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INTRODUCTION

In my introduction to the September issue I offered a challenge: 

It will be a useful counterpoint to all the talk about the old in this issue, if the December issue can be deluged with material from, and about, the young.  I look forward to receiving it.
I did not exactly experience a deluge, but I was delighted when Margaret Galt offered a paper on children and Christianity, even as I was soliciting a contribution from David (of whose status as a numismatist I had just become aware).  Then Margaret’s contribution became not one paper but two; and – if it were not for the fascinating account from Helen Martin on the involvement of St John’s youth in the recent General Assembly – I would have been tempted to dedicate this issue to the Galts, because the offer of numerous contributions is one of the happiest experiences an editor can have.


All of which leads me to report that the March 2007 issue will be my final one as editor: when I took on the job, I offered to do it for two years, and next March will see the completion of three.  I have much enjoyed my term, and have appreciated the kindness of fellow-members who have derived pleasure from the content of various numbers.  I have also been grateful to the friends who have allowed me to make demands on their time and skill; between them they have determined the content (and hence the popularity) of a dozen issues, so that I have needed to be little more than a collector and arranger.


I am delighted that Rob Anderson has agreed to succeed me as editor; I know that he will do an excellent job (because he does an excellent job of whatever he takes on) and I am confident that he will enjoy the same level of support as I have done.


And if he is short of copy, he will perhaps twist my arm, as I have twisted his on occasions!

WYN BEASLEY

ST JOHN’S INVESTMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

[This outline of the Committee’s origins and activities

was presented at the Annual Meeting of St John’s on

14 October 2006.  The Kirk Session wishes it to be 

made known to the congregation as a whole.]

In June 1987 the surplus plot ratio here at St John’s was sold for just over $7 million to two building development companies.


The members of St John’s approved a formal set of rules governing the operation of the Capital Trust into which the funds were paid.  These Rules laid down how the Trust was to be administered and also how the annual income was to be applied.


First priority was to provide sufficient funds to maintain the Trust Fund in real terms against inflation.  This has been done every year since, so with adjustments made to cover inflation, the balance of the Trust Fund now stands at just over $12 million.


The next priority was ‘to provide a high standard of maintenance and protection of the Church property, buildings and furnishings having regard to the permanent preservation of the property as a site of national importance’.

After that the remaining income was to be available to meet any shortfall in the operating expenses of the Church, capital developments, the wider work of the Church in Wellington, and finally community causes.


It is interesting to think about these rules and the order in which the funds were to be expended.  What the people of St John’s were saying nearly 20 years ago was this: that the No 1 priority was to ensure that the initial sum received was kept intact for all time, and also that the Church would be endowed with the financial means to ensure that future generations could continue to worship here.  Over the intervening years St John’s members have benefited greatly from the wise decisions of those church members.  The original Rules have stood the test of time and they remain in full force and effect today.


What would have happened if the capital sum had not been protected from inflation?  If no adjustment had been made, the St John’s Capital Trust would now be worth 40% less than it actually is.  In addition, the income we receive would be 40% less today.


Among other things, the Rules required the setting up of the Investment Advisory Committee comprising not fewer than 3 nor more than 5 people who were to advise on the investment of the funds.  Today you are being asked to reappoint Margaret Galt and appoint Roger Gyles to the committee.  The other members of the committee are Peter Isherwood, Ross Chesney (Church Treasurer) ex officio, and myself.


From time to time the Advisory Committee reviews the basis of the investment programme and our guiding document, which we call our SIPO – the Statement of Investment Policy and Objectives – is approved by St John’s Council.  Our committee has recently commenced a fresh review of our investment policy and we acknowledge the very useful discussion paper David and Margaret Galt prepared on this subject.


At the present time the bulk of our investments are held in high quality fixed term securities which carry a credit rating of not less than ‘A’ from a top international rating agency.  We also have a substantial balance on deposit at call with the Presbyterian Investment Fund operated by the Church Property Trustees.  In addition, a small portion of the fund has been held in New Zealand shares.


St John’s Trust Fund is a very long term fund – in fact it could be described as perpetual, as it has no expiry date.


Therefore it should be possible over time to increase the value of the Trust at a greater rate, if more of it were invested in high quality ‘growth’ assets such as property and a greater proportion in company shares.  This would mean reducing the proportion held in fixed interest investments.


But this requires careful management.


At present we can rely on the income that our investments generate being paid to St John’s in full and on time.  This is very important.  With astute management those earnings have been kept at a high level, even at the present time when there has been a limited choice of good investments available and short term interest rates have been higher than longer term rates.


So while our committee can forecast our income at least 12 months ahead quite accurately, we face particular difficulties with two issues over which we have no control.  One is the level of inflation each year which we must provide for out of the revenue of the Trust.  The other is the deficit St John’s incurs in its operations.


Reducing interest earning assets and substituting property and share investments should provide increased returns over time, but these returns are unlikely to be as regular or reliable as our present investments.  In addition, in some years the market value of these new assets can, and at times will, decrease.  This could affect the value of the capital sum.  If this decrease in market value was sufficient to reduce the protected value of the Capital Trust, a greater proportion of that year’s income would have to be diverted to correct the capital loss as well as to cover that year’s inflation.  This in turn would reduce the revenue available to meet St John’s operating expenses.


Quite obviously none of us want this to happen.  But this is a real risk which we cannot ignore and, therefore, we must act prudently to ensure that, as far as possible, whenever there is a shortfall, it is small and we have the ability to cover it.


At this stage of our current review, we feel we could begin to broaden the structure of our investments in a modest way.  We have decided to effectively double our investment in the New Zealand sharemarket and concentrate our holding within an Indexed share fund.  In addition we are investigating a tax efficient investment in a managed property Trust with a view to making a small investment in that market.


It would be our hope that, over time, we can switch more of the portfolio into those and some other ‘growth’ assets.  However the pace of this change will be governed by the priorities I mentioned earlier, of keeping the Capital Fund intact, meeting St John’s needs and hopefully having a margin left over to cover fluctuations in income and asset values.  If such a buffer could be gradually built up, this would support a faster expansion of the wider portfolio.


In concluding my remarks, I would like to venture into the wider area of church giving.  The increase in the giving by St John’s members for the past two years has been very commendable indeed.  But could I issue a friendly challenge to everyone to keep up the good work and increase it further.  I understand St John’s still has come way to go to reach the average giving of the church at large.  In this last financial year the parish incurred a deficit of $40,580 - and that deficit was after receiving over $376,000 from the income of the Capital Trust.  This year Ross Chesney, the treasurer, is budgeting a deficit of $68,000 – and that is after receiving over $400,000 of capital trust income.  Total Capital Trust income for the year is expected to be $850,000.


Unfortunately these deficits are putting a restraint on the speed with which the Investment Advisory Committee is able to adopt a wider range of investments and gradually enhance the income of the parish.

BOB McCAY

___________________________________________________

YOUTH ATTEND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A report and impressions 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church is the committee meeting to end all committee meetings.  No other church ‘courts’ meet while the General Assembly is on because for its duration it is the church court.  It is just what its name says.  It is the general coming together of all parishes in one assembly:  one minister or elder from each congregation in the country.  That means around 500 commissioners altogether.  Commissioners have both speaking and voting rights.  Alongside commissioners are various other observers who may speak but not vote.  From St John’s I was the minister commissioner this year.  Last time Margaret Galt was our commissioner elder.  Next General Assembly is in 2008 it will once again be an elder’s turn to attend from St John’s.  Commissioners’ votes are conscience votes and not necessarily representative of their congregation.

It was great to see young people at the General Assembly.  Alice Potts, one of our youth leaders, attended both Youth Assembly and General Assembly as a youth commissioner from the Wellington Presbytery.  “I was really glad to go to Youth Assembly,” Alice said.  “It was really fun and I liked meeting all the other young people involved in the Presbyterian Church.  It was cool just hanging out together.”  When asked about Youth Assembly which met a couple of days before the General Assembly, Ryhan Prasad commented that one of its main advantages was the way it informed the youth commissioners about how the General Assembly processes worked.  “There  was a good sense of connection and family.”

Following on from the Youth Assembly, the General Assembly was a bit more of a challenge!  “It felt quite humbling to be part of such a big whole,” Ryhan reflected.  Inevitably the controversial issue of sexuality and the ordained ministry left its mark on the youth commissioners as on us all.  Alice is still thinking about General Assembly, “Mmmm – challenging – a big learning curve!”  and “ . . . a strange but welcome sense of belonging.”   Ryhan also wonders how the resolution of this particular controversy will affect the church in the future.  “But,” he hastened to add, “I found it very reassuring that the church processes do let everyone’s voice be heard.” 

Some highlights:

*
Keynote speakers included The Rev. Dr. Kerry Enright (retiring AES [Assembly Executive Secretary]), The Rev. Martin Baker (incoming  AES) and The Hon. Winnie Laban (Minister of Community and Voluntary Sectors).  All three offered encouragement and gave hope and inspiration.  Visitors from the Presbyterian Churches of both Myanmar and Vanuatu, and the Uniting Church of Australia also addressed the Assembly.

*
We met twice in dialogue groups which gave every commissioner the opportunity to contribute to the discussion about three of the major reports and debates: The proposal for a new model of ministry training, the way the General Assembly meeting itself is conducted, and the remuneration of ministers.

*
Graham’s nomination as Moderator Designate was confirmed unanimously by Assembly and his family and a group of St John’s members were privileged to be there to support him.  Over the next two years Graham will participate in national church meetings as preparation for this role and, in the 2008 General Assembly, he takes up the position of Moderator for the following two years. 

Some decisions:

*
The Assembly agreed to encourage each congregation to become a ‘Fair Trade’ congregation and also to actively seek to adopt resource sustainable methods as it goes about its business.  For example, as households recycle so congregation are encouraged to recycle.

*
A new model of ministry training has been approved and the School of Ministry will become the Centre for Christian Leadership at Knox College.  The centre will intentionally offer training to lay leaders as well as ordinands, and will make increased use of block courses, distance learning and supervised internships.

*
The Assembly ruled (65% for and 35% against) that no person in a sexual relationship outside the faithful marriage of a man and woman can be trained, ordained, licensed or inducted.  

*
The existing seniority allowance is to be replaced with a new one which provides a three grade scale of increased stipend to ministers from the second, sixth, and eleventh years of their ministry. 

*
The new Book of Order was accepted by the General Assembly as a first step.  Over the next two years Parishes and presbyteries have the opportunity to comment about it before its acceptance is confirmed in 2008.

It is always a privilege to be involved with the church as it grapples with large issues.  The Very Rev. Pamela Tankersley moderated the assembly in a way that helped us all listen to each other and to God.  As always, the mind of the General Assembly reflects the mind of those gathered at that particular time.  We respect it and we continue to fellowship with one another dependent on the grace of God.

HELEN MARTIN

___________________________________________________

CHILDREN AND CHURCH

We will tell the next generation

about the Lord’s power and his great deeds

and the wonderful things he has done



Psalm 78:4

Children are often described as “the church of the future”. But that is only true if our children follow in our footsteps and become Christians. As many in our congregation who have grown children will know, this is by no means guaranteed. As a denomination we have not been holding our children well. In 1981 there were almost 13,000 children attending Presbyterian Christian education programmes; by 2005 there were only 8,000. As a church St Johns has bucked that trend – moving up from 30 to 33 children – in large part because of the faithful service of a large number of members who have given of their talents over these 24 years.

There is no doubt that our children face a more secular world than in the past. Recently the Ministry of Education moved to ensure that no prayers were said at primary school and that even those Christmas carols that form part of our heritage would not be sung. If we are to educate our children in our faith, we will have to do it without the benefit of a supportive culture. In this situation international research has shown that the leading factor in determining children’s religious beliefs is not their church attendance, but rather the ability of their parents to impart their faith.
  There are some factors that have been shown to be particularly important. They are:

· Regular church attendance by both parents (a child tends to follow the model of its own-sex parent)

· Regular explanations at home of how the parents’ Christian faith is influencing their behaviour. It is more important that this is done as life is lived rather than in “teaching sessions”. Explain as you do it why you visit someone in need, why you give money to others, and how God influences what you do in your everyday life.

· The integration of religious activities into daily life – grace before meals, prayers at bedtime, parents reading their Bible all make God real to young children.

When do we need to start this? The truth is that children develop their world view at a very young age. By age 3 most children have a basic idea that right and wrong exist – even if they are unsure what actually is right or wrong. They have also developed a view on whether the world is kind or unkind, and whether things are random or planned. These views will determine what they eventually think God is like. By mid childhood, most children have decided whether they believe in God or not, and whether that God is kind or harsh. If by age 13, they have not made an internal commitment to believing in God, there is little chance that they ever will.
 Their understanding of what God is like, and what it means to be a Christian will mature, but their basic belief structure will remain the same.

It is also important to help children to understand that being Christian is not uncool, and that they are not alone. This becomes extra important as the teenage peer pressure to be like everyone else comes to bear.

Here are a few helpful statistics:

· There are 2.1 billion Christians in the world – 33% of the world population is Christian.

· There are about 10% of New Zealanders in church on any particular Sunday – and in any month about 20% of New Zealanders will go to church. In total 33% of New Zealand adults classify themselves as belonging to a church or religious organisation (22% as active members and 11% as inactive).
 No, you are not the only ones doing it!!

About 46% of adult New Zealanders believe religion is either very important (21%) or rather important (25%) in their lives. What’s more this percentage is about the same at every age group except for those over 65 (when 59% believe in the importance of religion).3
· A scientific study of Wellington children showed that 15% of them belonged to churches at age 12 and 15 (that means one in every seven children in your class will belong to a church.) What’s more, 13% of 12 year olds and 10% of 14 year olds read religious or spiritual books for fun.

· Finally, if they feel the pressure that God is not scientific or modern enough, discuss with them the scientific study published in Nature. It looked at the changing beliefs of scientists between 1916 and 1996. In 1916 40% of the scientists surveyed believed in God and in the afterlife; in 1996, after 80 years of declining church attendance and debates about evolution etc, 40% of the scientists surveyed still believed in God and the afterlife.
 Scientific knowledge is not a barrier to faith. 
And lastly we must be sure to convey to them our belief that 

Children are a gift from God:

they are a real blessing

Psalm 127:3

__________________

5 E J Larson and L Witham, “Scientists are still keeping the Faith” Nature (1997) 386 pp. 435-36

MARGARET GALT

THE HAND IN BENEDICTION

As a frontispiece to the December 2005 edition of the Messenger I inserted the Rucellai Madonna of Duccio, painted in 1285, drawing attention to the position of the Christ Child’s right hand; and I remarked that ‘the hand in benediction’ would merit an essay in a future Messenger.

One year later, it seems time to deliver on that promise.   The hand position for pronouncing a benediction in  the Roman and Orthodox churches, and widely adopted in religious art, has become formalised as one in which the ring and little fingers are bent down into the palm.  And my interest in this hand position developed some years ago when its resemblance to the effects of 
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Illustration of a hand affected by Dupuytren’s contracture.

a Dupuytren contracture was drawn to my attention; because the surgical treatment of this contracture is a field shared between plastic and orthopaedic surgeons.


What intrigued me even more was the suggestion that the practice of holding the hand in such a position, for the purposes of conferring a blessing, may have resulted from imitation of an early Pope afflicted with a Dupuytren contracture.  In a brief presentation of a few examples of the convention as it appears in art, sculpture and heraldry I cannot do more than offer a possible Papal candidate; but I can at least point to an intriguing new manifestation of the hand position concerned.


The earliest rendering of which I am aware is a 6th-century icon of Christ Pantocrator: here the ring and little fingers are  

6th century icon of Christ Pantocrator.     [image: image4.jpg]



shown part-bent.  Within a few centuries they were fully-bent, as in the ornamentation on the capital of a pillar in the 12th century abbey church of St Mary Magdalene at Vezelay in Burgundy, which depicts Jacob wrestling with the angel who, in blessing Jacob, is Himself revealed as God. [Genesis 32: 24-30]

[image: image5.jpg]


  Jacob wrestles with the angel.
And in the archetypal strip cartoon, the Bayeux tapestry, which is of about the same period, at the point in the narrative where ‘the body of King Edward is brought to Peter’s Church’ [i.e. the original Westminster Abbey] the hand of God is shown, descending in blessing from a cloud above the building.

The Bayeux tapestry:                        [image: image6.jpg]



the funeral of King Edward  
And so the process went on throughout the Middle Ages: at times God the Father was shown with His hand in this position; at others it was the Christ – either the Jesus of history, riding on a humble ass in this 16th century wooden statuette from South 
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Germany [above left] or Christ the King, [above right] painted by Jan van Eyck [c.1390-1441] for an altarpiece for the cathedral church of St Bavon in Ghent.


And, as we saw a year ago, the practice could extend to the portrayal of the Christ Child.  The Wilton Diptych was painted about 1395, supposedly by an artist of the French school, and 
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   The Christ Child, as shown in the Wilton diptych.

possibly for the marriage of Richard II to Isabella of France in 1396.  It shows ‘Richard II presented to the Virgin and Child by his patron saints’, and in this detail it can be seen that the right hand of the Child is placed against the darker ground of the gown of an attendant angel.


I mentioned earlier that the hand in benediction can also be found in heraldry, and the most striking example is in the crest 

	[image: image10.jpg]





of the Scottish family of Boyd.  An unfortunate family, they made the mistake of supporting the wrong side at Culloden: William Boyd, 4th Earl of Kilmarnock, was one of Prince Charles Edward’s generals, and was executed on Tower Hill in 1746; his seat, Dean Castle near Kilmarnock, was forfeited to the Crown.  But the citizens of Kilmarnock remained loyal; they used the Boyd arms unofficially until 1929, when the town was granted (very similar) arms of its own.  When we visited Kilmarnock last year, we were pleased to see that the castle, which fell into disrepair, has been refurbished and is now a conference centre; and interested to notice the unfortunate Earl’s arms graven upon public buildings in the town itself.


Is it possible that we can identify the early Pope who is supposed to have started all this?  Well, as well as the Wilton diptych, the National Gallery in London has two wings of a 
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    A Pope and St Matthias (detail)

triptych attributed to Masolino [c. 1383-1432, about contemp-orary with van Eyck].  One of these shows ‘A Pope and St Matthias’ and the Pope in question has been identified as St Liberius, who founded the church of Santa Maria Maggiore in Rome, where the body of St Matthias is one of the principal relics and where the triptych was reported to be in 1568, when Vasari (who was both an artist and a chronicler of art) described it.  Now Liberius was in office AD 352-366, and hence early enough to fit the legend; and as he discourses with Matthias his right hand is not obviously pronouncing a benediction.  It is possible, therefore, to wonder if his ring and little fingers are bent because he could not straighten them: if so he meets the needs of our theory.


But the story does not end there.  Artificial limbs for arm amputees have been a challenge for years, because they find it hard not to deprive their wearer of one or more of the qualities of a normal hand – grip, sensation and appearance.  In the 1980s an arm amputee in Colorado, Bob Radocy, who is also an engineer, produced a terminal device in which a two-on-one grip between metal ‘pincers’ offered excellent grip, whether for power or precision gripping.  Since then he has retained this principle while refining the cosmetic appearance of his devices.  [Interestingly, these prostheses afford quasi-sensory feedback by the ‘feel’ of the pressure exerted through the harness.]

His most recent device is called the ‘LiteTouch’; the two-on-one grip puts a realistic thumb, index and middle finger to work, but has no job for the ring and little fingers to do, and therefore sculpts them in low relief against the palm –
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    ‘Gotcha’ seemed an appropriate title for this.

so creating the position of the hand in benediction.  What is more, the device is able to confer a blessing on its young users.

WYN BEASLEY

NUMISMATICS AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

Wyn Beasley, our editor, has a good eye for the quirky item!  He knew he had one recently when, as President of the Royal Numismatic Society of New Zealand, I issued a media statement warning new coin collectors that they were at risk of getting ripped off as interest in coins boomed in New Zealand with the change to our new smaller coins.  

Part of that intense interest stemmed from the discovery that the Reserve Bank had issued only 32,000 2004 5-cent pieces into circulation – enough to send the price up to $80 to $100 each.  While honest people combed through their 5-cent pieces looking for the elusive 2004 date, others have attempted to sell through TradeMe a motley collection of common Australian 2004 5-cent pieces (without saying what they were); common 2004 10-, 20- and 50-cent pieces; and common 2000, 2001, 2002, and 2003 5-cent pieces.  All these are worth precisely face value but the prices asked for them on TradeMe sometimes reached $100s and $1000s of dollars.  People quickly learn of course but a few inevitably bought items they now regret having.

The Royal Numismatic Society has since 1931 promoted the hobby of coin, medal and banknote collecting and encouraged associated research.  It publishes a journal, organises trading, fairs and conventions and holds meetings to help people share their interests.  My own interest in coins goes back to childhood, when the variety in New Zealand’s circulating coinage stirred my interest.  I’ve been collecting world circulating coins ever since.  It’s a fun hobby where you can learn a lot about many obscure things – Thai-Lao script; the ancient history of China; Roman invasions around the Mediterranean; chemical composition and treatment of metals; economic cycles; detecting forgeries; and quality assurance in manufacturing.  

Would you guess that New Zealand decimal coin dies have been crossed at least three times “by mistake” with the dies of coins of other countries?  The New Zealand 2-cent piece die was crossed with a Bahaman die in 1967 and the resulting “mules” were released in Wellington.  Since then other New Zealand dies have been crossed with dies for Solomon Islands and Hong Kong coins.  

Would you guess that a member of our congregation (one Kirkcaldie, in the nineteenth century) issued a halfpenny token which served as small change when the Government did not issue enough?  Did you know St John’s lead communion tokens from the nineteenth century are valuable items?  An 1886 
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The St John’s Communion Token of 1886

specimen is for sale on TradeMe for $1050 as I write.  Interestingly, it is being sold by the current Chair of the New Zealand Congregational Church, who in secular life is a coin dealer.  He recently told me how he had enjoyed being a guest at our General Assembly.  He also said to me at a recent Numismatic Society Council meeting that it felt odd not opening a meeting with prayer – a strange feeling that a number of us involved in Church meetings sometimes get in secular contexts.

In fact, I’ve discovered that a surprisingly high proportion of Numismatic Society members are Churchgoers.  It was revealed in the gusto with which they could sing the hymns at the funeral for one of our longstanding members.  My theory is that people who join churches and societies do have something in common – they are predisposed to be “joiners” of organisations.  I’ve not seen any evidence on this but it is at least a testable proposition!

Now what does all this really have to do with the Christian life?  That is the real challenge in being invited to write something for the Messenger on an enjoyable hobby which at first sight has little connection with normal Messenger content.  I can spot several connections.  For a start, it’s a valid thing to have fun.  One Bible passage that I enjoy is about the treatment of the tithe.  In Deuteronomy 14.26, Israel is instructed to spend the tithe on sheep, cattle, wine or other fermented beverages and whatever they like, to eat in the presence of the Lord and rejoice.  

There is a question about how far you should go with a hobby though.  The Bible also warns us to “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven…”(Matthew 6:19-20 NIV).  You certainly learn about “rust” in coin collecting.  While some coins may last for centuries – I have some lovely specimens from 900 years ago from China’s Sung dynasty – others tarnish or corrode very easily, ruining them as collector’s pieces.  The Bible warns about seeking riches – and building a collection can look remarkably like that.  I once met a man who told me how he had sold his coin collection because it was getting in the way of his Christian life – a distraction from following God.  I’m quite pleased not to have received that message yet myself!  It would be an interesting challenge.

Another connection is with the parable of the lost coin.  If you spend time looking for the last item to make up a set, you can identify easily with the spirit of the woman in Jesus’s parable of the lost coin (Luke 15:8-10).  It is even easier to understand the parable if you lose one of your collection down the back of the couch – a valuable lesson in handling!

Coins can of course be to God’s glory directly.  United States coins have carried the slogan “In God We Trust” since the 1860’s, after the Civil War, while British coins for many years carried the Latin slogan “Dei Gratia” – giving thanks for the reigning monarch. Vatican currency understandably carries Christian themes, following a long tradition back to the Byzantine era.  

The coin that Jesus referred to in the gospel discussion on taxes (Matthew 18-22), asking whose portrait was on a coin and then advising people to “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s”, is another reminder of a Christian theme.  Such coins, sometimes thought to be the denarius of the Roman Emperor Tiberias, are not scarce but do sell for premium prices – on the basis of Christian interest in the coin.

So where does this take us to?  I think it is quite possible to enjoy an interest like coin collecting (or golf, embroidery, rose gardening or overseas travel) as part of a balanced life.  You can still bear a Christian witness in that part of your life and be reminded of God’s presence as you pursue your hobby.

DAVID GALT

___________________________________________________

	


FROM CHRISTCHURCH AT CHRISTMAS

[Last summer our old friends the Blacks were

 in Wellington, and an ever-vigilant editor 

took the opportunity of suggesting that they 

might care to contribute to the Messenger.]

A recent letter from Annette reads:  ‘You invited me to write something on St Andrew’s at Rangi Ruru…  I made many attempts to put some words on paper but found there was so much that should be told of the amazing story of early Presbyterians in Canterbury and the development of the life of St Andrew’s over 150 years.


‘What better way than by gifting this book - SHIFTING STARR : A Presbyterian drama - to the St John’s in the City library for all to enjoy.  The book touches briefly on the first 100 years – there have been earlier publications of this period – but the main story tells of the last 50 years, the changes, the move, the extensions and alterations – there are drawings and photographs that have not been published before – the development of team ministry and the partnership with St James’s.


‘Photographs towards the end of the book show several faces familiar to some at St John’s: Rob Ewan’s cousin Marion Christie, the late John Holloway’s younger sister Margaret, and the Very Rev. Dr David Steedman.


‘It is a good read and well illustrated.  Ian and I enjoy belonging to this beautiful and historic church and its congregation.’

[Acknowledging the gift your editor wrote: ‘The book is fascinating – as it says, and you emphasise, a drama; it is also I suppose a cautionary tale, and would certainly do well as a television docudrama.’]

So watch out for SHIFTING STARR, with its inscription



Greetings to all at St John’s in the City




Annette Black




August 2006

___________________________________________________

	


THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS IN TODAY’S WORLD

Last year the Church of England decided to find out just how Christian Christmas was. After all in England, as in New Zealand, churches have been emptying and the newspapers were being increasingly scathing about whether “religion” had a role in modern society.1   The result of their survey astonished even the hardened critics – 43% of the adult population was at a church service on either Christmas Eve or Christmas day.2
1 The recognition that the world cannot be explained without reference to religion has led a number of newspapers to reconsider why they report it so poorly.  The Guardian’s self-review showed, among other things, that only 36% of its reporters were Christian compared to 70% of the English population.      http://www.guardian.co.uk/Columnists/Column/O,,1657722.oo.html,

2 See for more details


http..//www.cofe.anglican.org/about/thechurchofenglandtoday/


It is also easy to become discouraged in New Zealand,

where the steady decline of mainline church rolls has been all too apparent for decades, but even here, as I have shown elsewhere in this Messenger, the Christian faith is far from dead. However, the real story of church growth has not been in any English speaking country, or indeed in any of the rich “first world” countries. The real story has been in the “third world”.

One of the most interesting facts about Christianity is its stability as a proportion of the world’s population. The best estimates available show that about one-third of the world’s population was Christian in 1810, 1908, 2003 and it is estimated that in 2050 the proportion will still be one-third.3

But this is the only stable statistic. If you look at the graph you will see just how much things have changed over the last 100 years. Christianity is no longer a European religion. In 1900 two-thirds of Christians lived in Europe; by 2000 more than two-thirds of Christians lived outside of Europe, with one-third living in Africa or Asia. Most of this change has happened since 1960.  The denominational scene has also radically changed – with the shrinkage of the non-Anglican protestant and Orthodox churches, and the rapid growth of Pentecostalism.
These changes have had some significant consequences. The two that have been most striking have been the Christianisation of Africa, and the growing pressure towards conservative theology in internationally based churches.

The Christianisation of Africa has gone largely unnoticed in the West. In 1900 Africa was predominately Muslim (32%) or traditional religions (59%) and Christians were a very small minority (9%). By 2000 Christians were the largest religious group (45%) with Muslims growing but only to 41%. Traditional African religions are now a small minority (14%).

3
Sources: Catholic Encyclopedia (reporting scholarly estimates for 1810 and 1908) the Encyclopedia Britannica for 2003, and the Christian World Encyclopedia for the estimate for 2050.  The estimate assumes each religion keeps its children but there are no conversions.
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While the growth of both Christians and Muslims has been largely from the conversion from traditional religions, there have been significant numbers of conversions as well from each major religion to the other, with more Muslims converting to Christianity on balance. If all this has gone unnoticed in the West, it has certainly not gone unnoticed by the Islamic world.4
The changing face of world Christianity is already affecting the theological balance of the worldwide church. The third world Christians are not only becoming more numerous, they are also becoming more vocal, and they have quite a different view of what it means to be Christian in the 21st century. The churches that have grown most rapidly in the Global South tend to be more traditional, morally conservative, evangelical and mystical than their Western counterparts, and they are beginning to express a distinctive critique that western churches are culturally captive to a world-view that is in contrary to the Bible. These criticisms have included issues with the acceptability within the church of scepticism about miracles and the reliability of the Bible; issues with the high divorce and abortion rates among Western Christians; criticism of our 

4 For instance an Al-Jazeerah programme on the issue can be found translated at

http://wwwq.virtueonline.org/portal/modules/news/article.php?storyid=3995
acceptance of indigenous religious symbols in the interests of cultural sensitivity; and criticisms of our perceived lip-service to helping the world’s poor.5 They are also beginning to see the West as a mission-ground that needs their help. Somewhat ironically, the Church Missionary Society (which famously sent missionaries to convert Africa in the nineteenth century) this year employed its first Nigerian missionary sent to convert England.6

It will be interesting to see how the worldwide Christian church develops over the next twenty years. But without doubt Christmas in 2006 will be celebrated in many more different and unique ways in every corner of the globe than it was in 1906.



If you want to explore these issues further then read Philip Jenkins, The Next Christendom. The book is available from Wellington Public library.

MARGARET GALT

5 The issue that has caused the most heat over the last two years has been the acceptability of gay relationships in some branches of the Anglican Church.  However it is probably not the issue that is causing the most concern in Global South churches.

6    http://oheraldo.in/node/17377

ON BEING A CHRISTIAN

It is not easy being a Christian in New Zealand today.  To many people the Church is irrelevant, preaching antiquated morality, outdated science and a vengeful, remote and uncaring God who is keen to judge, and ostracise, those who do not live up to his standards.  If the Church voice is heard at all it often seems to be raised in opposition to human progress and demonstrates an unnatural enthusiasm for the phrase ‘Thou shalt not’.


If this was really what being Christian is, then I would reject Christianity.  I refuse to live in fear of God’s judgment, treating my life as a great exam which, through human frailty, all but the Saints are bound to fail.  Nor do I accept Leviticus as a ‘rule-book’ for living in the 21st century, any more than I accept the picture of a vengeful God.


I am a Christian because I am compelled to respond to the call of Jesus Christ: a call which was, and is, radically inclusive (Jew and Gentile, slave and free), radically egalitarian (and the first will be last and the last first) ad which emphatically rejects violence and hatred in favour of love extended to all people.


The God I am journeying toward is not some all-controlling superhero.  A nice image for those looking for quick fixes, but one which sits uneasily alongside the Christ story – ‘the Word became flesh and dwelt among us’.  The Christian picture of God acting through people is, of course, disquieting.  It puts much more pressure on us.  We can’t just sit on the sidelines of life and wait for God to ‘put it right’.  It is a perspective which calls us to get involved – challenging, teaching and living in a way which supports the coming Kingdom.


So how are we to live? As a rule-bound theocracy applying biblical texts as law to judge and exclude?  This is an approach which, despite its lack of scholarly foundation, seems to find increasing favour in some fundamentalist congregations.  It seems to me inconsistent with the teaching of the Gospels and to offer a limited and dull version of the Kingdom.  There is an alternative.  We can live as a faith community called to interpret and apply the teachings of Jesus in our time and in our lives as successive generations have before us.  Taking this path is an awesome responsibility but, in my view, it is the path not only to a fulfilled life but to a changed world.


I recognise the risk that the approach I am advocating can, at its extreme, see the Bible becoming nothing more than a source of material to justify our individual thoughts and perspectives.  However it is, I think, self-evident that the texts must be interpreted in the context of the time and circumstances in which they were written. 


I am a Christian by choice, a Presbyterian by upbringing. I believe:

· That Jesus Christ provides a pathway to God for all people;

· That we are called, as Christians, to participate fully in the world – to live the Gospel;

· That we must use our human intellect and creativity to their fullest to address problems of poverty, sickness, prejudice and the pursuit of power, that lie at the heart of much of the suffering in our world;

· That it is our responsibility to interpret and live the Bible in our time.

I believe in a world of colour, song, dance and opportunity for all, regardless of race, gender, sexuality or socio-economic grouping.  I believe Jesus does too.


Richard Holloway, the former Anglican Archbishop of Edinburgh, concludes his book Doubts and Loves with the words of the American poet Walt Whitman which for me echo many of these themes.  Whitman said:

This is what you should do.  Love the earth and sun and animals.  Despise riches.  Give alms to everyone who asks.  Stand up for the stupid and crazy.  Devote your income and labour to others.  Hate tyrants, argue not concerning God.  Have patience and indulgence towards the people, re-examine all you have been told in school or Church, or any book and dismiss what insults your very soul, and your flesh will become a great poem.

Or, to put it in the words of Jesus in the Beatitudes:

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven… 

JOHN ALLEN

___________________________________________________

	


     CHANGES AFOOT     

At the end of this year Jenni, Oliver, Jordan, Melanie and I will be shifting to Dunedin, where I will take up the position of Director of the Centre for Christian Leadership.


Many people will not have heard of the Centre for Christian Leadership – because it doesn’t yet exist.  The decision to establish it was made by the General Assembly, which met a couple of months ago.


The Centre will replace the current School of Ministry.  The major difference between the two institutions will be in the method of training and forming people for ordained Ministry within the Presbyterian Church.  The current residential programme in Dunedin will give way to an internship programme coordinated from Dunedin.  Under the internship model, students will not have to relocate to Dunedin for a two-year period.  Rather, they will train as interns in parishes and Presbyteries round the country, travelling to Dunedin and sometimes to other venues for block courses and completing papers by distance learning.


The other major change has to do with the scope of the Centre’s operations.  It will be expected to facilitate, or provide resources for a wide range of training activities around the country.  For example it might provide, or assist in providing, a half-day workshop on compliance issues for children’s ministry in a particular Presbytery, or a weekend workshop on urban mission.  Or it might coordinate a year-long training programme for lay preachers.


On a personal note, while I am looking forward to the challenge of establishing and running the Centre for Christian Leadership, Jenni, Oliver, Jordan, Melanie and I will miss St John’s greatly.  We have thoroughly enjoyed our six years here, and will take with us many warm memories.  For me, some personal highlights have been:
· Being in team ministry with Helen.  Two signs of good collegiality in mission are the ability to pray and laugh together.  With Helen there’s been weekly prayer and plenty of laughter.

· The influx of new folk in the congregation, and especially the growth in the numbers of children, youth and families.  It has been a privilege to work alongside such a talented and dedicated group of people (paid and unpaid) who exercise ministry among our children and youth so faithfully week after week.  I’m delighted that St John’s has committed itself to becoming recognised as a ‘kids friendly’ church.

· The number of baptisms and confirmations, including nine adult baptisms.

· The partnerships in outreach, and most notably the Boys and Girls Institute.  What an inspirational bunch of people led by Ross Davis, and my, how St John’s has benefited from their involvement in the life of our congregation at so many different levels, but especially in the leadership of our youth group.  I’m also delighted with the success of the St John’s lectureship in Christian Theology, as evid-enced by the number of people enrolled in the papers on offer and in the promotion of Chris Marshall to Associate Professor.

· The vitality and growth of the English-as-a-second-language and wine-and-theology groups.  These have been very effective ways of engaging with people on the fringe of the church and allowing them to explore issues of faith in a relaxed environment.  The former group has contributed significantly to the increasingly multicultural makeup of our congregation.

· Developments in worship, including the growth in the number of people involved in music, and the introduction of things like PowerPoint (and an electronic screen) which has allowed me to indulge my passion for art and theology.

· A number of events, including the 150th anniversary celebrations, fashion parade, garage sale, parish quizzes and Battles of the Ages – great community building and fundraising activities.

· The depth and diversity of the congregation.  Significant as our financial resources are in our life and mission, they are not nearly as important as our people resources.

As we prepare to shift south, I want to record my thanks and appreciation to you all, and assure you of my prayerful best wishes as you begin your search for a new Minister to share in the life and mission of this special congregation.

GRAHAM REDDING

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Tues 28 November
   11am
Women’s Assoc. Christmas Service




    7pm
Advent Variety Concert

Thurs 30 November   7pm
Lecture by Dr Chris Marshall:







‘The violence of God and the 

Hermeneutics of Paul’






St John’s Conference Centre

Fri 1 December
     

Dinner of the Ages (Parachute fundraiser)

Sun 3 December
     10am
Carol Service




     7pm
Scots College Carol Service

Sun 10 December      10am
Quarterly Communion




     7pm
Combined Carols 

at St Mary of the Angels


Sun 17 December      10am
Christmas Pageant followed by a 






      farewell lunch for the Redding family  

Sun 24 December
      10am
Morning Worship




      6.30pm
Kids’ Quiet Christmas Eve service


Christmas Day
      10am
Christmas Morning worship




CHURCH SERVICES OVER SUMMER

We meet for morning worship each Sunday at 10am

and provide some activity for primary aged children

while St J’s Kids is in recess.

There are no evening services on 25 December,

31 December or 7 January. 

We recommence evening worship on 14 January.

ADVANCE NOTICE OF GARAGE SALE : 31 MARCH 2007

We plan to hold a Garage Sale on Saturday 31 March next year.

Please de-clutter after Christmas and save unwanted saleable items:

We will be glad to take them off your hands!

� Kelley and Nan Dirk de Graaf, “National Context, Parental Socialization, and Religious Belief”  American Sociological Review, 1997: 639-659.


� This paragraph is based on American research, but the limited New Zealand research available suggests a similar pattern. In America 93% of adults in church today, were in church when they were aged 13. G Barna, Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions, 2003.





3 E Rose, J Huakau, P Sweetsur and S Casswell, Social Values, A report from the New Zealand Values Study 2005 Table 30 and Table 13.





4 NZCER, Growing Independence: Competent Learners @14,  pp 19 and 22.

















