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HISTORICAL NOTES.

Presbyterian Services Imun’urated

Weilington Surveyed

Congregation (now St. John's) forme& “gervices heid in ‘Athenaeum ...

Rev. Jobn Moir Inducted . P
Arrived in Wel]mgton ‘on Nuv 3rd 1853, in the ‘Fohn TaYlOl'
Preached 1st Sermon in' Athengeum, Nov. 6th, 1B53.
In the Congregational Chapel in Woodward Street, on 1Tth Nov.
1868, he wap received as the pastor of the Free Ghurch cf Wg'ton

Sunday School opened .

First Sessiori -and Deacons' Coutt (}tmstltut;ed

First - Communion Service. .

Firsthchu]:ch openied (accomﬂmdate 209). “W:lhs Street Presbytenan

e . -

First- Church en]arsed

Rev. John Moir retired ..

Number of Members on Communion Roll: 67

Rev, James Paterson Inducte

Church further enlarged and re-opened for pubhc “Drshlp

Mt. Cook Branch Sunday School fixst opened in Francis Flace ..

First Service in Wadestown by Rev. James Palerson .

Foundation Stone of Second Ghurch laid by Marquis of Normanby,
Governor of New Zealand

Second Church (fronting Willis S8t.) opencd (accommudatwn, GOD)

Band of Hope first formed-~membership, 106

Mission started at Newtown, now St. James', under Mr Rubert Hopkn-k

Manse erected, Woolcombe . Stroet

Church Praige introduced

New Chureh destroyed by fire

Sunday Schocl Building, Dixon Stwet, opched

Foundation Stone, present Church, laid by Sir James Prendergast,
Chief Justice of New Zealand .

Present Church opened (accommodate 900)

QOrgan installed in Church e

The Bible Class Movement, now so generally ‘establiched in connection
with the various denominations throughout New Zealand had its
origin .in the Class formed by M, Geo; A, Troup in econnection
with 8t. John's . .

Young Men’s Bible Class Room opened

Extension of Sunday School Buildings in Macdonald Crescent

Rev. James Paterson ret(tred . .

Rev. James Gibb, L #Inducted

Services instituted at Brooklyn by Mr. John Teith (now Calvm Church)

Individual Communion Cups firat used

New Church Praise adopted ... e

St.  John's Memorial Hostel opened . .

Memorial le\?gmdow to soldiers whe fell in the Great War, 1914-I8,
unvei

Memorial Window in memory of Hon. J. G. W. A:tken unvelled

Rev, James Gibb, D.D,, retired

Rev. J. R. Blanchard, B.A., Inducted

Present Manse erected McKenzie Terrace .

Young Men's Bible Class Soclal Parlour opened ...

Mural Biass Tablets to Revs. J. Moir, J. Paterson, Dr. . Glbb and

. D. Menelaus ; New Ouk Communion Table. Memorial Ghalrg

to Messrs M, D. Menehus, A Hopklrk H.Ill:l W Aﬂan

Church Hymnary adopted .

St. John’s Memorial Hostel closed ...

Mural Briss Tablet and Memorial Lectern to Mr. W. Hopkirk

Senior ¥Y.M.B.C. Jubilee

Rev. J R. Blanchard, B. A. accept/ed “call to Scots’ Church Adelam!e,r

d left New Zealand
Rev, J Gibsen Inkster, B.A., D.D.

Rev, P. Gladstone Hughes, B.A.; Iuducted
. Golden  Jubilee—Senior ¥.W.B.C.

Cheir Gowned

Basement Parlour tranaforme& “to Fe]lowalnp Room’
Rev. P. Gladstone Hughes, B.A., retired PR :
Rev, William ' P. Temple, M.A., B.D., Inducl;ed e e e
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PASTORAL LETTER.
My Dear Friends,—

Columns- of figures on paper are not very inspiring. Reduce
a Church or a nation to so many members, so many pounds of
income and expenditure, and you produce a picce of arithmetie,
It WIII tell us little about ourselves, unless “the .shaping spirit

of 1magmat10n sets fo work, and clothes these figures in warm
flesh and blood. ‘

Our Annual Heport in some respects resembles the dry
bones of  arithmetic, But let your mind infuse statements and

~figures with personal meaning. Behmd every sentence and cypher

stands a person. That person is ne vulgax iraction” in the whole
sum, but a man, woman or child, made in God’s image, endowed
with distinctive gifts, energies, 1dca.ls, interests and pOSS!bllltle‘i
You yoursell arve 1ep1esentcd in this Annual Beport, and this is
the summing-up. In the total life, worship and work of St. John's,
each of us counts either as a “plus” or a “minus,” an asset or a
liability. Whether in vespeet of the Church’s privileges as the
Family of God, or of iis duties as the Instrument of the Evangel,
we can be counted in, or we have to be counted out!

For example, how {ar do you think we are from the Kingdom
of Heaven on earth? *“This year, next year, sometime, never . . .?"
Thig is an absurd jingle, but it is to that absurdity that many people
have reduced God’s victory in this workd. They mighl concede that
the Gospel could save this devil-driven world, but—*it will take too
long -te work out”

That “too long” argument ougnt to be suspect by this time.
Our Lord in a handful of months finished a work which no work
of man’s, however devilish, will destroy. Calvary’s sacrifice is
still God's purchase-price for the world’s slaves. The Resurrection
means that Christ is alive today. The gift of the Holy Spirit -is
yours and mine for the asking, if we want it. It is not years
which stand between us and the Reign of Geod, it iz lives: the
barriers are MEN, not months.  The years are balreu of spiritual
event and advance onlv when we deny God’s dominion in our worship
and living. On the other hand, the world’s spiriutal and material
destiny has reached another tummg -point when one of us commits
himself to God's grace and guidance. As Samuel Chadwick used
to say: “Men are God’s method.”

As we read this Report, with thdnkfulness to God, and to
those who have let themselves be used by God that such a Report
could be written on behalf of St. John’s; and as we think of how
much is still to be done within the Conglegatmn and around our
Church dooxs, I hope that the thought which will kindle in us all will
be not “it will take toe leng,” but “it will take me, more of me,

all of me there is, that His Will may be done on earth, as it is in
Heaven.”

“Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish
Thou the work of our hands.” P stablis

Yours i the Fellowship,
WILLIAM P. TEMPLE.



’ : MINISTER:
REV. WILLIAM P. TEMPLE, M.A., B.D.
The Manse, 9 Wai-te-ata, Road, C.2. Telephone 46-492.

REV. DR. GEORGE H. MeNEUR (Canton),
Retirved . Migsionary.

; OFFICE BEARERS OF §T. JOHN'S:
. et L KIRK SESSION:
Inducted -
Howitt, Ad, 62 Rex St, Miramar ... 1913
(Session Clerk, 1931-1987) .

Martin, A., 71 Messines Road, Karori, W.3 ... 1919
Glover, H., 91 Karori Road, W.3. ... e e 1923
Spratt, F.C.,, 69 Pitt Street, Wadestown, N.2 ... 1928
Ewen, Dr. H, Baylden, 8 Dundas Street, Seatoun, E5 .............. 1931
Blake, L. R., 62 Harbour View Road, Northland, W.2 ... e 1933
Fowler, R. B., 2 Homewood Crescent, Karori, W.3. 1933
Corkill, Dr. T, F., 319 Willis Street, C2. ...l 1935
MacLeod, D., 116 Aro Street, C.2 ..., RN 1936
Cook, J. B. 1,, “Benmore,” 145 Wilton Road, Wadestown, N.2 1837
Wallace, A. H., 5 Boundary Road, Kelbwrn, W.1 ... 1041
Duthie, W., 185 Onepu Road, Lyall Bay, E3 ... 1941
Lomas, J. 8., 12 Springfield Terrace, Kelburn, W.1° ... 1941
Orr, 4. A., 23 Delhi Crescent, Khandallah, N5 ..........ccocene 1941
Darrvoch, E., 40 Ellice Street, Bl ..o 1942
Stockbridge, H., 81 Hutt Road ......ccoiiiiiinnnn, SO 1942
Anderson, P, H., 59 Hawker Sireet, E1 ... e . 1946
Martin, J, 8, 91 Eden Street, Island Bay, 8.2 ... 1948
Pumfrey, R. E., 1i7a Brougham S§treet, El . ... e 1946

Strong, F. A, 10 Kio Road, Hataltal,E2 ....................... 1946

Acting . Sessign: Clerk:
Smith, I B., 25 Maidavale Road,. Roseneath ... 1941
' ~ Telephione 5¢-831.

THE BOARD OF MANAGERS:

Brown, N. Ro oo oo 80 Willis Street, C.1.
CBrown, Jo T e, 38 Tanera Crescent, Brooklyn.
Cole, J. 8. ... ceirreviniiine .. 49 Aro Street, C.2,
Fleming, B. ..o s 6 Wesley Road, C.1.
Fowler, D. F. ..o e 2 Beatty Avenue, W.3.
Hunter, J. ... 13 Bidwell Street, 8.1.
dJohnston, R, ... 179 Cuba Street, C.2.
Long, J. H. ... et e e e sre e 6 Durham Crescent, C.2.
Lowman, 1. 8, ... e, 21 Thorby Street, W.3.
McCulloch, W. ..., National Bank Chambers, C.1.
MeGill, J. W. e 2 Edge Hill, C.3.
Marshall, Hon. J, R, .. . 30 Aurora Terrace, W.1.
Middleton, H, B, ..., 30a Childers Terrace, 8.1.
Milne, L. W: v 21 Thorby Street, W.2,
Pryor, W. ...l e 279 Cuba Street, c2.
Reid, W. ..., 16 Waipapa Road, Hataitai, .2,
Scott, G. H. ..o, 3 Wilkinson Terrace, E.1.
Smith, J. C. ... ... TP U UP PSSRSO b2 Glen Road, W.1.
Trask, T, 6 Grafton Road, Roseneath, C.d4.
Wall, A, L o e e Seatoun Heights, E.5.

Woods, N. 8. ... 88 Harrison Street, Brooklyn, S.W.1.

Secretary of the Board of Manapers:
J. A, Orr, 23 Delhi Crescent, Khandallah, N.5,

Treasurer of the Board of Managers:
N. G. Robertson, 192 North Terrace, Wellington, "Phone 26-066.

Church Officer: H, Kelly.  'Phone 54-299,

GENERA_L COMMITTEES FOR 1950-51:
Finance  Committee:

"Phone 37-117.

‘Mr. R, Fleming (Convener), Mr. F. C. Spratt, Mr. N. G. Robertson

{Treasurer), Mr. E, Darroch, Mr. R. Johnston, Mr. H. Glover, Mr,
A. L. Wall, Mr. G, H. Scott, Mr. N. R. Brown, Mr, J. €. Smith,
. My, J. H. Long,

: Property Committee:
Myr. H, Glover (Convener), Mr. W. Duthie, Mr. Ad. Howitt, Mr. J.
Munter, Mr. A. Martin, Mr. D, Ritchie, Mr. N. 8, Woods, Mr. D. I
Fowler, Mr. J. 8. Cole, Mr, H, B. Middleton.

Seat Letting Committee: -
Mr. P, H. Anderson (Convener), 59 Hawker Street, 'phone 50-809;
Hon. J. R. Marghall; Mr. D, MacLeod, Mr, H, ‘B. Smith, Mr, I 5.
: Lowman.

’ Envelope Contributions Committee:

Mr. J, C. Smith (Convener and Secretary, 'phone 28-453), Mr. H.

Stockbridge, Mr. J. B. 1. Cook, Mr. L. W. Milne, Mr. L. R. Blake,

Mr. W, Reid (Treasurer}, Mr. J. 8. Martin, Mr. D, MacLeod, Mr,
J. H. Long, Hon. J, R. Mavrghall,

" Rolls Committee:
Dr, T, F, Corkill, Mr, J, 8, Lomas,



C Choir Com‘}nig;ei: " R B Pumt .y
Mr. A. H. Wallace (Convener), My, J. 8. Lomas, Mr. R. k. Pumirey,
Mr. . C. Spratt, Mr. . Strong, Mr. A. L, Wall, Mr, J. W. McGlll..

Convener Allocation of Rooms Committee:
Mr. J. A. Orr, 23 Delhi Crescent, Khandallah, N.5.
Telephone 37-117. : _

ORGANISATIONS.
_ Choir: .
Relieving Organist and Choirmaster: Mr. Brian Withers, L.R.S.M.
gPresident: Rov. W, P, Temple, M.A,, B.D, .
Vice-Presidents: Misses H. D. Clyde and Pearl Brodie,
Secretary: Miss J. Curtis.
- Treasurer: Miss Isobel Brook.
Librarian: Mr. A. Murray.
Wardrobe Mistress: Mrs. F, Kempton.
Life Members: Mr. and Mrs. F. 8. Pope, Mrs. Kerry, Miss D.
’ Chappell, Miss H. D. Clyde. v
Committee: Mesdames Pumfrey and Haggitt, Mrs, Helen Mackay
and Mr. J. Lomas. :

SUNDAY SCHOOL.
Superintendent: Myr. R. B. Fowler.

Teachers: Misses J. Cunliffe, M. Fawcett, J. Fullarton, P. Lees,

A. Lomas, M. MacKenzie, K. Ross; Mesdames Robertson and

Thompson, Misses M. Gibb, D, Scott and N. Shaw; Messrs. W. Ross,
‘ Page and Dell,

Secretary: Miss M. MacKenzie. -
Treasurer: Mr. W. Ross.
Busy Bee Leader: Mrs. D. Highet,
Girls’ Life Brigade Captain: Misg J. Fullarton.
Boys' PBrigade Captain: Mr. D. F, Fowler.
Cradle Roll Superintendent: Miss C. E. MacKenzie.

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION AN’D P.W.M.U.
Hon, President: Mrs. W. P. Temple.
Hon. Vice-President: Mrs. W. Austin.

President: Mrs, Bayldon Ewen, 8 Dundag Street, Seatoun, E.5.
'Phone 16-064.

Vice-Presidents: Mesdames B. Wilson, T. F. Corkill, R. B. Fowler,
Misses J. Howden and M, Chappell

Secretary: Miss J. 8. Johnston, 33 Central Tee., W.1. 'Thone 44.881. -

Treasurer;

Mrs. D. Highet, 1 Carlton-Gore Road, Roseneath. ‘Phone 54-309.

Committee: Mesdames 1. Day, M. Pumfrey, P. G. Hughes, M. Berry,
Misses D. Chappell, J. Hanchet, W. Millar, M. Ralston and Martha
Ralston and the Officers.

ST. JOHON'S EVENING GUILD.

Hon. Pregident: Mrs. W. P. Temple,

Active President: Mrs. N. Woods.

Vice-President: Mrs. J. 'C. - Smith,

Secretary: Miss Elsie MeCulloch.

Treasurer: Miss €. Dalziel, .
Committee: Mesdames Fullerton,. Dunean, Fowler, Miss F. Mackay

and Mryg, Darvoch,

SENIOR YOUNG MEN'S BIBLE CLASS AND INSTITUTE.

o Leader: Mr. Scott Gray.
Secretary: R. W. Fowler, 2 Homoewood Crescent, W.3. 'Phone 28-354
Treasurer: ¥. Wade -

SENIOR YOUNG WOMEN'S BIBLE CLASS.

Leader: Miss Pearl Brodie, 55a Central Tee., W.1. ’'Phone 47-261,
Secretary: Miss C. Ross, 64. Kelburn Parade, W.1. 'Phone 42-691,
Treasurer: Miss Dorethy Scott, 73 Aro Street.

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS’ BIBLE CLASS,
Leader: Miss N, Morgan.

JUNIOR YOUNG WOMEN’S BIBLE CLASS.
Leader: Mrs, Scott Gray.

INTERMEDIATE YOUNG MEN’'S BIBLE CLASS,
Leader: Mr. E. Smith. :

AFTER-CHURCH SOCIAL HOUR,

Miss J. Hanchet (Convener), Mesdames M. B, Pumfrey, E. Haggitt,
Misses P. Brodie, E. MacKenzie.

YOUTH . CABINET:

Rev. William P. Temple, M.A,, B.D, (Chairman), Dr. T. F. Corkill

and Mr. L. R, Blake (Session), Miss M. MacKenzie (Secretary),

{Sunday _Schoo]); Miss J. Fullarton (Girls’ Life Brigade), Miss K.

M. Brodie (Senior Y.W.B.C.); Miss Nora Calvert (Intermediate

Y.W.B.C.), Mrs, Scott Gray (Junior Y'W.B.C.), Mr. Scott Gray

(Senior Y.M.B.C.), Mr. B Smith (Inter YMB.C), Mr. Duncan
Fowler (Boys’ Brigade).

MEN’S CLUB.

President: Mr. . Strong.
Hon. Secretary: Mr. W. MeCulloch,
Hon, Treasurer: Mr. Cattanach.

MEMBERS OF ST. JOHN'S CHURCH ON BOYS' INSTITUT
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE. FUTE

Messrs. W. Duthie, R. Johnston, T. Page, J, Cole, L., W. Milne,
W. Pryor, o

Hon, Physician: Dy, H. Bayldon Ewen,

THE GIRLS' LIFE BRIGADE.

Captain: Miss J. Fullarton.
Cadet Leader: Miss J. Cunliffe,
Chaplain: Rev, Wm, Teniple.
: - Governing Committee:
Mrs. J. S, Martin {President), Miss Atkinson (Seeretar
Fowler, Mys. W, J. Carley, Mrs, Williams, L({rs. N. (g) ’I%E]E;.ex&éoﬁ-‘
Miss I, Chappell, Miss M. Fawcett, ,



SESSION’S REPORT.

In presenting the 97th Annual Report, we express our deepest
gratitude for the incomparable blessings our Heavenly Father has
heaped upon us as a congregation.. ) L . i

During the year the warming fires of Christian f.mend'sh}p
burned brightly. The willing hands of those long experienced in
earrying out a multitude of Christian duties were never so bugy.
There was no shortage of new hands to assist. The Wednesday
Lectures have caused a keen revival in Bible study and prayer.
There was an increasing throng of happy young faces attending
the Sunday School and” filling: the ranks of the thriving Boys’
.Brigade and Girls’ Life Brigade The challenge of the New Life
Movement has stimulated a general desire for a bolder witness
for Christ, and preliminary plans have already been made for a
Parish survey through which we hope to let our neighbours know
how St. John’s can be of service to them, and to break new
ground for Christ. ’

We gratefully acknowledge the leadership and inspiration we,
as a congregation, have been privileged to receive from our beloved
Minister, Mr. Temple. His inspired addresses have not only lifted
the hearts of those attending the services, but have echoed through-
out the length and breadth of the Dominion. We again humbly
thank our Father that Mr. and Mrs. Temple are in our midst.

Pastoral visitations in such a widely scattered charge as St.
John's impose a heavy burden on the Minister, but Mr. Temple
has answered every call, and his ministrations have brought comfort
and encoaragement to many a weary and sorrowing heart. The
appointment of a full-time deaconess has been approved by sesgion
to assist Mr. Temple in this and other work.

The attendances at the Wednesday Lectures have been main-
tained at a high level. They are an eloguent tribute to Mr,
Temple’s profound scholarship and his rare gifts in expounding the
Gospel.

pSes,siou records its deep vegret at the passing of the late
My. Malcolm Fraser, C.V.0., O.B.E. My, Fraser joined the Session
in 1921, and for some 28 years he discharged his duties as an
Tlder in a way that endeared him, not only to his fellow Elders,

hut to the whole congiegatton. Mr, Fraser vendered great and.

outslanding public service to New Zealand, but with all his publie
duties, and they were many, he was never too busy to further
God’s work. He was an acknowledged leader in Session, and
his advice was always sought on matters under consideration. He
was a great lover of children, and a keen supporter of the Sunday
School. .

Segsion also tecords its deep regret at the passing of the
Rev. P. Gladstone-Hughes, B.A. The following extracts are repro-
duced from the memorial minute inseribed in the Session’s records:—

“Mr. Hughes was ihducted to the Charge in November, 1940.
Through war years by word and example he sought to _build
up his people in the certainties of .the Faith, unfaltering in his
convietion that ‘good must be the final goal of ill) and that even
through the sorrows and tragedies of war God. was- working out
“f1ig purvose is Love. His personal bereavement thirough the death
on Active Service of his only son left itz heavy mark on his
life, but took from him nothing of his deep assurance of the
woodness and mercy of God, Having sufferred in his own heart,
he was the more able to comfort others in their sufferings, with that
comfort which he himself had received from Christ,

“As pastor and friend he endeared many to him, not only
in this Church Dbut among others to whom Church and Gospel
seem to make little appeal. The open hand which he held out
to those in need was not soon wearied. The number who have had
cause to thank him for generous help, readily given and mnever
divulged, cannot be knewn to us. .

“His ministry among us was discharged through years which
can be counted among the most difficult which any Church ean
be called on to face. As a Session we give thanks to God that
Mr. Hughes was spared and strengthened to go in and out among
us, guiding us with his counsel, ministering to young and old,
in Church and in the home, and fortifying us with that faith which
looks beyond the shadows to the perfect door of God. . ..”

Session also records deep regret at the passing of Mr. W. J.
Ferguson. Mr. Ferguson served faithfully on the Session for 22
years and by his sincerity and unassuming and generous nature he
wag beloved by all. He rendered outstanding service in the Bible
Class and the Boys’ Institute and his work in these organisations will
be a living memorial to his name, To further Christ’s Kingdom
was his constant aim.

The Session roll now stands at 23. The effective Communion
roll on June 30th, 1950, was 498, Admissions during the year by
profession of Faith numbered 25, and by certificate 29. Removals by
disjunctions and death numbered 38. The attendances at the four
quarterly Communions averaged 354, There were 42 Baptists
during the year.

The reports that follow reflect a healthy state in the various
organisations, but give only a brief indieation of the faithful
and untiring efforts of the Officers and others, whose only coneern
is_to _further Christ’s work 'in our midst. They constitute the real
strength of Christ’s Church today, and Session thanks our Heavenly
Father for them and their great example in Christian service,
Session expresses its appreciation of all their efforts, and in
particular those who have come forward to guide and teach our
children and youth.

afre.—We record our sorrow at losing the services of Mr.
Thompson as Church Officer, and also Mrs. Thompson. They served
8t. John’s faithfully and well for many yeairs, and we wish them
well in their retirement. To My. Kelly, the new Church Officer, and
Mrs. Kelly, we express our best thanks for the willing and courteous
gervices they have rendered.

Sesgion comments fo the comlort and care of our Heavenly
Ifather ail whe have been bereaved, sick or sad.

We thank God for all his goodness to us during the year and
look to His guidance in the carrying out of His work in the years
to come,

BOARD OF MANAGERS.

At the Annual Meeting held in September, 1949, the following
Managers, who retired after the usual term of three years, were
re-elected:—Messrs, J. 8. Cole, R. Fleming, I. 8. Lowman, H. B.
Middleton, 1. W. Milne and N. (3. Robertson. In addition, Messis.
B, Trask and J. T. Brown were elected to the Board to fill vacancies
caused by the resignation of Messrs, 8. N. Reyburn and G. M. Ross.

The repainting of the Chureh and adjoining buildings was éom-
pleted early in the financial year, while protection to the plate-
glass windows was completed later in the year, The interior o1
the Chureh’s Officer’s cottage required exiensive renovations, and
is now in very satisfactory order,



fhe Endowment Fund has inereased by a number of generous
donations and legacies during the year, the balance at June 30th
being £9224/18/4. Since then advice has been received that interest
credited by the Church Office for the year ended Avgust 18th, 1950,
has increased the balance to £9480. Accumulations of interest

alone. will bring the balance of the Fund to the first objective .

of £10,000 in approximately 18 months’ time, and then the current
income will be available for the maintenance of St, John's.

The special appeal for funds at the end of June resulted in
contributions totalling £406/18/6, Of this £358 was applied to the
ordinary revenue account, and the balance of £48/18/6 to the
Budget Assessment. The total amount paid in respect of our
assessment was £539/9/8. :

The Board felt that this year the ordinary revenue account
of the Church should be balanced from the special appeal and
that £100 should be carried forward in this account to cover the
estimated liability incurred during 1949-50 in respeect of an adjust-
ment of the southern boundary of the Manse. During the year
it was discovered that the building on this boundary encroached
on the adjoining section by varying distances up to approximately
four feet.  Ii will be necessary to acquire the land involved from
the %}_’vner as it is not practicable to move the buildings.

. he average alttendance at service during the year showed a
slight drep from the previous year, This oceurred mainly during
the early months of the year. The daily average for this year
being 439. :
uring the year our new Church Officer, Mr. Hugh Kelly, took
up his duties and is proving a very willing and efficient officer.

ST. JOHN'S CHOIR,

Roll and Attendance—The roll of active members is as follows:
—~Soprano 10, contralto 7, tenor 1, bass 8; total 19. There are also
9 associate members. Average attendances for the: year were as
follows:—At practice 18, at morning service 10, at evening service 14.

New Members.—During the year we have had the pleasure of
welcoming the following new members;-—Mrs. F. Kempton, Misges
M. Gregory, H. MacKay and D. Robertson.

Choral Work.—Qur Christmas Cantata for 1949 wag “The
Nativity,” by Thiman, and in this we had the assistance of Mrs.
Merle Gamble and Mr. E. Gardner as soloists. At the close of
the service supper was served by the Choir, and our Minister,
Myr. Temple, expressed appreciation of the music rendered and
thanked the guest artists for their help.

- The Easter Cantata, 1950, was Stainer’s “Crucifixion,” the
soloists being Mrs. E. Haggitt and Mr. F. Lynch.

General.—At the beginning of 1950 Mr. Brian Withers was
appointed relieving Organist and Choirmaster.

Early in Januvary the death. occurred in Timaru of the Rev.
Gladstone Hughes, a former Minister of 8t. John’s. The funeral
service was conducted by our Minister, who again, on February
Bth, held a special Memorial Service, in which members of the
Welsh Choir jeined with us .as a special tribute to the memeory
of Mr. Hughes. :

In Mareh, Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Kersley celebrated their Golden
Wedding, and the Choir attended the Serviee of Thanksgiving held
at Si(:) ohhn’s.k due b oh

ur thanks are due to our Choirmaster, Mr. Withers i
over the Choir at short notice and ably i;eading us, » for taling

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

In an age when a jazz tune iz o much more familiar than a
Cayey Boner, and a vadio serial than a Bible story, it is encouraging
to know that the number of children finding their way into the
Sunday School is steadily increasing. We should give thanks for
this opportunity of unfolding new and lasting treasures to these
children, and of bringing them to understand that the Church
is not something apart, but something of which they are them-
selves a part. To help them to feel a sense of “belonging” they
have their own share in the morning service, and their own special
services during the year. In this year’s anniversary services the
thoughts which were uppermost in our minds were, fivst of all,
the need for dedicating the whele of our life to Christ—at home,
in our work and in our leisure hours—-and then the need for rememi-
bering others in the widespread missionary activities of the Church.
Of special intcrest in this service was the singing of “Jesug Loves
Me” in four languages other than our own-—Maori, Chinese,
Hindustan and New Hebridean, )

Following clogely on our Anniversary Services came Promotion
Day, and it was interesting to find that we had as visilors that
day Mr. Crump of our New Hebrides Mission and his friend,
Pastor Jack., Our Minister and his wife, always warmly welcomed
at our Sunday School gatherings, were our guests at this service,
Mr., Temple speaking to the children and Mrs. Temple handing
to them . the school prizes for the year, including {he . Hopkirk
Memorial Bible, awarded to Margaret Laurenson.

This was not the sum total of prizes won, for on the opening
Sunday of the school year those awarded by the Session for
Church attendance were distributed by Mr. Temple.

Another Service in which the children had a speclal interest
was the Family one held on Mothers’ Day, when as many of the
paxrents as could do so joined with the childven in their morning
worship.

" The Girls’ Life Brigade and the Boys’ Brigade, with their

junior branches, have stimulated interest in the school as well as

adding to our roll numbers, and their week-night activities provide
for the children what has long been lacking in the Sunday School
programme, .

Two social gatherings during the year, a picnic at Day’s
Bay and an evening entertainment following the children’s tea
provided some little opportunity for friendly intercourse hetween
parents and teachers, but we feel that could there be established
a closer co-operation and fellowship between home and school our
work could be more fruitful,

The year has brought changes in the teaching staff, and, while
taking a reluctant faréwell of Miss Shirley Thomsgon (now Mrs.
Jim Galloway) and of the Misses Mary and Elizabeth Milne, Jean
Harvie and Prudence Corkill, whose duties took them to the South
Island, we have welcomed. to our ranks Mesdames Robertson
and Thompson, Misses Gibb, Scott and Shaw, and Messrs. Del, Page

- and Ross. We express, our gratitude to Mr. and Mrs. Highet,

who offeved their services when our need was acute, and shouldered
their responstbilities throughout many months of the year.

The School has many friends in the congregation, and their
practical help, given throughout the year in many quiet ways, is
very much appreciated.

To Mr. and Mrs, Kelly we extend a welcome. We know that
the energetic and irrepressible young are not always thoughtful
of the tasks of others, but we hope that nevertheless their association
with the Sunday School will be a very happy one.

: MARY MacKENZIE, Secretary.



T . THE CRADLE ROLL.

“We, as a Congregation of the Household of Faith, do premise
that we will pray for this child, with all God’s children, that we
will provide for him the means of Christian nurture, and that we
will s6 try to live before him, by the help of God, that he may
be strengthened by our example, and continue all his life, to be the
servant and lover of the Lord Christ, Whose Name he now bears.”

At each Baptismal Service, when we have heard our Minister
repeat these words, we, as a congregation, have stood, as a pledge
that we undertake this responsibility.

How do we attempt to carry out our part in caring for the
104 children now on the Cradle Roll? -

After the Service a member of the Committee calls on the
parents, taking the Baptismal Certificate and asking that the baby’s
tiame might be placed on the Cradle Roll.

From that time, until Sunday School age is reached, one of
the Cradle Roll Commitiee members keeps in touch with the child,
remembering his birthday and informing the Mother of any Cradle
TLoll - activities, :

Early in the vear the babies are invited to bring their
Mothers and other [riends to a party, where they are welcomed
by the Minister, and, we hope, are made to feel that they are
part of the congregation. When the child is four, an invitation
to the Sunday School Promotion Day is extended.

" On that occasion, the child is welcomed by the Leader of the

Primary Department In that Department, to & much greater
extent than in the Cradle Roll Department, is it possible to fulfil
the promise, “We will provide for him the means of Christian
nurture” and to follow Christ’s injunction, “Feed my lambs.”

ST. JOHN'S WOMEN’S ASBSOCIATION & P.W.M.U.

With grateful hearts we acknowledge God’s goodness and
guidance through the past yvear. We feel that the period of work
and fellowship has been very worthwhile, both to ourselves and to
those we seek to serve. )

Membership at May 21st stands at 82, of which 46 are active
and 36 honorary—an increase of 2. : )

In August of last year we suffered loss through the death
of Mrs. Elsie Orr. A minute expressive of her sterling qualities and
devoted service is inserted in our books. We also have to report
the passing of Mrs. Chisholm and Mrs. Haigh, who for long years
were enthusiastic workers in our Association.

In January last the news of the death of Rev. P. Gladstone
Hughes was a great grief to members, and all joined in expressing
deep sympathy to Mrs. Highes and her daughters.

Meetings.—(1) P.W.M.U.: Nine meetings were held during the
year, and we are indebted to the following speakers:—Rev. W. P.
Temple, Mrs, P, G. Hughes, Mrs. Gratzer; Mrs. Cairns, the late Miss
Rona Garsten, Sister Elizabeth Allan and Miss DBegbie for their
interesting and inspiring addresses. During the year our branch
vigited Kent Terrace for their 50th Anniversary, and St. Andrew's
for their Annual Cein Afternoon.

At our November meeting we welcomed St. John's Busy Beé
Hive, who solicited our help in purchasing articles which they had
made during the year,

The generous responge to the Wission Budget has been par-
ticularty gratifying. 'Though we were unable to hold the usual
number- of Social Aftevnoocns, appeals for funds resulted in our
Leing able to pay £240 into the Church’s Budget. Mission Boxes
krought in the sum of £20/8/6 and Maori Mission Birthday League
contributed £33/4/9. Two Social Afternoons were held, one in
September, when Dr. and Mys. Bayldon Ewen arranged a moving
picture programme and Mrs. Evelyn Haggett gave delightful brackets
of solos; the other in March, when the guest artists were Mrs,
Alice Graham, Mrs. Meyers and Mrs, McIntosh.

At our April meeting Mr, Temple conducted a Bible Study
and members were so impressed that it was decided to continue
with & Bible Study and Prayer Cirele each month.

(2) Woemen’s Association Sewing Guild: Seven mectings were
held for sewing., Garments were made and dispatched to Wester-
craigs Home for Elderly Women in Glasgow, the Toddlers’ Home
in Edinburgh, and St. Peter’s Guild, Inverkeithing. Letters express-
ing thanks and deep appreciation were received from Miss Kinloch,
Matron of Westercraips, and Rev., and -Mrs. J. Johnston, of St.
Peter’s, Inverkeithing, Members also did the patching and darning
for our P.S8.8.A. Children’s Homes,

A donation of £30 was made towards the Home for Elderly
Folk, which is to be opened in Tsland Bay; a bring and buy in
November added £37 to our funds, and the Flower Box, which
stands on the table at each meeting, yielded £5 towards the Church
Flower Fund. .

Visitation.—All women who have joined St..John's during the
year have been visited by vepresentatives from the Association. A
small card setting out the time and place of meeting of each of
the Womer’s Organisations has proved very helpful both for use
when visiting and for handing to newcomers to St, John’s.  Visits
have been paid fo sick members of the congregation and thoge in

- hospital. At Chrigstmas-time flowers were taken to all sick and

shut-in folk. -

Stamps.—This year St. John's has sent in more stamps than
ever before—the Stamp Box in the Church vestibule has proved
& great help., Last year from the Dominion Stamp Fund £250
was given to supply high-presure ranges for the Maori Mission
Lhouses; £400 was given to the Missions Budgett; and £150 was
used for furnishing Home Missionary Manses.

Thanks.—We give sincere thanks to the Evening Guild, the
Busy Bees and The Scott Trust Fund for donations towards the
Mission funds. The generosity of contributors to the funds fills
us with confidence that they have .been inspired to give out of love
to Ged and a desire to serve Him. .

To Mr, and Mrs. Temple we offer our very sincere thanks—
to Mr. Temple for his inspiring messages and spiritual leadership
and to Mrs. Temple for her friendship and willing co-operation -in
all our work. :

_We warmly thank our President, Mrs. Ewen, whose ability
to inspire the enthusiastic co-operation of all and whose gifts of
friendliness and deep spiritual earnestness have done much to
make the year’s work successful.

We.thank Mr. and Mrs. Kelly for all they have done for us
and assure them that we appreciate their willing and efficient help.

Loyalty and a i{rue spirit of fellowship have made the vear's
work a pleasure, and we go forward inspired to put forth every
effort to do our share in the Chureh’s undertaking in the New
Life Movement, '
J. 8, JOHNSTON, Hon, Secretary,
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