Call to worship:

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

the glory of the Lord is risen upon you!

Though darkness covers the earth, God’s glory is dawning.

As we are clothed in hope, the peoples of the world 

lift up their eyes and are brought near.

God’s children called from far away come close to us in hope.

We worship the coming God and 

celebrate the hope of light in darkness.

Hymn:

Lord the light of your love is shining 

Lord, the light of your love is shining,

in the midst of the darkness, shining,

bringing hope to the world you created,

setting free those whose lives are distorted.

Shine on me, set us free.

Shine, Saviour shine, let us share in the Father’s glory;

Come, Spirit come, lead us to the Cross.

There claim our lives, mould them, 

shape them with grace and mercy,

that we may be, Lord, a people of hope.

Lord, we come to your gracious presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance;

standing with the apostles and prophets, 

looking forward to your coming,

Shine on me, set us free.

As we gaze on your sovereign brightness,

so our faces display your likeness,

ever changing from glory to glory;

mirrored here may our lives tell your story.

Shine on me, set us free.

Advent Candles


Heather, Amy and Caitlin to the advent wreath

Helen:
On the first Sunday in Advent, we light the candle of 

Hope.  

Amy lights the candle.  

Caitlin:
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place.  

Heather:
We think of the people in Nicaragua and the work of Cepad which brings hope.  

Caitlin:
Hope keeps the work going.

Heather:
Hope brings a better future.  

We are called to be people of . . . 

Amy and Caitlin together:
Hope!

Heather
We light this candle for those who wait in poverty, hoping that they and we may know the light of God’s salvation.


Come, O God of all the earth, 

Amy and Caitlin together:
Come to save your people.

Prayer 

We will conclude by singing the Lord’s Prayer #676 in the hymn book.

Helen – see over


Loving God

As we enter a season of waiting and preparing for your coming

we light the candle of hope.

You know how much we all need hope!

You know how much the world needs it!

We light the candle because we are named Christians

after Jesus Christ who is the light of the world.

Although the darkness of this planet threatens to overwhelm us,

It does not.

Although the darkness is persistent

It cannot put out the light of Christ

We give thanks that in the dark corners where we least expect it,

There the light of your love still shines.

We praise you that your light and love surprises 

in the dimmest of moments, 

and reaches down through the shadowy corridors of all societies.

We look for the light, and we look to the light.

As we step into this Advent Season

We open ourselves to the possibility of new things.

With faith we bring our hearts to the light 

for merciful judgment and grace-filled transformation. 

With hope we look to Christ’s coming in love, and in power.

Lead us from death to life,

From falsehood to truth;

Lead us from despair to hope,

From fear to trust;

Lead us from hate to love.

Let your peace fill our hearts,

Let your peace fill our world.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.


We sing the Lord’s Prayer #676

Welcome & notices

We focus on & respond to God’s Word in Scripture

First Bible Reading:
Isaiah 64: 1 - 9

(pg. 694 of the Old Testament section of the pew Bible)

Second Bible reading:
Mark 13: 24 - 37

(pg. 50 of the New Testament section of the pew Bible)

Sermon

Prayer:

As we consider Advent and some of its meaning, 

come to us we pray.

Transform us and make us as you intended us to be

that we might be ready for your coming

and ready to participate in your kingdom 

through Jesus Christ, Amen

Sermon:

The first Sunday in Advent!

The thing that comes to mind most readily is 

‘how could it be that time again so soon?’

End of year events begin to crowd the calendar.

The pressure is on to finish things

to buy presents and 

to be ready for Christmas.

The Season of Advent!

For this and the next three Sundays we will light candles 

and throughout these weeks we will 

sort of get ready for Christmas.

True.

We will do those things.

But there’s more to it than that.

Advent is a time of preparation and waiting.

- serious preparation and active waiting.

If we wanted to use theological terms then we might dub Advent

 as the Season of the eschaton,

Or even the Season of the eschatological incentive!

That is, the gospels often tell us of the eschaton – 

the end of the age.

And when they do, 

they usually make it clear that there is a certain incentive 

to be ready for the end.

That is, 

it won’t pay us to be caught napping, so to speak.

But rather than pursue such terms as eschaton

and eschatalogical incentive,

I thought we might consider the saying that 

“if I knew you were coming I’d have baked a cake.”

That’s not actually too bad a rendition of 

the eschatalogical incentive!

Sometimes we do bake a cake

because sometimes we do know someone is coming.

We know this because we invited them

and because we told them a convenient time to arrive.

But Advent is more like when people turn up unannounced,

or when you know they are coming sometime

but their actual arrival comes as a surprise:

one of those little unexpected moments in life!

This, I think most of us agree, is a bit trickier.

If we are tidied well organised types 

then people arriving unexpectedly might throw our schedule,

but because we’re naturally organised

and naturally clean and tidy

we’re not embarrassed at the state of our place.

I wish!

I have a friend who used to tell me that she’d come around 4pm 

and then arrive at 2.30

and proceed to laugh at my discomfort 

because the bathroom is still dirty and the house is a mess.

Personally, I think it’s a very mean trick, 

but now I know how she operates 

I can beat her at her own game and be ready early.

The challenge of Advent is that the timing of the coming of Christ is right outside our control.

We do not know the day nor the hour.

The promise is 

that as God sent Christ the first time

so Christ will return.

And in that return, 

the work of salvation which has begun 

will be brought to completion.

But we are not in control of the timing.

Don’t you hate that!

This is not an arrangement we have made!

It’s more like one of those unexpected visits.

To take Advent seriously requires us

to take God’s promises seriously.

And that’s not easy.

We have a lot of scriptures to be going on with,

but you might want to argue that the historical evidence,

as we regard it,

is a bit thin on the ground.

But then, even when evidence is all around we find it quite difficult to be ready for large and important events

that are outside our experience:

For instance,

I wonder how many of us have stored enough clean drinking water to last our household for several days 

when a major earthquake strikes Wellington?

And of those who do have enough water,

is the complete survival kit similarly organised:

The torch(the batteries(the agreement between family members about where to congregate(the tinned and dried food etc etc.

We all know that it’s not a question of IF,

but when the big one strikes.

None of us would quibble over that.

And many say the same thing about a bird flu pandemic.

There are preparations going on apace for a pandemic.

Some have rushed and stocked up 

on paracetamol and face masks;

while others of us feel more sanguine

(we’ll worry about these things another day

 another time!

If we were to ask a question about this

that fits the Advent Season

then we might ask ourselves whether we can afford 

to be so laid back, 

thinking that there’s always another day, 

and we’ll get to do some preparation sometime.
Just as we really know 

that we shouldn’t be too sanguine about 

the big earthquake and the bird flu pandemic

Nor, says Mark’s Gospel, 

should we be sanguine about 

the coming of Christ in glory.

The reason for that is that we don’t know when the day might be.
Another reason might well be,

that we don’t really know what this means.

How could we?

Ii is completely outside our experience 

as was the resurrection outside the experience 

of those who were eyewitneses. 

Somehow they had to find words for something that 

defied description.

And so we await the day,

not knowing exactly what it is we await

but knowing that it has something to do with a 

new close encounter with God.

Not knowing when that day will be

but knowing that God’s promises are always kept

and the day will surely arrive.

And so we know too, that we need always to be ready.

Advent is a time of waiting, for that day. 

But it is not a time of pious passivity.

The waiting of advent is not a “sitting-on-your-hands-waiting” while the world goes to wrack and ruin.

Nor is the preparation of Advent intended to be

the writing of Christmas cards 

and the baking of the cake and so on.

Those preparations are cultural additions,

and if we don’t let them take over 

or exhaust us 

they are good legitimate fun.

But they are not of the essence of Advent.

The liturgical colour for this time of the year is purple,

and that guides us towards the essence of the Season.

The purple of Advent

Is the same as the purple of Lent –

the season of 40 days before Easter.

This is no accident.

It’s not that there weren’t enough colours to go around 

and we had to double up on the use of colours!

The colour purple points us towards 

the kind of waiting and 

the kind of preparation we are to engage in these next weeks.

The colour signifies a word we don’t use much these days.

That word is ‘penitence.’

It sounds heavy, 

and so it is if it is not imbued with grace.

But imbued with grace, 

penitence can be fantastically liberating.

As a penitent we examine our hearts.

We search our hearts

and we make a sober judgment of our lives before God.

By God’s grace

we are able to identify where we have fallen short.

And by God’s grace we are enabled to 

seek the transformation of forgiveness which enables us 

to live as Christ in the world.

This is a “both / and” penitence.

It is both an individual penitence 

and it also is a social penitence.

It is an examination and transformation 

of us as individuals.

And it is an examination and transformation 

of us as groups and as churches.

It is a penitence that looks inward, upward, and outward.

We look inward to our own heart.

We examine our own attitudes.

We search our heart about our lifestyle,

Our behaviour,

Our speech.

We look upward to our relationship with God.

We examine that relationship from our perspective,

and ask ourselves how open we are to 

the gifts of grace and love and wisdom 

that God pours forth on us.

And we look outward to our relationships with others,

and examine how well these relationships

reflect the love of God.

This examination encompasses 

our personal relationships, 

our work relationships and 

community relationships.

At this time of the year, Christian World Service 

helps us extend that outward look 

as they supply us with information about the needs 

of partner churches in various parts of the world 

that have greater physical needs than we do.

When we look for the coming of the Saviour

we look for the salvation of our world and all of creation
as well as our own salvation.

The bible readings for today are both expectant 

and sombre.

Each in their own way identifies that the world 

is seriously in need of being saved;

 and that without the One who is to come,

the situation is hopeless.

As we noted last Sunday,

There is no hope for the world and its peoples

except through that One.

We can’t sort our own happiness long-term by our own effort.

Nor can we sort society or creation by our own effort.

Instead, we need some outside help.

And because we need that help,

we need also to be ready for it when it comes.

We continue to pray ‘thy kingdom come’
and in these weeks of Advent 

we examine our own readiness for the answer to that prayer,

We open eyes and hearts to the unexpected.

We keep ourselves awake to what God is doing

so we can cooperate with the Spirit,

and we renew our hope that, with God’s help,

we can participate in the will of God coming on earth 

as in heaven.

It is with this hope and in this faith 

that we lit our first Advent Candle this morning!

Hymn:

Come now where we least expect you 

Come now where we least expect you,

Christ our hope and longing, come.

Show us where we still reject you

in the world you made your home.

Look around! Christ is found

far beyond our sacred ground.

Come where we have tried to own you

locked within the distant past,

where your Church has scarcely known you,

where the least remain the last.

Enter still where you will,

come to challenge and fulfil.

Christ-child, come in loving kindness;

come, great Judge whom angels praise!

Heal us of our pride and blindness,

purge our hearts and change our ways,

God’s own Word, love outpoured,

come to us, O Christ our Lord.

We respond with faith and thanks

Prayers for others

God,

You who are love

You who are coming

This morning we have lit the candle of hope.

You know how much the world needs it!

We pray for those places in our world that seem bereft of  hope . . .

We lit the candle as symbol of the light of the world.

We pray that in the depth of hurt, distortion, and destruction

the darkness will not overcome,

but that the light of Christ will come and bring life.

We look for the light, and we look to the light so that our communities and society may be transformed.

In our work places and through our own work

may the light of your love shine.

In the dimmest of moments,

And through the shadowy corridors of our structures of power

Come, Lord Jesus.

In unexpected ways and times shine light and hope

that the promise of your coming kingdom

be known and looked for.

We pray for the people we know who are presently in a dark corner . . .

Shine the light of your love on them, we pray.

Surprise them with an unexpected visit from you.

Lead and guide us as part of your body

So that we too would surprise them with love 

and so enliven hope for them.

As we step into this Advent Season

we open ourselves to the possibility of new things.

With faith we bring our hearts to the light 

for merciful judgment and grace-filled transformation. 

With hope we look to Christ’s coming in love, and in power.

Lead us from death to life(From falsehood to truth;

Lead us from despair to hope(From fear to trust;

Lead us from hate to love.

Let your peace fill our hearts(Let your peace fill our world.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.


Offertory: We give as Jesus gives

Choir Anthem: ____________________________

Prayer of dedication:

As Jesus gives hope so we would offer hope to those in despair.

As Jesus brings light so we too would shine forth his love

that others burdens would be lifted.

As we bring these gifts of money and food

so we bring ourselves.

We dedicate ourselves as members of the Body of Christ

To look for the kingdom, 

to pray for the kingdom,

and to be ready participants in the kingdom

for we would be people of light and hope

in and through the name of Jesus Christ, Amen

We return to the community, strengthened in faith

Hymn 207:
 There’s a light upon the mountains

Benediction, followed by threefold Amen.

Go now to be light and bring hope,

preparing yourselves for the coming of Christ.

and the blessing of God: 

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer

be with you this day and always,

