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The lectureship got off to an excellent start at the beginning of the year, with Dr. Chris Marshall’s inaugural lecture, entitled “For God’s Sake! Religious Violence, Terrorism and the Peace of Christ,” filling the Hunter Council Chamber at Victoria University. There was a similarly strong demand for Dr. Marshall’s papers. “Jesus, the Gospels and the Coming of God” attracted 65 enrolments, and “Paul: the First Christian Theologian” 25. A real mixture of students was represented in the courses, with a significant proportion having little or no church background.
In addition to his courses, Dr. Marshall supervised several post-graduate students and gave numerous public lectures and addresses, both in the Church and in the wider community. In July, he presented a paper to the Colloquium on Gospel, Culture and Public Policy, held at Parliament Buildings. The paper was called “What Language Shall I Borrow? The Bilingual Dilemmas of Public Theology”, now published in the theological journal, Stimulus. It was a significant symposium, with over 100 people attending, including several MPs. Other speaking commitments included an interview with Maureen Garing on Radio NZ, an address to the Housing Group of the NZ Council of Christian Social Services, papers at several University conferences, both here and overseas, and over a dozen preaching engagements. 
In addition to his speaking engagements, Dr. Marshall kept his publication record up with several articles and, perhaps most significantly, a book on biblical justice, which was released in November. 


Dr. Marshall says he has been warmly received by his colleagues in the Religious Studies Department. Next year he will jointly teach an Honours paper with one of his colleagues, and has been asked to contribute lectures to a couple of other Religious Studies courses. 
The long-term success of the lectureship is dependent on personal financial support from those who believe it represents a significant opportunity for the Church to have a credible voice in the tertiary and public sectors. If you are of this view, and would like to consider either pledging a regular amount towards the cost of the lectureship or giving a one-off donation, please look for the lectureship brochure in the foyer of the church or contact the church office for more details.

