Sermon: The Trinity of Consistency 

He will guide you into all Truth:  

To guide someone requires knowledge of, Where to go, when to stop, when to continue and where the best paths are to take.
I can remember my first tramping experience in Madagascar.  I was being led by a friend called Herijaona.  He had grown up in the area and knew where all the best places were to visit.  He also knew where the short cuts were and where we needed to be careful.

As we were returning home, we came to a number of bushes which covered the path we were travelling on.  I was about to walk through one of the bushes, because to me it seemed the only way through, when Herijaona grabbed me by the arm and stopped me short. “Look closer” he said to me. So I looked and suddenly noticed that the entire bush was covered in black caterpillars.  These caterpillars, he told me later are poisonous and can cause a lot of pain if you touch them. 
If it wasn’t for Herijaona I would have probably got lost, but no only that, I would have more than likely gotten hurt at well.

In John 16 we hear Jesus tell his disciple about the coming of the Holy Spirit

We hear Jesus say that the Holy Spirit will guide them

In the Old Testament

The Holy Spirit first worked in creation

The Holy Spirit gave prophecy and Scripture

The Holy Spirit conveyed certain necessary skills for various tasks

Administration was also a gift of the Holy Spirit (if you want to read more about this see Gen 41:38).
The Spirit also endowed the early kings of Israel with special capabilities

In the Life of Jesus

The Holy Spirit came upon Mary

The Holy Spirit directed Jesus into the Wilderness

 His whole life was in the Spirit

And the disciples have seen evidence of the Holy Spirit in the one whom they follow

They have seen miracles and demons cast out of people

And now Jesus is telling them that this same Holy Spirit will guide them!

But not only guide them, but guide them into all Truth

All Truth:  doesn’t this leave things open a little too much

Does this mean that the Holy Spirit will guide me on the path to my own truth?

Does it mean that the Holy Spirit will guide each of us on the path of our own truths?

What happens if each of our ‘truth’ are different?

A recent article titled ‘Postmodernity and the Crisis of "Truth"’ stated that in the postmodern world ‘There is no absolute Truth only contingent truths’.

So if we only have dependant truths the truth that the Holy Spirit guides us to can be anything we want it to be.

Example:  THIBODAUX, (Tibadoe) Louisiana . – A man who told police that God told him to walk the streets naked to save his soul has been arrested. Thibodaux police responded to an obscenity complaint around 2 a.m. Thursday and found Shafiq Mohamed walking nude down the street. When approached, Mohamed reportedly told officers that "America raped him" and added God told him to walk the streets naked to save his soul.
How will we know what all truth will be?

How will we know if it is really God guiding us through his Spirit?

Just as the Spirit is not independent of the Son, but speaks of what he has heard from him (the Son), so the Son is not independent of the Father, but speaks what he has heard from the Father.

It is a trinity of Consistency

We have a criterion for measuring whether what is claimed about the Spirit is true

To be truth, it must be consistent with the Son and with the Father.
God guides us through His Spirit to all truth 

But this guiding is always consistent with God’s love, holiness and sacrifice shown in the life of Christ Jesus.
This is called the trinity of Consistency
He will declare to you the things that are to come:
To declare (disclose: a)naggeÑllw) also means to announce, Or to make known the things that are to come.
What is one of the things we like talking about in New Zealand?

Weather; especially at the moment due to the bad weather we have been having around the country.  Maybe we have been a bit more glue to the television set waiting for the weather forecaster to tell us what the weather will be like in the next few days.
The weather forecaster declares to us what the weather will be like, he or she, concerning weather is announcing what is to come

However in the Gospel according to John the word ‘declare’ means more than just conveying a message of the things to come

In the sense that the Holy Spirit gives information and we receive the information.
It means the ‘declaration’.  The ‘announcement’ of the things to come consists of interpreting in relation to each coming generation the contemporary significance of what Jesus has said and done.  The best Christian preparation for what is coming to pass is not an exact foreknowledge of the future but a deep understanding of what Jesus mean’s for our own time in His role of prophetic declaration the Holy Spirit continues the work of Jesus.
In John 4: 25-26 Jesus identified himself to the Samaritan woman as the Messiah.  Now the Samaritans were awaiting a Prophet- like- Moses, who would interpret the Mosaic Law, given long before, so as to solve the present legal problem of the community.
Jesus declares to the women that the interpretation of the Law written so long ago is found in Him.  Only by understanding who Jesus is and what he says will the Samaritan community understand the meaning of the Mosaic Law for their present time.
It is the same for us.  The Holy Spirit declares to us what Jesus has said and done and what it means for our own generation, our own time and our own context.
Again this must be in the understanding that the Holy Spirit will declare only what is consistent with the Son and the Father

The Trinity of Consistency

He will glorify me:
J.S. Bach said, "All music should have no other end and aim than the glory of God and the soul's refreshment; where this is not remembered there is no real music but only a devilish hub-bub."

He headed his compositions: "J.J." "Jesus Juva" which means "Jesus help me."  He ended them "S.D.G." "Soli Dei gratia" which means "To God alone the praise."

In the Old Testament there are two important elements in the understanding of the Glory of God:  It is a visible manifestation of His Majesty in acts of power.

While God is invisible, from time to time He manifests Himself to humanity by a striking action, and this is his Glory.
Sometimes the action is in the realm of nature, e.g. a thunderstorm.  Sometimes it takes place in history.  In Exodus 16: 7-10 Moses promises the people: “In the morning you shall see the glory of God.” He is referring to the miracle of the manna to be performed by God.

Since Jesus is the incarnate Word of God, he is an embodiment of divine glory. The two elements of glory are present in him.  Jesus represents the visible divine presence exercising itself in mighty acts.
The whole New Testament agrees that the resurrected Jesus was the vehicle of glory because the resurrection was the mighty act of God par excellence.
This is shown in John 17:5 “So now glorify me, Father, in your presence with that glory which I had with you before the world existed.”

But what does it mean for the Holy Spirit and for us when Jesus says “He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”
The word ‘glorify’ in the New Testament means to praise, to extol, to magnify, to celebrate.  Jesus glorified the Father by revealing the Father to humanity.
The Holy Spirit praises Jesus by revealing him to humankind and also glorifies Jesus by developing children of God who reflect God’s glory in a way similar to that in which Jesus reflects God’s glory.
Therefore as Christians, empowered by the Holy Spirit we are to reflect God’s glory by proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ, by the way we love others and by the way we live our lives

This glorification must be consistent with the glorification shown within the Trinity relationship, the Trinity of Consistency.
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