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HISTORICAL NOTES

YO

Preshyterian Service Ina.ugumte‘d

Wellington Surveved ’

Congregation {now St. _Tohn s} furmed services held in Athenaeurm ..

Rev. John Moir Inducted ... -
Arrived in. Wellington on Nav. Srd 1853 i the “]'ohn Taylor™.
Preached Tirst Sermon in Athenacum Nov 6th, 1853,

In the Congregational Chapel in Woodward Strth on 17th Nov,
1853 he was received as the pastor of the Free Church of Wgtuu

Sunday School opened ... )

First Session and Deacons’ Court. constﬂuted R

First Communion Service

I‘HS(Eh(_,liHILh opened (accommodate 200) “Wllhs Street VPreshyterian

ur L (1 .- - . - J— — -

First Church enlarp:ed

Rev. fohn Moir .retired . e

Number of Members on Commun

Rev. fames Paterson Inducted -

Chuarcehi further enlarged and re- opened “for pubhc worshlp [

Mt, Cook Branch 'Sunday School first opened in Francis Place ..

First Service in Wadestown by Rey., Fames Paterson ...

Foundation Stope of Second Church laid by Marquis of Nor mauby,
Governor of New. Zealand

Second Church (front. Willis btreet) upenr:d (accommodatmn, (:UO)

Baud of Hope first {ormed—menibership,

Mission started at Newtown, now St James, uuder “Mr. Robert
Hopkirk .. - - o -

Manse erected, Woalcombe Street |

Church Praise introduced ... - .

Second Church destroyed by fire ... I

Sunday School Building, Dixon Street, upcned

Foundation Stone, present Church, laid by Sir James P1endergast
Chiel Justice of New Zealand ..

Present Church opened (accommodate 90(})

Organ_iustalled in Church

The DBible Class Movement, now so genem]ly established in con-
nection with the various denominations throughout New Zealand,
had its origin in_the Class formed by Mr. Geo. Trnup {latﬂ
Sir George Troup) in connection with St John's _.

Young Men’s Bible Class Room opened .

Extension of Sunday School Bulidmgs in Macdonald Crescent

Rev, James Paterson retired . .

Rev. James Gibb, InD,, inducted .

Services instituted at Brooklyn by Mr, }nhn Re1th (now ‘Calvin Ch)

Individual Communion Cups “first uqed

New Church Praise adopted .

St Joha's Memorial . Hostel o;:ered

Memorial Window. to soldiers whe feli in the Grcat War, 1914-18,
unveiled

Memorial Window in memory of Hon. _] "G.W. Aitken uuvelled

Rev. James Gibb, 1.1, retired - o

Rev. J. R, Hlanchaxd B.A., “Inducted .

Present Manse elr:l:tt‘d 9 Wai-te-Ata Road .

Young Men's  Bihle Class Parlour opened ..

Mural Brass Tablcts to Revs, J. Moir, J. Iaterson, Dr, } (_.1bb, and
Mr, M. D. Menelans; New Oak Communion Table; Memorial
Chairs to Messrs, M. D, Mcnelau‘;, Al IIopkark and. W, Allan,

Church Hymnary adopted . .

St. John's Memorial Hostel closed -

Mural Brass Tablet and. Memonal Lt:ctcru to’ Mr. W, Hopkrr]\ .

Roll: 67

Senior Y.M.I.C. jnbilea-. .. s

Rev. }J. R. Blanchaid, 13, A accepted call to Suot 5 Chmch Aclclaidc
Tand left New Zealand & . e e

Rev. f. Gibson Inkster, B Asy Dy e

Rev'- P, Gladstone Hughes, B.A., Tnducted ...
Golden ]ubllec—bemor Y. W.B.C.

Choir gowned

Basement Parlour tuusfcxmcd ta Fellow:hlp Room
Rev, P. Gladstone Hughes, B.A., retired

Rev, William P. Temple, M, A B.h., Tnducted .
Memorial Plaque to the memory of the late Mr, A.
Memorial Plague to the memory of the late Sir Georg‘c Troup unveiled
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Srmth unveiled .

1839
1840
¢th Nov,, 1833

6th Nov., 1853

1853
4th June, 1854

Sth June, 1834 |

3lst Aug., 1856
. 1866

#h July, 1867
1848

26th Nov,, 1868

17th May, 1871.

0tk June, 1875
12th Dec., 1875
1875

1879

1880

1884

Sth May, 1884
Nov., 1884

14th May, 1885
6th Dec., 1885
18806

1888

1896

1902

1903

2th Aug., 1903
1904

1904

1916

1919

1920
1922
1926
17th Mar., 1027
1928
14th Dec., 1831

1935
1637
1937
Sth Dec,, 1937

1538 -

31st Aug., 1939
Sept., 1939-

May, 1940

. "May, 1940
Oct., 1942

26th Nov,, 1944
14945

Oct., 1947

28th Oct., 1948
8th July, 1951
May, 1952

" MINISTER:

REV. WILLIAM TEMI'LE, M A, B.1,
The Manse, 9 Wai-te-Ata Road, C.2. Telephone 46- -492,

ASSISTANT-MINISTER:

REV. F. H. LIFFITON, B.A, T.H.Dip,
Y.M.CA, Willis Street, C.1.

DEACONESS:

SISTER NESSIE MORGAN
63 Pirie Street, C4 Telephone 55-236.

PASTORAL _LETTER

My dear bnends,

Not long ago a_visiting Mmlstcr said to me: “It’s always a joy to.
me to preach in St John's, There's a warnith about the comgregation
which waris the preacher’s heart” On the heels of that remark came
a letter after a rccent broadcast scrvice. The writer said: “T have
been listening to thesc.services for eighteen months and have nat
heard any so good for making the listeners feel part of the service!
Granted, other people could say the samec things about other Churches:
or say very different things about ns! But here are two people at least
who want to pay us that tribute, and both of them remind us of two
simple, basic facts, The frst iy that cvery service is a united offcring
tc our Heavenly Father made by preacher and people, Worship is
one great way in which we prove our “togetherness” as brothers and
sisters in Chlirist. And the second is that when we do come lo-
gether to worship in “the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit”, other people
C’ll‘it ]1elp feeting warmed and enfolded in our ‘“logctherness in
(IO . B .

Tlnt ingethemess has been well tested over the past year. IFor
me, the highlights in the picture have been the very gallant response
Vou made to the challenge of a heavy financial task; and also what
we have experienced in these house-meetings whcre we have sat down
together with our Rilles on our lknees, There is hope and therc is love
still living in a congregation when cur faith Louches our pockets, and
moves us to gallier round the Book, My prayer is that many more of
us will experience these two movements of the Spirit hefore another
year comes to its close,

We ask a special remembrance from the Vather for those -of you
who have been called to face sorrow, illness, or bercavement in these
days. The Master’s school has many class-rooms; and sometimes He
has 1o move us into ancther, more testing, class-room, becausce He
wanls us to learn someé new lesson about Tlis Grace which He cannot
teach us anywhere else. Whatever lies ahcad for us in the coming
days, may we walk and talk with Him,

“Unto Him that is able to guard you from stumlﬂmg, and to set
you hefore the Presence of His glory without blemish in eaceeding
joy, to the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, #c
glory, majesty, dominien, and power, before all time, and now, and
for ever more.” .

Yours in the Fellowship,
WILLTAM 1", TEMPLE,



St. John's Afterncon Guild:
Hon Presidents: Rev, W. P. Temple and Mrs. Temple.
President: Mrs, Gladstone Hughes. -
Vice-Presidents: Mrs. T. . Corkill, Mys, A, 1. Smith.
Secretary: Mlbb C. E. MacKenzie, 60 RKelburn DParade, W.1.
"Phone 26- 718,
_S_I:. John's Evening Guild:
Hon. President: Mrs. W. P, Templec.

Active President: Mrs, E. Thomison. ’ :
Vice-Presidents: Mrs. J. I Long and Mrs. N. G, Robertson,
Secretary: Mrs. D, ] Bridge, Kelburn Parade, W.1, "Thone 41-834,
Senior Young Men’s Bible Class and Institute:

Leader: Rev. F. H. Liffiton.
Secretary Mr. Rowiand Woods .38 Hanuon St, 8W.1. Phone 50- 497.

Senior Young Women's Bible Class:
Leader: Miss Ruth Moses, 44 Pirie St., E.4.

Secretary: Miss Coleen McKain, ‘bduuew Chuuh St. 'Phone 43-227,

- Intermediate Girls’ Brblg Class:
Leader: Misgs IO M. Grant, Aurora Terrace, C.1,

Junior Girls’ Bible Class:

Leader: Sister Nessic Morgan.
Intermediate Young Men's Bible Class:
Leader: T. Page, AN.Z. Bauk, Featherston Street,

' Boys' Brigade Company: - -
Captaini Mr. R. G Dell, 424a Evans Bay Road.
Chaplain: Rev, W, P, Tempie.
Fieutenant: 1D, Mence.

Life Boy Team:

Leader in Charge: Mr, R, G. Dell, 4244 Evans Bd) Road.

- Chaplain: Rev. W, I’ Temple.
Leaders: Misses 1. Johnston | and D. G ]M}I)y
‘Girls' Life Brigade:

Ca.ptaln Miss J. W, Fullarton, 59 Hawker Street, C4
Chaplain: Rev. W. P. Temple.
_ Lieutenant: Miss T, J. Cunliffe.

Warrant Officers: Miss A, R. Carley Miss A, Leung Wai, Miss' j R.
. Fowler,

Cadet Leader: Miss F. . (,unliffc 38 Bruce Ave., SW.1.
" Cadet Helpers: Miss J. 1. Fowlcr Miss M. Hcott
Drama Group;
President: Mr. ). J. Bridge.
Secretary: Miss K. M. Grant.
After-Church Social Hour:

Miss ] Hanchet (Convener), 12 Pmokiyn Téuacc, = Wl
"Phone 51-485, -

Boys’ Institute Management . COmmlttee

St. John's Church Representatives: Messrs, R, Johnstone, T, Cole
J. IMunter; Llan Rodgers, W. Kraft, M. Snadden.
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SESSION’S REPORT

Session again records its gratitude to our Father in Heaven for the
services of our Minister, the Rev. W. PP, Temple, who not only in the
pulpit but also in personal service has led us all to see mors clearly
God's wondcrful love -and purpose for each, During the year Mr.
Tetnple gave hisg sevcnth series of 1the Wednesday. night lecturcs, the
theme this year being “The Apostle’s Creed”. All those who were able
to attend were greatly inspired and blessed. -

An innovation at St John's was the appmutment of an Asszstant
Minister in the person of the Rev, I\ H, Liffiton. Mr. Liffiton com-
menced his duties at the end of 1)34 and it very soon I)C(ldl'ﬂe evident
that he has cxceptional gifts as a Youth Leader. His services as leader
of 'the Y.M.B.C., in the pulpit; and i11 many other ways ‘have been
greatly dpprecmlcd

Scssionn also records its greal appreciation of the services rendered
by our Deaconcss, Sister Nessic Morgan, whose cfforts have brought
considerable relief to our Minister in 1).-19101'{] worle. Sister Nessie has
not spared herself, and her cfforls have brought relief and consohllon

* to many of our folks in their sickness or sorrow.,

The Session Reoll now stands at 24, The effective Cominunion Rell,
as at 30th June 1933, was 380, an increase of three over the urevious
yvear., Admissions (lurmgD the year by profession of faith oumbered
19, and by certificate 34 Removais by disjunction werg 27, and by
death or purging ol the roll 23. The average attendance at the four
quarterly Connnunions was: 'Members 270, visitors 44, total 314 There
were 10 bdptlsms during the year. :

Session again records its warmest appreciation of the splendid scr-
vices rendered by all those willing follk who so capably carry on the
work of (he various organizations, and particularly those who teach
in the Sunday Scheol and lead the Bibie Classes and Boys™ and Girlg’
Brigades, We pray that God’s richest blessings will he on them all in
their labours,

Our warmest. sympathy goes out to all members who have suffered
bereavement during the year, and we would especially commend them
Lo the comfort and ¢are of our Heavenly Father, .

We thank our Heavenly Father for all His mercies to us during the
past year, and we pray for His guidance in the days that lic aliead.

BOARD OF MANAGERS

Dmmg the yvear Mrs, A, Harvie, Mr, W, Prym, and Mr. F. C. Wade
resighed fromt the Board, leaving the Board with twenty-two members,

Thé Church Property réceived a’'good deal of attention during the
year, and al the time of w11t1ng the following works had been carried
out: Repapefing and rcpainting the cottage throughout, repairs fo the
foundations, and an improved kitchenette provided; renewal of spouting
and (lown]npcs in capper; repairs to foundations & B.C. TOOMS ) @ NCW
toilet-in the Church; 'a retaining wall at the west side of the h'ﬂl, and
repairs at the Manse, :

The Glover Memorial Entrance fo the Church was completed in the

smain  during. the year, including relining the walls and ceiling of the

existing veslibule and laying new linoleum,. Consideration is being given
te the provisidn of suitable furniture in the vestibule as part of thc
memgrial, -

St. John's Bible Class Institute, o i)c provided pdltl\« by a gift flom
the. Troup family and koown as the “Troup Trust”, will form an
addition te the existing classroom. It is cxpccled‘ﬂ'lat the work will
be put in hand during Septemher. :



The Church Officer, Mr, Robert Kelly, resigned in June, 1953, to take
up other employment. 1t has nol yet been possible to make a new
appointment. Members of Church orpanizations and others have done
splendid work in carrying out cleaning work amd the removal of
unwanted materials. The Board is very much -indebted to all these
willing workers, ' .

Organ Renovations and Improvements are now in hand, thc cost
being provided by a bequest from the late A, P, Smith.

. Bequests were made daring the vear by the late Mr. Robert Fleming,
Mr. Ad. Howitt, Mr. Kennedy,  Miss Atkins, and by the Marchhanks
and Howden estates. . ’ . o

The 1955 Fair, held on Friday, 27th May, providéd a demonstration
of what can be aclhieved by wholehearted co-aperatiocn by Church
organizations. The one-day Tair realized the net amount of £777, and
the Board expressed its sincere appreciation of the cfforts of ail who

“helped. - .

New Life Fund contributions during the year amountcﬁ to.£377/14/9,

bringing the total to date to £3,944/14/10. The amount of £1,585 ig still -

required to reach our gquota, and further steps arc to be taken.

In accordance with the decision of the last Annual Mecling, legacies
bequeathed for the general purposes of our Church, together with
accuntulated Interest, were withdrawn from.the Endowment Fund and
formed a Special .Reserve Fund to be used as directed by the con-
gregation, Approval was given in March last for g withdrawal up to
£500, and #498 was spent on urgent Luilding worls,

We were asked to raise £821 as cur share of the Mission work of
General Assemblv, We provided almost £810, and are asked to find

£800 during 1955-56.

The ordinary receipts exceedod the ordinary revenuc by £122/12/6, due
mainly to the cxcellent result of the Fair, This balance, however,
will not be suflicient to tover the cost of repair work authorized hefore
the end of June and completed later,

CHOIR

Rell: The Roll at the close of the vear was 18—sopranos 14; altos,
two; tenor, ene; and bass, one,

Choral Work: Owing to reduction in membership, we have Deen
unable to do_very mnch in this respoct, At a ‘congregational farewell
to Miss Brodie the Choir sang a bracket. of carols from “The Oxford
Book of Carols”, and solo items were rendered by Mrs, Haggitt and
Miss Curtis. At the onening of the. General Assembly held in St. John's
last November, we had the pleasure of singing once again My, Temple’s
“Hymr for a Church Centennial”, At a pre-Christmas’ service we sang
a number of carols. - : : ’

Sacial: T December last Choir practice was -held at the home of
Mr. und Mrs, Canon, and while partaking of a dainty supper we thanked
Mrs, Haggitt for her long service in the Clieir, and wished her wel
in her- approaching marriage. The Choir were present at her wedding
service, atd a weele luter were present at the wedding of Miss Margaret
Gregory. During February this vear. at a function in the Fellowshin
Room, we wished God-speed to Pearl Drodie on her fortheoming visit
averseas, and also regreifully accepted the resignation of Miss Jean
Curtis from the Choir. We were sorry also to lose the services of
Mrs, Nocline Rolinson, our wardrobe mistress.

Life Members: At cur Aunual Meeting in August, 1954, we were
pleased to elect Mr. and Mrs, R: E. Pumflrey life members in recogni-
tion of their hard work and devotion (o the Choir. )
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y i ret learn of the
- ¢ and Church members will regret to n of the
pagnl.i?llé c:]flelv[lll-).c? Sl.nl’ope, for many years a life-member of .LI_]E Cl_loui
1555 Fair: The Choir was responsible for the jams and ;11{:§<,1'es fltci]d
at the Tair, A pre-Tair social evemng.and Bring and Buy \AlilS held
'(11 the home of Mrs, Highet and a similar function in the Feﬁo“i‘ 11
rRonm. These efforts, together with donations and sales at the Fair,
totalled £54/1/7. - '
We would make a strong appeal to all who could possibly help in
the singing to join our ranks. .

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN'S MISSIONARY UNION

The 1954 session of this year's weork centred on pre_parzgltioq‘ f{éll-_ca;g
Annual Conference of the Union, which was held in tl. -{)?ul an(\i
Church, Wetlington, dufing November, and" proved a very hely
inspiring (i g cnded.
inspiring time for all who atient . L .

St John's peaple responded most generously with donations and the

giving of hospitality to both Conference and Assemhly delegates, Qur

President, Mrs, TTughes, _arlj-f\:lx}ge(lj E;?:ilqtiﬁl(‘i \t;;i ;Il_ggesrpql;g?ty_q%?isgngﬁ
i:gyir'm;:;(llbeorui)[Sflclgel;}:;%fémbl??s /—\Orm‘ngel’nents Comuuittec under the
atrms i r, Temple, ) .
Chf)‘:ﬂ::s?ﬁg ())rfei\l/T we losll' four valued mcmbcrf; by ]dcat']]l:bll\‘idlllfls lﬁt}(alil;::
who for it yea_rs‘ ser\"cdl l)};llstfl";ilr‘lsgilslzgrwﬁ;fis; ]ﬁlagréhbanks, whose
ﬁﬁféf , ::Fl?lb g»;lelzltlﬁ]etell)(érlsg(rlk&i;r gwc}: 1n%s§t\'$:;yhm‘l;llu)cht,h gdgisgﬁ)snt}{]:;n?}zﬂsgf,
hh/f;;;sti'llzli;gZ;:,(l mﬁg,n?;oﬁgh t!flllal{ 1me‘ d‘t;gmne yelalrls'-al“Jgﬁ'grS(nl::O:l;l[)gi'[;ﬁ Jogmjchu
?éllilflz}e\(;'tﬁl[(])g:ﬂfll): J::Z:!ll;:;,lg:‘;ﬁrlhg{)\frzf:;:l;‘e;s;l]i'l({](l.)el?clige(l upm‘i to h.eip our
W_O\’;\]?(-: extend to the relatives of these members, and zlso t? thase of our

number who have lost dear ones, cur very. sincere sympathy.

Membership: There are 43 active I_nembcrs on ’5115: :1011 a?fuklg
honorary members, Five members left and five others joined our r .

Meetings: In addition to our ordinary mectings, chare gratleqf]il ég
the following special speakers: Mrs. Hughes, Wh%ga\-e 1% aM~:1'sliall
stamps and showed us a display of rare stamps; fon, J n"qsiotl‘la'ricq',
who spoke on his visit to India and Lhe work of our .11\:1.’ Iiﬁtnh’
Mrs. Horwell, who told of her trip to the NeV\i 'Heblt-jlﬂfsi,n 011‘1" I}qrish:

ar i ' ini J [ 3 5 W 1l
our Assistant Minister, who spoke to us on his 1 o
lellldy Appleton, who was our guest ilpeaku} in fAgg-lfi11alzlliclg%\;ert:};:a?

nderful pigture of the countries and peopies o b Portuga :
W—(')l‘he amoﬁnt rajsed by direct giving envelopes at these mcetings was
£75/11/6. ) _ N

Mission Boxes: The splendid sum of £60/16/10 was received from
44 mission hoxes. o .

Earvest Field: Tlhe number of subscribers has fallen to 47. .

Associate Members: In spite of the lgss h%q death and removal from

i ; have incr to 25:
Wellington, our numbers have increase ) )

Stamps: Mrs. Howe reports a good response, but it shoulcll be bet‘ilcllt'i
Several soutces of stamps are 11o't__now1 aval]aﬁc_‘toﬁm{fg g%n?irﬁi(m
li ffers of others to take their places. Mrs. lughes, 1 c
‘élt{;mg Secretary, has asked that £1000 he the aim for the Jubilce yeﬂw.i

7 Coupons: Mrs. Madden still welcomes discount coupens for tea and
clothing, Thesc brought in £3/7/2,
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