December 2002 Quarter Messenger
 

Welcome to this issue of The Messenger. The theme is worship, which, at the risk of making an understatement, is one of our main activities as a church.

 

A few weeks ago a number of us were involved in a discussion about worship. We were given a couple of questions for reflection, one of which asked us to identify those things that we appreciate about worship.

 

As I look back on my entry into the Church, at around 19 years of age, there were three things about the act of worship that grabbed me:

 

1. Worship as an act of discovery: We live in a world in which truth is much reduced, relativised, managed, distorted, and silenced. But in the church I discovered a place where the larger questions of life were pursued with rigour and integrity. In the process of wrestling with Bible passages and listening to sermons I found I was being questioned down to the roots of my being. Time and time again I had to examine my assumptions about such things as God, religion, the human condition, and what’s important in life. Worship became, for me, a time of discovery. 22 years later, I now find myself delivering sermons rather than listening to them, but the discovery that accompanies an encounter with a biblical text hasn’t stopped. The only difference is, I get paid to do what I love.

2. Worship as drama: Whilst many young people say that traditional Presbyterian worship is boring, I have never found it to be so, provided it is done well. Maybe that was because the worship experience was so new to me back then, and my senses had not been dulled by compulsory attendance as a child. Far from finding worship boring, I found it fascinating. From the moment the Bible was carried into the church, followed by the minister in his vestments, I found myself being caught up in a drama that seemed to stretch right back to the very foundations of the church. I was part of something much bigger than myself and my own rather restricted view of the world. The carefully constructed prayers fired my imagination, the music transported me, and the sacraments anchored me. The drama of salvation took on concrete form every time we gathered for worship. Perhaps that’s why I was, and still am, so often disappointed by so-called contemporary worship. It’s not that worship shouldn’t be fresh and contemporary and incorporate a range of musical styles as well as the latest technology. It’s just that so often what results doesn’t seem to match the traditional liturgy in terms of depth, mystery and drama. I wish I could convince my own children of this now.

3. Worship as focal point: One of the major things I struggled to come to terms with when I first joined a church was how apathetic and indifferent so many Christians were in relation to their faith and to their church. I found that my week just wasn’t the same if I hadn’t attended worship. I asked myself why this was. There were two reasons, I think. First, it had become a focal point for me, largely due to the factors of discovery and drama noted above. And related to that, I discovered that my identity as a person was somehow bound up with my fellow worshippers. We were an awkward lot, diverse in our backgrounds and understandings of the faith. We were at times a cantankerous lot, uncharitable, quick to complain, and not always good followers of Jesus. Yet we worshipped side by side each Sunday. Despite all our differences and failings we were somehow bound to one another in faith and shared commitment. We were brothers and sisters in Christ. It was the nitty gritty of church life that taught me about grace. I’m still learning.

 

Discovery, drama, focal point: May these three things be part of your worship experience this Advent season. And Christmas greetings to you all.

 

Grace and peace.

Graham Redding
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A Question of Worship

 

Worship.  What is it?  How do we do it? The New Zealand journal Stimulus offered insights into issues being faced by the church.

(Stimulus is The New Zealand Journal of Christian thought and practice     
Vol 9  Issue 3 August 2001) 
 
David Cashmore introduced the August 2001 journal:

“Worship brings out the best and worst in the people of God.  On one hand, when together we worship God in spirit and truth, we sense our true connectedness to our Creator and his church, a connectedness that is reinforced by our acts of worship.  Yet, on the other hand, disagreement over the practice of corporate worship has brought conflict to almost all church traditions.  In reformation Europe, the conflict centred on liturgy and sacraments.  That conflict – at least in New Zealand evangelical circles – now appears to be centred on music.”

 

The following excerpts from the journal are not intended to summarise the full viewpoint of the authors but merely to provide a starting point for reflection.
 

Integrity in Worship – by Mark Pierson

 

I part company from those that say that the target of our Sunday morning services should be “the lost” and who claim that the reason more people aren’t entering our churches is because we’ve not adapted our style and content enough to make them feel more comfortable.  … I am regularly contacted by people who have left their church home of many years because it can no longer provide a place of spiritual growth for them. …  I believe that the way to grow the kingdom in New Zealand is to help the people who are already part of the church to mature in their faith.  If we were doing a good job at that over the long haul then we would be seeing people being loved into the kingdom by Christians living our an increasingly mature faith and expressing it towards others. Worship is meant primarily for sustaining followers of Christ in their living in the world.  We get together to share our stories, to support one another, to give praise to and draw strength from God and to go back into the world as better followers.  We impact the world for Christ when our following of him is integrated into who we are out in the world, not what we do in the church.  Integrity comes from being our real selves, not from pretending to be like someone else (the “lost”)….  It is my experience that worship that connects with real life connects with non-Christians too.

 

Rhyme over Reason – by David Cashmore

 

Spirit led worship

 

Worship will occur when we are truly happy to let the Spirit work (or not work), where we are not embarrassed by silences or by possibly inappropriate contributions.  After all, we are family, aren’t we?  …  We are committing analogous errors by making our church gatherings operate according to the rules of the concert or the conference.  I believe that the slickness and timing of these events will inevitably limit the work of the Spirit in worship.

 

Modern worship – a new oxymoron?

 

The word ‘worship’ now is often used to refer to music only. I believe there are a number of fundamental problems with this approach.

 

· Worship as a performance effectively denies the priesthood of all believers and consigns the congregation to a passive role. 

· There is an inevitable lack of real biblical content where worship is shaped by songs chosen for musical appeal rather than theological insightfulness. 

· Worship is to occur through a very restricted set of forms – almost exclusively musical – and in a narrow genre. 

· Worship has been made casual and comfortable… The atmosphere is one of a concert led by a personable singing star. 

· Biblical content must return to worship.

 

 

What is Worship?

 

by Lisa Smith

Youth Co-ordinator and Author of “Renovating the Church”
 

I can personally think of many different ways I love to worship God.  Including; walking along a beach, sitting in the horse paddock at the end of the day and watching the sun set over the south island, seeing a small child smile and laugh, reading the Bible and having a revelation about a particular verse or character, praying with a thankful heart, and yes, even riding my horse!
 

What defines worship for me is the ability to enter a space where we can simply appreciate and attempt to understand God’s grace, glory and love for us.

 

Below are a selection of quotes from young people received as part of my research into how they express their Christian Faith.  In my book ‘Renovating the Church’ I ask the question:   “In what ways do you worship God?” 

 

-          “Music – it’s how you play. You can play the music like you can picture an empty valley. The sound comes in and builds up, it takes you to a place where God is, you can worship Him and then it takes you down again. Sort of builds you up into the heavens and explodes up there, then it comes back down to where we are now.”

– Emma Walker

 

-          “Painting – there’s a Christian aspect in my paintings that catches people’s eye. People get things out of my paintings that I didn’t even know were there… before I paint I always pray. I paint banners for my church they hang them up during the services.” 

– James Ballantyne.

 

-          “Through my physical being, singing, acting, surfing, soccer as a tool for witness. I recently returned from a mission trip to Singapore and Cambodia, we played soccer and then talked to people about Jesus. It was a great experience.” 

- Simon Moore.

 

-          “My poems – It’s like my life that I put into them, keeping a journal and my Bible that I write in. I have two Bibles, one that’s just a Bible and one that I write in.”

– Kathryn Stothers.

 

One thing I have learnt during my few years involved with the church is that God meets us all where we are, how we are, no matter who we are. Worship is not a place I believe that we must go, a mindset to be in, or even a thing to obtain. I believe worship is living in communion with God on a daily basis, to be able to have the opportunity to stop and reflect totally on His amazing grace and love for us. Worship gives us hope.

 

God Bless,

Lisa Smith
 

Music and Worship Committee
 

 

The music and worship committee run the mechanics of our worship on a Sunday.  Their aim is to remain unnoticed allowing people to worship without distraction. Peter Baille convenes this committee and agreed to answer some questions.
 

Ed:
How would you describe worship at St Johns?

 

Peter:
There are varied forms of worship within St Johns. The Sunday morning service has song, prayer, readings, a sermon, and music - all this gives people a framework within which they can personally come to worship God. Part of worship is learning.  This comes under the Christian Education committee but is part of the ‘worship’ structure.  Sunday School is an essential part of worship for our younger family members.  We also have the Korean congregation, the youth program, the 5pm Church, the evening service, as well as home groups that meet during the week.

 

Ed: 
What gives you your passion for worship?

 

Peter:
I was brought up within the church with a mother who was an amateur singer so there has always been music in my life.  On reflection I have always been involved with church worship and an active member of the choir – be that in New Zealand, in Australia, or during our 23 years in Vienna.

 

Ed: What does the music and worship committee do?

 

Peter:
We have 3 main tasks:

 

1.
Organise the team and team leader for each Sunday morning service.

Each Sunday morning there is a team of people that includes the organist, choir, bible readers, sound system operator, morning tea team, welcoming team, people to take up the collection, library team… the list goes on.  In the past elders performed these duties.  It is hoped that all members might now take a part. 
 

2.
Liase with the minister in the choice of music for each service.
The festivals of the year are planned well in advance with music chosen for each occasion. The lectionary provides the skeleton for theme of Sunday worship.  The music is planned at least three months ahead around this and then confirmed in discussion with the minister closer to the day.  
 

3.
Keep the physical components used in the service working.  For example: at present the sound system is under review to ensure it can handle the job.

 

The hymn books are also under review.  Our current ones are now out of print and the new edition is not a solution, as it doesn’t have the contemporary music we want to include in our services. Also we must be prepared for fire, earthquake, and acute illness of a church member…
 

Our pew bibles are routinely being replaced as numbers dwindle. Though if people are going to steal something we would prefer it was a bible!

 

These are all things that people shouldn’t notice, but it takes a lot to run a morning service.  

 

Ed:  “Do you need more people?”

 

Peter:  “YES”

 

If worship is something you have a passion for, there is a place for you as part of the worship team. The choir is seeking new talent - a reasonable voice and a willingness are the main requirements. For more information, please contact Peter Baille or the church office.
 

The Need to Keep Worship Out of Church
 


By Philip Steer
 

The word ‘worship’ has become one more reminder of the increasing gap between Sunday and the rest of the week, between church and the world. For Christians, worship often means ‘what we do on Sunday’, apart from the world ‘out there’.  St Johns is not immune from this tendency either.  For example, the benediction at the end of our 13 October service included the admonition, “Listen!  Christ has promised to be with us in the world as in our worship.”

 

Too often only when pushed do we hastily add, “of course worship involves our whole lives”. In Romans 12:1, Paul says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship”.  To offer our bodies – by implication, our whole lives – is to make the Christian faith more than mere ritual observance or intellectual assent.  What does Paul mean by worship?

 

To understand this, it is helpful to follow his reference to sacrifice in the Old Testament prophets, who had a great deal to say about worship.  Trenchant passages include Isaiah 58 and Micah 6, but the words of Amos are particularly relevant.  Through him, God says to a self-satisfied Israel:

 

I hate, I despise your religious feasts;

I cannot stand your assemblies.

Even though you bring me burnt offerings

and grain offerings,

I will not accept them.

Though you bring choice fellowship offerings,

I will have no regard for them.

Away with the noise of your songs!

I will not listen to the music of your harps.

But let justice roll on like a river,

righteousness like a never-failing stream!  (5:21-24)
 

I believe these words are as relevant now to the worshiping community as the day they were spoken. What we do on Sunday at St Johns, though important, is irrelevant if it is not part of a worshipful lifestyle that specifically engages with injustice.  True worship is deeply political in that we are called to engage our faith with the structures of our world. Ours is a gospel of ever-increasing generosity. We are promised not comfort, but broken-hearted compassion.

 

Amos’ words challenge me in two ways. I am troubled that my silence makes me a hypocrite on Sunday.  This occurs in all-too-common ways: ignoring those I meet who look lost, unhappy, picked on, or harassed.  Too often I pass by instead of entering into these situations.  I am also troubled that my selfishness is complicit with injustice.  How tightly do I hold onto my money?  My possessions?  My time?  My quiet home?  There are no easy answers, but the questions must always remain.  

 

 

Philip Steer is studying at Victoria University, where he is also involved with the Christian Union.  At St Johns, he attends the morning service and the 5pm group.  

 

Our Faith – Family Tree 

 

Scott Thomson graduated in History at Otago University, later studying Church History at Knox Theological College under the respected German scholar Dr. H. H. Rex.

 

Himself a retired Presbyterian minister, of many interests, Scott has a particular talent for making past and distant events come to life.  This year he was awarded the prestigious John Goddard Trophy for his contribution to motoring history and is a national vice president of the NZ Institute of International Affairs.

 

Scott is a member of St John’s in the City and is currently working on a history of the parish to be published next year.

 

Currently Scott is presenting ‘Our Faith-Family Tree’ in our 7pm Sunday evening service.  He brings personalities and issues startlingly to life to make the rapid tour of 2000 years of Christian history surprisingly relevant to our own day. Individual presentations may include worship, music, art, drama and discussion.  Do come along.  The series finishes on the 15th of December.

 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE AUTHOR OF THE POEM BELOW - ROSS DAVIS
 

I wrote this poem for a very good friend, Richard, who I have had lots of in depth discussions with over many years.   In one of our discussions I said that "I would want to say what Hitler did was evil", his reply included the idea that there are no fixed points in life, history and all truth are relative.  Since then I have come across many people in Aotearoa, New Zealand who think similarly.  This ‘squirming around’ frustrated me and it was from this standpoint I let fly with a few thoughts mainly derived from some of Rev. Dr. Graham Redding’s sermons and some lectures by Dr. Harold Turner.
 

The poem is, a rather unsubtle attempt, to get people to explore the fundamental beliefs and mantras that underpin their lives and then challenge them with what I think was Jesus' central question to us “who do you say that I am”.   The poem is not written for a church newsletter but to be read out in a pub poetry night, something I still hope to do.
 

The poem has been illustrated, designed and printed so that it stands up as a 3D cross.  They are a great discussion starter on a coffee table. If your coffee table could do with one, they are available at the church office in return for a donation to the St John’s Youth Group “Parachute” trip.  A sample  is in the church foyer.
 

Name Your God

 

I listened carefully to him, … echoing them,

Love resounded in deep chasm, till, so angry I wrote…

 

Name your God whom you worship
You, in Aotearoa who sit smugly and comfortably 
Proud of your “broad-minded” narrowness
 

Dulled to the proddings of the Truth, 
Closed-eared, 
Noise filling any gap
 

Dulled and closed-eared you fear the silence,
SILENCE, in which reality stakes its claim personally, intimately
Against your relativised narrow mindset…
 

Everyday I hear you chant-say your creed 
“…that no one really knows,

that’s  your perspective, this is mine, that’s ok, that’s fine.”
That’s crap…
 

…cries the Truth, from the silence of the cross, 
that, names the god you now worship 
and voiceless asks …
“…who do you say that I am?”

 

BEHOLD, the new has intruded into the old
The old has become a new creation
And the new cannot become old again
 

Why then pretend that it might not have happened?
When with everyday-date you acknowledge it
You, in Aotearoa who plot the return of B.C.
 

13th November 1993 A.D.
 

 

That’s right, wipe your hand across your face and laugh,
Head off with your B.C.-Myopic-1993-
Culturally-Inherited-no-God    “ME”
 

That’s right, laugh and chant-shout your everyday-creed
… “That’s his perspective, that’s fine,

however I am ME and MINE is MINE”
 

HUSH, 
…I do not speak of my own (time)
     …but of A.D.
 

A.D. when time began 
NEW, with his voiceless question
“…who do you say that I am?”
 

COME,  and worship …I AM.
We know who HE IS, and therefore we are, 

We are…!

…and therefore i am



 

 

   Ross Davis
13TH November 1993, Remuera, Auckland, Aotearoa
 

 

 

A Poem of Worship
 

George Herbert (1593 – 1632) was a scholarly, highly accomplished aristocrat, close to court circles and with ample opportunities for worldly success.  Instead, deep ‘spiritual conflicts’ over a period of time led him to take holy orders and commit his short life to the humble tasks of a country priest in the small village of Bemerton, near Salisbury.  We know him mainly through those of his poems that have been made into hymns:

King of Glorie, King of Peace,… Teach me, my God and King,… Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing,…

 

Richard Banter, a leading 17th Century divine, said of him,  “Herbert speaks to God like one who truly believeth a God and whose business in the world is most with God.”  

Here is his poem.
 

Trinitie Sunday

 

Lord, who hast form’d me out of  
mud,

And hast redeem’d me through thy 
bloud,

And sanctifi’d me to do good;

 

Purge all my sinnes done heretofore:

For I confesse my heavie score,

And I will strive to sinne no more.

 

Enrich my heart, mouth, hands in me

With faith, with hope, with charitie;

That I may runne, rise, rest with thee.

 

George Herbert

(1593 – 1633)
 

Notice how Herbert’s threefold lines, stanzas and phrases enhance that celebration of the triune God that has inspired this communion.   George Herbert and his poetry were important influences in my own faith journey.

 

Wendy Benge
 

 

Mid - Week Refreshment




by Olivia McFadyen
 

For me, belonging to a home group is another form of worship. It enriches the Sunday morning service, as I become more deeply involved with a small group of people. It is a time of refreshment – a time out during the week – to come together to praise, worship, learn, and discuss issues that affect my daily life. 

 

It is also a way to connect with people I may never have known by just attending Sunday services. In my case, my son was able to visit the Tranz Rail workshop because I met John Irvine and told him about my son’s love of trains. This was the chance of a lifetime for my son and he will always remember it. 

 

As my son and I continue our transition and settling in period, the home group has become a source of comfort, support, love, and friendship. Isn’t this what worship is all about?
 

 

Worship in the Advent Season
 

By Beryl Anderson
 

A friend recommended a delightful story by Jostein Gaarder called The Christmas Mystery (published by Phoenix, 1999, ISBN 0 75 380 8668). I recommend reading it aloud during Advent as there are 24 chapters, one chapter for every day. It is a journey from Norway to Bethlehem and from modern times to the day of Jesus’ birth. It is a great read and has some wonderful quotes that I am sure will end up in the Christmas pageant one day.

I was doing ‘retail therapy’ the other day and was just staggered by all the toys that are available, not to mention the high price tags. I mentioned this to my ‘adopted family’ and suggested this Christmas I would give them an Advent tree. Attached to the tree would be 24 little gifts, average price $1-2 and not all sweets. The children (three) take their turn in opening their gift which as much as possible is related to the real Christmas story. I confess when it came to a gift from one of the Wise men I succumbed and brought some gold covered chocolate. However, there are lots of articles (rubbers, snap rulers, spinning tops, bouncy balls) available in your local Christian bookshop, $2 shop or The Warehouse, Trade Aid or better still be creative and make your own. 
How Christian are your Christmas celebrations? An advent wreath, as a centrepiece on your dining room table, is a teaching tool for 25 days. The four red candles can represent love, joy, hope, and peace, with a white candle in the centre representing Christ as the Light of the World or as my two year old granddaughter said, “that’s the Jesus Candle.” Invite your neighbours in to share a piece of birthday cake – Christmas cake!
Wishing you every blessing this Christmas. Plan to make 2003 a significant year for many – it is surprising what one person can do. May we seek to serve Him, that was born not only King of the Jews, but King of the whole world.  

 

From the Mouths of our Babes…
 

Here are some excerpts from the Sunday school talking about Easter.  What will our children learn about Christmas?
 

Friday Letters,

 

Dear Dad, What a horrible day! Jesus got crusified. I was sad. I couldn't belive my eyes. Ther was an earthquake. 

 

Dear Dad, What a horrible day! Jesus my best friends gone. They took him, and nailed him to the cross. It was awful. I ran. I couldn't bear to watch Jesus's death. I'll never see the likes of him again. 

 

Dear Dad, What a horrible day! Jesus has just been crusafid. I have faild my lord I feel very bad. Judas killed himself this is the wors day of my life.

 

Dear Dad, What a horrible day! Some peppowl naild Jesus to a cross. 

 

Dear Dad, What a horrible day! Jesus died and I was guarding the cave then there was a huge earthquake then a light beggan shin and Jesus then desipeard.
 

Sunday Letters,

 

Dear Dad, You will never guess what has happened.... Jesus didn't die that very good news and people was talking about it and every one was happy. 

 

 

Dear Dad, You will never guess what has happened.... "Jesus has rose igen" I was gardin this cave when there was this earthcwak. 

 

 

Dear Dad, You will never guess what has happened.... I was guarding Jesus tomb when there was a Big earthquake. then Jesus was gone. 

 

 

Dear Dad, You will never guess what has happened.... Jesus got nailed up on a cross. then he got bered in a cave. he came back to live after he got bered. 
 

 

Family News
 

Births: Welcome to Amy Walker

 

Weddings:  Congratulations to Christine and Mike Kirby Sing who married in October.

Our best wishes to:  James Chisnell and Jane Penno, Phillip Steer and Sarah Collin, Mark Lewer and Naomi Barton who are all tying the knot in the next few months.

 

Funerals: Our funeral services since last Messenger have been:  Amy Dornan,  Hew Walls, Mabs Piper and a memorial service for Noyle Brown.  Our condolences and prayerful best wishes to the families and friends.

 

Congratulations to Sefa Tuiasau whose under 18 water polo team won a bronze medal in the National Championships.

 

There are members of the church needing baby sitters – if anyone is interested please contact Beth Beard

 

Welcome back to Emma Sloper returned from a bush Mission Hospital.  
 

 

WANTED

Weir House is looking urgently for someone who has a little time on their hands, who would like some pin money and who can SEW!    We need tape sewn back on curtains, ripped pillowcases restored to health and blankets repaired.   Someone with upholstery skills would also be welcomed with open arms.  The primary time for repairs is in November/December but work comes up throughout the rest of the year too.   If you are interested, please contact Jane Fulcher at 472 1351 or Jane.Fulcher@vuw.ac.nz
'Stitch and Chat Group.  

Would women (and men too of course) who are interested in meeting in the Conference Centre once a fortnight or month on a Thursday morning to work on their tapestry, cross stitch, patchwork, whatever - please see Judi Ferguson, or phone her on 972 9901.
STAMPS

Christmas mail is starting to come in.  Please give us your used stamps!  These stamps are prepared by the church and sold to provide significant funds for outreach projects.   The special edition and high value stamps raise the most money however all stamps are welcome.   

Unfortunately the numbers of stamps received are well down on last year.  Please help by bringing in the stamps from your personal or work mail.
Girls Brigade
The Company has been keeping busy. Activities have included swimming at Kilbernie Pool, doing cross-stitch, making friendship bracelets and doing drama.   This year at break-up we promoted 6 Juniors to company section.  Our Area chaplain Barbara Jarvis presented the awards to the girls.  The girls also received skirts and sweatshirts to wear at Company.  At break-up the Juniors presented a selection of their years activities such as ball handling skills, a performance from The Musicians of Bremner as well as singing some choruses.
We will start Brigade on Tuesday 4th February 2003.  We only have 3 Juniors for 2003 so we would welcome any girls aged 5-8yrs old. Juniors meet Tuesdays 4.30pm -6pm. And Company meets Tuesdays 6.15pm to 8.15pm catering for girls 9 years upwards.

Kathy Sutherland

Team leader 8th Wellington Company
Meeting of the General Assembly
What is the General Assembly?

It is the highest ‘court’ of the Presbyterian Church and its decisions bind all lower ‘courts’, e.g. Presbyteries and Sessions. It meets every two years. It has legislative, judicial and administrative functions, covering the making of regulations that bind the church, the consideration of petitions and complaints referred from lower courts for a final decision, and the final policy making role within the church.

Some Events and Activities

The Rev Michael Thawley was inducted as Moderator of the General Assembly with the Rev. Gary Marquand (Waikato Presbytery) elected as Moderator Designate.

The Association of Presbyterian Women (APW) presented eight banners to Assembly that represented over 100 years of service by women within the church. 

The Business of Assembly (Some Key Issues)

Gay and Lesbian Leaders within the Church
A move was made from Wellington Presbytery to re-examine restrictions on the ordination of gay persons.  The vote was almost 60 to 40 against the proposal.

Strengthening Presbyteries 
The Council of Assembly proposed a reduction in the number of Presbyteries (from 23 to 5) between now and the next General Assembly meeting, due to the varying size, strength and abilities of the current groupings.   The report will be sent to parishes and Presbyteries for discussion and comment.
Pacific Islanders’ Synod 
This was approved to coordinate ministry to Pacific Island congregations and individuals in parishes. It will not replace the role and function of Presbyteries, but rather it will work in partnership with all the courts of the church.

Lay Ministry 
Assembly recognised the need for new models and ways of providing ministry. It agreed to recognise four strands of ordained ministry of word and sacrament.   Approval in principle was also given to allow suitably trained Elders to administer the Sacrament of Baptism in situations (as currently occurs with the Sacrament of Holy Communion) where it is appropriate. 

Social Concerns over Poverty and Gambling 
Assembly strongly and passionately supported two recommendations from the Churches Agency on Social Issues.  This resulted in the Moderator writing to the Prime Minister and the Minister of Internal Affairs expressing deep concern at the poverty that exists in New Zealand, and outrage over the situation that exists in relation to the proliferation of gambling. 

Subordinate Standards 
Recommendations were made about the place, significance and role of our Subordinate Standards.  Detailed proposals are yet to be prepared.

Other resources and sources of more detailed information on the discussion, debates and decisions of Assembly 2002 can be found at www.presbyterian.org/asssembly. I have also prepared a more detailed and comprehensive report on Assembly that is available on request.
Glen Labrum

Commissioner – 2002 General Assembly
Council Report

Since February, a summary of each month's Council meeting has been posted on the church notice board.  It will now also be sent to those members who have advised us of their E-mail addresses, so you can read it in the comfort of your computer room.

Summary of meeting held on October 16, 2002
It was noted that envelope offerings were down on the same period for last year.  The subject of increased congregational giving will be further examined in the light of the tighter budget situation the parish is facing.  The new Finance Committee will report to the November meeting on the various actions it is recommending to improve the financial management of the parish.

Council approved the preparation of telephone lists of members to assist with communication.  These lists will be available to parish members who have a need to contact other members of the congregation.  The telephone lists are currently on display at morning services for members to confirm their agreement to be included in them.

Council looked at the way it had been operating since it had commenced in February 2002, and a report to Session, with some recommendations, was approved.
A history of St John's is in the process of being written, authored by Rev Scott Thomson.  Council reviewed progress of this book.  The book will be published at the time of the 150th celebrations in October 2003, and will be available to members of the congregation at a lower price than retail.  The book will cover the full 150 years, although with an emphasis on the last 50 years.  The two earlier histories of St John's may be reprinted for interested members, depending on cost.

Many of the church hymnbooks have been repaired to provide a few more years of life.  The repairs were needed because 'With One Voice' is no longer in print.

Rules for sleepovers in the Conference Centre by young people's groups were approved.

Malcolm Shaw

Chair, St John's Council
Focus on 5pm Church Congregation
‘Sundays at 5’, now known affectionately as ‘5pm’ by the stalwarts, has been exploring the serious issues of faith, life and differences between soft-drink brands.

The group is aimed at people in their late teens and twenties. There is a core group of ten regulars, which means we are small in number, but on the plus side have been able to get to know each other better.

The group has done a variety of things over the last few months. For example; it had a couple of weeks discussing relationships, some time learning about prayer, watching films (‘Falling Down’, ‘Romero’, and ‘Dead Man  Walking’) and discussing them theologically, and occasional sessions of contemplative prayer or contemporary singing.
A ‘5pm’ highlight for this writer recently was a discussion about how we understand Jesus’ statement “I am the Way the Truth and the Life” in the face of our modern relativism, and was reminded of the fact that our Lord did not come to create another ‘religion’ or ladder to climb, but came to bring us to God. Prayer, Christian disciplines and all activities constituting Worship therefore are a result and response to this Grace of His.

Heading into next year, perhaps ‘5pm’ will be useful tool in communicating this Hope and its consequences to young adults in St. Johns and Wellington.

Michael Kirkby-Sing
Session Report
Outreach Policy

By the time you read this report a congregational meeting will have been held to discuss a proposed policy on outreach, which was the subject of considerable discussion at the AGM in September. The key features of the policy are:

· Moving from a role of a benefactor of outreach to that of partner in outreach. Whereas a benefactor provides funds and distributes grants to organizations (which we have done through the Outreach Fund), a partner works alongside other organizations towards a common goal. It’s a more active relationship. This is reflected in the partnerships we have with DCM, BGI, Presbyterian Support, the Wellington Agape Church, the Bible College of NZ, and Victoria University. 
·  Maintaining a discretionary component in the budget that, together with the Carter and McKenzie funds enables us to keep supporting a range of community organizations and initiatives. 
· Setting aside funds to support national and overseas initiatives. 
· Recognising the financial realities we face as a church, and the need for congregational members to contribute personally to projects of their choice. As one member said recently in relation to congregational giving, “It’s time for us to step up to the mark.” 
· Expanding the terms of reference of the Outreach Committee to reflect the above changes. This means the Committee will likely meet more regularly and report to the St John’s Council rather than the AGM.

Copies of the policy are available upon request from the church office.

Review of St John’s Council

The Council has been in operation now for almost a year and a review has begun. We hope it will be completed by Christmas.
Presbyterian Support

by Malcolm Shaw
The Annual Meeting of Presbyterian Support Central was held on Sunday November 3rd at Longview Home, Tawa.  About 80 members, including several from St John’s, attended it.

Presbyterian Support Central (PSC) covers the lower North Island, and is part of the national Presbyterian Support organisation that is the second largest provider of aged care and other social services in New Zealand, after the Government.  PSC operates 11 aged care facilities providing hospital, dementia care and rest home beds for nearly 800 people.  Family counselling services are also offered in four locations.  Malcolm Shaw was re-elected to the Board of PSC for a further two years, as a members' representative.

Helen Nixon is the St John's liaison person for Presbyterian Support, and she is able to provide information about the work of the organisation - there are also brochures and membership forms in the church porch
150 years in St John’s in the City

Years of Growth and New Church Buildings












                                               By Peter Baillie
The first little church on its steep bare slope on the Willis Street corner was described in the newspaper, on its opening in 1856, as “an ornament to the city”, but in just two years the congregation had outgrown its 200-seat capacity.  The sum of £275 was pledged to enlarge the church.  The project was delayed and not completed until 1866.  The first minister, the Reverend John Moir, had served 13 years and a section of the congregation was dissatisfied proposing, “a colleague and successor be appointed”.  After considerable acrimony, the breach was healed, Rev Moir resigned and his successor, the Reverend James Paterson, was inducted on 27 November 1868.

A Manse had been purchased for Rev Moir and his family in 1854, and it is fascinating to discover the compromise reached with Rev Moir on his resignation.  The retiring minister was to receive £100 per annum and the use of the Manse.  “These benefactions he continued to receive to the day of his death, twenty eight years later”.

When Wellington became the capital of New Zealand in 1865 its population was about 7,000.  It grew rapidly, with Scots and Presbyterians well represented among the newcomers.  It was in 1871 that the Willis Street Presbyterian Church was again extended.  At about this time the name of the congregation was changed, but there is no record of a formal resolution.  A Minute of 6 September 1872 is headed “St John’s Church” but there is no record of when or why “St John’s” was chosen.

It was then resolved to pull the old church down and build a new one with a seating capacity of 600, at a cost of £4,000.  This was done in classical style, with an imposing stairway up from Willis Street; this building was consecrated on 12 December 1875.

Churches are usually a good risk for insurers, but on 9 May 1884 the new church and the adjoining Sunday School Hall were completely destroyed by fire.  St John’s returned to the Athenaeum Hall on Lambton Quay where the congregation had first met in 1853, until a new church and Sunday School was built.

To accommodate the planned church, the adjoining property and the Cottage, owned by Mr Spinks, was purchased for £1,500.  The church building we worship in today was opened on 6 December 1885, less than two years after the disastrous fire.

