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ABSTRACT

The 1and, part town section 168, was purchased by the

trustees of the Free Church of Scotland in August 1854 from
- Rev. Charles Ibbotson of Yorkshlre, for £200.
“The flrst church opened in 1856 was demolished. in 1875

4o make wey for a 1arger structure, destroyed by fire in
”1884. _ :
-The other half of the sectlon was bought from William
fSplnks in 1884, for £1, 500, to accommodate a larger church._
Spinks' cottage was moved back, and Stll¢ stands. ;

'The present church was dedlcated on 11 December, ﬂ885.
Avrchitect: Thomas Turnbull, Builder: James Wilson.
Contract Price: £5,469, Described as "Decorativé-Gothic"'
Built of kauri supplled by Greenfleld and Stewart S sawmlll,
Courtenay Places Co
' & second entrance was added, probably in 1904, at the
requeat of the Wellington Clty Council.  Cost £200 applox-.
imately. In 1920 and 1922 memorial windows were added in
the southern and northern ends of the church respectively.

| In 1853 a memoriél borch was added to commemorate the
centennial of the church. Architect, Malcolm Bennie. _
Builder, Webb and Cree. Cost'ﬁﬂ,582,13aln 1965 a'windbw_'
depicting a carpenter at work was added to the vestibule.
This was the Hartin Memorial. |

| 57'Pip1't.ea Street, Weilington 1, New Zealand



ST JOHN'S_CHURCH, WILLIS STREET, WELLINGTON,

The first Presbyterians in Wellington worshipped at St
- Andrews, then in Lambton GQuay. There is evidence of early
dissension between some of the members of the congregation'
and'their'MiniSter; Reverend,MacFarlane.- The dissension
increased in 1848 and 1849 with the arrival of Presbyterians
from Dunedin who belonged not Lo the Church. of Scotland but
to the Free Church of Scotland.q By 1851 there were enough
dissenting members to ask for a minister from the Free Church.
. In 1851, sixty-nine persons signed a statement to the=
- Free Cﬁurch of Scotland asking Tor a minister to be sent to
Wellington. He was Rev. John Moir, The session minutes
in his hendwriting beginning 1854 nbte that he arrived in
Wellingtbn”on 3.11.1853 and preached his first sermen. in the
Atheneum Hall%. ~1n May, 1854 he recorded the names of the
first elders elected - Mltchell Blythe, Lyon, lMcDonald, Wallace_
and Michael Guin. '

- In August, 1854 a plot of land, described as "part town
-Sectlon 168" was purchased from the Rev. Charles Ibbotson, -
_Yorkshlre, through his New. Zealand agent, C.E. Von Alzdorf,
for a. sum of £200. 5 The other half of the section was-
.purchased by Wllliam Splnks who bullt a cottage on his-
_property. | \ | |

R church to accommodate two - h.undred4 was opened on 3’.8 56
Within ten years it was too small anu was twice enlarged in
1866 and 1871 2. By 1875, the cpngregatlon had decided that .
the first church should be demolished and a new one to seat
600 built on‘ﬁhe_site.' The foundation stone of the second
- church was laid by the Marquis of Normany on 20.6.1875, To
finance the building;.the trustees and Managers of the church-
took out a Mortgage of £1,500 at 8% with John James Williamson
'of Obariu.® The architect of the second church. was Thomas
. Turnbull and the builders, Murdoch and Rose. A'Ménagemeht
_Commlttee report in 1875 states that "The Church was built of
good materials and the work well executed. n?

On 9.5.1884, the second church and schoolroom were
'destroyed_by'fireo A stirring account of the fire was given
in the Evening Post on the same date.g. Described as the most -
disastrous fire since that which. destroyed the Opera House
in Manners Street, the only effects saved were the Americanm
'organ, the . hymn books and notice bpards. © The church_was
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insured for £3, OOO and the schoolroom for £500 w1th the
Northern Insurance Co. According to rumour, before the
embers had cooled, James Smith, a draper and elder, was
running among the crowd of 2,000 onlookers with his bowler
- hat held out, soliciting contributions for a new church

: bulldlng.9 ' | '

To accommodate a larger church and schoolroom it was
decided to purchase from William Spinks the other half
of the section at a price of £1,500.  The original Spinks
cottage which still stands, was shifted back and put to.

use as a residence for the Church caretaker.10_ o

By the time the foundation for the third church was
laid on 14.5.1885 by the Chief Justice, Sir JameS-Preﬁdergast,~
James Smith on behalf of the Finance committee was able %o - |
_'announce that 55 140 had been ‘promised or paid towards the-
_'copt of the new church.-'1 The cost of the building was £5, 469.

The architect was Thomas Turnbull, ‘architect of the General
 Assembly Library and the builder, James Wllson. The kauri

- used in its construction was supplied by Greenfield and Stewart‘
sawnill, Courtenay Place. (James Wilson and Greenfield were '
- both promlnent members of St John's.) The church was descrlﬁed
‘at the time as 'decoratlve Gothlc'qg' The'gothic appearance -
of the orlglnal top parts of the Wlndows are similar to those

in the General. Assembly Library.

- In December, 1885, an organ was ‘donated by James Smithe
'It was built by lMessrs Lewis & Co. of London. James Smith's
' son, A.P. Smith, left a 1egacy of £3,000 for its restoration
in 1949, and the original organ is still in use although
. substantial repair work was carried out in 1950. :

By 1899, more land was needed to extend the Sunday School
facilities in McBonald rescent..' ﬁegetlatlons were enterﬁd
into with the Hnnter famlly te purchase land in thls area.

A minute in the Manager s Book for September 1899 13 refers

to the land as "1 rood, 12 perches which is at present over-run
by fowls and is a rubbish dump." - The asking price was £600.

. Negotiations dragged on until February 1901 when the land was
finally purchased for 'a reasonable sum', iy and a letbter
sent to Mr Hunbter accepting his offer. - Meanwhile Thomas
Turnbull had been instructed to préparé_plansﬁfor the schoolroo
and additions (19,10.4900) and the new rooms were .opened in 1190
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In May 1901 the builder, James Wilson was asked to
 repair the finial on the spire. Thomas Turnbull was
requested to supervise this work.
~ A photograph of the Church in 188515 shows only one

entrance. However when the church was photographed for
the .Diamond Jubilee celebrations 1n 1913,16  there are
clearly two entrance doors. There is no spe01f10 reference
to this alteration in the Church records but there is a
letter to the Town . Clerk ‘dated 1,7, ﬂ90417 about certaln
alterations to the church and schoolroom. Furthermore,
 the Annual Report for 1G04 referred to alterations which ™™
were made necessary by the City Coun01l's regulations for better
egress from public bulldlngs in the case of flre or . panlc. ' |
The work cost over £200. : : |

In 1920, as a memorial to the dead of World War I, Hon.
- de.G.W, Altken_dgggyed two memorial w1ndows at the south end -
of the church'ebeve.the'organ. These w1ndows deplct Jesus
w1th a lamb and Jdesus with a child, 18 : . :
| ' Hon. J.G.W. Aitken, who died in 4921 was the first
1a§man to be moderator of the Presbyterian Church in New
Zealand and as a memorial to him, three stained glass W1naows
. were . installed at the northern end of the church. The
wlndows depict the story of the Good Samarltan.'_ They were
.-dedlcated in 15.7. 1923 19and the stalned glass relnforced
in November 1946. _ : : : _

In 1935, as a memorlal to the Se351on Glerk ¥.De Menelaus,'
an oak commurion table was built .for the church. The oak,
which was imported from England, was constructed by Alexander .
Martin from a design by Gray Young.20 The carving was done
by C. Styles of VWellington,

- A% the same time a lectern was built by Alexander

‘Martin as a memorial to Alexander ﬂopklrk.z1 o

In 1953, to mark the centennisl celebrations of the
chureh,it was decided to use moneys bequeathed by Mrs Grace
Meuli to build a memorial porch. - A tender for the work from
Webb and Cree for £1382. 10 was accepted and the work putb in
hand. ez The architect was Malcolm Bennie, ' The porch was
erected in timber and re-used many of the existing ornaments?5°
'_At the same time memorlal windows representlng the contribution
made by the women of St John's were installed in the veutlbule.
These windows show a woman washlng Jesus' feet and the women

‘at the empty tombs i.e. service and éevotlon.'g4
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Windows in the memorial porch show St John the Apostle and 5%
Johﬁ the L&ptLSto

in 1954 the church heating was completely renewed and all
windows reglazed at a cost of 2448, The cabbage trees along the
eastern boundaﬁy with Willis Street were cut down and replaced
bty pobutukawaso _

The wooden P¢lem under the steeple were rep;aced in 1957
and mork begun on replllng the Church. This was comp1eted in
’1958° Some borer treatment had to be carried out at this time.

~In 1959 the dark stain was removed from the pews which are
now their origiral 'kauri’ colours . By 1960 the windows of. the
church had.been.reglazed and the memorial windows in the front
vestibule completed During this year a Bullding Fund was
established to provide for the eventual replacement of some of
the wooden buildings.-

‘ A window tc the memory of Alexander and Sarah Martin was
constructed in 1965 in the west wi ing of the church vestibule.
The window depicts a carpenter at work with his tools of trade.
Alexanaer hartln built the oak communion table and the oak,lectern,
the lenelaus end Hopkirk memorials.

As a result of the Wahine. storm in Aprll 1968 the church
steeple suffered afracture and remedisl work had to be earrleﬂ
out. In the same year, infra red heaters were installed'in'the_
church. The next year a vehicular eptrance from Dixon Street
Was_providedﬁ In 1970 the pews in the lower level of the church
were chshioned. | o |



_ .ocial Irvortance: 7
When St John's was built for the third time, the Te Aro

area was the commercial centre of Wellington.  The church

" reflects the- erpandlng prosperity of the early Wellington

-businessmens Thelr early struggles were ‘mirrored in the small
" first churc¢h. With the entrenchment of their business interests
'_eeme'the'second church which was much more substantia1025' By
the 1880's these businesses were so well established that the.
congregation of S5t John s was able to commission mhomas murrbull

to design the present, impressive structure.

Although faced with the continuous problem of populatlon
- movement to the outer suburbs, St John's has remained the place .
of worship for many families who- have a long association with
the Church.  4s well as commercially prominent families such
as those of James Smith (who still ‘belong to the ehurch), R,
Hannah and John Klrkcaldle, St John's was the church chosen by
- many publlc servants. The Young Mens' Bible Class founded by
- Sir George Troup attracted many Government cadets and over the
'ryears those who worked 1n uelllngton tended to remain church
members. , RS '
_  ‘The church is a prosperous one. Tn'1897 a Vieitation
- committee called it "wealthy and prosperous 26' In 1911 the
commitbtee wrote that 5% Jonn's affalrs were" healthy and eatlsfact—

Oy There were 700 members on the communion:- roll whlle attendance

at public worship reached 1,000, 'Seven Bible Classes were in
ocperation. These. were the peak years for church attendance,

when Dr Gibb was mlnlster and there was even some talk of enlarging

~the church because the seatlng accommodation of 800 was inadegqusa +e.'

But the same enthusiastic committee also noted that there was

2 grav1tat10n of members towards the suburbs which was reflected.
in the decllning numbers of children attendlng Sunday School. .
‘Thls outward spread of Wellington's population had led to the
formation of ?resbyterlan Churches by St John's meumbers in
Newtown, 1880, Brooklyn 1904, and Kelburn, 1908.

St John's played a 51gn1f1cant part in the soc1al structure-
of early Wellington, = For the middle classes its schoolroom was
a venue for concerts, meetings, educational getherings, district
socials, evangelical services, temperance gatherings, debates
and literary groups. In the 1890's there was even a football
tean whleh used the hall for practice on Wednesday even1ngs°27

Before a tea meetlng to ralse:bulldlng funds in December, 1885



the Secretary of the Management Committee wrote to the Police
”“askiﬂg for a bonstable to be present because "Last year a gang of
larrikins from Quin Street gave a great deal of annoyance and -
stole a quantlty of articles belonglnc to the caterer.“28
Thls indicates that alt wough St John's was prosperous, it was in
an area where there were people in the poorer socio-economic groups.
By the 1880's the congregaticon was taking an active interest in
the children 0. these families. ~ J.G.W. Aitken and W. 4llan
organised. classes for the boys of poor families and thls became
the Boys' Imnstitute. St John's ran the Instluute for manf—ygmrs
and the Y.M.B.C. raised morey.for-# building which was opened
in 1907. The first secretary, Carl Colemus was appointed'ands
paid by the St John's session. |

During the same time, the women in the congregation became
involved in schemes of practical aid for those in need in the'
':parlshn The Dorcas s and Visiting Society was formed to prov1de

-_'garments for the elderly, orphans and the children of the poora

- In 1892, when a former church member died in pover+y, the Soc;ery

 raised a subscription for his famlly s needs and invested a sum
of money for them.29 In 1895, the Soclety asked Session for

_ "pecunlary assistance", the money to be used for the poor of the

. congregation. - .This was happening at a time when St Jobn_s_was_
'8till in debt because of 1ts new buildings.- i .
B In 1902, these women asked Session to app01nt a oaid fenale
| mi531onary to help people in the area, They undertook to collect’
£50 of her yearly salary 1if the church would finance the other 40,
In 1904, the Session gave permission for the Dorcas 3001ety to.
use funds %o assist the needy outside the congregation and the
first female missionary or deaconess, Miss Lilian Lang, was | _
app01nted in 1905. She was followed by two further deaconesées
but when Miss Nora Dick resigned in 1915 there was a lapse of |
_thirty'years-before Miss Nessie lorgan's appbintment in 1945°

She filled the position between 1945-1949 and 1951~ 1959. _There
is no deaconess at the present time,

The Mothers' Club was founded by lMiss Lang in 1806 %o help
the mothers of poorer boys, especially those who belonged to the
Boys' Institute. During the 1920's and the depression of the
19%0's this group was particularly active.” 20 They met fortnlvhtly
and mothers could purchase cheap second-hand clothes at reasonable
prices; During the depression of the 193C's this work was widened
to include other members of the.congregationo An inter-church .

committee was set up to work with the Mayor's Relief Fund for



for the needy of the'Te'Aro flat area.' The Women's Essociation
and the Bible (lasses assisted with the distribution of relief.
- One.member of the ccngfegation bought two pai:s of boots which

~ he asked to be given to someone'in_need.Bq There were aiso
many sales of work. | : ' ‘

The Mothers' Club folded up in 1942 when the women in the
church became preoccupied with knitting for soldlers and 1ater,'
collecting food parcels for Britain and. “urope.

Although the sorts of needs catered for by the act1v1t1es
of the &t uohn s women in these early organlsatlons are Nows
covered by the Welfare State, the annwal accounts for 1968-69
include a "Fund for Special Family Assistance", one item being
"flool for cardigans". | | |

Church members now concentrate on providing community
services for the inner city area. _‘plubs aimed at helping
the elderly “and @EEDyoung have been-run for almost twenty years.
"Saturday Night at Eight" is a club_for the elderly while the .
Sﬁnday Afternoon Club provides a meetirg place'for young pebylé
away from home. . In 1968 the younger members of the comgregat— _
flon began a club- for lonely, elderly people at two o'clock
on Saturday afternoons. Troup House, which 1nﬂludes Splnhs
Cottage, prcv1des hostel accommodatlon for young men who come
to Welllngton to stuay or work. ' '
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Historical Impor*ance-

5t John's reflects hlstorlcally the inner clty area wnere
it was dbuilt. The names on the memorial tablets on the walls
are those of men well known in early Wellington - the Kirkcaldie
family, James Smith and his son A.P. Smith, William Hopkirk,
Sir George Troup. o : |

S5t John's has not been assoc1ated Wlth any great hlstor cal.
event, although in December, 4,18 it was used as. an emergercy
hospital for  two WGQKS during the 1nf1uenza epidemic. uerv1ces
‘went on as usual - in the Towp Hall. :

During the late 1920's and early 1930's, when J.R. it
Blanchard WaS mlnlster, the church enjoyed a measure of

vice- regal and government patronaae, - Eon. J.G. Coates was a
member of the congregation and his w1fe-eften:openea sales of
work., In 1925 there was a service to mark the opening of
Parliament and these continued i 1931, 1932, 1933 and 1934, _
At the 1934 service the lesson was read by the Governor—General_
.and the 'Dominion' reported that mlSS ‘Jean Batten was also
_present, together with the Prime henlster, Mir Forbes, and the
Hon. J.G. Coates.52 ' The same paper reported the attendance
_ef'the vaernor—@eneral at a service in 1926, From 1929 until -
the late 1030 s the evening service from 5t John's_was broadcast
'every eight weeks. . . SR o '
' ‘The members of St John S have not been famous but many have
~ been well-known.  The Hon. J.G. Coates was not the only
' politician to belong to St John's. Fon: J.G.U. Aitken was a
fpromlnent member in the early part of the century and the
Present Leader of the Opposition, hono-J R, Narshall hds Deen
_.an elder since 1950, _ _ |

The business families like the Kirkcaldies and James Smith
(founders of these firms both being directors of the Manawatu -
Railway Co.), Valter Turnbull, father of Alexander Turnbull who
lived near the Kirkcaldies in the select area of Upper Willis
- Street and R. Hannah were all church members. 'Although Robert '
- Hannah lived at Khandal%;h he came to £t John's eacheSunday.'
‘health, being carried. up Dixon Street ezch Suﬂday morning by
two retainers. L

& present church member”” remembers Lir Zannah, theh in ailinT

There were Well-knownePublic Servants £00, ~James LicKerrow,
a former head of the Lands and Sﬂrvey.Departmentg Walter Reid,
Solicitor-General; A.D. Howitt, Chief Draughtsman for the
New. Zealand Railways; N.S. woods,,Secretary‘for Labour; T.E.



Gill, Chief Inspector of Secondary Schools; . Gray, Principal
of Wellington Teachers' Training College in the early years
of the 20tk century and Captain Johnson, Harbourmaster about
the same time.

The part owner of Wellington's first independent newspaper,
T.%W. McKenzie, was an elderof S8t Jobn's for many years. Two -
Mayors of Wellington were among the more prominent of 5t John's
members, Hopn. J.G.W. Aitken, layor from 1804-02 snd a founder
of the Boys' Institute. 4&nd Sir George Troup, founder of
the Young ilen's Bible Class and layor from 1027-31, best _g
remernbéred in Wellington. for thse Carillon and his efports ﬁo
have the Domihion Museum establishede

The Ministers of St John's often took a leading part

in COmmuhity affairs and often tried to influence parliapentary
_thlnklng on cer@ggg issues. - Although there is'a.street '
‘named for hlm,5 the Rev, John Moir had little time to spare
for community 1nterests as his term as_?lrs+ ninister was
a difficult one due to dlSSéDSlOn arong the. members._

" However, as the population of Wellington began to grow
and the members of St John's began to be more prosperous, the
- second Ministef; Rev.‘JameS'Patersoﬁ, was able to give nore
 time to public affsirs. Like his predecessor, James Faterson -
came from Scotland. . In his diary he records his first meeting
with his congregation 1n 1868 and found them "a highly respect-
able congregation - generslly llberal“af' He became a Fellow
of the University of New Zealand, & member of the Wellington
Fducation Board and a member of the Board of Governors of
Wellington College. - In 1896 he strongly supported Bible _
readings in Schools and urged his congregation to vote "Yegh
36 In 1899 he wes urging them to
vote "Prchibition" at the local option poll because of the
"great evils arising out of the drink tr aff&c"?7 In 1002
a letter was sent to the approprlate aut orities protesting
against the running of trains, trams and steamers on Sundays
In 1904 after his retirement, Crump Street was reramed Paterson
Street in his honovraf‘

. Dr Gibb, his successor, was one of the more famous. Pres*y-
' tsrian ministers in New Zealsnd and becane almost a legend in

- at a pational referendun.

28

his own lifetime. He was'inqtru;ehtal in founding Queen
kargaret's and Scots vOLlegeS &5 well as an oryhanage for
children in 4e111ngtona
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During his ministry the pulpit was drs ped in black to mark the
deatn of Richard John Seddon. In 1912 Dr Gibb sent a letter
of protest to the Minister of Defence over. the Sunday parade
at Trentham, especlally "target finding" and recelved a promfﬁ
and sabtisfactory answer. :
In April 1913 the city was canvassed in support of a nation-
wide petition for Bible in Mchools. A petltlon containing the
 signatures of 133,000 people was presented to the Government.
in May, 4,445. Letters were sent to the Government in 1616
-supporving the six o tclock closing and urging a mere rigorous
inspection of films because of the film "Intolerance" In
1918 the government was written to about liguor SQles and
the closure of public houses during the'-I-’eac:e'Celebx‘aﬁ:ioms.L-VI
After the'war, Lr Glbb s publlc interests were centéered in the
| League of ﬁatlona. _ _ - _ ; o
o The fourth hlnlster, ¥r Bl aﬁchard,'tobk a ‘keen interest
in'public affairs. . During hlslministry,'the Prime_minister
‘was approached'about'gambling, free kindergartens (a petition
for which was placed in the church,, unemp103ment and temperance.
Mr Blanchard was Dominion preqldent of the New Zealand Alliance.
Later Ministers Qontlnued the;r 1nterest in publlc affairs..
The present Minister, D.T.W. Kinloch listed his outside interests
in “the Annual QePOrt'for 1970‘-'“Scots'Ccllege Board of Goverpors,
" Hon. President of the Boysd Instltute, Vlctorla House VWomen's
Hostel Committee, Fational oclety on Alccholism, Internatlonal-:
Relatlons Committee and the Inner Clty Commlttee, among. others.”
_ Thesenlnterests are not very different from those of the
fMiniéter_when the present church'was.built;'Rev;'Jémés_Paterson.



Architectural Importance:

Architecturally, 5t Jobn's is a. good exanple of Thomas -
"Turnbull's gothic style seen to the best advantage in the
General Assembly Library. In "Architecture in New Zealand,

- 1920-1970! tacpoole and @Saveﬁ describe it as "blgger, more"
assured and better sited" than St Peter's d951gned by Turnbull
five years earller.45 _

It is also & good example of the workmanship of James
‘Wilson the early Wellington builder who built the recently
'demo?ished Chief Fost Office%4 Wilson was for many years an
 elder of St John's. : L | -

Althoubh St Peter's looks 51mllar,'ut John's is qulte
unlqueo The Jubilee Souvenlr Booklet 1913 4o page 19 sajs
. that because it was built of wood it was "less imposing than
some of the churches in the South, yet probably the finest of
its kind in the Dominion.™ _ .

The orlglnal kauri exterior is well 1ooked after and
-~ the interior is in excellent COﬂdlthBo :
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Conclusions ard Recommendations: _ :
St Jehn's is classified as Class B. It has a communion

roll of over 400 and the excellent condition of the church -
shows that the congregation regard it with some pride.  There
seems ‘little likelihood of its being demolished. The land is
exenrpbted from Sectlon 11%7 of the Publlc works Act 1908047

. én ambltlous scheme was approved in principle by the helllng-
ton Citvy Council in 106¢. This called for the replacemept
of the. present Sunday uChOOl and Bible Class bulldlngs with

a five- storeyed'bommurlty centre" type building. It was
not proposed to demolish the churcn but the cottagé, known
..as oplnks Cottaée, which is part of the Troup House hostel _

- would have to be derwolished to make way for the new “building.:

A report on the cottage is attached as a separate Appendlx T. .

It is a well—preserved -example of early Yiellington domestic
archltecture and has some historicsl interest. '

It is recommended that the present 013551flcat10n on
 St Johns_stand and that Spinks Cottage be c13551f;ed as Class 1D,

[
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