Sermon: Luke 21:5-19
Do not be led astray!
There have been countless theories throughout time about how the world will end and how -- ​or if -- life will cease to exist. At the turn of the 21st century, conspiracy theorists claimed that the Y2K bug was only a small part of the impending devastation: The new century would bring about total destruction, and no one would survive. Others believe that Earth is slated for another ice age, which will kill off all living things. And according to astronomers, billions of years from now, the s​un will become a red giant, expanding to a size larger than the Earth's orbit and consuming Earth in the process. Even if the planet somehow survives, the sun will eventually shrink, becoming a white dwarf and gradually cooling off until it can no longer warm anything in the solar system.

In 2006, Mel Gibson released a movie about the Mayan civilization. "Apocalypto" which follows one man's journey from slavery back to his family.  During the course of the movie, a young woman prophesies that a man will bring an end to the Mayans and wipe out their civilization. But in the real world, some speculators don't believe a man will be the end of the Mayans -- instead, they think a celestial event will be the cause. The Mayan calendar even gives us a potential date for the theoretical downfall: Dec. 21, 2012.
There are many theories, many countdowns, and many people who claim the end is near
It reminds me of those people that wear signs proclaiming ‘the end is nigh’

The end is nigh!

The end is nigh!

In Luke, Jesus says to his disciples to be wary of anyone who says ‘I am he’ or ‘the time is near’.

Do not be led astray! Do not go after them!

What does Jesus mean?

Illustration: How many of you have ever taken a dog for a walk?  As you take the dog for a walk; you’ve got a certain path you may take and a goal to achieve.  However as you walk the dog is drawn to every tree along the journey:  Every tree becomes a distraction, leading the dog from the path. 
Jesus is warning the disciples to not get distracted by these predictions, these proclamations.

Don’t become so focused on a sign that it becomes an idol

Don’t try and calculate when the Kingdom of God will come. Because the Son of Man will come suddenly and unexpectedly;

Do not live carelessly until the end is drawing near and then reform yourselves at the last minute. 

Like the disciples, we too, can all get caught up with things, things, news, worries, concerns that lead us astray.
Especially with all that is happening in the world at the moment

Eruptions at Indonesia's deadly volcano appeared to be intensifying yesterday, leaving experts lost for answers to its erratic behaviour since it burst back to life on October 26.
Health officials in Haiti say they are examining at least 120 suspected cases of cholera in the country's capital, the most significant warning sign yet that the epidemic has spread from outlying areas to threaten as many as 3 million people.
Baghdad's Christians came under attack again when a co-ordinated series of roadside bombs blew up in predominantly Christian neighbourhoods, killing five people.
After shocks continue in Canterbury with over 2818 being recorded since the major Earth Quake on the 4th September 2010  
The words that Jesus had for the disciples then are the same for us today

Do not be led astray! 
Do not go after them!

Do not be terrified!

How do we respond when we are told not to be terrified?
One of our children at times has what is called ‘night terrors’

These are like dreams, but the person looks wide awake, walks around the house 

And yet doesn’t know what they are doing.

When Lala and I first experience this we had no idea what was happening

Do we wake our son up, do we let the dream runs it’s course?
He would cry for Mum and dad, we were there, but he couldn’t recognise us

We would hug him and comfort him even though he didn’t know that we were there

But there would be no point telling him not to worry or be terrified

Because it would go on deaf ears!

So again, I ask the question, how do we respond to what Jesus says?

Do not be terrified?

When we are surrounded in terrible events in our world and in our country

When that is all we see around us, 


on the news, 



in the newspapers.

What are we meant to do?

Turning back to the passage in Luke, these words ‘do not be terrified’ follow on from Jesus’ commandment to his disciples to not be led astray.

The disciples would have heard of wars and insurrections, probably civil wars.  These may be interpreted in terms of the Roman civil war or of internal struggles in Palestine.  Such disturbances could lead to a belief that the end was as hand and perhaps fill people’s hearts with fear
Fear that they would not live to see the end 

Fear that perhaps evil had the upper hand and the end would never come

Jesus then and now says to us, do not fear!
Do not be terrified!
No matter what is going on around you

No matter the rumours of wars

Such events are in Gods plan; they must happen as his plan unfolds.
Drawing on the illustration of my son and his ‘night terrors’

In the middle of his terror, whether he knows we are holding him, comforting him
Whether he feels our arms around him or not

We are there; we are in control of the situation

No matter what we hear in the news, no matter the rumours of wars, signs in the heavens, stories of earth quakes and famines

We need not fear, because God is in control

Even if we have no idea of what is happening 

God is in control

We need not fear!
Opportunity to testify!

Albert Einstein once said “In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.” 
What could be more difficult than facing persecution?

What could be more difficult than being betrayed by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death
and yet in the middle of these difficulties lies opportunity
Jesus has already told us not to be led astray and not to be terrified 

And now he is telling his disciples, telling us 

To use this time to testify

but to testify what?

With the news bombarding us with wars, natural disasters and economic crises many people will be full of fear

Anxiety levels will be at an all time high

People will turn to things to take their mind of what they can’t control 

Rather than God’s people following the status quo

Jesus tells us to testify, to be a witness, to show

That in God there is perfect peace, peace that casts out all fear
That God is greater than all the principalities and powers seeking to destroy us

That in Jesus Christ, even the power of death has been swallowed up

God is who redeems, not governments, not political figures, not celebrities

God, through Jesus Christ, has saved and continues to save us

Not weapons of mass destruction, family relationships, alcohol or fitness clubs.
However when facing reality we may, in the midst of such awful powers, feel that our mere testimony, our witness, has little effect
We may feel we don’t have the energy or the words, or even know what to do

Hear this story by the well-known 19th century Evangelist and author D L Moody;
I remember hearing of a man at sea who was very sea-sick. If there is a time when a man feels that he cannot do any work for the Lord it is then -- in my opinion. While this man was sick he heard that a man had fallen overboard. He was wondering if he could do anything to help to save him. He laid hold of a light, and held it up on the port-hole. 

The drowning man was saved. When this man got over his attack of sickness he was up on deck one day, and was talking to the man who was rescued. The saved man gave this testimony. He said he had gone down the second time, and was just going down again for the last time, when he put out his hand. Just then, he said, some one held a light at the port-hole, and the light fell on his hand. A man caught him by the hand and pulled him into the lifeboat. 

It seemed a small thing to do to hold up the light; yet it saved the man's life. If you cannot do some great thing you can hold the light for some poor, perishing drunkard, who may be won to Christ and delivered from destruction. Let us take the torch of salvation and go into these dark homes, and hold up Christ to the people as the Saviour of the world.  

We may never know what our testifying may lead, we don’t know how God will work through us, but Jesus does say
Some may hear the wonderful news, some will refuse to listen; no matter how people receive you

And I tell you some will hate your message

But I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.
Conclusion

Jesus tells us not to get led astray, not to be so drawn in by other things and we take our eyes off what is important
He tells us not to be terrified, not to be like the world,

But rather instead of being overcome by what is happening around us, we need to remember that God is in control, even if we don’t know what is happening

Jesus tells us to use this time wisely

There are many in the world who are overcome by fear, fear of what is happening around them

We are told to tell them, to testify to them 

That they don’t need to fear! 
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