Sermon 30th March 2008
Doubting Thomas, Doubting World.

Holy One, may these words be your words. And if they are not; may these people hear in them what you need them to hear. Amen.
· INTRO – show images – now I would just quickly like to show you all an image.  This is an amazing piece of art done by Carravagio and explores the Gospel Story of Doubting Thomas.  This is obviously the work of a master artist and captures depths of meaning in so many ways

· But after searching on the internet another image crossed my path that was even more amazing and captures the pure essence of Doubting Thomas.
· Seriously both these images show us something about the doubting Thomas story.  

· The expression Doubting Thomas is no doubt familiar to most of you here this morning.  
· However what does it signify for us today as a worshipping Christian community? 
· What is the Gospel of John trying to tell us with Thomas’ Doubt? 
· The reading this morning has themes of doubt, fear, peace, the power of the holy spirit and the fullness of the resurrection 
· Out of all of these I want to concentrate on the relationship between doubt, faith and the message of Peace.

· Let us revisit the story 
· The Disciples were hiding in fear from the authorities in a locked house.
· Jesus suddenly appeared to the Disciples inside this locked house and they rejoiced – notice he appeared in a locked house 

· This is a way of showing us the resurrection power of Jesus; even locked doors don’t block him out.
· His first statement was “Peace be with you” and then after showing the disciples his hands and sides he says “Peace be with you.  As the father has sent me, so I send you”.
· He also breathed upon them and said receive the Holy Spirit as well mentioning the forgiving and retaining of Sin

· This is John’s Gospel’s version of the Pentecost event.

· At this first meeting Thomas was not present however and said “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”
· A week later Jesus appears to Thomas and the other disciple in much the same circumstances as the first.
· Both times the doors were locked but Jesus appeared anyway.
· Both times he says peace be with you
· To Thomas specifically he says “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.”
· Thomas then replies “My Lord and my God!”
· Jesus then said “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

· TEACHING POINTS
· So, what to make of all this?

· This morning you would have heard the doors close loudly during our call to worship 

· This signifies that we also are locked away and hidden, nursing our own fear and doubts.  And that this worship service signifies that Christ can enter into this locked situation and speak peace. 
· Now Thomas had his doubts but once the truth of the physical risen body of Christ was presented he responded with Faith and Belief.
· Thomas’s doubt is a human response and an understandable one

· even the other disciples had the benefit of seeing Jesus first.
· And even they originally doubted the words of the women who came from the tomb and declared Jesus’ resurrection.

· This feeling of doubt is OK – In fact it gives hope to all those who are searching for truth.
· It gives us encouragement that even if we have doubts those doubts will be answered.
· Just as Jesus invited Thomas’ inquiry so faith invites inquiry

· That’s not to say Faith honours doubt for its own sake, but rather doubt that is seeking truth.
· doubt without this honest inquiry for the truth leads people to smugness and closed mindedness
· Thomas’ reaction after his doubts were dispelled shows us that he responds to truth.  
· His response was one of a faithful proclamation of the risen Christ
· Now the disciples had the benefit of seeing and touching the living breathing Christ everyday
· We don’t have that luxury in fact Thomas’ reaction is more like the default position for all of us. – I’ll believe it when I see it.
· And Yet Thomas did believe when he saw it so there is hope for us in this.
· The hope that if we have doubts like Thomas we can still grasp the truth of the Risen Christ when he presents himself and not turn our backs and prefer doubt to truth.

· This brings us to the last statement of Jesus in the reading where he said “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
· True resurrection faith will display a confidence in the promises of the Gospel even when the statistical data and physical evidence seems to point in another direction.
· That doesn’t mean we should ignore the data, but rather that we will not be ruled by it.
· Jesus is saying that those who can believe without this constant proof of purchase are blessed indeed.  
· So whether we come to faith with doubts as Thomas did or as someone who believes without seeing there is also an action attached to our faith.
· This brings us back to when Jesus says” Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  

· Three times he blesses his disciples with the words, "Peace be with you" (John 20:19, 21, 26).
· He then sends them out with that same message of peace for all the world: "As the Father has sent me, I am sending you" (20:21).
· Followers of Jesus wish God's peace to every human being. We favor all that promotes human life, health, and wholeness, what the Jewish people call shalom. 
· We have an unapologetic bias toward helping the poor, the weak, the marginal, and the vulnerable for whom peace is only a distant dream.  

· So doubt that is conquered leads to faith which carries with it a message of peace
· What does this mean for our world?  
· It seems to me offer hope to a world full of doubt 
· Through the resurrection of Christ there is a hope for doubt to turn to faith
· And from that faith initiate a response that is in accord with Jesus’ imperative of peace.
· A response that condemns violence and brokenness, a response that fosters peace and reconciliation in our world. 

· What does the story of Thomas say to our Church community?
· I wonder if our Church community is too full of doubt, we know this story of Thomas and maybe we are too ready to accept its crutch 
· That its ok to doubt and eventually be shown the truth rather than strive for the blessedness of the unseen belief in the Risen Christ.  
· One example that springs to mind is the question of Church growth – all our leaders and the stats point to a national decline in numbers and participation in church life 
· And yet is there a sense of urgency in response to this situation?  
· Are we like Thomas ready to pronounce in face of this evidence that now is the time to respond in faith and proclamation 
· Or are we like Thomas before the Risen Christ presents himself  
· Are we still not satisfied that all the proof is here?  
· A similar situation can be said for the issue of climate change and our stewardship of Gods creation.
· In this time after Easter what does the story of Doubting Thomas awake within us?
· Are we merely content with the I’ll believe when I see it attitude or are we stirred in response to Christ’s words to seek the blessedness of the those who believe and have not seen.  
· Are we stirred to step out in faith?
· What does this text say in the light of mission?
· What does it mean to live this promise in the light of the bureaucracy of the day – process, feasibility budgets and timesheets?
· Do we live with Doubt because is easy to hold on to in this very practical world?
· Or are we stirred to action by the resurrection promise of blessing for the faith of the unseen?
· When does caution and prudence become doubt and closed-mindedess?

· In the light of missional commitment to young people – what does it say about a Church that is no longer the hub of community?
· It leaves youth ministry in a fragile environment that is constantly grappling with ways of reaching out into the community – ways that are plagued with doubt from those in and outside the ministry.

· And then when relationship with young people is achieved the next challenge arises of how to nurture that engagement inside a traditional system that really is not built for such a fluid and culturally changing people group?

· More Doubt abounds in this area, what do we do?  What can we do? Is it too hard?

· There are a lot of questions in the area of Doubt it seems almost fitting.

Sum Up
· However there are some things we can highlight to ensure we remain focused on the Gospel promises and not our own missional agendas.

· Faith seeks inquiry just like Jesus invited Thomas inquiry

· Doubt is a human response and as long as its basis is the quest for truth then it can be a hopeful part of our faith journey

· Doubt without seeking truth leads to closed-mindedness
· When Doubt vanishes Faith is expressed and Jesus’ words “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” urges us to bring peace to others.

· The cycle of doubt, proof, and response is always assaulting us in our modern world.
· Jesus’ words challenge us to break out of this cycle and be blessed by the belief in the unseen.

· This is a challenge to our level of Faith.

· The substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 

· Our question once again is.  

· Are we stirred by Jesus to step out in faith?  

