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PREFACE.

tOR almost eleven and a half years, it has beén my privilege to enjoy
\ the honour of being President of St. John's Young Men’s Bible

Class, and of being Minister to its members. During all that time,
the consistent lovalty of the Class to the Church and the Minister has
been a great encouragement to me. Its regular participation in the
public Worsh1p of the Sanctuary, its devotion to the study of the pur-
pose of God in Christ, the harmony of its fellowship, and the team
spirit with which it has rendered service to causes beyond itself, have
always made me feel most thankful for its existence. My confidence
.in the capacity of the Class to operate smoothly as a self-governing
unit within the Presbyterian polity has never had cause to call itself
in question.

This happy issue is due to the spirit in which the Class began and
to the wisdom with which its foundations were laid.  As its originator
and.its leader for so many years, Sir George Troup established a
tradition, to which successive leaders have been faithful, and which
lives to this day. It lives hecause its roots are spiritual. That is well
illustrated by the fact that, in a verv critical time in its early days,
the continuance of the Class was decided by prayer. In the same
spirit its growth was nurtured and its streng‘ch sustained. Thus it is
heing maintained to-day.

The follo_w_ing history makes it clear that St. fohn’s Bible Class
began as a grain of mustard seed. Because it was vital, however, it
resulted in a growth whose influence has been felt thfoughout the
whole Dominion.© But even that is not the whole story. I have met
personally old boys of this Bible Class, at points of the compass as far
apart as Perth, We_stern Australia, and Winnipeg, Canada In con-
versation w1th them mn their own homes, I have seen how the spirit
of the Class is at work in places far beyond its own boundaries.
When God begins a thing, one never knows how far He will carry it,
He has no boundar1es

In these days, when great-masses of youth are being caught up,
in different countries, into all sorts of vigorous movements, it is well
to remind ourselves that our Bible Class Movement stands for some-
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thing which youth cannot do thhou“t A Commnmst_
Russia recently said to Dr. Stanley Jones: “My student

asking questions that Communism cannot answer—ultimate: qaestions”

about life and destinv.” A member of the Pan~Presbvte¥1an Alliance,
writing from Berlin the other day, said: “In various parts of the
country there are definite signs that the older young people are begin-

ning te be ‘fed up’ with the race teaching that 15 everlastingly being

‘out across’ to them, The reaction takes the form sometimes of a
demand for simple Bible instruction from the ministers.” Our Rible
Class Movement stands for something vital and essential. Thatis a
call to old members to uphold it and to present members to project it
still furrher into life about them.

In closmg, I would give. as my message for the next fifty vears,
a iree rendering of w oxds that still speak to us across the centuries.
They are to be found in Philippians 1:9-11. It is my prayer that vour
love .may be more and more accompanied by clear knowledge and
keen insight, enabling vou to have a sense of what 1s vital, so that you
may be men of transparent character and de no harm to anyone, vour
life covered with that harvest of righteousness which Jesus Christ
produces, to the glory and the praise of God. May that be our
inspiration and our guide as we go forward into the land that is vet
to be possessed.



e
e

e e
R swn»tﬁ.

Sy
o

T R A

ot

e e

F.R.LB.A,

<]

M

[of

o
>
Q
I3
-

SIR GEORGE A

Founder,
Leader 1838-1908,

Hon. Leader, 1908,

fe

Elected L







FOREWORD.

PAST: PRESENT: FUTURE.

'T HIS year the Jubilee of St. John's Young Men’s Bible Class is being

celebrated. The Class was formed in the year 1888, and since
then has continued without any break for a period of fifty years.
Now fifty years is a long period of time even in the life of a church
institution; it 1s relatively longer in the life of a man; and to very few
nien is given the privilege of witnessing the outcome of work in which
they played a part fifty vears ago; and T rejoice to know that I am one
of those few fortunate ones to take part in the Jubilee celebrations of -
this Class which I led in 1888, for the first six vears, 1888-1894 as sole
Ieader, and for the remainder of the time untii 1908, when Mr. C, S.
Moore acted along with me as Co-Leader, in which capacity he ren-
dered very valuable service.

CONGRATULATIONS.

I am sure that all old Class boys ieel in their hearts a note of
thank{ulness that the Class which they attended many years ago has
survived its probationary period. It has been piloted during those
fifty vears by many Leaders, each of whom added his quota of inspira-

tion, right down to the present time, when the Class now with a
membership of 60 meets with us in this joyful celebration, rightly
- proud of its achievements. All old bovs, I am sure, will unite with me
in saying to the present Leaders, Committee and members:—Hearty .
- congratulations! Well done! '

CoO OPERA'HON

The. questzon is often asked: How did the Class come to adopt its .-
co-operative methods? I will tell vou. Taking on the leadership of
the Class when a comparatively young man and without much training
for work of the kind, I felt handicapped. Some of the members were
‘almost as old as I was, and I was driven to find some means by which
the responsibility and work of the Class would be shared. The old
plan-of the Leader giving an address at each meeting was more than
I was equal to; so like Moses who, on the advice of his father-in-law,
Tethro, appointed others to help him in his many tasks, I started by
getting the members to write papers and act on.different committees.
This plan has been continued to this day.



PERSISTENCE.

Some of the Old Bovs will remember how in the early days of
the Class, critics looked upon it as a new-fangled idea which was not
likely to endure. After fifty years that charge cannot be laid, for the
Class has shown that whatever else it lacked, it did not lack the quality
of persistence. One reason for this persistence is, in my opinion, due
to the fact that the Class in its early days was. distinctly evangelical
and evangelistic, which in those early days meant that it had to be
aggressive. Its members for the most part were obtained from those
who had little Church or Sunday School connection, and were secured
by aggressive measures taken by the individual members of the Class.
It 1s said of the Canadian Mounted Police that they always get their
man; and the same could be said of the early members of St. john s
Young Men’s Bible Class.

PERSONAL EFFORT.

TJust as the disciples of Christ were obtained by personal effort
on the part of the other disciples—“Andrew first findeth his own
brother Simon Peter.” “Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew
and Peter.” “Philip findeth Nathaniel and said unto him: “We have
found Him of whom Moses and the prophets did write”” In like
marnner was the early St. John’s Young Men’s Bible Class built up.
The few members who composed the Class at the beginning brought
along their brothers, their companions, their fellow-workers in office,
shop and factory. Thus the Class was formed and grew.

FAITH. _
‘I have already stated that the whole of the work, outlook and
spirit of the Class was distinctly evangelical. Such a spirit helped
to develop the faith of the members, and their faith was not without
works :

The meetlnfrs were for the most part ulsp;rduonal i character.
With the nondescrlpt membership of the Class this had to be so.
Many of the members had little knowledge of the Scriptures, and a
few had very little Christian influence to bear on them. As time went
on changes took place in the lives of ‘many. Faith in the power of
Christ to make better men of ‘them became evident, and with this
their attachment to the Class was strengthened. Courage is always
an outcome and attribute of faith, and this was shown at times even
to the extent of being sacrificial. I could mention many instances
where such sacrificial courage was shown.
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PARTNERSHIP.

A ﬁne spirit, too, of camaraderie and partnership w as evinced by
the co-operative method Partnership connotes at least two outstand-
ing qualities, namely: co-operaion and responsibility. The semse of
responsibility called forth in many. ways initiative on the part of
members, Many of the valuable suggestions adopted by the Class
as integral parts of its progranune of work came from the rank and
file, and helped largely to sirengthen and estabheh the posmon of
the Class.

These all led to many adjuncts heing added to the Class life and
work which possibly would not have been thought of under other
conditions. These are fully dealt with in the following pages.

THE MINISTERS.

~ The Class has heen exceedingly fortunate since its formatzon up
to the present time in the sympathy and helpfulness which the
Ministers of the Church have shown towards it. Rev. J. Patterson,
Dr. Gibh, and the present Minister, Rev. ]. R. Blanchard, while leav-
ing the members a considerable measure of Indepeﬂdence, have sall
helped the Class to the utmost of their ability. Sometimes they have
taken the subjef_:t at the Sunday afternoon meeting; sometimes they
‘have come in and taken part in the discussions’; they have also been
présent at the many social functions, thus establishing a valuable and
necessary link between the Class and the Charch. St ‘John's Young
Men’s BIble Class is greatly indebted to its Ministers.

THE UNSEEN. _

B § cannot ‘however, write about the old days without referrmg to

some, outstandmg members of the.Class who have passed-to their
rest. - The dead past may bury its dead, but it cannot still their voices
and we cannot escape from the influence of their lives—though dead’
‘chey yet speak. Fven as I write these: words I hear, out of the past,
voices callmg "Vou:es of those who helped to lay the foundation and
build up the structure of this Class. I refer especially to' Mr. C.
Mitchell of Rawensbourne Dunedin;. Mr. Harry Drummond of Wel-
lington; Mr. Charlie R@dgrave of Nelson; Mr. J. Thomson of Oamaru;
and “\/Ir I.. Waﬂace of Wellington ; and there are many others,

.. THE PRESENT. -
T have dealt with the past But what of the present and the
future?
There is' no shadow of doubt in my mind but that the present
times are ruch more dxtﬁcuh for successful Bible Class work than
they were ﬁftg years ago fior have I any doubt whatever that they
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were more difficult fifty years ago than they were fifty years before
that, and I am also convinced that every age has the solution of
different and entirely new problems.
“New times demand new measures and new wien,
The world advances and in time outgrows the things
That in ouwr fathers day were best.”

So, “Rejmce O young man, in thy youth,” and thank God that
He has given vou not easy tasks but difficult new problems to solve.
It is the difhcult tasks and problems that prove and make men.

Never before have 1 known of greater necessity on the part of
youth to take the initiative and give a lead. We are at present stand-
ing at the crossroads, doubtful of which turning to take. Many
voices are speaking and attempting to give leadership, but so far
no authoritative voice of leadership has been heard. As I see things,
vouth at the present time has, along with the rest of the world, lost
its way, and on all sides the only cry that one can hear is “Whither >’
What an opportunity! : _

The difficulties undoubtedly are great. - The opportunities are
equally great. When the march of youth begins, and it looks as
though it must begin soon, what part is the St. John’s Young Men’s
Bible Class going to take? I think that their position in the march
will be determined according to their faith,

THE FUTURE.

I have just one suggestion to make with regard to any advance
movement that the Class may make. We are all proud of the achieve-
ments of the present members of the Class, They have upheld and
in some ways lifted to a higher level the prestige of St. John’s Young
Men’s Bible Class. It would be futile for me to attempt to lay before
them any programme as to their future lines of work., But I can
prescribe the driving power at their disposal which is Christ, and the
means by which they can test and use that power which is Faith.
The attributes and the logical issues of Faith are enthusiasm, courage,
initiative and sacrifice. The work and the” way to do it will open
up accordmg to their Faith.

“ hen a man loses his FAITH he invariahly loses his way.

/
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INTRODUCTION.

THE Bible Class Movement of New Zealand is unique among the

Youth Movements of the world: and St. John’s Young Men's
Bible Class is a unique class in that Movement. That this is not an
empty boast, the following survey of the first fifty years should amply
show. There are many hundreds of men in this Dominion and some
beyond the seas for whom this Class is a rich and hallowed memory.
For fifty years it has been the meeting place of young men who have
sought. to follow the Christ, the King; here they have made high
resolves, wrought out a strong faith and gone forth to face the world
equipped to meet its many problems.

Centred as it is, in the heart of the Capital City and almost under
the shadow of the university, the Class has been able to draw upon
voung men of much promise and great enthusiasm. For a few vears
their thinking has been moulded by discussion, their ambitions directed
by example, their spirit refined by worship, and their experience
enriched by féllowship. Then they have gore their many ways, but .
carrying with them a vision of the good life which, though it may
grow dim, is never lost to this life’s end.

THE EARLY YEARS.

T HIS short history of the Class which pioneered one of the greatest
religious movements among youth in modern times sets down the
date of the inception of St. John’s Young Men’s Bible Class as August,
1888. It is a fact, however, that Bihle Classes, in name, were in
existence in St. John’s many vears before that date, for in the Church
Annual Report for the vear ending 31st December, 1878 (ten years
before) we read: “The Young Men’s Bible Class which ineets in the
Manager’s Room on Sunday afternoons at 2.30 is very efficiently
taught by Mr. Thomas McKenzie, who has conducted that Class now
for many . years " Rev. Jas. Paterson also coriducted Bible Classes on
Thursday evening, for young women from 7-8 o’clock and for voung
‘men from 89 o’clock.” These Classes, however, were not conducted on
what is- known to-day as the co- operative system. In type they were
rather simijlar to- Senior Sunday School Classes and were obvzoush
confined to few, if any, activities outside the study of the lesson. It is
known also that Bible Classes of the same type were in Opelatlon in
several other Churches in Wellington and throughout the Colony.

The bzrth of the Class is centred round one George Tmup, who,
arriving in W’ellmgton irom Dunedin on 29th April, 1888, joined
St. }ohns f:hwch and -enlisted for service. It was on the first
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Sunday morning he was in Wellington that he met the Rev. James
Paterson after the service, and told him of his desire to enter into
Christian work, Mr. Troup (as he was then) joined the Sunday
School staff and in August took over a Bible Class which had

been formed by Mr. Robert Gardner to meet the needs of the older -

lads. Mr. Gardner was leader for only about two Sundays, as he
left to take up 1651dence in another part of the Colony. Another
Leader was reqmred and on Mr. Paterson’s representations, Mr.
Troup grasped the opportunity of taking up a work dear to his heart.
This Class. met in the Manager's: Room of St. John’s Chureh.
August. 1888, therefore, marks the beginning of the St. John’s
Young Men’s Bible Class. When Mr. Troup took over, the
membership was.six, but with the departure of Mr. Gardner’s sons
and two others, it dropped to two. It had been suggested to
Mr. Troup. that he return to the Sundav School, but he was. deter-
mined to hold on and his nexi step was to obtain a list of. names
of membets of the congregation who had sons of Bible Class age.
These. he visited and so gathered in several new. members. = But
even then progress was slow, disappomtments were many, and, as was
proved later, Divine encouragement alone prevented Mr, Troup from
g;vmor up the work in despair. At one stage he asked the few remain-
ing members of the Class to make it a matter of earnest prayer for
two weeks as to whether they should continue as a Class. This they
did, and at the end of that period all were of one mind. They carried
on. ' This was the modest but sure foundation of the Class from
which in later vears was to develop the Bible Class Movement. The
following year, 1889, saw. a real thrust forward i in the work. Mr.
Troup had realised that it was necessary to give the young men a
real interest in the welfare of his Class and he explored all possible
avehues whereby this could be achieved. He was convinced that it
was no longer possible to hold and influence effectively young men
by the methods then prevailing and so he decided to adopt methods
which gave to each member work and responsibility. The wisdom
of such a course soon became apparent, the young men on their
part responded, interest increased, and with it, the attendance. Thus
the now well-known co-operative method, characteristic of the Bible
Class Movement, was initiated. The success attending the new form
of Bible Class instituted in St. John’s was noted by other congrega-
tions of the Church throughout the Colony. A Class on similar lines
was formed in-St. Paul’s, Christchurch in 1894, and was followed by
one -in First Church (Russell Street), Dunedin, in 1896. These
Classes were patterned on the type of organisation introduced by
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Mr. Troup in St. John'’s, Under his inspiring guidance, St. John’s
Class was_the pattern on which all the future work of the denomina-
tion for vouth proceeded.: Reference will be made later to the steps
which led to the formation of the Bible Class Union, and we shall
content ourselves here with briefly continuing our survey for the
period of Mr. Troup’s leadership. - The Class continued to make rapid
strides. "The membership increased by leaps and bounds and within
ten years of its. formation had reached a membership of 108, apart
from probationers. ~The roll number continued round about the 100
mark right up to Mr. Troup’s retirement in November, 1908.

Tn 1896, Mr. C. S. Moore, who for some years previous had
been a member of the Class, was elected to the position of Joint
Ieader with Mr. Troup. - He proved a hard and loval worker, identi-
fying himself with all the various branches of the Class activities and
saw the membership and influence of the Class grow from small
heginnings to a verv high position indeed. He made a ‘great -and
valuable contribution.

- Mr."Troup’s influence, not only in his own class, but throughout
the Colonyr was evident. The gift he had of understanding the
innumerable problems of the voung man was abundantly and sympa-
thetically administered bv him. The dynamic power of a strong
personality could not-be denied its divine use and mission and there
are hundreds of men to-day who owe more than they can tell to Mr.
Troup’s kindly help and inspiration. An impression of one who has
attained high academic honotrs is of interest. It relates_ t0' the EaSter
Camp of 1905. - Here it is:—

“Another strlkmg feature of the Q;athermg was the personahtv
of the men at the head of the Movement A great deal of the stccess
of the Camp and all our work is to be attributed to the strong
character and the busmess grasp and decisiveness which so markedly
characterises the men at the top. Perhaps this is exemplified to an
exceptlonal degree in the case of Mr. G. A. Troup, the Grand Old
Man of the Bible Class Movement. Old in experience if not in
vears, Mr. Troup is alwavs just where required, readv to smooth
over a little difference, to throw in a suggestive remark whenever the

discussion is ﬂagglng and srenerallv to keep a wary eve on the
progress of events.”

In November, 1907, Mr. Troup was granted leave to relinquish
his duties as Joint Leader of the Class for a period of six months
on account of ill health, Mr. C. A. Redgrave was appointed acting
Joint Leader with Mr. C. S. Moore. Mr. Troup was apparently on



leave for just on 12 months, but he was present at the Committee
Meeting of 3rd November, 1908, when the Secretary announced that
he had received the resignations of Messrs. G. A, Troup and C. S.
Moore owing to ill-health. Thus Mr. Troup severed his active con-
nection with the Class after serving at the helin for a period of twenty
vears and steering a safe and successful course through all the storms
and dangers which were to threaten his inspiring venture during
those vears. In this he was ably supported for the last twelve yvears
of that period by Mr. C. S. Moore. The Class conferred upon these
two stalwarts the dignity of Life Honorary Leaders.  Their
successors were Messrs. C. A, Redgrave and J. S. Butler.

The foregoing is but a brief sketch of the career of the Class
from its inception until the retirement of Messrs. Troup and Moore.
The annals of this period record a class life of unusual activity and
venture. However, it would do justice to neither the Class nor the
large number who have composed its membership throughout the
vears to say nothing of endless repetition if all the activities and
events were set out in chronological order. It is proposed, therefore,
to deal with the various phases of Class life and work under separate
headings which, it is hoped, will make for readier reference and
better appraisal. Although Mr. Troup retired as far back as 1908,
his interest and practical support were in no way ended. Up to the
present time he has given of his wise counsel and personal support
unstintingly, not only to the Class which he founded, but the Move-
ment as a whole. In recognition of his valned community service,
including his work amongst Youth, the King conferred upon Mr,
Troup in the New Year, 1937, the honour of Knight Bachelor. While
we have chronicled the work of the first Leader of the Class in the
name known to most of the hundreds who have come in contact with
him, it is with special pleasure that we can refer to this grand old
pioneer as Sir George Troup.

]
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THE INAUGURATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN BIBLE
CLASS MOVEMENT.

I T is [itting at this stage to detail the steps which led to the forma-
tion of the Union. In 1896, Mr. Archie Mitchell, the then
secretary of the Class, was transferred to Christchurch where he
joined the newly-formed St. Paul's Class and became its Secretary.
Thus a personal link was made between the two Classes. The next
vear, while Mr, Mitchell was on a holiday visit to Wellington, Mr.
J. S. Butler suggested to him the possibility of St. John’s paying a
visit to St. Paul’s. At a Class Committee Meeting in 1897, the sug-
gestion was approved. After preliminary enquiries had been
instituted, arrangements were compieted to visit St. Paul’s, then in its
fourth vear of existence, during Easter, 1898 A contingent num-
bering 23 consequently journeyed South and were accommodated at
the homes of the St. Paul’s members. The two Classes met together
for their usual Class meeting on Easter Sunday, and competed against
each other in sporting events on the other days. In 1899 the visit
was returned by St. Paul’s members, who were the guests of St.
John's. It was decided at this visit to make it an annual affair. The
visit of Easter, 1900, marked the heginning of the usual type of B.C.
Camp, with tents pitched on the Richmond Domain, Christchurch.
Having in mind the coming Easter Camp at Titahi Bay, Wellington,
the Class Committee on 3rd February, 1901, passed the following
resolution: ‘“That the Class should invite eachh Presbyterian Bible
Class in the Colony to send a representative to the Easter Encamp-
ment.” At the Camp, a Conference was held on the Friday evening,
the discussion centring on the subject, “A Bible Class Forward
Movement.” Two phases of this question were taken, (1) Outside our
members; and (2) Within our Class; Mr. Vic Fraser of St. Paul's
taking the first, and Mr. €. A. Redgrave, of St. John's, the second.
At the close of the discussion the following resolution was carried:
“That a Blbie Class: Union be formed for New Zealand.” On the
. Sunday morning, representatives of the two Classes dealt with “Evan-
O‘ehstxc work amongst and outside our Membels the subject pro-
vokmg an excellent dlscussxon

“The que_stmn of engagmg a “young man’s specialist” to conduct
meetings among voung men outside the churches was enthusiastically
taken up and authority was given for the idea to be explored. It was
apparently not possible to arrange anything definite during the year
in regard to the above resolutions, but after discussing the various
matters with representatives of the other :three Bible Classes in
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Wellington, St. John's members journeyed to Christchurch for the
1902 Easter Camp with the idea of furthering the projects agreed
upon the previous FEaster. All the existing Presbyterian Bible
- Classes were invited to send representatives to the conference. The
Camp was held on Professor Bicketton’s property, “Wainoni.,”
There were 120 Campers under canvas. Owing to the boat being
delayed, the conference was held late on Friday evening, 20 delegates
attending. It was decided to form the Bible Class Union. Mr. G.
A. Troup was elected President and Wellington was fixed as the
headquarters for the ensuing vear. It was also resolved that a strong
working conmimittee be appointed in each of the principal centres of
the Colony with the object of “pushing” the Movement in an
energetic manner. The conference also decided to petition the
Assembly of the now United Presbyterian Church to set aside one
of their Ministers to act as Travelling Secretary and Organiser of
the Union and at the same time to be a Travellmg Evangelist of the
Church. = Te petition was very largely signed by B.C. members. The
Assembly met before the end of 1902 and granted the request at once.

The position was offered to Rev. J. C. jamleson (now Youth Director
of otir Church ir Victoria) ‘who accepted it. With this appointment
a new era dawned for the B.C. Movement in New Zealand.

At the 1903 Easter Camp 170 were present the location being
Lowry Bay, Wellmgton ‘With the formation of the Union, it was .
decided to vest the control of the camp in that body so that it now
ceased to be a private camp of the two pioneer Classes and became
the annual gathering of the Union.

So the Movement began. It started with six members. To-day
in the Presbyterian Young Men's Movement there are over 3000
members, and in all denominations the membership exceeds 30,000.
Under the guidance of God it has spread its influence into every town
and village of the Dominion and through its instrumentality there has
been enshrined in the hearts of thousands of young men and women
the Spirit of Christ, the Saviour of the World.
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