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INTRODUCTION

As I continue the settling-in process here at St John’s in the City, I am constantly getting to know someone else who has a fascinating story to tell.  Each one of you is unique and you have all come from different places to be part of the congregation here.  As newcomers arrive and choose to make St John’s their spiritual home it is always worth asking the question, “What brings you here, and where have you come from?”  I know you will be enriched as you listen to the answers.  

We are a moving population.  People come and people move on.  With this issue of The Messenger we farewell Philip Steer and thank him for his work in editing our magazine over the last year.  Phil worked hard at a new look for us, and a new emphasis.  Many of us particularly appreciated the thought provoking practical theological issues that he stimulated us to think through.  Some of us missed the family feel of congregational news.  As we say good-bye to Phil and Sarah we also congratulate him on his academic success:  He recently submitted his Masters Thesis and more recently has accepted the offer of a place in the PhD programme in English Literature at Duke University, North Carolina.  He and Sarah leave in August for six years in the USA.  Well done, Phil.  God bless you and Sarah as you travel and settle into a new place.  

As Phil moves on we welcome Wyn Beasley as our new editor.  Wyn and Alice came to St John’s as part of the ‘migration’ from Roseneath Presbyterian church some 15 years ago.  At Roseneath, Wyn was a member of Session until he obtained leave to work towards the foundation of Everton Hall, the university Presbyterian/Methodist Hall of Residence.  For ten years he chaired the board of Everton Hall.

Wyn’s professional career was as an orthopaedic surgeon, and he developed an interest in surgical history.  So much so that when he retired he found a second career as a writer.

He has written the histories of several Wellington institutions and of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, as well as what he dubs ‘curiosity-driven’ books. 
The first of these dealt with two of his heroes:  John Hunter the surgeon and James Cook the navigator, both of whom were born in 1728.  Wyn has recently completed the manuscript of a study of Cook’s Doctors, which looks at the careers of the naval surgeons who served under Cook, and of the medically qualified Swedes who travelled as naturalists on his voyages.

We look forward to Wyn’s contribution as our editor.  As he picks up this role he is concerned to make best use of both Phil Steer’s recent contribution and the longer standing contribution  of previous years.  The format has returned to A5, and there is an attempt to include some more news of the St John’s family.  There is also the intention to continue to offer theological stimulation.  

This issue looks at the Bible.  The King who gave us a Bible offers a useful new light on King James, the man, and also gives us a glimpse of our new editor as historian.  Ian and Jenny McKinnon review and commend The Bible Through Asian Eyes which you can borrow from the church library, and my own contribution raises some questions of interpretation.

It seems to me that we all journey with the Bible and our relationship to it.  The way we regard it as children is different from the way we regard it as young adults.  It is likely that we understand it differently in mid-life and again in our old age.  It is an amazing book, to be read and appreciated, explored and struggled with, perhaps even loved and hated at times.  It is a book that calls for active engagement.  If you would like help to more actively engage with the Bible, look out for the times and meeting places of the various small groups that are part of our congregation here at  St John’s in the City.  Session is hoping to start some more in the next couple of months.

We are now into winter.  I arrived here last winter.  Thank you for all your help and encouragement in my first year of parish ministry.  It is good to be here and part of you all.

Helen Martin   
THE KING WHO GAVE US A BIBLE

In 1603, on the death of the first Queen Elizabeth, King James VI of Scotland succeeded to the throne of England as James I; and a year later he called a conference of divines at Hampton Court.  He had hoped to produce a united Protestant church, but succeeded only in setting up a committee of fifty-four scholars charged with producing an authoritative translation of the Bible into English.  It took them seven years, and in the process they consulted existing texts in Hebrew, Greek and Latin, as well as the earlier English translations of Wyclif, Tyndale and Coverdale.  At the end they came up with what is still arguably the best translation for public reading  -  the Authorised Version or King James Bible.  Perhaps seven years was not too long for such an achievement  -  after all, Jacob worked seven years to win the hand of Rachel, and was then given the wrong girl.

But who was the man, James VI and I, who sponsored this mammoth task?  -  He was, according to four centuries of historians, a weird creature, who walked in a strange way, who slobbered his drink and his words, who acquired and embraced a series of court favourites, who behaved disgracefully out of sheer contrariness.  They have fed, these historians, on a description of the king written by a courtier, Sir Anthony Weldon (who was shortly driven from court because of the virulence of his ‘description of Scotland’.)  In fact they have tried to have it both ways, deriding Weldon as a biased observer, while scorning James as debased.  Weldon wrote  -

He was naturally of a timorous disposition, which was the reason of his quilted doublets; his eyes large, ever rowling after any stranger that came in his presence, in asmuch as many for shame have left the roome, as being out of countenance; his beard was very thin; his tongue too large for his mouth, which ever made him speak full in the mouth, and made him drink very uncomely, as if eating his drink, which came out into the cup on each side of his mouth.
His legs were very weake, having had (as was thought) some foul play in his youth, or rather before he was born, that he was not able to stand at seven years of age, that weaknesse made him ever leaning on other mens shoulders;  his walk was ever circular, his fingers ever in that walk fiddling about his codpiece.

Other contemporary accounts confirm, in some cases enlarge upon, Weldon’s account; so do the royal portraits (for artists have a conscience and although they may suppress peculiarities for the sake of their royal sponsor, they do not altogether deny them!).  From this accumulation  of evidence it is possible to diagnose James’s disability.

Weldon’s account refers to five features:  restlessness, and ‘fiddling about his codpiece’; rolling eyes; abnormalities of speech and drinking; weak legs, delay in walking, and the need to lean on others’ shoulders; and the erratic gait.  And these add up to a convincing account of cerebral palsy, which was finally identified as a condition in the mid-nineteenth century and its likely cause (injury at or around birth) documented by William John Little.  Indeed it came to be called ‘Little’s disease’.  Moreover, in James’ birth, (with a caul of membranes wrapped round his head) after a difficult labour, in a tiny room in Edinburgh castle, to the unhappy queen who had recently had her secretary slain at her feet, there is a promising scenario for the appearance of such a disability.

This means, of course, that James has to be understood as a king who achieved much in spite of his condition; while the physical peculiarities that have provided four centuries of historians with raw material for their criticism must be recognised as the 

manifestations of his disability.  (It also means that Weldon has to be viewed as an astute observer  -  no one could be so consistent out of mere malice; and so the historians have been wrong about him too! 

For the king’s intellect was impressive.  James Melville, nephew of Andrew Melville the Scottish divine, recalled meeting the nine-year-old James: ‘I heard him discourse, walking up and down in his governess’s hand, of knawledge and ignorance to my greit marvell and astonishment.’  Here is the whole tragedy of James: a distinguished intellect tethered to a disabled body such that at the age of nine he was still ‘in his governess’s hand’.

It is said that the Duc de Sully observed to his master, the French king Henri IV:  ‘Sire, the king of England is a fool.’  To which Henri responded, ‘In that case, Sully, he is the wisest fool in Christendom.’

*  *  *

By way of postscript, it may be added that this material was published in the journal The seventeenth century in 1995.  Since that time I have had a good deal of endorsement of the diagnosis, but one notable doubter (a young academic in the north of England) found it hard to believe that James, who loved hunting, could have been disabled in this way.

I was inspired to ask him if he was familiar with the Riding for the Disabled programme  -  and he became a convert. Meanwhile one new history of James, published in 2000, has quoted the diagnosis approvingly;  it remains for mainstream historians to interpret James’s career in the light of what is now known.

We do, after all, treat our cerebral palsy sufferers with sympathy these days:  it will do us no harm to extend the same courtesy to the king who gave us a Bible.

STRUGGLING WITH BIBLICAL TEXTS   

As a woman in leadership you would be correct if you supposed that I have needed to look very carefully at biblical texts that require women to be silent and not exercise leadership.  I have not ignored such texts.  I have struggled with them.  Some of the most difficult texts are those in the Pastoral Epistles, I and II Timothy and Titus.  There are various ways of ‘getting round’ these texts.  Ignoring them is one possibility.  My view of scripture is too high for that to be a personal solution.  

Phyllis Trible, a well known Old Testament scholar, suggests that we should never ignore scriptures that are difficult or fearful.  The process she endorses is a ‘struggling.’  She uses the story of Jacob’s wrestling with the angel of the Lord at Peniel.  His hip is dislocated in the struggle but he will not let go of the angel until the angel has blessed him (Genesis 32:22ff).  Nor should we let go of our struggle with scripture, she says, until we have received a blessing.  There is blessing to be had from scripture.  Struggle with it until you are blessed.

I have struggled with the sexism and patriarchy that is apparent to many 21st Century readers of the books of Timothy and Titus.  In these books women are described in derogatory terms (2 Tim 3:6; Tit 2:3), and they are treated as one subordinate category within the patriarchy (Tit 2:1-10). The restriction on them which disallows their teaching men is justified through an appeal to Genesis (1 Tim 2:8-15) and has led to centuries of continued subordination and disbarment from positions of leadership within the church.  It is not only women who are subordinated but Christian slaves are also exhorted to submit to their masters (1 Tim 6:1-2; Tit 2:9-10).  

Much of my interpretative solutions are contextual.  We need to understand the original context as much as we can, and from that understanding establish the principles that underlie the specific teaching of the Pastoral Epistles.  What we then apply to our present day context is not so much the specifics as the underlying principles. 
We need also to explore and establish which present day contexts would benefit from their application.  I call this process a reading contextually ‘backwards and forwards.’  

Too often, though, some Christians have read all of Timothy and Titus as normative.  That is, we have believed that they were written not just for a particular time and place, but that for all times and all places they provide a norm.  While I disagree with this, I am not about to ignore the teaching.  I am going to ask:  what was going on in the context that made this teaching important?  There may be present day contexts in which the same principles would helpfully be applied.  Thus, I would read Timothy and Titus as ‘occasional teaching’ from which we might presently benefit.

What do we know of the occasion for which these books were written?  Only a little, it has to be admitted.  However, one thing that does seem clear is that some women who were in the vulnerable position of being uneducated had been exploited by some false teachers, had adopted the false teaching and were causing chaos in the church by promulgating it.  If all women for all time are not to be demonised as ignorant and susceptible to false teaching and thus to be disbarred from teaching and leadership it is important to detach their womanhood from their ignorance.  It  can be argued that the problem was not so much that they were women, but that through ignorance they were easily manipulated.  If men had also been ignorant and had succumbed equally to false teaching might we assume a similar ruling which restricts ignorant men?  In the context this is a possibility.

One possible interpretation that remains true to the underlying principle of the teaching and intent of Timothy and Titus is that those who teach should first be educated.  The opportunity to learn should be provided before people are given the responsibility for teaching.  This is a strong Presbyterian tradition, and it is consistent with the Pastoral Epistles which are concerned lest teachers lead themselves and others to make shipwreck of their faith. (1 Tim 1:19)
DIARY OF UPCOMING EVENTS

21 May
    Wine and Theology group meet

23 May     Luncheon at church to raise funds for the mission project of the Association of Presbyterian Women.

30 May
     Evening: Contemporary Worship

12 June
     Faith at Work Seminars Part 1

13 June
     Quarterly Communion and Church lunch

19 June
     Faith at Work Seminars Part 2

27 June
     Morning:
  All-Age Worship

                  Evening:
  Contemporary Worship

11 July       Presbytery Service and induction of the Rev Chris Nichol as Moderator of the Presbytery of Wellington.  Venue to be notified.

BAPTISM

7 March
Samuel Alexander Kingsford Ames, son of


Perry Ames and Julia Congalton and Grandson of Carolyn and Dougal Congalton.

4 April
Oliver Tolstoy Grieg, son of Bronwyn Wood and Andrew Grieg.

We welcome Samuel and Oliver  into the family of God.

FUNERALS

22 March 
Ellen Wallace

11 March
Alford Dornan

17 March
Margaret Marshall (Lady)

We extend our condolences to the Marshall and Wallace families and to the friends and family of Alford Dornan.
OBITUARIES

ELLEN WALLACE (nee Miller)  

      23/10/11  -  20/3/04

Ellen hailed from Timaru and was one of the earliest women dentistry students at Otago University.  She later practised as a dentist in Taihape and Mangaweka.  When she married her husband, Sinclair, she gave up her dentistry but continued  to enjoy involvement with the Federation of University Women who were encouraged and inspired by her.  Ellen and Sinclair (d.’79) had four girls, Margaret, Barbara, Clare and Alison (d.’96) and as the girls were growing up they offered hospitality to various Columbo Plan students, some of whom still stay in touch.  Ellen was a woman of faith and had a great deal of grit and determination which saw her through various difficult times both as a younger and as an older woman.  She loved our NZ bush and flora and fauna and had many adventurous holidays both here and overseas.  Ellen died after a brief illness during which she was lovingly nursed by her three surviving daughters.  She is also survived by her sister Belle Meldrum (97 yrs) who lives in Warkworth.  Our sympathy to Belle, Margaret, Barbara and Clare.

ALFORD DORNAN  OBE



21/12/19  -  7/3/04

Alford was born on 21st December 1919 at Ballymena, Antrim, Northern Ireland.  When he was 14, he was a foundation member of the 3rd Ballymena Company of the Boys’ Brigade and was quickly promoted through the ranks to become Lieutenant in 1939, and Captain in 1940.  In 1945 he was appointed as Northern Ireland District Trainer/Organiser with the Boys’ Brigade. During the next ten years he greatly strengthened the work.  In 1954 he was appointed to host the New Zealand contingent to the Founder’s Centenary Camp at Eton, which led to his appointment as Training Officer for New Zealand in 1955 and N.Z. National Secretary of the Boys’ Brigade in 1960.  When Alford arrived in New Zealand there were about 7000 BB members, and by 1968 the numbers had almost doubled. It became one of the strongest and most efficient BB countries per capita in the world.

In his capacity as Secretary of Asian and Pacific Boys’ Brigade countries he travelled widely in Australia, Papua/New Guinea, the Polynesian Pacific, and in Singapore, Hong Kong, Malaysia, USA and Canada.  

He became Executive Officer of the movement in 1974 and also had the responsibility for field work in the Central District of New Zealand.  He retired from 34 years Boys’ Brigade service on 1st August, 1979 and this service was recognised by Her Majesty the Queen by awarding him the OBE in the 1980 New Year Honours.

Alford had four sisters and three brothers, and his sister, Amy, joined him in New Zealand in 1961.  Amy was housekeeper and constant friend and support to Alford.

They shared interests in Music, Scottish Country Dancing, Museum of Wellington City and Sea, Forest and Bird Society, the Historic Places Trust, the Boys and Girls Institute where Alford was a Board member and latterly a life member.

Alford was ordained an Elder in 1960.  Some of his other interests included The Bible Society, Wellington Prayer Breakfast and The Steadfast Association.  He enjoyed telling anecdotes, particularly those with an Irish connection and kept fit by walking and swimming at the 

Johnsonville pool with a group of friends.

He was a mild mannered gentleman of the highest order who devoted much of his life training young people with a view to making the world a better place.

JESSIE MARGARET MARSHALL (LADY)
17/1/17  -  13/3/04

Lady Margaret Marshall was born in Perth, Western Australia, on 17 January 1917. 

Her childhood was spent in Perth and Adelaide. She was a natural 

athlete and captained the tennis, basketball and athletics teams at her secondary school, where she was also Head Prefect. 

She trained as a nurse during the War, and in 1944 married a young New Zealand officer John Ross Marshall. After the War they returned to Wellington where their four children were born between 1946 and 1952. Margaret was devoted to her husband and family. She was a wonderful, caring mother, and was always there to support Sir John in his political career.

She was convenor of the Women's Auxillary of UNICEF for many years, and was involved in other charities, including Riding for the Disabled. She attended St John's, with Sir John, all her married life and continued to do so until illness prevented her, three years ago. She died at Waikanae on 13 March 2004.
THE COMMON COLD


God bless those who suffer from the common cold.


Nature has entered into them;


Has led them aside and gently lain them low


To contemplate life from the wayside;


To consider human frailty;


To receive the deep and dreamy messages of fever.


We give thanks for the insights of this humble perspective.


We give thanks for blessings in disguise.


Amen
WE GIVE THANKS FOR THE BLESSING OF WINTER


We give thanks for the blessing of winter:


Season to cherish the heart.


To make warmth and quiet for the heart.


To make soups and broths for the heart.


To cook for the heart and read for the heart.


To curl up softly and nestle with the heart.


To sleep deeply and gently at one with the heart.


To dream with the heart.


To spend time with the heart.


A long, long time of peace with the heart.


We give thanks for the blessing of winter:


Season to cherish the heart.


Amen
NEW OFFICES FOR ST. JOHN’S IN TROUP HOUSE

Work began on 13 April in the Troup House space formerly occupied by the workshop, the Youth Co-Ordinator’s office, and the Youth Group Room. An extension to Level 1 of Troup House is also being constructed, to house the new foyer and reception areas. As with previous projects on the St John’s complex, Accent Architects are responsible for the 

design and building supervision.

We foresee a construction period of some 8-12 weeks, during which time there will be some inconvenience to all users of St John’s but we hope that this will be soon forgotten and that the alternative spaces offered to those suffering temporary “dislocation” will soon become as familiar and well-loved as the current premises. Eventually, the Youth Group Room will be established on the upper floor of Spinks Cottage. The Embroiderers’ Group has re-located to the Cartwright Room. The workshop has found a home in the Lang Room.  Currently, this room is being adapted to accommodate the workbench, washing machine and dryer, with purpose-built cupboards being installed to store cleaning materials, supplies and tools.  The Lang Room will continue to be available for all those activities for which it is currently used, including table tennis and crafts.

In a few weeks’ time, St John’s Ministers and administration staff will move to the new premises. We will be sad to leave the cottage with its cosy ambience, street links, and cheek by jowl location with the church. At the same time, we appreciate the many advantages offered in the new workspace, where permanent staff and their meeting room and other facilities will be located on one level, and practical, purpose-built offices and the luxury of our own courtyard for al fresco coffee breaks and casual meetings when the weather is fine will be enjoyed by all.

Appropriate signage is planned to direct visitors to our new premises and we are sure that, in time, our callers and we ourselves will feel very much “at home” in the new surroundings.

BOOK REVIEW

THE BIBLE
THROUGH ASIAN EYES
Masao Takenaka and Ron O’Grady
Auckland: Pace Publishing.  1991.
This is a book which could quite readily be overlooked by 

people of European descent, but that would be a mistake, for in a most easy manner it widens the horizons, comfortably and interestingly.  It is well organised, clean in its presentation and thoughtful in its selections, while giving the reader an insight into the Bible itself through the writings of a wide variety of Asian people, supported by the Asian art which gives us the 

title.
It divides itself into three parts, the sections on the Old and New Testaments understandably taking the majority of pages, with approximately 85 verses covered on double-page spreads (what a joy it is to have a book so systematically arranged).   However, the reader must not overlook the very useful introduction, for here is a brief description of both Christianity in Asia – a region we tend to associate more obviously, particularly in its history, with Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism – and the nature of Asian art (as distinct from, say, European art) and the links between that art and the Bible.  Once this is read, the key sections become even more meaningful.

Of course, what is appealing to one person may well not be so to another.  Overall, we found the Old Testament presentations the more exciting, particularly in their art; but one cannot 

diminish the impact of the two New Testament verses illustrated by artists from the Philippines: Christ challenging the money-changers (‘The angry Christ’, p.109) and the well-known line rendered as ‘Give us today the food we need…’ (p.127).  This latter is certainly moving, as are the related comments by Bishop Francisco Claver.

For impact, though (and possibly social commentary, for after all artists like the rest of us are influenced by a particular time and place) there is ‘The Woman Textile Worker’ for Psalm 56 (p.63) and, earlier, the ‘Tower of Babel’ (p.31).  This latter etching relates the biblical past to the present – and not surprisingly as the Japanese artist had her home destroyed by bombs in the Second World War: three years later, we are told, she was baptised a Christian.
Not all the illustrations are, in fact, paintings, some being sculptures – there is a splendid depiction of the Loaves and Fishes in a wood carving, while others, like Babel, are cuts and etchings.  Whatever the work, though, there is that clarity, those clean lines and careful colours, which is so much our experience of Asian art.

Aboriginal art features also, as do our own Colin McCahon and Michael Smither.  Whether Australia and New Zealand should be seen as part of greater Asia, we leave for others to decide; but we felt the inclusion of these works was somewhat outside the ‘main story’.
Should one buy this book?  This, of course, depends on taste and budget and availability (it was published first in 1991).  Whether by purchase or not it is well worth a read – and it is an easy read at that, for this is a book one can pick up and put down to suit, since each double page can stand in its own right.  It is also worth time because different cultures are now moving and mixing amongst each other in unprecedented numbers, and an understanding of each other is a key to tolerance – this being a message of Christ.

The authors are to be commended.  Their research  was obviously considerable, just as was their care in presentation.  It is a book that broadens our horizons, and while it may not be for serious scholars in theology or art history, it certainly has its place – for Christians, with all that this means. 
The pages which give us the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ (pp.100-101) aptly demonstrate this, with a beautiful painting of those gathered to hear Christ, but in a setting which is obviously Korean; and this in turn is supported by the carefully chosen and calm words of Mahatma Gandhi.  Yes, there is much to learn and much to enjoy in this book.
IAN AND JENNY McKINNON
NOTE:  Rev. Helen Martin has made her copy of THE BIBLE THROUGH ASIAN EYES available through the Church Library.
ELDERS PASTORAL VISITING

St. John’s Session takes seriously the pastoral work of the Parish and recognises the importance of regular contact with church members.  Part of the pastoral care system of the Presbyterian Church is for each elder to visit a given list of people at least four times a year, usually prior to quarterly communion.  This is a friendly visit, an opportunity for discussion and prayer together if desired.

The elders’ lists have recently been updated to include the many new members we are so pleased to welcome.  For some who are long time members there may be a change of elder.  We hope you will understand the need to make changes from time to time, particularly as new elders come on to Session.

If you have any concerns in this area of pastoral care please contact the Rev. Helen Martin or Muriel Ewan (Session Clerk) through the church office.

Jim Cotter: “Through Desert Places”

WORDS AND THE WORD



Refrain:  O God, fulfil your promise:

              

    let your Word take flesh among us.

Who speaks any longer the truth of the heart,

words that are clear of corruption and lies?

Neighbour speaks false unto neighbour,

flattery on our lips, deceit in our hearts.

The proud, silver-tongued with smooth words,

control the dumb and the awkward of speech.

O God, cut out the forked tongue, silence the lying lips.

Save us from the corruption of language,

from manipulators of words, greedy for power.

For we drown in menacing lies:

the spring of original falsehood now swells to torrent and spate.

May the exiles and migrants, denied their own language,

find living words to shape their own truth,

words that give meaning to lives without purpose,

that heal and inspire and reach deep in the heart.

Speak to us out of your silence, O God,

our minds purged of gossip and chatter.

For you are the fountain of all that is true,

a wellspring deep that never fails.

It is there that we drink long of your Word,

as sure as a friend who is tested and tried.

For your Promise is true and worthy of trust,

like silver refined in the furnace.

Spirit of truth, lead us into all truth, and give us the words to speak it, words that spring deep in the heart and do not distort or betray.  We pray this in the name of the One who lived that truth, Jesus Christ our Saviour.

CHILDREN’S BIBLE LAUNCHED IN IRAQ

In Baghdad, where bomb attacks happen nearly every week, 100 guests gathered in January to celebrate the launch of a Children’s Bible in modern Syriac.  It was a joyful occasion for the Assyrian Christian community and marked a milestone in the development of the Syriac language which,until recently was thought to be a dying language.  An Assyrian nun, Sr Olga and Dominican priest, Fr Yousif Touma saw the need for scripture in Syriac for children and asked the Bible Society in Lebanon for help. “We need to translate The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories into modern Syriac,” they said, “and we will do the work here, in Iraq, but we need some help.”

Translation and production expertise from the Bible Society in Lebanon was offered.  For four years, a team of seven Iraqis, with support and encouragement from Fr Yousif, worked together to produce the translation.  A CD-ROM containing illustrations and an audio recording of the text, is also available.






(Source:  Wel-com Newspaper)
ST JOHN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Children….. Part of God’s family.

It is very easy for children to feel left out when adults get together.  This shouldn’t happen at church … but sometimes it does.  We need to work together as a community to make our children really feel welcome.
Here are some suggestions:

1.
Make a point of saying ‘hello’ to the children as well 
as the 
adults.


Some of you are really good at this  -  but it is everyone’s job.


Children are  God’s people too… just smaller and younger.

2.    Adopt a ‘god child’ or two.

             There are usually about 30 children in Sunday School  -  and a 
few more in the creche.  

You can’t hope to know every single 
one  -  so how about adopting one or two as your “God-Child”.  
Make a point to look out for them each week, so that over the years you build up a friend-ship.  Remember many children live a long way from their Grandparents and Aunts and Uncles, you could fill an important gap of another adult who cares.  (PS  The person who acted as my church God-mother hid 
the get away car for our honeymoon.  You never know where the relationship will end up!!!)

3. Take a real interest in their lives.


Some helpful hints:

· How old are you?  Kids are proud of growing up.  Also birthdays are really important to them  - so remember them.

· What school do you go to?  What year are you in?  School is like work for adults  -  it defines them in a particular way.  (To translate Year 1 = Primer 1;  Year 3 = Standard 1;  Year 7 =  Form 1)

· What topic are you doing at school?  These days most teachers organise the reading, writing etc. around one topic that lasts 3-4 weeks.  It might be a science one like the Rocky shore or a social studies one like life in India, or a history one like life in early Wellington.

· What do you do after school?  Many kids have after school activities like dancing, scouts, music etc. and some of them are very enthusiastic about these.

                           Thank you for caring for the children.



From Margaret Galt and your Sunday School team
