Founders Day Service Sermon

How many of you have seen “Inception”?  How many liked it?

Now usually I am not a huge fan of Leonardo di Caprio he just doesn’t do it for me as an action guy but in this movie I have to give him credit because he nailed it.

There was a particular scene that spoke to me and it was actually a really sad scene.

Without spoiling the movie, it was a scene about a woman waking up from a dream but not believing it, 

And thinking that she was still dreaming, this led to a disastrous further effort to wake up.

This scene led me to the basic question about what is our reality?

The whole movie has a theme about finding out what our true reality is all about and how we understand our lives within that reality.

LUKE

And the Bible readings this evening also point us toward reality.  

The reality of God’s kingdom.  

In Luke the miraculous healing of the bent over woman was a sign of God’s perfect reality.  

It was an action that enabled a woman who had been cut off from her society for eight years to be healed and restored to her rightful relationship with the community.

Her response was to praise God.

You see Jesus’ miraculous healings were seen by the Jewish people as a sign that the promised Messiah had come to usher in God’s new kingdom.

The miraculous healings can be said to be signposts to God’s new perfect reality.

A reality that people were not aware of because of their desire to follow certain religious laws rather than follow God.

You see this healing occurred on the Sabbath and the religious leaders were mad because no work was supposed to have been done on the Sabbath.

And healing was considered work.  

In fact the Jewish leaders had managed to come up with 613 rules that helped govern what you could and couldn’t do on the Sabbath.

One of those rules said you could lead an ox or donkey to water so they would avoid dehydration.

Jesus refers to this when he calls people hypocrites for allowing the Ox or Donkey to be cared for but to not allow a woman to be healed because of the rules.

Jesus shows just how far the value of the Sabbath had been undermined by rules.

That an animal was allowed water but a sick woman not allowed healing.

By healing the bent over woman Jesus was waking people up from the dream of legalism and showing them the true value of God’s reality.

Waking them to realise that God was present among them in Jesus Christ.

In your respective schools you have arguably the very best education, support and opportunities available in this city. 

I wonder if you’ve ever thought how amazing that it is?

Do you know that in some countries people see education as a miracle?

How do you think it would feel too be in utter poverty and your child, brother or sister was the one selected out of thousands to attend school?  

To have a chance to learn skills that could lead to an even more rare opportunity at a job?

Have you ever thought that each day you go to school you are living out a miracle?

We can so easily take our education for granted rather than see it as a gift.

And if as in Luke the sign of a miraculous healing points to the reality of God’s kingdom 

then its not so hard to see that education also points to the reality of the Kingdom of God.

The school and all the values you learn are all grounded in a reality that your school founders knew to be the reality of God.

The reality that God made us in God’s image to utilise our mind, body and souls to their fullest potential for God’s glory 

Your school leaders are to be encouraged and affirmed for ensuring that your schools’ special character and values are imparted to you 

because in doing so they are once again expressing the reality of God’s Kingdom that your Founders wished to proclaim.

Now personally you may not have engaged with that reality but that is what the Founders, John Aitken and James Gibb were all about.

FOUNDERS

They had a strong grasp that the reality of God is what drives our lives and also our values.

The values of the schools that you attend mean nothing in and of themselves, 

It is only in relation to the reality of God that these values have meaning.

You might raise your eyebrows at this and think but aren’t values like honesty and integrity simply good in and of themselves?

There has recently been a Church schools conference and there was a story told about Captain Cook.  The story essentially goes like this.

When he was exploring Tahiti Captain Cook discovered the word taboo in relation to how men and women related to one another.  

In his Journal he wrote that he particularly couldn’t figure out why it was taboo that men and women eat together.  

When he asked the natives about why they weren’t allowed to eat together the answer he received was that it was taboo.  

When he asked for further reasons why it was taboo there was no response.  

Indeed when pressed further he found that the Tahitian people could find no further justification for the taboo other than that was how it had always been. 
It seemed that the word Taboo was in itself all the justification that was needed, there was no underlying reason or that reason had been lost over time.

Interestingly in 1819 about forty years after Cook’s visit to Hawaii where the same system of taboo had been in place, the Hawaiin King abolished the taboo system because no one could see any good reason why the taboos should be maintained.

This story highlights that values are meaningless in and of themselves.  

It is the reasons behind the values that give them meaning.

Ask yourself why is it important to be honest?  
Why is it important to care for people and treat people with respect and love?

Your school communities have a specific answer for that and your Founders had a specific answer for that.

The answer is that these values are important because they are what life in God’s Reality looks like.  

They are a response by us to a God who loved us so much that he sacrificed his own Son to ensure we all would be saved from our sin.

Our lives and values are a response that seeks to share that understanding of perfect love with all those around us.

These values are important because they are always helpful to us. 

They will always show the reality of God because they are in essence part of God’s revealed self.

God is the reason behind the special character or values of your schools. 

Now values are great but unless they are grounded in the reality of Jesus they can become isolated rules that bind us 
or that pridefully set us apart from others by making us think we are better than anyone else.

Values can very easily end up being like the legalised Sabbath day or the taboo system 

They can become a whole lot of rules that have lost their original meaning and intent.

Jesus is interested in letting us see God’s new reality, not a traditional set of values that have become religion.

OK so that’s what these values and special character mean but are they gonna stay with us after school and throughout life? 

Can you see yourself always being led by the values surrounding you at school?

Our parents, our friends, our workplace, our Church and our Schools are all places that impact our values.

What community will you be a part of after school, will they reinforce these values or clash with them?  

This is important because the communities in which we hang out it in are the ones that will shape our values. 

HEBREWS

This is where we can engage with our Reading from Hebrews. 

The Hebrews reading also talks about the kingdom of God, or the perfect reality.  

An interesting bit from this reading for me is verse 28. 
It says that the kingdom of God cannot be shaken.  

This reading talks about how God is going to shake the heavens and the earth and only God’s Kingdom will be left standing.

It says that God’s kingdom will not be shaken, God’s values if they are in fact God’s values will not be lost.  

In the movie “Inception” if something went wrong you could see the world begin to shake and break up, the buildings would crumble and earthquakes would start and so everyone knew they were in a dream world not a real reality.

God’s reality is one that does not break up.  It is one that stands firm.  It overcomes all brokenness and provides true life.  

But the Bible reading gives us a warning as well, in verse 25 it states ‘See that you do not refuse him who is speaking.’ 

KINGDOM

So what does it mean to not refuse him who is speaking?

It seems to me that it means listen to God, it means to search explore and find out what God is trying to tell us.

There seems to be in the Bible an ongoing story of God reaching out to us in many ways trying to talk to us – and a continuing struggle on our part to talk back.

As we can see in our reading from Luke when Jesus was right in front of the spiritual leaders of his day they stubbornly sought to keep to their narrow applications of the Sabbath rather than see the living, breathing Kingdom of God in front of them.

Thus Jesus calls them hypocrites because they were saying they worship God yet they were worshipping a set of laws instead

They refuse to acknowledge that God in Christ has fulfilled the meaning of the law in a way that a set of narrow legalistic rules ever could.

What is our response to that?

The foundation of your schools and all life is God.  

Are we like the synagogue leaders refusing to engage with Jesus’ new teaching or are we like the woman who has received the healing and now praises God?
Those of you here tonight who are students at Scots and Queen Margarets have an opportunity to explore God’s reason for things in a safe supportive way, take the opportunity and engage with it, because we all are constantly faced with the question of how and why we are here.

Feel free to ask those questions about why the values of your school are so important and where they come from.
Your schools are places where you can confront and explore God’s reality because the special character of your schools is founded on the reality that it is God who offers the true way to freedom in this world.

Challenge, question and explore that reality 

You have chaplains that can help you explore questions of faith and I encourage you to really put your chaplains to the test because it will not be as easy to have the same access to such knowledge and support once you leave school.

CONCLUSION

Scripture presents us with a challenging position this evening.

Luke confronts us with the idea that we often fail to recognise God’s reality even when it is right in our face

Hebrews warns us that we need to accept God’s reality or we risk being swept away

It is good to see our Church Schools engaging with this challenge.

Schools that seek through education and values to ground their students in the Kingdom of God.
Schools that seek to proclaim God’s kingdom -
the Kingdom that will not be shaken away. 

There was another scene in the movie “Inception” that really spoke to me about God’s reality.

There’s an old man who has been caught in a dream who finally recognises Leonardo as someone who holds the key to reality and responds that he is ready to make a leap of faith to wake up from his dream.

Take some time over the coming week to reflect on where you are in relation to God’s reality.

What does taking a leap of faith mean for you?

Thanks be to God.
Amen










