Sermon 16th January 2011
It’s not about me!
You may have heard the story of two friends who met for dinner in a restaurant. Each requested filet of sole, and after a few minutes the waiter came back with their order. Two pieces of fish, a large and a small, were on the same platter. One of the men proceeded to serve his friend. Placing the small piece on a plate, he handed it across the table.

"Well, you certainly do have nerve!" exclaimed his friend. "

What's troubling you?" asked the other. "Look what you've done," he answered. "You've given me the little piece and kept the big one for yourself." "How would you have done it?" the man asked. His friend replied, "If I were serving, I would have given you the big piece." "Well," replied the man, "I've got it, haven't I?" At this, they both laughed. 

Today we have heard about John the Baptist and some of his disciples.  The first scene shows us John telling his disciple that Jesus is the ‘Lamb of God’,

But before we go further down that track, are any of you surprised at all by John selflessness?

I mean, doesn’t John the Baptist have the right to the larger piece of filet?

Look at what he has done
Faithfully serving God his whole life

Living in the harsh elements of the wild

Eating locus and honey

Putting up with annoying questions from scribes and Pharisees

He deserves some disciples

He has earnt some faithful followers

But oh no! This Jesus comes along and all the work he has done now comes to nothing

Even his disciples leave him for this man!
A bit of selfishness wouldn’t go astray, would it?

 “It’s not about me.”  That is the message whenever people in the Fourth Gospel ask John the Baptist who he is.  
He is not the Christ, not Elijah, not the Prophet,

Not even a man worthy enough to untie the sandals of the One who is to come

No matter what people think of his ministry out there across the river!

Again and again he points away from himself to this Other 
whether responding to the religious authorities from Jerusalem (John 1:19)

or to his own disciples (John 3:25)
to many of us John’s refusal to claim his own status is almost laughable.

Hasn’t he heard of good self-esteem or the importance of blowing your own trumpet?

If John the Baptist had a facebook page, his avatar would be an image of a long finger, pointing away from himself, 

and every response to a comment from his friends would be something like, “Go on over to the Lamb’s place.”

Whenever he testifies, John is a witness for the defence.  He tells others what he has seen, gives evidence on behalf of the one who sent him, points always toward the Lamb of God who gives up his life for the sin of the world.
As is true today for ministers all over the globe, John baptises with water, and his work is not for its own sake 

But

For the sake of the testimony about the light that comes into the world

Even when his own followers come to him, complaining that Jesus and his disciples are baptising more people than he is (John 3:25ff; 4:1-2), 

John continues to affirm the ministry of his supposed competition.

What about us?

We live in an egotistical world, a world of self-centeredness

A world that tells us ‘it is all about me!’

In John we witness a man who is constantly faithful to his God

To the point of becoming less so Jesus can become more!

He received no earthly reward for his hard work, 

In actual fact his head was taken from his neck

So what about us?

Does our story, our witness cause others to turn to Jesus

Or do we try to hang onto the big piece of filet?

Do we witness our own piety? 

Or do we also point others to the Lamb of God who gave up his life for the sin of the world? 

Illustration:  story by L. Nishan Bakalian 

In the town of Stepanavan, Armenia, I met a woman whom everyone called “Palasan’s Wife.”  She had her own name, of course, but townspeople called her by her husband’s name to show her great honour:
When the devastating 1988 earthquake struck Armenia, it was nearly noon, and Palasan was at work.  He rushed to the elementary school where his son was a student.  The facade was already crumbling, but he entered the building and began pushing children outside to safety.   After Palasan had managed to help twenty-eight children out, an aftershock hit that completely collapsed the school building and killed him.

So the people of Stepanavan honour his memory and his young widow by calling her Palasan’s wife.

Sometimes a person’s greatest honour is not who he or she is but to whom he or she is related.  The highest honour of any believer is to be called a disciple of Jesus Christ, who laid down his life for all people.

What are you looking for?
I have climbed highest mountains
I have run through the fields
Only to be with you
Only to be with you
I have run
I have crawled
I have scaled these city walls
These city walls
Only to be with you

But I still haven't found what I'm looking for
But I still haven't found what I'm looking for
These words are taken from the song "I Still Haven't Found What I'm Looking For" which was written and performed by rock band U2. It has subsequently become one of the group's most well-known songs and has been performed on many of their concert tours. The song exhibits influences from gospel music and its lyrics describe spiritual yearning.

As you listen to the words and the music you can hear the cry, almost like a lament, of someone trying with all their strength to find that which is missing.

There are probably many people who can sing this song as if it were their own

‘I still haven’t found what I’m looking for’

We could imagine the two disciples humming this song under their breath

The Gospel story doesn’t say how long these disciples had been with John

But it is obvious in their quick departure from John to follow Jesus

That they hadn’t found all they were looking for from the Baptist!

It is at this moment that we hear Jesus utter his first words in the Gospel of John

“What are you looking for?”

English translations obscure the meaning of the Greek, which is better translated, “what are you seeking?”

“What are you seeking?”
Jesus’ ministry begins not with a mighty command to silence a demon, as in the Gospel of Mark; 

Nor with a sermon to the crowds who have gathered on a mountain, as in the Gospel of Matthew

And not with a quotation from Isaiah to proclaim his anointing for the year of God’s favor, as in the Gospel of Luke

But it begins with a question: “what are you seeking?”

What are you looking for? 

What do you need?

This is a question worth wrestling with- as individuals, as a congregation, as a community
Especially in a new year

Since our answers will have a great deal to do with what we find as well as with the journey we take to get there.
What are we seeking?

What motivates us?

What is it that we really need, not just on the surface, but deep down in the core of our being?

What are we looking for?

Illustration: The mixed up chameleon

The book starts out with a normal chameleon that believes that his life is boring. He knows that he can change his colour, however one day at the zoo he learns that he can also change his shape and dreams. 
Therefore, one day when he is in the zoo he walks by the different animals. He wonders what life would be like if he was to change into the individual animals that he passes by. For instance, how it would feel to be a giraffe with a long neck, a fish and swim in the ocean, and an elephant with a trunk. 
By the end of the book he has turned into several different animals, however he doesn't lose the feature from the animal that he tried to turn into the time before. So he ends up having a long neck, a trunk, fins, and several other funny body parts. 
The story ends with the chameleon deciding that being like all these animals is not as interesting as it would have seemed to be. So he wishes that he was back to his normal self. 

The chameleon began a journey of seeking to fill something that he thought he was missing
Many people do the same thing

Whether it is the work they do

Or the clothes they wear

Whether through the use of drugs

Or exercise

People are looking for something to fill a gap within themselves

The Ads on TV constantly tell us that to be fulfilled 

To have our needs met

All we need is the next LED 3D TV, Xbox 360, Black and Decker Hammer Drill 
Or 

the DeLonghi 'Prima Donna' Fully Automatic Coffee Machine, which features the patented Auto cappuccino/latte/flat white system, electric temperature control, and a cup warmer.

But as all of us know, when we receive these things, when we lose weight, when we make it to the top in our job

The quick moment of joy and happiness vanishes and we are again left the distinct impression that we still haven’t found what we are looking for.

We answer Jesus, as the disciples answered him

With a question “where are you staying?”

Again the English obscures the significance of the phrase ‘where are you staying?’ The Greek verb Meno is defined as: abide, remain, endure, continue, and dwell, in the sense of permanence or stability.

John the Baptist recognises Jesus when the Holy Spirit remains (Meno) (John 1:32) upon him.

After Jesus provides break enough to satisfy a crowd, with plenty left over, he cautions the people to work not for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures (Meno) for eternal life (John 6:27).  

He promises that he will abide (Meno) in those who abide (Meno) in him (John 15:4-10).

Wherever Jesus stays (Meno), people have the opportunity to believe (John 4:40; 10:40).

When the disciples respond to Jesus’ query with their own question, they are not asking for the location of his tent, or the address of the guest house at which he is visiting; they want to know about the enduring, permanent, eternal, undying dwelling place of this Lamb of God.

Where are you staying? Where can we find you? Where shall we go to be with you, to receive what you have to offer?  Where can we be in the very presence of God?

Because we still haven’t found what we are looking for.

Come and see
We have been looking everywhere 
Everywhere 

And at times we feel we have almost found what we are looking for, but it then escapes our grasp

Even in our pious meditations, we don’t fully know where you are staying Lord

and 
like the sound of a fresh spring of cool water after a long walk

We hear the words 

“Come and see”

Not
You are not worthy enough!’ 

Or ‘not now’, or even ‘come back tomorrow and I will show you’
But simply

“Come and see”

In this short story there are many verbs for ‘seeing’
The combine weight of so many references gives added emphasis to Jesus’ answer: Come and See.

Indeed, this answer captures a primary message of John’s Gospel.

If you want to know the word made flesh, come and see Jesus.
If you want to experience God’s glory 
To be filled with bread that never perishes 

To quench your thirst with living water,

To be born again,

To abide in love,

To behold the light of the world

To experience the way, the truth and the life

To enter into life everlasting 

If you want to find what you are looking for

If you want to know God 
Come and see Jesus

This coming to see Jesus
Means 
1. That we are called to be like John the Baptist, Andrew and Peter – people who have a personal experience of Christ, who “come and see”, who do not simply have a scholastic understanding of the Christian faith, but who remain where he is and are transformed by being with him.

2. That personal and corporate piety, the Loving of God must be wed to theological sophistication the knowing of God.  In other words to find what we are looking for.  We are come to Jesus not just with our hearts but with our heads.
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