instead found the way himself.

So much rich imagery for us to take in and understand.

To know that no one is beyond God’s grace.

But it didn’t stop there, Paul was commissioned to action.

Verse 6 states that he was bid to rise and enter the city where he would be told what to do.

Paul went on to do many great things in the service of God.

God’s grace impacted this man so much that it completely changed his life 

His whole focal point for living now revolved around the will of God through Jesus not his previous Jewish understandings.

This is particularly important because Paul was a great Jewish scholar and his entire purpose in life was to extinguish the Christian faith as he believed it to be  

wrong and very dangerous.

After Paul was turned completely around, the Christian faith became the most precious thing in life to him and he goes on to do everything he can to share that faith with others.

In Paul’s Damascus Road experience we can see that God’s grace and forgiveness transforms us and calls us into a people of service.

God's grace cannot help but call us to serve others

Service becomes who we are not something we do.  

In our lives of worship we join in God’s plan to redeem and restore his creation 

God’s grace joins us to his plan of redemption and includes us in his work of restoration. 

Like Paul our desire becomes to live out Gods will.

How do we grasp this opportunity in its fullness?

Questions abound for us in our everyday lives such as what should we do, where shall we serve, are we good enough to serve?

What happens if we know God but don’t know how to serve others or don’t feel this compelling urge to act?
Does this mean we are not Christians as we profess to be?

does our inaction cheapen the grace we have received?

These are questions we ask ourselves to ensure we do not become complacent in our discipleship.

The reading from John sheds some light on these questions and gives us hope that this is not an impossible task.
John shares with us another resurrection appearance of Jesus.  In this one Jesus has prepared a meal on the beach for the disciples.

From a hard night of fishing and a blessed catch they return to fresh bread and fish on the beach.

This is again a significant event, it is a resurrection meal.  

It was around this meal time that Peter is faced with the Christ he denied three times.

This meal signifies forgiveness and a call to service.  

This simple meal on the beach reminds us all of the call to discipleship in Christ.

In this passage Peter is asked three times by Jesus, “Do you love me?”

And all three times he answered yes.

Seem a little familiar?

Just a few days earlier Peter had three times done exactly the opposite.

Three times he had denied his relationship with God.

I wonder how apprehensive Peter felt when he saw Jesus there on the beach.

I can’t help but think that those three denials were causing him a lot of pain right about now.

For peter it was gut check time

The saviour that he had denied three times after saying he would never falter 

was standing there right in front of him.

Jesus using the same three time format of the denial asks him again for affirmation.

Do you love me, Do you love me, Do you love me,

Peter sensing another chance to affirm that love despite his previous failings eagerly grasps it and responds yes, yes, yes.

Jesus in his acceptance of the answer forgives Peter and turns Peter around one hundred and eighty degrees.

From despair in the face of the risen Jesus whom he denied 

to the hope that he can serve Jesus again faithfully.

There are some textual points that can be discussed that add further to this understanding of Grace and Service.

When Jesus questions Peter the first two times he uses the term Agape love 

Peter responds with yes I Philos love you

Now there is a difference between these two words, Agape meaning an all encompassing love - like that of God.

Where as Philos means a brotherly or human love , strong but not as absolute as Agape.

In the third question Jesus asks peter If he Philos loves him instead of Agape loves hims.

And peter’s response is yes that he does Philos love him.

It seems to me that Jesus’ acceptance of peter’s Brotherly or human love is a hopeful and empowering sign for all of us who have fallen short. 

A human love will falter and a human love will not be perfect, But Jesus is saying a human love is enough. 

Jesus takes what we have and transforms it 

Imagine the relief and joy that acceptance brought Peter.

Peter who had expressed this Philos Love yet had denied Christ three times.

The knowledge that even though he had failed 

God forgave and accepted him anyway.

Now in response to each of Peter’s answers Jesus also gives Peter a directive.  

The acceptance of Peters love is directly attached to a commission to serve.

Feed my lambs, Tend my sheep, Feed my sheep, 

God’s Grace is accompanied by a call to serve.

And the call is specific.  

This is helpful for us who are worried and struggling with understanding how to live a life of service.

We are called to care for and tend to the flock.

The reference to Lambs poses the question of who is a lamb in the Church.

Perhaps by placing the use of the word Lamb in the first question Jesus is highlighting a particular place for supporting and teaching those who are new to faith.  

Of whom which young people are often a large group 

It is the young people in our Sunday schools and youth groups who are most often the newest in faith amongst us.

Ministering to them is definitely a helpful way we can live a life of service.

The other two directives concern feeding and tending the sheep.

The sheep seem to be everyone else we come into contact with.  

Feeding may reflect the role of teaching 

and tending a wider role of overall care.

So there is call to service from Jesus a call to be involved.

There can be no escape for the Christian from a life of service.

At the same time our service or works are never meant to be a threshold that we must meet 
but are better understood as responses that we make spurred on by and empowered by Gods grace.

And in looking to Christ to keep our relationship strong we help ensure that our response is authentic not forced. 

It was Peter’s love for God that led to Jesus’ calling him to tend and feed the sheep 

We can see that in the life of Peter that the Philos Love of God is sufficient to sustain us in our call.

It is God’s extravagant grace that allows our philos love to accepted in the place of agape love

God Grace accepts and transforms our human love and works through us to bring about God’s kingdom.

It is in the serving that our Christian lives bear fruit and are part of the coming kingdom of God.

This seemingly simple resurrection meal of bread and fish on the beach encompasses the very call to Discipleship that permeates the meaning of the Christian life.

It would pay us to remember whenever we share bread in celebrating communion together we are once again affirming our role in bringing about God’s kingdom 

All Christians experience the same call to serve as Paul and as Peter, no more and no less. 

While we may not be called to do all the specific ministries that Peter and Paul engaged in, 
we still share that amazing, extravagant gift of God’s grace that forgives us our shortcoming and then empowers our humble efforts to serve.

and it is only through God’s extravagant grace that our lives are given over to God’s purpose and plan. 

Let these two men serve as reminders to us that our faith is lived out in Gods service .

The same call Paul received we have received also

The call to a complete change of life, to be in service to God’s will

The same Call Peter received we have received also

That even as we love God and fall short we are forgiven in Christ and called to serve anew

So as followers of the Way let us constantly be challenging ourselves to be serving God lest we become stuck in our own  way and cease moving forward to the coming Kingdom of God.

Praise be to God, Amen.










