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ST.  JOHN'S CHURCH, WILLIS - STREET, WELLINGTON,

_HISTORICAL NOTES. ’

S

- Presgbyterian Secrvices inaongurated ,..... P ‘s 1839
Wellington Surveyed . ... ... it it at e 1840
Congregation (now St. John’'s) fmml‘t} services he]d m Athf‘na,eum 6th Nov., 1858
Rev. John Moir inducted ......... e et e e siee-se, Bth Neov, 185?
Sunday School eponed ... e i, . ~ 18583
First Session and Descons’ Court constituted .. ... . 5th Jan., 1854
First Communion Serviee . ......visiiveiiaiirinas 4th Jun., 1854
First Church opened {(accommodate ‘200) “Wﬂlls Htroet, Pwsbyter-

ian Chureh’” ... ... i, ciea.. 31t Ang., 1856
irat Church enlarged ... . 1866
Hev. John Moir retired 4ath July, 18(?7
Number of Mombers on (,ommumlm Y 1 T 1868
Rev. James Patergon inducted . ooan e et iaina, 26th Nov., 1868
Church further enlarged and re-opened for puhll(, worship ...... Tth May, 1871
Mt. Clook Branch Sunday School firgt opened in Francis Place .. 1872
First Serviee in Wadestown, by Rev, Jasg, Patersen ........... 1874
Foundation Stone of Sccond Churel laid by Marquis of Novmanby, ;

Governor of New Yealand .. ... i i i i e Z0th June, 1875
Second Chureh (frunting’ Willis Street} opened (accommodation,

0T 12th Dec., 1875
Band of Hope first formed—memhborshis, 109 ................. 1878
Mission started at Newtown, .now St. James’, under Mre, Robt.

Hopkitk ... ..o [P . J 1879
Manso ~crectod, Woo]wmho Street P 1880
Church FPraisc . inttoduced . e . 1884
Now Churelh destroyed by five . cu..  Oth May, 1884
HSunday Sehool Building, Dixon . Street opened Nov., 1884
Foundatien Stonc present Chureh laid by Sir James, Plendelgast

’ Chief Justice of New. Zealand . ...u. ... .l PR cawe e ee ... 148h May, 1885
Present Church opened (accommodate 000) s 6th Dee,, 1885
Organ installed in- Chureh ......... ... .00 1886
The Bible Class Movement, now sa genern.l]y esl,n.bhshed in eonnee-

tion with the various denominations throughout -New Zealand,

had its origin in the Class formed by Mr, Geo. A. Trounp in

conneetion with 8t. John's ....:. P 1888
Young Men's Bible Class Room opened . v vnaara s ssnss 1898
Extension of Sunday School Buildings in M&cdon&]d Crescent ... 1902
Rev. Janios Paterson retlred  ...o.iuiiiiiaiie e enes 1903
Rev. James Gibb, DD, ndneted ..ot cnonanneea s 128h Aug., 1903
Services instituted at Brooklyn I}y Mr. John Reith {(new C(alvin

Chureh) e e e e e e 1904
Individual Comwmunion Cups ﬁlbL used- 1904
New Church Praise adopted ... ii e i it eancan 1910
gt. John’s Memorial Hostel 2 F LT LT« 1914
Memorial Window to soldiers who fell in t.ho Great Wal 1014-18

unvelled Lo e e e e e, 1920
Memorial Window in memory of I{on, J' . W. Aitken unveiled .. 1922
Rev. James Gibbk, D.D.. retirod ..... PO e e e 1926
Rev. J. R. Blanchard, BA inductod . ...v..ee.a.. 17th Mar,, 1917
Present Mansoe crocted MeRenziec TOrrace ... ...... .. 1928

Young Men's Biblé €lags Social Pariour upem,d 14th Dee,, T9a1
Mural Brass Tablets to Revs. J, Moir, J, Paterson, Dr. J. Gibb

and Mr. M. D. Meuelaus. New Qak Communion Table. Mo-

morial Chairs to Moessrsa M. D, Menclaus, A; TTopkirk, and :

W, Allan e e e e 1935

~ Chureh ilymnary adopted ... ... e e e SRR 19387
St. John's Memorial TTostel €losed . vvovvrrer.oreeen onn . 1937
Mural Brass Tablet and. Memorial Tmc:tmn to 1\11 W’ anlnrk .. Bth Dec., 1937

Rev, J. R. Blanchard, B.A, accepted call to Secot’s Church, Ade-

Inide and left New Zealand Blst Allg 1930

EIGHTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

FOREWORD.

My Dear Friends:

It iz an -honour to me to write a foreword to your Annual
Report, just as it i3 an honour to be your Interim-Moderator.

For almost a year you have been without a settled Minister,
and during that time you have had a varied experience. You have
passed into the deepening shadows of war; you have felt the stimu-
lus and inspiration of Dr. Inkster’s untiring Ministry; vou have
met with disappointment in your search for a Minister; and. you
have been made conscious of the disadvantages of a prolonged
vacancy. But through it all, God has given you many occasions
for thankfulness. Some of them are to be seen as you read the
enclosed reports; others—perhaps the greatest—Ilie beneath the
surface of things, and hidden in commonplace events, and have
to be searched for with the eye of faith before they can be appre-
ciated. Remember 8t Paul’s assurance that “all things work toge-
ther for good to them that love God.” That is the clue to the
right understanding, not only of your individual experience, but
also of your career as a Congregation. Both the things you count

© a8 suceesses, and the things you count as failures are woven into

God’s purpose, and are made by Him to serve the final good of
man. It is that which gives us unbounded confidence in going
on, If our hearts are set on Hiz Kingdom and His righteousness,
nothing—not even our sins and mistakes—ocan defeat us.

You are now at a critical stage in the task of gelecting a new
Minister, Give yourselves to it with a frank recognition of your
individual responsibilities, and of your need for loyalty and un-
animity; and then, as you have faith in God, He will give you
your hearts’ desire. 1 pray that that may come speedily.

Yours sincerely,
G. 5. MURRAY,

Interim-Moderator,
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MINISTER:
{Charge Vacant.)

INTERIM MODERATOR:
REV. J. 8. MURRAY, M.A,
_ MISSIONARY:
" VERY REV. GEORGE H. McNEUR (Canton.)

KIRK SESSION: " Inducted
Troup Sir George A., C.M.G., F.R.LB. A, 5 Cluny 3t., Kel-

- burn, W.1.- ... e s _
Mainland H., 92 Falrlie Terrace Kelburn Wl 1903
Johnston, A., 83 Central Terrace, Kelburn, W.1 . 1911
Howitt, A., 100 Lyall Parade, Lyall Bay 1913

' (Seseion Clerk, 1931- 193-1 '
Smith, A. T., Bireh. Hill, SiIVerstreanm ..o e wo o . 1913
Martin, A., Messines Road, Karori . S R 1919
Fraser, Malcolm, V.0, O.B.E, 29 Ra.Whltl Tce Kel-

burn, W.1. e e e o 19821
Creswel] T. R., M.A,, 20 Readlng ‘%reet Karorl 1921
Glover, H., Karori Read ... .. .. 1921
South, H. G., 18 Flers Street, Karori ... . 1921
Ferguson, W. J., 3 Zohrab Street, Hataitai ... . 1928
Spratt, F, C., 69 Pitt Street, Wadestown - e e e 1928
Wilson, J. M., 5% Glen Road, Kelburn, W.1, . . 1931
br. H. Bayldon Ewen, 92 Inglis Streef, Seatoun ... 1931
Johnston, A. D., Featherston ... ... .. 1929
Blake, L. R., B.Sc., 62 Harbour View Road Northland 1933
Purdie, A., 74 Campbell Street, Karori ... . 1933
Fowler, R. B., 2 Homewood Crescent, Karom 1933
Corkill, Dy, T. F., 319 Willis Street 1935
MecLeod, D,, 1 Durham Crescent 1935
Cook, J. B. 1., 28 Tirangi Road, Rongotai e o e 1837
Highet, D., 556 Waipapa Road, Hataitai .... e e e e - 1938

Session Clerk: ) K
Brown, D. B., A.P.ANZ, F.ALS, 66 Hawker Street.
Phone bhb-439 g 1935

1895

B1GHTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL

___RE-PO‘R"I‘

THE BOARD OF MANAGERS.

. Armour, W. A., M.A.

...... v e e e e Wellington Colle
Andﬁrson P. H t

§9 Hawker Street

Bilby, M, ... ... . e e e e 17 Portland Crescent
Duthie, W, . i85 Onepu Road, Lyall Bay
k‘leming, R. N ...... C e Baroda Street, Khandallah
Glover, N. J. —— Standen Street, Karori
Hunter, J.

... 13 Bidwell St,
w279 Cuba Street

91 Eden Street, Island Bay
_ R 64 XKelburn Parade, XKelburn
e e e e e 18 Hapua Road, Hataitai

« Johnston, R ............
Martin, J. 8. (on Active S‘ervu:e]
Marshall, J. R.

Matithews, J. ..

Moore, W. 96 Sefton Street, Wadestown
Po_pe, 8. e e 34 Ke]burn Parade
, R{a‘ld,.W. & Huia Road, Hataitai
Ritehie, D. ... . e el . 22 Flers Street, Karori
Scott, G. H, ... ... .. [ v - 3 Wilkingon Terrace
Smith, H. B. 5 Robieson Streéf, Roseneath
Stevenson, 1. D Head Office, Railways
Strong; F. .. 10 Kio Road, Rogeneath
Wall, A, L. ...

Seatoun Heights
Secrotary ot the Board of Managers:
J."A. Orr, Tennis Court Read, Khandallah. - Phone, 37-540.

Treasurer of the Board of Managers:
R, Fleming, 6 Wesley Road. Phone 40-808§.

. GENERAL: COMMITTEES,

Finance Committee:

Convener: Mr, Maleolm Fraser, 29 Ra.whltl Terrace Kelburn,
Telephone: 43- 984
Mr. R. B. Fowler Mr, ¥. 8. Pope -  Mr. F, C. pratt
5 R, Fleming ., &, H, Scott 4 L., Wall
. H. Glover

’ v AP, Smith
» R. Johnston .

Pmperty Oamm,lttee.

(‘onvener Mr. H. Glover, - 91 Karorj Road
Mr. A. Martin

+ W. Moore

,» D, Ritchie

T H- Mainland

b

Telephona: 26-05%.

Mr. W, Duth1e
. Ad, Howitt
,, L D, Stevenson

Mr, W. J, Ferguason
,» J. Hunter
o A, Johnston



Seat-Letting Conunmittee:

Convener: Mr. H. B. Smith, b Robieson St., Roseneath, Tel. 54-331.
Mr. P. H. Andersos Mr. D. McLeod Mr.. J. M, Wilson
o Mr, J, Matthews ., W. Reid

Envelope Contributions Committee:

Mr. L, R, Blake Mr., N, J. Glover

Mr. J. M. Wiison
,» H. Glover - ,, J. 8. Martin ‘ :

Choir Committee:

Convener: Mr. F. S. Pope, 34 Kelburn Parade, Telephone: 42-366.

Dr. H. Bayldon Ewen Mr, F. Strong Mr. A. L. Wall
Mr. G, C. Jupp

Outlook Committee:
Messrs. P, H. Anderson, M. Bilby,

. Convener Allocation of Rooms C‘or_nmit,tee:
Mr, J. A. Orr, Tennis Court Road, Khandallah, Telephone: 37-540.

ORGANISATIONS.

" CHOIR,

Organist a.nd Choirmaster;

Mr, W. L. Haggitt, F.T.C.L,, L.R.8.M (Lond)
President: Minister of 8t. John's Church,
Vice-Presidents: Miss R. E, Nichols, Mr, W. L. Haggitt.

Hon. Secretary: Miss H. D. Clyde, 30 Kelburn Parade,

Hon, Treasurer: Mrs. Pumfrey.

Hon. Librarian: Miss P, Lees,

Committee:

Misses Baird, Brodie, Curtis, Molly McXKenzie, Mills, Messra. Harper,
M. Pumfrey and Watt.

Life Members: Mr. and Mrs. . 3. Pope, Mrs. Kerry,

Sopranos (13): :

Mesdames Gleeson and Harper, Misses D. Atkinson, A. Benme, P.
Brodle, D. Chappell, H. Clyde, J, Hauchet, E. Ledger, J, McKenzle,
Mary MacKengzie, D. Mills, and R Nichols,

Altos (9):

Mrs. Pumfrey, Misges 1. Baird, J. Barron, J. Curtis, Z., Fraser, P.
Lees, M, McKenzie, B, Purdey and J. Renton.

Tenors (8):

Messrgs B. Harper, B, Pumfrey and M, Pumfrey

Basses (3): -
Messrs. F Strong, A, Wall andB Watt,
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‘Leader: Miss P. Brodie,

-EEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

SUNDAY SCHOOY.,,

. Superintendent: Mr. R. B. Fowler.
Teachors: Mrs, M. Bilby, Misses I. Butler, F. Cunlilfe, Z, I'raser, E.
MacKenzie, M. MacKenzie, G. Matthews, P. McNeill, A.
Wylie, Messrs, J, Bilby, M, Bilby, J. Long, N, Jardine {on
active service). .
Pianist: Mrs. M. Bilby. Librarian: Mr. W, Kraft,
Treasurer: Mr, ‘M. Bilby.
Secretaries:
8chool: Mr. H. Bunckenburg. Recording: Mr, H. B, Smith.
Cradle Roll: Miss E. MacKenzie.

8T. JOHN'S WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION.
President: Mrs. P, M. Caméero.
Vmo-Premdemts Mrs., J. M. Wilson, Mrs, C. KBI‘I

Treasurer . . - , Miss Bassett
Secretary . . .. . Miss M, Ralston. ‘
: 5 Grove Rd., Kelburn.

Mrs. C. Kerr
Mrs Pumfrey
Miss Miller
Miss Anderson
Mrs M. Fraser
Miss I, Chappell
Migs McKay '
Miss Brown
Miss Lowden,

Mothers’ Meeting
M.M.,B., League
Harvest Field

New Members’ Visitor
Sick and Relief Visitor
Busy Bees Rep. .
Evening Guild Rep. .
Corresponding Sec.
Tea Convener

SENIORE YOUNG WOMEN’S BIBLE CLASS.

Sub-Leader: Miss BE. Thomson.
Treasurer: Miss A. McKay.

Committee:

Misses W. Atkinson, L, Bilby, J. Brown, M. Gilliland, I Hermanns,
B. Kirkham, L, Kraft, D, Leeg, Z, Martin, J. Marshall, Mary
MacKenzie, Molly McKenzie, A, McLean, A.- Newton, M.
Ponider, I. Troup.

Secretary: Migs W. Norrie,

) Lite Membets; _
Misses M. Chappell, A Chappell, H. Clyde, I. Ferguson, R. Nichols
) and W. Millar.

SENIOR YOUNG MEN'S BIBLE CLASS AND INSTITUTE,
Leaders: W. J. Ferguson, 3 Zohrab St., Hataitai, E.2. 'Phone 54-332,
J. R. Marshall, 64 Kelburn Parade, W.1. DPhone 42-69%1.

Secretary: J. H. Miller, ¢ Raupo Street, Hataitai, ®.2,
Treasurer and Institute Fond Collector: ¥, Carruthers,
7
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Convener: W, williams.

- 1 J. C. Smaﬂl ‘L. Spack- Social Service: illi
Lm}kn?:; R, G. Buchanan, Outlook uiIIldCBad%erdJ Shaw.

e g~ Athletic: rawfo
Socmgon(} F, Vincent, R. Jaml e 1" Towman.

:'N. Scott.

Missions: - M, Browne, L. M11ne Raoms:
Discussion: J. Gregory. . (_)rgambt B. M. Wall.
Bible Study: A. G. Wiren,

JUNIOR YOUNG WOMEN'S BIBLE CLABS,

Le_ﬁder: Miss Ina Troup.

Secretary: Miss Jean Macdonald. TMreasurer: Miss Joyce Atkinson.

JUNIOR YOUNG MEN'S BIBLE CLASS:
" Leader: E. D, Fiekling. -
Secretary: E. S. Smith,

Treasurer; A. #leming,

BIGHTY-SBVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

KIRK SHESSION.

This year marks an epoch in the history of our church, and for
all His great goodnesg Session would thank our Heavenly I'ather.
Barly in the year, the Rev. J, R. Blanchard, who had been -our
minister for the past twelve and a half years, received a call to
Adelalde, and on the 27th August conducted his farewell service.

" We remember with deep appreciation and thanks his manifold

ministrations; his zeal in everything that pertained to the welfare

of 8t. John’s and to the Kingdom of Christ; and the gratifying

measure of success achieved during his ministry, and pray that the
btessing of God will erown his labours in his new sphere of service,

We were then led to Invite the Rev. J. Gibson Inkster, B.A.,
D.D., of Toronto, Canada, to supply for six months, and on the 27th
September we had the pleasure of weleoming Dr, and Mrs. Inkster
to our midst. The Doetor remained with us for eizht months, and
his gervices will be gratetully remembered for many years. Session
placed on record its appreciation in the following minute:—

“The Session of St. John's Church places. on record its
warm appreciation of the striking service rendered to the con-
.gregation by the Rev. John Gibson Inkster, B,A., D.D,, of
Teronto, Canada, during his ministry of eight months. Hisg

- pulpit work, which has won for him a wide reputation, has
been marked by great courage, definiteness, and evangelical
tervour; while in his pastoral visitation and in his attention to
the gick and aged and troubled, he has done more than can he
expected, and has been a means of great comfort and help and
1nsp1rat10n to many.’

“Strongly supported by hig giffed and gracious wife, he

- has won the hearts of a multitude of people, and as they leave

St. John's, théy carry with them the esteem and appreciation
and gratitude of the congregation.”

Then in February, the Rev. CGeo, McNeur, who has been our
rmaissionary for so long, arrived from China, with a view to retiring,

‘having given 39 yvears’ service. When we thlnk of the troubled

condition of that Jand, and tne grave d:mger which he at times
faced, we are moved to gratitude to God, that he has been spared to
9
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return to us, Sessjon prays thai both he and Mrs, McNéur will be
long spared to enjoy the rest they so richly desgerve.

Faced with a vacancy in the pulpit, the Presbytery was pleased
to'appoint the Rev. J. 3. Murray, M.A., to he our Interim Moderator,
His help hag been of great service, and although we have not yet
succeeded in securing a permanent minister, there is every hope of
a gettlement very soomn,

SESSION: It is with regret that we record the passing hence
of Mr. P. M. Cameron, a most esteemed member.

Wxtract from the minutes of 19th June, 1940:

“The Session and Managers of St. John's Church record with
deep sorrow the passing hence of Mr. P. M. Cameron, and the loss
which. they and the congregation have {hereby gustained.  Mr.
Cameron joined St. SJohn's in March 1923 and was inducted as a
member of Session in the same year, Since then he has never failed
of being a faithful and Toyal servant of hig Lord and Master of His
Church. ~ With unfailing modesty, courtesy and friendliness, he
exercised a quiet influence in the life and fellowship of the congre-
Zation, which will be greatly missed.”

“He was always regular in his attendance at church, and he
attended to his various duties as an elder with the uimost care and
fdelity, particularly showing a deep personal inierest Jin each
member in the district allotted to him.

“o his wife and family the deepest sympathy of the Session
and mabagers-is warmly extended, and also the prayer that cur
Heavenly Father, in His loving kindnesg and tender mercy will
nphold them in their sorrow, and s¢ enrich them with those things
over which death has no dominion, that in the day of His calling,
they may meet their loved one face to face, in the land where there
is no parting.”

COMMUNION ROLLE: The Communion Roll. has. received the
attention of Session during the year. The effective roll of members
on the 30th June, 1940, wag 689.

Admissions during the year were:—DBy profession of faith 38,
on certificate 46, making a total of 84.

" Removals: By .aeath 5, by digjunction and removals 103,
making a total of 108.

The attendancés at the qguarterly communiong weré:—Sep-
tember 547, December 522, March 674, and Juné 460, giving an
average of 551 for the year. )
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N MID-WEEK SERVICE: During the yvear the attendance at the
Mid-week Service ‘has been maintained, ~ Although lately there
appears to be a slight falling off, Session hopes that in our present
position, office-bearers and members will unitedly strive to do every-

thing possible to carry on this important branch of our Church
work.

SPECIAL SHERVICES: During the year IHig Hxecellency the
Governor-General has worshipped from time to time in St. John's
and has read the lessoms. The Annual United College Broadeast
Service of Scots and Queen Margaret Colleges was held on the even-
ing of August 6th. The Sunday School Anniversary was held on
October 8th, when the work of the children again -did more than
credit to the organisation of the Superintendent and Teachers and
those who had prepared them. On April 28th a party of about 150
members of the 1.0.0, Oddfellows attended the evening service. On
May 12th a special service, attended by the Inter Varsity Fellowship
nf Evangelical Unions (N.Z.) was held, at which the lessons were
read by the Rev. B. H. Williams, B.A., and Mr. J. T: Miller, LL.B,
A serviece to mark the opening of Parliament was held in the morn-
ing of June 2nd, when His HExcellency the Governor-General
(Viscount Galway) was present and read the lessons,

VISITING MINISTERS: During the year our publie worship
has been conducted by the Right Rev. J. Lawson Robinson (Moder-
ator General Assembly), Rev. L. North (Baptist Chureh),. Rev. J.
M. McKenzie, B.A.; LL.B. (Assistant Director of Missions), Rev,
W. A. Stevely, M.A., (First Church, Dunedin), Very Rev Geo. Miller
(Christehureh); Rev. T. W. Armour (Knox Church, Christchureh),
Rev. W, R. Hutchison (Wellington), Rev, D, N. MacPairmid, M.B.E.,
B.A. (Director of Missions), Rev, J, Gray Robertson, B.A., B.D.
(Hlsternwick, Melbourne), Very Rev. Geo. McNeur (Canton), and
Mr Howard Knight, B.8¢. (China Inland Missjon),

- STUDENTS: Session is pleased to note that the Wellington
Fresbytery has approved of the application -of Mr. J.. Holmes Miller
as a student for the ministry. Mr, Miller is a member of this
church, and Secretary of the Senior Young Men's Bible Clags. . We
will follow his career with deep interest and pray that he may
indeed be used of God. h

THANKS._—In a congregation so large as 8t. John’s, and
especially during a vacancy, inore than can he mentioned are;, under
God, responsible for the success of the work of the church. Sesslon
would specially thank those who from week to week give their time
to the work among the young and the Bible Classes; the service of
praise in the Choir; the placing of flowers in the Chureh, and to
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