Call to worship:

We are alive with Life through the covenant commitment of 

God the Father.

God has made us.  God has called us into being. 
We live in the tension: we know and we know not.

We are loved by Love through the self-giving scapegoat, 

Jesus Christ.

God has redeemed us.  God has liberated us from ourselves.

We live in the tension: God is present and God is absent.
We are enspirited by the Spirit 

who raised Jesus from the dead and is at work in us.

God has sent us into all the world.  We are the body of Christ.

We live in the tension: the kingdom is now, but is not yet.

Let us worship God.

Hymn 113:
We praise you, God, confessing you as Lord! 

We read Psalm 100 all together.

You will find it on page 552 of the pew Bibles

Prayer 

We will conclude by saying together the Lord’s Prayer.  

This will be led in contemporary form, the words of which are found on the inside cover of the hymn book.  

Feel free to pray in the language of your heart.

“We have entered your presence with thanksgiving

and praise you, Lord, for Jesus Christ, our great high priest,

who has made that entry possible.

We worship you, Lord, with gladness,

and praise you that through Jesus Christ 

you welcome our approach to your throne.

We come into your presence singing,

confessing you as Lord,  

acknowledging your boundless majesty

and praising you as King of glory(
King of the power that is love.

Because of you we are alive with Life.  You have made us.  

You called us into being.  You redeem us and sustain us.

And yet, even as we name you God and Lord,

we acknowledge the tension of living in this world:

Knowing you and yet not knowing fully.

Grateful for your presence when we perceive it,

and yet seeking you(wondering 

where you are and what you are doing.

You are King.  You are Lord.  Your kingdom will come.  

Your will, shall be done on earth as in heaven.

We believe.  Help our unbelief.

Thank you that we do not have a high priest who is unable 

to sympathize with our weaknesses.

But we have one who in every respect 

has been tested as we are, yet without sin.

And so we approach your throne of grace with boldness,

knowing your forever-enduring-steadfast love

and having confidence in your for-all-time-faithfulness. 

There we receive mercy.  

There we find grace to help in time of need.

That time is today.  That time is now.

And we bless you that we are, each one,

accepted as one of your own.

Thank you that you lead us as a Shepherd King,

granting all we need to sustain us,

and blessing us with the resources of yourself, 

your love and your life.

We pray in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ 

Welcome & notices

We focus on & respond to God’s Word in Scripture

First Bible Reading:
Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24


(pg. 803-804 of the Old Testament section of the pew Bible)

Choir Anthem:

Te Deum (Vaughan Williams)

Second Bible reading:
Matthew 25: 31-46

(pg. 29 of the New Testament section of the pew Bible)

Sermon

Many of us know Psalm 100 very well.

It’s one of a group of Psalms 

that acknowledge God as King.

We read it today 

because today is the last Sunday in the church calendar 

and is traditionally known as “Christ the King” Sunday.

On this day we celebrate the majesty of God 

and the kingship of Christ.

Today our worship is in stark contrast to that vulnerable coming we celebrate as Christmas,

For today we look for another coming.

We look for the coming of Christ in power.

We acknowledge God’s power.

And we confess that our humanity depends on him as Creator.

It is God who made us.

Not, we ourselves.

We are the sheep.

God is the shepherd.

We are the fragile ones.

The Lord is the powerful one.

If we are looking for what life is about

We ought not to look inward, but outward and upward.

Life is about us being given life.

It’s about creation, service and worship.

Life is about God’s intentions, not about our own.

Have you seen our current Tui Ad. on the Willis Street Wall?

It says something like: The key to happiness is:

Self-fulfillment, self-esteem, self-confidence, 

self-this and self-that.

And our official response to all of that is: “Yeah Right!”

But why that response to those definitions of happiness?

I’m happy here at St John’s for a whole host of reasons.

One of those reasons is that I am fulfilled.

And some of you are blessed with the happiness 

that comes from job satisfaction too.

Or anyone who has known the agony of low self-esteem

and then received help towards a healthier self-concept 

will probably also feel happier as a result.

So why does our poster raise doubts about these things?

Is St John’s like Uncle Scrooge?

Is our church leadership,

and our communications committee in particular,

like the Grinch who stole Christmas?

Are we advertising a dour form of Christianity

that advocates that anything enjoyable or pleasurable 

can’t be from God?

Well, that’s one way of reading it.

Another way of reading it could be that so long as 

you’re helping others (rather than yourself) 

towards fulfillment and confidence and so to happiness 

then that’s OK.

The Christian way is about others, not about ourselves. 

That’s not how I read it, 

but it could be read like that.

It’s a great poster, isn’t it!

It asks as much as it answers.

By implication it asks what is the best way of living our lives?

It doesn’t tell us the answer, 

but it suggests that something outside of ourselves 

might have something to do with it.

Could it be that God is the key to happiness?

Well, maybe.

But just as we know people whose happiness 

seems to derive from self-fulfillment,

so we know numerous people who cannot and will not believe that God is the key to happiness.

There are many stories out there and in here too

about how church people have hurt others,

and how church leaders have been abusive..

For many in that situation

God is so closely aligned to the church and church people, 

that the unhappiness experienced in connection with church

can often mean that God is viewed 

not as the key to happiness

but as the key to distress and despair!

We all know how minds and hearts work like this,

because our minds work in the same way.

When we see Tsunamis and earthquakes 

interspersed with bombings, and destruction,

we also wonder about God.

How do we explain the difference between God and a terrorist?

That could be the beginning of an Irish joke,

but it’s not!

It’s a question that alerts us to our own perceptions

that sometimes it seems that God’s power is used 

not to love, but to destroy.

Those who were at last Sunday evening’s service

articulated some of these questions.

We wrote them on balloons.  We said the questions aloud,

and prayed for one another.

The prayer we prayed was that we would 

love the questions 

and live the questions 

and one distant day walk into the answers.

Today I want to suggest that often we find the answers 

to our questions of faith,

not so much through new statements of fact,

nor by somehow gaining a larger quantity of knowledge,

or by gathering prodigious amounts of specialist information;

But more often than not,

we find the answers to our questions through a new way of being.

That’s why when we live with our questions 

and make friends with them and keep company with them

it is likely that one day we will walk into the answer.

That is, we may eventually find statements of truth 

that more or less answer one of our faith questions.

But even if we don’t

we will walk into a way of living that becomes 

more and more comfortable about the questions;

Or we will walk into a way of living 

where the questions that once bothered us hugely, 

for some almost inexplicable reason, 

no longer bother us so much.

Or we will walk into a way of living 

where we realise that while we were anxiously asking about “x” the real question now seems much more likely to be “y”!!!!

If you have questions about the Christian faith

keep company with those questions.

Search out answers.

Think.

Discuss.

Read.

Pray.

Keep living your life with your questions 

as serious companions on the way,

and one day 

you may well walk into the answer of a new way of being with the questions.

Psalm 100 offers us an introduction to that new way of being.

So let’s look briefly at our Psalm and see how it begins 

to deal to our current poster,

and our questions about the Christian faith and happiness:

The Psalm is clearly a psalm of praise

It summons the people to praise,

and it gives reasons for that summons.

So just as we have thought a little about happiness

and something about questions that can disturb our happiness

so we come to the topic of praise and what it is.

It’s a very odd activity – that’s what it is.

On a purely human level, 

how often do we praise one another?

or tell someone else how well we think they’re doing?

NZers on the whole are not brilliant at affirming one another.

We expect our friends to understand

that the more we put them down, 

the more we really like them!

And we often expect people to know that we like 

what they’ve done –

not because we have told them so, 

but because we would have told them if we didn’t like it.

Silence is our most utilised form of praise on a human level.

A sociologist would be best suited to explain 

the cultural and historical factors 

that led to this state of affairs.

But on a theological level 

the explanation of this is fairly straight forward:

The human self, left to itself, reverts to self reference.

We prefer to put others down 

in an attempt to build up our own selves.

To praise someone else 

deflects from my ego

and builds up the self of the one who I praise.

It’s not just NZers who are reluctant to do this.

Building up the self at the expense of the other 

is part of the distortion of the human condition.

If we think of ourselves as a lit candle,

then we could say that we find it impossible to believe 

that if we let someone light their candle 

from our candle flame 

that it won’t somehow diminish us!

Above all,

we fear the diminishment of the self.

That’s why we fear death.

It’s why many of us fear failure and so on.

The good news is that praise reverts that fear.

Praise takes the focus from the one who is praising 

and puts the light clearly on the other person.

A life that is one of praise is not only an unusual life,

but it is a life lived in reference to something or someone 

outside of itself.

One definition of praise goes like this:

“praise is an act of public affirmation of a 

definitional loyalty 

to an agent outside self.”

So when it comes to Psalm 100

The joyful noise that God’s people are exhorted to make

and the worship they are to offer with 

gladness and thanksgiving

is a public statement of where their loyalty lies.

Their loyalty lies not with themselves 

but with God.

Their existence is shaped by the relationship of praise to Yahweh.

If we are to understand the people of God

we must first understand that they are not defined by themselves.

They are defined by their loyalty to the God who is 

beyond themselves.

It’s this which introduces us to a new way of being.

In a society like ours which champions autonomy 

and self-possession, self-esteem, self-confidence 

and all the other things on our poster,

then praise is a problem.

Praise is a surrender of many of the things that our society tells us we need to be happy.

Praise is a surrender of autonomy.

Praise is an affirmation that life is derived from 

and lives toward an agent who must be obeyed as well as trusted.

“Know that the Lord is God.

It is he that made us and we are his.”

Or, “It is he that made us and not we ourselves.”

When we praise God 

we refer beyond ourselves 

to the source of our life and being.

Each time we praise God 

we identify ourselves 

not as autonomous beings

But as ones who “are”,

who exist, who live, who “be” alive

only inasmuch as we are in relation to this other one.

This One on whom we fully trust and rely.

If Psalm 100 offers us an introduction to that new way of being.

Then Jesus Christ offered us the key to that way of being 

when he said,
“I am the way, the truth and the life.”

This is a classic statement of connectedness and relationship.

No one, said Jesus, is in connection with God 

without also being in relationship with him.

For the true way of being,

the truest form of knowledge,

and the life that is real life

is found in relationship to the One 

who is the source and the destiny of life.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

and his courts with praise,

And pray for the day when the kingdom of God 

will be on earth as in heaven,

Because only then will the new way of being 

Come to culmination,

And only then will we know fully,

for his is the power and the glory forever and ever, Amen

Hymn 111:
Sing, all creation (Tune: Christe Sanctorum)


Prayers for others:  Today I have chosen to use the words of the Lord’s Prayer in our prayers for ourselves and others:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name:

We acknowledge you as Lord and King.

For those who know you, grace each one with a 

reverence of you as Creator and Lord.

For those for whom your name is unknown or problematic,

Grace them with the liberation of your new way of being.

Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven:


Rule in the lives of world and national leaders

who influence and shape the lives of others.

Transform those places in our world where 

You seem absent.


Enable us and other members of the body of Christ 

to act for transformation in all places 

that cry out for your coming.

Give us today our daily bread:

We pray for all those who do not have enough to sustain physical life;

for those working with earthquake relief 

in Kashmir. 

We pray for those who do not have the emotional or spiritual resources to cope with their circumstances.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us:

Continue to view and accept each one of us through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and move our hearts to view others with similar grace.

We pray for those whose sins we cannot forgive – 

bend their hearts towards you, 

and bend our hearts with the reality of your love.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.

Keep us safe through times of stress and difficulty.

Protect us from ourselves and others, and aspects 

of our culture that would pull us away from you.

We compare our stress with the trials that others face.  

We do not understand, Lord, why so many 

are not saved from trial,

but delivered into the hands of evil.

We question you in prayer, and ask that, 

as the Body of Christ, 

your Holy Spirit would empower us 

to speak and act against evil, 

and to speak and act with mercy 

whenever there is opportunity.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 

now and forever.  

Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  Amen.

We give as Jesus gives: our offerings will now be received

Bless our gifts, Lord, 

and grant that this offering may be for us a sign of a greater giving: 

the offering of our time and our talents, 

our loyalty and our love, 

indeed, the offering of our whole life 

for the service of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
Hymn:

Lift high the cross

Refrain:

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim

Till all the world adore his glorious name!

Come Christian people, sing your praises, shout!

If we are silent, even stones cry out . . . 

Jesus, you wept to see our human strife,

Teach us compassion for each human life . . .

Great is the cost of walking on this road,

To follow and suffer with the Son of God . . . 

Worlds to be born and children yet to be

Come, take up this song into eternity . . .

Benediction, followed by threefold Amen.

Go into the world,

Taking up the song of praise and a new way of being.

You can because 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

The love of God

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit

Are with you this day and always,

