22nd August 2010 Sermon: ‘Release’  -Rev Allister Lane
Hebrews 11:29—12:2

Luke 13:10-17
This story of Jesus’ healing the crippled woman in the synagogue is found only in Luke’s Gospel.

Why has Luke chosen to include this story in his account of the Good News?

How does it fit into Luke’s purpose for recording the story of Jesus?

Perhaps Luke includes this encounter with a crippled woman as a way of preparing us for a redemptive encounter of startling proportions,
...helping us come to grips with an event that is difficult to see as an act of redemption and release from sin and from death. 

Perhaps this encounter in the synagogue, helps us see the meaning of the unlikely and unpredictable goal of Jesus’ mission.

Jesus, The Healer, brings release to this woman; 
all see that she in no longer bent over but stands up straight. 

“Woman, you are set free” (v.12)
Jesus’ actions are immediately followed by a public rebuke from the leader of the synagogue. What’s the problem he’s got with Jesus? Not that Jesus healed, but that he healed on the Sabbath; this is doing work on a day when there should be no work done.  The rules have been broken!

The rebuke from the synagogue leader allows Jesus to give a theological interpretation of his actions. 
Jesus is seen to have breached the religious rules, but (as he does so often) Jesus opens people’s eyes to recognise the presence of something much greater; the presence of God’s Kingdom.

“Woman, you are set free”

“And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage (even) on the sabbath day?” (v. 16)

This woman who was bound is set free; given release. 

Release from what?   

From the satan; 

the lie, which has a grip on people, keeping them trapped in distortion. 

In both word and action, Jesus reveals God’s Kingdom fulfilling God’s purposes, and therefore Jesus’ mission; 
In both word and action, Jesus releases the woman from the satan, pointing all toward the presence of the Kingdom of God.

In this particular encounter, 
on this Sabbath day, 
in this dusty corner of Palestine, 
the truth and righteousness of God is embodied – not just for those present but for all. 
Luke recognises this story has expansive implications for all humanity.
The condition of this woman, and her dislocation from community, is an indicative example of the disorder of the entire cosmos. 
The satan; the lie, distorts so much of our personal being, our relationships, our society.

But in word and action, Jesus brings release.

It was at the beginning of Jesus’ three-year ministry, that Luke recorded another encounter where Jesus was teaching, in a synagogue, on the Sabbath.
At the synagogue in Nazareth Jesus stood up and read these words:

‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
   because he has anointed me
     to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
   and recovery of sight to the blind,
     to let the oppressed go free,  (Luke 4:18)

And now, in fulfilment of those words (on another Sabbath, in another synagogue) Jesus proclaims release to the crippled woman.

Luke further encourages us to recognise the implications of this second event.  
It is meaningful not just for the woman and those present on that Sabbath day, but signalling God’s Kingdom for us all.
In Luke’s Gospel, two parables told by Jesus follow immediately after his encounter in the synagogue, and are linked by the tell-tale word ‘therefore.’ These following verses are not included in today’s Lectionary reading, but I think they should be.

As I read them, think about whether you agree that these parables suggest that the release given for one woman, promises release for all humanity...
“[Jesus] said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should I compare it? It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the garden; it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.’ 

And again he said, ‘To what should I compare the kingdom of God? 21It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with* three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’”  (Luke 13:18-21)

Such humble and domestic imagery is employed to speak of divine royal rule that governs the cosmos. 
Jesus’ actions in the synagogue one Sabbath are legitimised as kingdom activity. It may not seem much to heal one crippled woman, 
but the nature of this action is the seed; the small influence, 
which will grow in power and authority in the emerging Kingdom of God. 

As well as God’s promise, there is a warning for us in this story.

Petty rule-keeping that make us feel ‘right’ is confronted by The Truth-Teller who brings the presence of God’s Kingdom to transform to each one of us, and all creation. 
When is the right time for God’s transformation? Jesus does not wait, but acts in grace and truth. In Jesus, God’s transformation of redemption and release are brought into the present. 
Rather than being prohibited on the Sabbath, the nature of Jesus’ actions are perfectly suited for the Sabbath; the day when the community of God’s people gather to recognise and celebrate God’s creative activity.
At the same time God’s activity is not confined to the Sabbath.

Jesus reveals God’s Kingdom all around us! Emerging wherever the satan is broken, wherever truth is told, wherever the love of God is enacted.
Jesus reveals God’s love and grace as the ‘pioneer and perfecter’ of our faith; 
leading the way, and working in us, to build God’s Kingdom. 
So often we are driven by ‘success’. (Getting numbers up, making more profit, doing better than others, etc)

In the Kingdom of God, Jesus shows us the most seemingly inconsequential action, for the immediate benefit of one lonely person, can be part of the mission to break the satan and bring release.
Jesus’ actions healing a woman one Sabbath, and his parables of seed and yeast, declare “that satanic domination is being repealed, and the Kingdom of God made present.” (Joel Green, p527)

Jesus’ mission is to bring release, 

overturn expectations, 
and subvert definitions of ‘success’, 
...revealing the truth and righteousness of the Kingdom. 
In an encounter with a crippled woman the author of Luke’s Gospel recognises the nature of Jesus action as the seed of the event that achieves God’s will for redemption and reconciliation. 

As Dietrich Bonhoeffer puts it: 

“The figure of The Crucified invalidates all thought which takes success for its standard.”

May God awaken us to the truth and righteousness of the Kingdom this week, and “let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

Amen.

