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Dear Friends,

As Interin-Modervator, it gives me very great pleasure to write
this note, especially to thank you for the support and encouragement
you have given ne during the past six nonths.

The loss of Mr and Mrs Kinloch at the end of 1974 was a surprise,
and parting with thenm sad, but they went with genuine expressions of
gratitude snd of good wishes for the future. = That they nade a tre-
nendous and devoted contribution to the wellbeing and spiritual nurture
of the people of St. John's is very evident. TWe pray that God's rich
blessing will be with them and in all they gseek to do foa:- our Lord in
Taurﬁnga.

A nusher of things have lnpressed ne in ny assoclatlon w1th 5t.
John's people. There are nany ccrnitted people who continue to give
wise and efficient leadership to the congregation. - Bven though there
is a wide diversity of views amongst those who are actively involved,
it ig clearly evident that a wider and deeper loyalty te the Lord Jesus
Christ prevails, so that the ends of His Kingdonm are of hlghest inport-
ance to all concerned.

One of the strongest impressions I have is of the vigour of the
various groups. What a pleasure it has been to.me to preside over the
annual neetings of organisations, to feel the deep, vital fellowship
that prevails and welcomes everyone into the Church and ite life, 1o
hear the reports of dedicated service being rendered by nmany peoplé,
and to know that , even without the presence of a settled Minister, the
parish is a going concern, committed to Christ's service to bring nen
and wonen wnder the influence of His transforming power. In the nidst
of wnsettled and troubled tines, the fellowship and service of St.
Joln's remains a dominant power in the City to win people from the
darkness of separation from God to the light and joy and peace of
reconciliation with Hin through.Jesus Christ. '

I want to pay tribute to those who have helped nme in so many Wways
snd whose prayers and friendship have sustained me in the nidst of a
busy tine. To the Session Clerk and his wife I owe a special word of
gratitude. They have been a tower of sitrength and support in their
dedicated leadership of the congregation. To the Sesgion and Managers

who have sought to fulfil their tasks, I an deeply grateful. To the
Choir, to Leaders in a variety of activity, to all who have given their
support, I say 'thank you'.
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But what of the fubture? With the’deliberations of the
Board of Nonmination going’quietly shead, we are heoping for

action in the near future, thovgh we can teke nothing for grantéd.;

Both the parish and Presbybtery appointed strong representatives
who have entered. with ability, insight and concern to the seleo-

tion of a Minister with the ability, stature and all-round glfts,;

to give the kind of ‘ministry needed by St, Jom's. Many nay

wonder =t the delay, believing that there are men roadlly avallml'

able to come. ’ We nust not, however, forget the position of the

ninistry today, with nany vacanoies and a shortage of students

for training dictating possibilities in selecting the right nan.
But of course, our chief concern is to find the man of Godls
chooging. ~ We have tried by prayer and the examination of all

the available evidence to find'the rian we would choose, but then

wé have sought the nind of God, and then have nade our:

approaches. In'G:d's tine, we will bring to you our nomlnatianfl

for consideration, but only when we are able to gSay to you g
this is God's ¢hoice 5 we commend hin to youe

In conclusion, may I ask for your prayers, for a continued
seeking for the guldance of the Holy Spirit in 2ll that we seek
to do together, and above all for the splrit of sur. Lord Jesus
Ohrlst to permeate all the life of the parish.

My wife JOlns e lﬂ grateful thanks to you all, and for the

fﬁqrmth of love and frlendshlp which you have shown us.

AR__THUR KITTO

Your InterlnéModeraﬁor :
and Frlend.

Sessioﬁ, in presentlﬁg this Report’ on the activities of St.
John's Church, Wélllﬂgton, glves thmnks to God for the evidsnce of
Hig Guiding Hand,

Thig has been an eventful year, partlcularly with the resigna~
tion of our loved Minister, the Rev. D.T.W. Kinloech, who commenced
a Chaplaincy Ministry at the Tauranga Hospital at the beginning of
February. The prayers, preaching, kindly approach and pastoral care
given to the parish and beyond by Mr Kinloch were of trenendous
blessing. Mr. Kinloch's ninistry to St. John's was of a very specisl
quality and to Mr and Mrs Kinloch and Xay it was hard to say goodbye.
We expressed our thanks at a Congregational Christnas Party and our
prayers are with then in their new sphere of service where Mr Kinloch
is showing to patients, relatives and friends thmt Christ can bring
confort, peace and abundant life.

The parish is under the guidance of our Interin-Moderator, the -
Rev, W.C.A. Kitto, and we thank hin for hig adninistrative abilities,
his care and concern. With the authority of Presbytery a Board of
Nomination was set up to scek a suitable ninister for St. Jom's,

-The congregational representatives are Mesdanmes Milkop and Mortiner,

Ir. Arnold, Messrs Flening, Garrabt, Martin, Robertson and Woods,
Presbytery representatives are the Reves. Best and Yule, Dr.McDowell
and Mr. Morrison. Several neetings have been held and at the present
tine we are waiting to have discussions with a prospective Minjster,
We trust that before long the Board will be in a p051t10n to subnit

a nane to the congregatlon for confirnation.

Mr, T. Noklse, a student for the Mlnlstry, spent his swmer
vaction 'in training! period with St. John's and his visits %o
merbers and the conducting of services was very nuch appreciated.

We have had the pledsure of wélconing to our pulpit the Rev. John
Mzbon, Rev. W. Best, Very Rev. Dr.Tan Fraser, Very Rev, 8.0C: Read

and our InterlmAModerator. - We give grateful thanks and apprec1atlon
for the high standard of their preaching of the Word.

Ten serviees orientated towards Young People have been held ahd
Jession is aware that there is a need for the Youth Group to
partlclpate and lead .such evangelistic services.

Other gpecial services have been for Queen Margaret and Scots
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Spring Flower Sundsy, the Rev,.. John Mpadyeéi, Business Girls'
Assn., Harvest Festival, Wellington East Rotary, the opening
of the 'Orgar Fund Appeal', and the cormissioning .of .the

Rev. Roy McKenzie as General Secretary of The Bible Society:
of N.Z.. Other special observations were World Corrunion

Service, a Carcl Service and special Christnas and New Year
Eve Services, Good.Friday. and an early corrunion: service on
Baster Sunday. : : :

A radio brozdcast servioe,'infwhich nombers_of:Sto Andrewb
joined us, was held on lst Decerber 1974. Turther broadcasts
were cancelled due. to the departure of Mr Kinloch and the
diemantling of the organ for repair work,

Begaion has had a number of changes - Me%srsu Officer and
Bridge resigned when they noved out of the city; Messrs.
Oed and Gilmour are on extended overgeas study, and Ve, H.B.
Smith has been unable to assist due to illness. - To retain
the strength of Session, Dr. John Boyd, and Messrs, Robin -
Ferrier, Bruce Hough and Ken Aickin were inducted on -
15th Decenrber.

The Church Roll shows a small increase of 3 nermbers.
16 were adnitted by Profession of Faith and 29 by Certificate
fron other congrepations. Disjunctiong and removal by demth
and the purging of the Roll totalled 42.

For seventeen years Miss Margaret Bear has been 'Our Owmn
Migsionary?!, and Session warnly thanks the APW for their
congtant concerned interest. Margaret and her work as
Tutor Sister at Jagadhri and Anbala Hbspltals 1n Ind;a,
is commended to your prayers.

Two past nerbers very generously bequeathed genercus
legacies to St. Johts - one for the Organ Appeal ~ and Miss
¥illier gave a handsome plano for use in the Ghurch._ This
gift is in riernory of members of her fanily and ig wvery rmch
appreciated. ‘

We thank our loyal Choir and their Ch01rmaster, Mz Raymond

Wilderspin, for so capably leading our 51nglng, especlally
during this a&ifficult period while the organ is cut of use.

4o

The Tuesday and Thuraday Bible Study groups have not
continued since Mr Kinloch's departure, Lut two house groups
neet regularly and it is understood that another will be
correncing shortly.

- Our loved friends Brmice and Anwyl Fowler have continued to
attend to the preparation of the weekly intinmations; and for this
we give then our thanks and grateful approclatlon.,

During the pasgt year we have been saddened by the 10 g of
rnany valued friends and faithful nenborg of our congregnation.
When last year's Report was presented, we werc all concernad
about Minka Hanskanp and her fellow worker Margaret Morgan who
were then held captive in Thailand.  After nonths withoub news,
we were grieved to learn that these Mission Workers had been
killed by their capbors.’ Our sincere sympathy gees oul to-all
who have lost loved ones, and we give thanks for all that their
friendship and faith and service has nmeant to the Church and
the cormunity.

A "Vaecant" pulpit is o trying experience for any congregatiorn.
There hag been a trenendous spirit of loyalty and co-operation,
Some nanes have been nentioned in this Report, but this does not
exclude all who work quietly behind the sdéenss in so nany ways and
Session expresses to then too 1ts grateful thanks. )

Sesgion now looks ahead to another year and we pray that
God will lead us to do. all those things that are important to
His Church and His people, and leave aside those things that
sxe of no inportance at all. :

George Robertson,
Session Clexks




poard o Managers

The following new nanagers were appointed &t the last-
dnnual Meeting - Messrs. R. Hildreth, D. Mills, G. Tarley,
and Je Wilson. Resignations were received’fron Mr. David
Begas, who was our Secrebary for two yéars, noved to
Lower Hutt. Miss Marion Fowler to Auckland  (Marion
feithfully opened and closed the Ghurch during the woek) ¢
Mr. Michael Hodge to Invercargill, Mr. Andrew Kay to
Scotland and shortly we are to lose Mr. Malcoln Steer to

- Auckland. We express.our thanks to themn for all they
have done for St. John's. :

Mense: By means largely of voluntary labour, rencvations
and-substantial interior redecoration has been undertaken

in the Manse during the vacancy. This will be completed

following consultation with the new Minister and his wife

in due course, : '

Bible Class Roomg: = As a result of damage done during
nelghbouring construction work new gpouting and a‘skylight
~are to be installed by the contractors. This will also
corpensate 1V is hoped,in some neasure for the expected
loss of light due to the height of the building recentiv
conipleted and its proximity to our building. .

Bulldings Generally: Avising out of revised Governnent
valuations, the value placed on the church 1and has brea
increasged substantially. This-could lead *o a proportion-
ate increase in sewerage charges. levied by the City
.Council.

A new conprehensive reinstatenent insurance cover has
been suecessfully negotiated to cover the buildings.

A study is in progress at present as to the pregant use
and future of property and buildings owned by the Church,
inecluding incidentally the Wanse,

3%, John's Involvement in the Cormunity: A cornittee

chaired by Sir Jobn Marshall is considering this question
in depth. It is'vital in any ongoing institution, and no
less in a church, to reappraise the direction in which one
is going and co-ordinate the efforts being made to attain

*

thesc objects to the best advantage. God's work { through St:John's
congregation) in Wellington nust not only be done, and occasionally
be seen to be done, but it rmust be done well and to the best of our

ocllective zhilities and regources.

Pudemet Contributions - Missionsgs The Board receiveq With pleasure
contributions fror the following organisations specifieally for

Missions Afternoon Guild : Birthday Envelopes $392.22
: - Misgion Boxes 88.45

Scott Trust ~ Maowri 30.00
" "~ General 30,00

Guild Funds 3 0502.303

Evening Guild 34.20
Sunday School 80,80
Bible Class _ 1.00.00

- Youth Group 100,00
' $915.00

Boys! Tnatitute: The Board of Managers is entitled to norinate six
representatives on the Managenent Cornittee of the Wellington Boys'
Tnstitute. Our Secretary, who'is alsc the Hon. Secretary of the
Institute Managenent Cormittee, and other representatives report
regularly to the Managers on the Ingtitute's activities. The two
rain features of interest in respect to the Instifute are -
a) that it is operating at peak capacity, and
Ebg it is faced in the near future with either substantial

. regtructuring of its prosent prenises or their abandorment

due to earthquake risk.

Future - ' _ . : : ‘

Very soon, parking of motor vehicles on church‘prope:ty w%ll be
nore strictly policed, following the erection cf suitable sigms
setting forth the consgquence of illegal parking. — ~

Secondly, St. John's, along with every other parish, 18 facing
continually increasing costs - budgeb allocation, stipend,
insurances, naintainence. Menbers are reninded tha?.incomg-related
giving (that is, inoreases in incone result autonatically in
increases in giving) is one solution to this probler.

Appreciation -

The Bosrd extends its sincere thanks to those who keep the %aWns
and church surrounds tidy, the buildings in good usuable repall,
to the ladies who unfailingly provide suppers and neals, and o

helped at all in any way during the year.
everyone Who 11) : 7,3’- y .A.o Go Sherriff.




