13th February 2011 SERMON ‘Bread of Tomorrow’  Allister Lane
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:13-16
The last two weeks we have reflected on Jesus’ teaching in his ‘Sermon on the Mount’.

We are reminded how the prayed Jesus taught “Give us today our daily bread” grounds us in our constant state of neediness.

Far from humiliating us, our neediness before God and one another enriches us and can give us opportunities for our humanity to be endorsed and celebrated. 

The prayer “Give us today our daily bread” at once goes on to recognise the need of forgiveness. And we reflected on how, again, our humanity is celebrated in the giving and receiving of forgiveness.

In this morning’s reading from 1 Corinthians the Apostle Paul uses the analogy of food to talk about his ministry among the congregation in Corinth. 
He is giving them a telling-off actually: pointing out that their childish behaviour demonstrates they are not ready for the ‘solid food’, but that they are infants who can only be fed with milk.  
We can no doubt relate to the Biblical image of food as that which sustains living. Despite our ready access to food in supermarkets stocked above head-height with all manner of food, we can appreciate our constant neediness for good nutrition for good living. This need for food to sustain us is a consistent feature of our human condition.

We pray “Give us today our daily bread” aware of what we need to live. We do so secure in the promise that God is concerned with our welfare – both spiritual and physical. Jesus invites us to acknowledge our neediness and, rather than pretending to be self-sufficient and self-righteous, to be dependent on God. 
It is a stance of vulnerability, but also of hope and anticipation.
The scope and extent of our anticipation will depend on our understanding of what God promises us; where God is taking us on the journey of faith and discipleship.

In his writing about the Lord’s Prayer in the 4th Century, St Jerome considers the meaning of the word for ‘daily’ in the line “Give us today our daily bread” and refers to an ancient version in the Aramaic (the language Jesus spoke) that has a different rendering: “Give us today the bread of tomorrow”.

IF we suppose this can represent the teaching of Jesus, doesn’t this suggest a much greater anticipation of the gifts of God in our living now? 
The Kingdom of God about which Jesus spoke is invading our reality; 
the new creation in the resurrection of Christ is anticipated not way out in the future, when we die, or at the end of time, but in our daily living NOW: “Give us today the bread of tomorrow”.
We remind each other of this very truth in the pattern of our faith and worship as the Church. 
Communion, the Lord’s Supper is a practice based in an event of history, 

it is therefore a memorial meal. We are remembering the significant event of when Jesus shared the Last Supper with his disciples on the night before he died.

But it is also a re-membering; a gathering in the presence of the living Jesus. We commune together with our risen Lord, as a present experience as members of the Church, the body of Christ.

We both remember (the past) and are re-membered (in Christ’s presence).

This shared meal is at the centre of our life as a church. And as we prepare to celebrate it today, I want to say two things about communion.
The first is that communion is a sign.

The bread we eat reminds us that we are sustained by God.

In Jesus Christ, God reaches out to us in love, forgiving and restoring us.

The bread we share reminds us of the holiness of life; that God has given us signs of grace. God is present and available; that is the purpose of focusing on Communion the way we do. We do it to share the message with one another that we are in need, that we are forgiven and that we are being transformed.

The holy presence of God is not, of course, limited to the bread we share here in communion. As I’ve just said communion is a sign. 

The square bits of bread we share here remind us of the bread we have every day: at home, at work, in the playground, at the cafe. The bread of communion is holy, but so is the bread we have for breakfast. The focus of communion is to proclaim that God is available to all, forgiving restoring and drawing us to God’s future.
“Oh Lord give us today the bread of tomorrow!”

Share with us your tangible grace, and work your holiness out in the very ordinariness of our lives.
This is the second point about communion – it is a sign, but not only a sign.

As a present experience with the risen Jesus, Communion is for us transformation.

As a memorial meal only Communion would be relegated to being merely a quaint tradition; a re-enactment of an event in the life of a dead hero.
But at the centre of the pattern of our faith and worship, the living God’s new creation is manifest in us.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams
, quotes an Anglican scholar who describes this new creation as homo eucharisticus.
  The new 'species' of humanity that is created and sustained in the pattern of sharing these holy signs of God’s grace; the bread of tomorrow.

This transformation into homo eucharisticus is not just for our own personal salvation, but is the embodiment of our mission as the Church.

The pattern of sharing communion is our proclamation of the presence of God’s holiness; the availability of forgiveness and restoration – for the whole world.
To be salt and the light of the world (as Jesus urges) is to share with a hungry world the bread of tomorrow, putting no limits or bounds on the gracious transformation by God.
[“Give us today the bread of tomorrow” is] a prayer, simply, for Christ to be our food and sustenance, so that all self-sufficient pride, all individual anxiety and defensiveness, all greedy effort to live at the expense of the neighbour are overcome; and the Church declares with clarity and conviction that there is indeed bread for the world's hunger to be found in the Body of the Lord. 

Today we share communion, before commissioning the leaders of our children’s and youth ministry, and then ordaining new elders.
This order of our worship is fitting as we share the sustenance from God as a celebration of the transformation of the Body of Christ, and as a proclamation of the mission of the Body of Christ in living out the grace of God for the sake of a hungry world. 
Or put more simply: each one of us has received, so that we can give. 

We are here being encouraged and equipped as salt and light.
In the bread we eat, may God remind us of: 

· our need for sustenance

· God’s living presence that sets us free to be forgiven and to forgive one another

· and the transformation of the new creation in Christ.

May God give us clarity and conviction in celebrating every sign of hope 

– every day!

Amen.
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/2949" �http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/2949� 


� ‘Eucharist’ being another term for communion, meaning ‘Thanksgiving’.





