





THL KIRK SESSION IN 1913.

Top—Mr J. W. Black, M¥. G. W, Moiice, Mr. F. F. Laurenson, Mr. S. Clarke-Johnsonx, Mr. T. H. Gill
Third Row—Mr. Jas. Mitchell, Capt. H. Johnson, Mr. W, Ramsav, ML A.D Thomson, Mr. A. R. St.one. Mr. John Boal, Mr. J. 8. Butler, Mr. R. B. Snodgrass, Mr, H. W, Kersley
Second Row—Mr. G. P. Glen, Mr. John Mackay, Mr. J. B. Macfarlane, Mr. H. Mainland, Mr. R. T. Caldow, Mr. J. Sclner. Mr. A. Johnsbon Mr. A. P. Smith, Mr. Ad. Howitt
Front RO‘w—Ml. ‘Wm. Hopkirk, Mr. Wm. Allan, Mr. Jas McKerrow, Rev. Dr. Gibb, Myr. J. G. W. Aitken, Mr. M. D. Menelzms. Mzr. Geo. A. Troup




T is not easy to determine the exact Dbirthday of the congregation known at
first ag the Free Church of Wellington, later as the Willis Street Presbyterian
Church, still later as St. John's. If it may be supposed to originate with the
petition addressed to the Free Church of Scotland, and which set forth *the desire
of the petitioners to secure the services of a regularly ordained minister of that
Church,” the date is November 15th, 1851. If the natal hour is fixed by the arrival
of the minister, the Rev. John Moir, the congregation began to be on Tuesday,
November 3rd, 1853, for it was then that Mr. Moir landed in Wellington. His
first services were conducted on the following Sunday, the sixth day of the month ;
but his formal reception by the people and induction into his office by the Rev.
W. Dron, of the Hutt—one of the two Presbyterian ministers in the local field
before him—was not effected till the 17th November. Perhaps this last date
shouldd be recognised ag the formal beginning of the new congregation. In any case the month of November,
1913, sees the completion of the sixtieth yvear of our organised existence. The anniversary which, by resolution of
the Kirk Session, is to be commemorated on the last Sunday of November, is therefore in the customary phrase,
our “ Diamond Jubilee.”

The honour of being the mother church of Wellington
belongs not to St. John’s, but to St. Andrew’s, which started
fourteen years earlier, with the arrival of the first batch of Scottish
immigrants in the * Bengal Merchant.” The first minister of
Wellington was the Rev. John Macfarlane, whose pastorate lasted
only five or six years. The second was the Rev. W. Kirton, who
began his work in 1850. His ministry, like that of his predeces-
sor, does not seem to have been very happy and the dissatisfaction
of the congregation came to a head in hig second year. It took
the form of a petition signed by sixty-nine persons, ‘attested
by Mr. Strang, the Registrar of the Supreme Court and Mr. King,
a lawyer, who forwarded the potition to the Free Church of
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REV. JOHN MOIR.



