1. It was only three weeks ago when we briefly explored the question 

Who do people think Jesus is?

Or more precisely ‘what does the world think of Jesus?’

In the story today we witness Jesus asking his disciples a similar question

"What do people say about the Son of Man?" 
Some of their responses are 

John the Baptist
Possibly Elijah or Jeremiah 
or some other prophet
We know that many people today

have no idea who the Son of Man is

have no desire to know

or make the Son of Man into what they think he should be for them

Muslims respect and revere Jesus. They consider him one of the greatest of God’s messengers to mankind.  However they also believe that Jesus was merely human.

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe Christ is “a god,” but not “the God.” They teach that Jesus “was and is and always will be beneath Jehovah” and that “Christ and God are not coequal”.
Many Kiwis believe the name ‘Jesus’ is a useful swear word. Some consider him a nice guy but impotent to the worlds concerns today

It is in the middle of this discussion that Jesus asks us, just as he asked his first disciples

Ok, ok, ok, that’s them

But what about you

Who do you say I am?
It is Peter who confesses 

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.”

This is the centre piece for the Gospel of Matthew

With all the misunderstandings

And all the confusion about who Jesus is and what his mission is about
Peter a mere fisherman, recognises and confesses that this man in front of him

Is the Son of the living God, the Messiah!
Now stop for a moment

Can we fully grasp what this proclamation did not only for Peter but for the other disciples?
It was at this time that Peter took all that he had been thinking about, and pondering about as he followed this man

Everything he had seen and witnessed as he travelled with Jesus 

The extraordinary healings

The powerful words spoken 

A human able to forgive sins

He took all these things and moulded them into a sentence
He breathed out and on the wind of his lips spoke words that were unable to be taken back

Words that would change his life and the course of history

Have you ever felt that your experience of Jesus in your life

All that you have read, heard and witnessed in ready to be expressed?

Have you ever had something happen to you and you are just bursting to tell others about it?

How do you feel when you tell them?
I can remember in one of my Bible College classes waiting to ask a question that I had wanted to ask for ages.  I had been thinking about the issue for a couple of weeks and I just wanted to hear what others thought about it.  The first time I was given a opportunity to ask the question I decided not to, just in case people thought it was silly.  After the class I was really annoyed with myself because I didn’t share with others the thing I had been wrestling with.  The second time the class met and I had another opportunity I decided I would ask my question.  How wonderful I felt when I ask and not only got the answer but also when I found out that many others wanted to ask the same question.

I wonder what would happen to those around us and even to ourselves if we confessed all that we have been thinking, reading and learning about Jesus, the Son of the living God?

2. What does Jesus mean when he says to Peter “That he will give Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven?”
First does this mean that it is only Peter who has this authority?

This is certainly how it appears

Because of Peter’s confession he is the one who receives the blessing; 
is called the rock, the foundation of the church 

is given the authority and the keys to the kingdom
And let’s not forget the power to bind and loose

This of course has lead to the reasoning that Peter is the head of the church

And why the Roman Catholic Church invests Peter with an authority and a succession of leadership

What I want to suggest is that Jesus does intend Peter as the forerunner to “this rock” on which he will build his church

Because Jesus’ pronouncement is directed toward Peter personally

The most natural way we can read this part of the story is to see that Jesus points to Peter as one who will play a foundational role in the establishment of his Church.

This notion is consistent with the way in which from the beginning Peter has been spokesman and leader of the twelve.

Jesus recognises 

The leadership role Peter is beginning to assume by this time and promises to extend it in laying the foundation of the church

But what, you may ask, does this mean for the rest of the eleven disciples and for us?

Jesus will build HIS church

But it will come about through the foundational activity of the apostles and the prophets

Peter will be the leader among the apostles

But once he has fulfilled that role, he will pass off the scene

His position is not passed on to others

Peter is given a special recognition for all he is and is to be 
But he is never placed above or apart from the disciples

The church has been established and throughout history faithful people have been involved 

And although Peter has a very crucial role, which Jesus blessed him with, he is not the only part of the foundation of the church 

Peter must be considered an extremely important part of Church history and a faithful follower of Christ.
Jesus recognised the role that Peter would have in the formation of the church.  Jesus also recognises the roles that we have to play in the continuing work of the church.  

However are we really ready to accept what Jesus has called us to do?
Do we even see ourselves as worthy?

Maybe we think we can’t express ourselves well

Maybe we feel we don’t have any gifts to offer to anyone

Maybe we think Jesus only calls those who work fulltime in the church

Or do we use the excuse that we don’t fully understand Jesus, or the bible, or the Gospel of Matthew, or the church, to the point that we miss Jesus’ blessing?

Before we do any of these things we need to remember who Peter was, where he came from, how he did hurt Jesus, misunderstood Jesus

And yet Peter was chosen by Jesus to found His church. 

3. What are these keys to the kingdom and what does it mean to bind and loose?
Keys are obviously something that are used to unlock something locked and lock something that was unlocked
Therefore, using this logic, Peter has been given the keys to lock and unlock the gates to heaven?

What about to bind and to loose?

I’m drawn to the image of someone being tied up with a rope.

That person is bound up with the rope.  He or she is held prisoner 

However, once that rope is cut, then they are set free or loosed 
But what is Jesus going on about

Peter is given the keys to unlock and lock the gates to heaven and the power to tie people up or to set them free

This is what I think Jesus means

Peter’s mission is to give people access to the kingdom

And this mission involves especially his preaching of the gospel

Peter the representative disciple who give the first personal declaration of the Messiah’s identity

Is the one in the book of Acts who opens the doors of the kingdom to the Jews on Pentecost (Acts 2)

To the Samaritans (Acts 8)

And finally to the Gentiles (Acts 10)
Once Peter used the keys to open the door to the Kingdom of God

He passes from the scene

The door to the Kingdom now stands open throughout the ages

So the keys are no longer needed

Concerning binding and loosing
I believe this refers to the forgiveness of sins

It also refers to how sins are forgiven or not forgiven

Say you wanted to swim across a river but you didn’t’ know how to swim then you would be bound on one side of the river until you met the requirement of getting across (which of course knowing how to swim)

Once you learnt how to swim then you are able to get across, you are set free from being stuck on one side of the river (you are loosed)

Peter and all the disciples that follow him, yes this does include us 

Have the authority to declare the terms under which God forgives or retains sins

As we proclaim the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ 

As we declare the terms under which God forgives or retains 

People will respond in one way or another 

People who receive the gospel message are loosed from their sins so that they can enter the open door to the kingdom
People who reject the gospel message are bound in their sins, which will prevent then from entering the Kingdom

The doors of the kingdom are wide open 

Are we declaring how people around us, at work, at home, at school

Can enter God’s Kingdom

Or are we just hoping they will find out for themselves

Let us confess with our lips ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God’

And hear Jesus say to us

Blessed are you my Church, St John’s in the City

I have given you the authority to proclaim the Good news 

Tell all people! Tell all people!
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