Do not worry: part 2

How many of you can remember the sermon I preached on the 27th February this year? Anyone? Even the gist of it? No?  Oh well.  Just a very quick reminder then it was about ‘not worrying’
Jesus tells his disciples

Do not worry about your life,
This is exactly what we have heard today

The sermon reflected on not worrying at a time of great worry and anxiety, 
This being the earth quake in Christchurch
And now of course the continual aftershocks and the latest news from the government, which although may have taken a bit of the stress from some of 5000 homeowners in the red zone, has probably increased the worry of hundreds of others 

How can we actually ‘take what Jesus is saying seriously?’ 
What does Jesus mean by commanding us to not worry?
How is this possible in light of what we see around us and the things going on within us?

How is it possible to stop a fast flowing river by saying ‘You should stop flowing!’

It’s not going to happen is it?

How are we expected not to worry?

Will people stop worrying if we say to them, ‘hey it says in the bible do not worry’

Of course not!!

So what is Jesus talking about?

Jesus is talking about the things that rule our life

What is our primary focus in life?
The worry or the God whom we can trust to take care of us
It is a sure as the sky is blue that events in life, will at times, make us worry; 

There will certainly be times of anxiety 

However we need to ruthlessly reject whatever distracts us from full devotion to God in Christ.
Illustration:  I was only recently talking with my father who a while ago had a stroke which left his complete right side paralysed.  Since then he has had trouble standing and walking.  He told me, when I asked him about how he was feeling with all the continual aftershocks that he had another connection, which is God.  He told me that when the last big after shock hit he was moving from the dinning room to the lounge.  What was amazing was that he found that all the strength in his weak leg came back during the shake.  He was able to stand strong and firm, as though he had suffered no stoke in the past.  
Of course, he told me, he was worried, but he recognised that God was and is greater than the earthquake.
How many of us have asked God for help only to take the problem up again as soon as we have said Amen?
How many of us come to God in faith, trusting that God is actually there, listening to us, and wanting to answer our pray the best way possible?

If we do why do we take up the worry posture again after we have prayed?

Why do we worry if we believe that God, Our God, Who created heaven and earth can’t provide us with all we need and much more?

I believe the reason for Jesus commanding his disciples to not worry is because we need to work hard at it
The move from worrying to trust will take sweat

It will mean giving God control of our lives 

It will mean moving the item of worry from primary prominence in our lives
Illustration:  friends watching TV. I can remember clearly walking straight through my friend’s living room when they were watching TV.  Their eyes were so glued to the screen that they had no idea that i was there.  I could have walked out with things and they wouldn’t even have known.
Do we have our eyes so firmly on the problem,

our eyes so strongly glued on the anxious issue 

that we fail to see God 

maybe one of the first things we do is turn off the TV

This is where we will move on today from what we should really be focusing on

Or as Jesus says strive for

We are to strive for the Kingdom of God

And His righteousness 
Rather than worry

Illustration:  "We didn’t know if it was humanly possible to reach the top of Mt. Everest. And even using oxygen as we were, if we did get to the top, we weren’t at all sure whether we wouldn’t drop dead or something of that nature."
Who was the famous person who said this?

I can’t think of anyone better when we are considering the word ‘strive’.  Sir Edmund Hillary epitomised what it means to strive for something.  If we think about the energy it may take us to climb up our stairs, or Wrights hill or even the Rimutakas imagine the effort to climb 29,028 feet of mountain to reach the summit.   

The word strive Zeteo means to inquire, 
To keep trying to obtain, 
To look for, 
To make an effort, to search and to seek after

there is no passivity involved 

In the Greek translation (from Hebrew) of the Jewish Scriptures this word denotes the conscious turning of the Israelites to their God with all their being
With all their being, 
a conscious act of their will, 
turning to their God

Jesus’ preaching, as we have noted today, also calls upon its hearers to seek God

In other words we are to put our whole life at the disposal of God’s will and rule

This means, if we take this seeking seriously, we are to actively discern how God is working in the world i.e. “God's kingdom" and to be part of that working.
It also means we are to participate in acts of justice on God's behalf, i.e."God's righteousness." 
So does this look like?
Part of the Lord prayer says 

Your Kingdom come…on earth

We need to overcome the common spiritualizing mode in which we think of the kingdom of God.

In popular thinking the phrase is either a synonym for heaven-an other-worldly place into which we one day hope to enter

Or an

Entirely inward and spiritual thing connected only with personal piety.

Of course it does have a future dimension

And of course it governs personal behaviour 

But the kingdom of God preached by Jesus within the framework of his own people’s understanding and expectation was much more than either of these.

The reign of YHWH, when it would finally come, would mean justice for the oppressed and the overthrow of the wicked
It would bring true peace to the nations and the abolition of war

The means of war

And training for war

It would put an end to poverty, want and need

And provide everyone with economic viability.

It would mean satisfying and fulfilling life for human families

Safety for children

And fulfilment for the elderly 

Without danger from enemies

And all of this within renewed creation free from harm and threat

It would mean the inversion of the moral values that dominate the current world order 

For in the Kingdom of God the upside down priorities of the beatitudes operate

It was one such Scripture that Jesus used to summarise both the meaning of the coming reign of God and his role within it.

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
   because he has anointed me 
   to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
   and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
   19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4:18-19)
Now if Jesus taught, this reign of God was already breaking into human history through his own coming

Then even though it’s complete establishing lay in the future

Those who choose to belong to it must live by its standards in the here and now.

A good example, I think of the Christian’s Church seeking to live by the standards of God’s Kingdom, is the “Rethinking Crime and Punishment” strategic initiative raising the level of public debate about the use of prison and alternative forms of punishment in New Zealand"
Are there other ways both as a community of faith and as individuals for us to seek God’s Kingdom and righteousness?
God will take care of us ... so let’s take care of God's justice in the world.  
There is more to life than concern for our daily needs, though this may be difficult for some (cf. 6:11). 
Yet Jesus expects his followers to put forward energy into things that give more meaning to life.  Beyond that, everything else will take care of itself.  
Or, to summarize Jesus, God will deal with the rest.   
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