31st January 2010 SERMON
1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11

Simon Peter is understandably exasperated by Jesus’ request, made (it seems) in almost complete ignorance of the realities of successful  fishing .
Any professional fisherman worth his salt knows that on Lake Gennesaret (or the Sea of Galilee) the fish are to be found after the sun goes down. Trying to fish during the day is generally an unsuccessful enterprise, left to the landlubbers.

So Simon Peter is pretty unimpressed by this request of Jesus’ to put the nets down out where the water is deeper.
He thinks to himself:  “C’mon, you know we’ve been out all night, and we’ve just finished untangling and washing all the nets – now you’re expecting us to go out again without a hope of catching anything?”

“Far out Jesus, you should stick to the teaching, and leave the fishing up to us.”

However, Simon Peter feels indebted to Jesus, given that he had helped out his mother-in-law who had been so sick recently.  Simon Peter can hardly refuse a request from Jesus – even if it will make him the laughing stock among his fellow fishermen.
 “Honestly, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ (v.5)

You know that feeling? Where someone urges you to do something against your better judgement? You know what the outcome will be and so you carry out the task with absolutely no enthusiasm.
Then have you ever felt that corresponding feeling when the outcome is the opposite of what you expected? That baffling surprise which comes at the most unexpected moment? It’s like being suddenly awoken; jolted into a new reality. 

In that moment, it’s not always easy to acknowledge someone else was right all along.

Personally, I find it very difficult to swallow my pride at that point, and try to rationalise the situation: “Well, if you had told me that fish lived in the water, then I might have understood why you urged me on!”

In this instance Simon Peter knew enough about fishing to know that there was no way to rationalise this. Others might be able to content themselves with a plausible explanation of this outcome, but when you know this lake as well as Simon Peter, this moment is truly miraculous.

In an instant, Simon Peter recognises the meaning of this catch. This inexplicable outcome is linked to this man Jesus. He has done this! We did what he said, and the result is because of him.
Instinctively, Simon Peter falls at Jesus’ feet, knowing only that there is a significant difference of worthiness between the two of them. 
Although the words from his mouth are: “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man” (v.8), Simon Peter clings to him, longing to remain in the presence of this figure who fills him with such awe and fear and hope – all at the same time.

Others around him, those on the others boats, don’t seem to understand what’s going on. Although they are flat out hauling in all the fish, are they blind to what has happened? Can’t they see how it’s Jesus who is responsible for this? The complete thrill surging through Simon Peter is irrepressible. 
As an experienced fisherman, Simon Peter had certainly landed equal catches to this before. But at the same time, as an experienced fisherman, Simon Peter knew that such a catch was impossible in such conditions. Something momentous is going here – and it’s all about this man before me, Jesus. 
It is Jesus who knows all things.

...Jesus who knows me. 

...Jesus who holds my future.

What about us?
Do we experience the presence of Jesus in the ordinariness of our lives?

In the situations and rhythms that are familiar to us, do we sense his influence?

...At home?

...At school?

...At work?

...At church?

Perhaps we don’t know this Jesus very well; this Jesus who does involve himself of every aspect of our lives. Perhaps we are more familiar with the Jesus whom we focus on in our worship on Sundays.

Perhaps we feel we might be safer if we leave Jesus out of our ordinariness, because, if we’re honest, there are some things we’re not too proud of in our lives. We can put on a pretty good front for people when necessary, but it doesn’t really appeal to think of Jesus being present in all the moments of our lives.

We might feel a bit like Peter. Our response to Jesus might be one that instinctively acknowledges our unworthiness.
Paul, in today’s reading from the Letter to the Corinthians, recognises that in the person of Jesus God does not bring judgement, but rather grace. Although Paul never encountered Jesus in the same way Simon Peter did, Paul passionately expresses the grace made available in Jesus. Paul talks about the grace of God in Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

What is the new reality of God’s grace?

It is Jesus’ resurrection life – resurrection life which he shares with us, and in which we live and have our being.

Paul reminds the church in Corinth of this reality, precisely because most of the time it is anything but obvious!
The ordinariness of our lives (in whatever particular form it is for us) seems to be the most unexpected place for us to encounter the living God. 

Guess what? The ‘mountain top’ experiences tend to be thought of as happening on the mountain top!

And at times we might seek those out. We yearn for the wondrous; we are fascinated by the extraordinary.

What about discovering the grace of God in the ordinariness of life?

What might God’s grace look like?

If it’s from God... 
it’s probably gentle, but compelling;

subtle, but meaningful;
stunningly specific, but comprehensively life-changing.

In his grace, God can use the specific things of our ordinary lives to grab our attention. Subtle variations in the patterns with which we are most familiar can be the miracles which God uses to invigorate our faith in him.

The details of our lives, which, to other people, would be anything but miraculous, can sparkle like diamonds of grace in a world of grey.

These diamonds do not have a light of their own, they reflect the light that comes from Christ.  Christ the source and centre of grace.
Simon Peter and the others recognised this. Despite being astounded by the enormous haul of fish, this account concludes:

“When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.” (v11)

We are shown that, in following Jesus, we need to be able to let go of the specific moment of grace that illuminated God’s love for us.
Jesus comes into the ordinariness of our lives, not with judgement but with grace.

He uses the specifics of our lives as diamonds reflecting his beautiful light – 
· a light that shines for the whole world.

What might it mean for us to be aware of the moments of grace in the ordinariness of our lives?

What might happen to us in those moments where we are grasped by God’ love?

What might happen for others, and for our world, when we acknowledge and respond well to moments of grace?

Like Simon Peter, Paul, and many millions of other disciples...

We might discover who we really are and are meant to be.

We might let go of enslaving fears and anxieties.

We might feel a renewed call to serve.

We might find ourselves being more caring.

We might find ourselves pursuing healing and wholeness.

We might find a joy that rises up in us that can never be quashed.
We might find ourselves dancing, 
dancing with God who lifts people up, and says: 
“Don’t be afraid, ...I’ll lead, ...you follow.”
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