Combined Evening Service, for 23th May 2010 

May the words of my lips and meditation of my heart be acceptable to Lord in Jesus name, Amen

Intro 

Verse 26 of the reading from John provides an apt introduction for us here this evening on Pentecost Sunday

26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you

It is in the Event of Pentecost where with tongues of fire the Holy Spirit is revealed.

Tonight I want to take some time to focus on what seems to me to be the missional nature of Pentecost. 

The key point being that as we speak the language of God it is the holy spirit that conveys God to those who need to hear.

By this I mean that the agency of mission is never ours but God’s alone.

We are participants in God’s mission and it is only through God’s spirit that our efforts accomplish anything at all.

The Pentecost event is a great example of how God’s spirit effects mission through people.

Let us recall the acts story

We have the Disciples starting off in a house talking together when a great sound like a rushing wind fills the house

Tongues of fire appear on each of them and they are filled with the Holy Spirit.

They then begin to speak in other languages as the spirit leads them.

This sound must have been loud enough to draw a crowd because suddenly we have a crowd of jews from all over the world listening in to the Disciples words.  


And miraculously they can hear what is being said in their native tongues even though the disciples should not be able to speak all these different languages.

It was the spirit that enabled the Disciples to speak in other languages 

The Disciples were testifying to power of God 
or in other words they were speaking the language of God. 

It was God’s spirit that enabled the proclamation of God to be heard by the jews that were gathered around.

This event was missional in nature.  
God was being proclaimed to others.

The whole event is one where the Jews are hearing something that should not be possible.  

God is breaking through all the supposed boundaries and making a miraculous understanding take place.  

God is furthering God’s purpose of revealing himself to the world.  

Today the spirit continues to enable God’s message to be heard to people in their own post modern context.  

It is the Holy Spirit that will cut through the language differences, not our human efforts to be as relevant as possible.

Theology is also an important word here – 
Theos meaning God and logos meaning speech – God’s speech, the language of God

Exploring Theology helps us to speak and understand the language of God.

It is the language of God that is louder than any other language, even our own

The language of God is about what matters – Death, life, love, hurt, hope – all things we want to know about – and all things that God does know about.

The language of God is missional in nature and is led by the spirit 

it seeks to let people know who God is.

Pentecost is a reminder that God’s spirit empowers us in mission 
it is the Spirit that transforms our language to be heard by those who need to hear it.

It is the spirit that allows us to speak the language of God both personally in our day to day lives and corporately in the communities of faith that we belong to.

And the Church is one of the ways communally that we speak the language of God 

There is nothing outdated about the Church, it is still the most effective way of proclaiming God.  

A service of Worship when compared to the Pentecost Event affirms once again the missional nature of the Church.

Just like the voice of the disciples were heard by all the foreigners present in their native tongue.  

So the Church continues to be heard no matter the context of the people listening.

I think this is because the Church is trying to speak the language of God.  

The language of God is about things that matter.  

Things that reveal the truth about who we are and where we come from

The truth about God.

The Church was created to be missional, 
created to declare God.

The spirit through the Church helps equip us to speak God’s language not our own

Some of you may have seen a news story on TV recently about a taxi driver called Daniel Chung

Daniel is a taxi driver in CHCH who spends $300 a week of his own money to buy food for the poor and homeless.  

He cooks and welcomes and feeds these people every week.  

If you saw the news story then you wouldn’t have known he was a Christian because he never said it.  

But you probably wondered if he was, 
his words… were a hint. 

This is what he said.

"A couple of years ago I heard two people died during the night," he says.

"One of them here [in Latimer Square]. I thought he was homeless, so I started here.

"I had it in my heart to help them – I had to."

“They are my neighbours my very precious neighbours”

It seems to me that Daniel speaks the language of God, 

His action of feeding the hungry cuts through all the other languages of the people he feeds, the languages of addiction, the language of violence the language of loss. 

The language of God deals with so much of what is central to us as humans. 

It is what people engage with regardless of a modern/post modern paradigm.

Pentecost is a strong reminder to us all that it is God’s spirit that effects the mission we the Church are called to. 

The Church’s faithful testament to Christ’s sacrifice is used by the spirit and carried to those who need to hear it.  

This is what happened at Pentecost, 

God’s spirit enables the testimony of God by Gods faithful to be part of God’s mission.

As we gather here tonight, our shared worship through the spirit is testifying to the mission of God.

It is when the Church faithfully declares the deeds of God that the Spirit as in Pentecost delivers that message to the community around us.

In a world where there are so many different types of cultures and ways of life the Church remains a testimony to the unchanging nature of God.  

The Church is a constant Pentecost event – as long as the Church is declaring God.

Imagine a society with no Church on a Sunday.  
Just pause for a second and think about that.  

It would be totally strange…I am not suggesting that there shouldn’t be different ways of doing Church 
but the traditional and theological reasons for A Sunday Church service have served such a missional quality in our societies for so long that if they were not there we would be left bereft.

In the sacraments we testify with all our being to the power of God, it is the very core of our worship.  

Regardless of denomination the common sacraments of baptism and communion are a continued testimony to the deeds of power of the Triune God.

God’s spirit takes this action that declares God’s power and makes it heard by all those who need to hear.

As we join together tonight in worship despite our doctrinal differences the world can hear us with one voice praising Alleluia and testifying to the deeds of power of God

Because God’s spirit is here , moving, witnessing to power of God.

Notice however that the Pentecostal event wasn’t enough to stop some people looking for a rational explanation, 
with the explanation being apparently that the disciples were drunk…

And today as well people will offer their own interpretations of how they perceive God

but this allows us to engage as Peter did and voice the truth of what we testify to.

Whenever someone challenges something the Church does we should be ready to explain why we do things 

and in that explanation trust faithfully that our helper, God’s own spirit is fully at work.

We need to live this faithfulness, 

we need to look beyond our human limitations and trust that Gods spirit really is our helper and really is working amongst us, 

Possibly in ways we are not even aware of.

Both personally and as a Church how often do we rise like Peter and give voice to the witness that God’s spirit has carried to the community around us?

This evening be challenged and encouraged to proclaim God to both stranger and neighbour 

Because we are well able with the help of the Holy Spirit to become not observers but participants in the missio dei – the mission of God.

Praise be to God, Amen.










