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HISTORICAL NOTES.
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Services inatituted at Brooklvn by Mr, John Reith (now Calvin

Church) ..... . .
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FOREWORD.

For the past ten years it has been a pleasure to me to write
a brief foreword to the Annual Report. It gives me’ partieular
pleasure' to 'do 50 on this occasion. The year that has closed has
been interrupted by extended absence on my part; yet the record
ot work and achievement, as disclosed in the following reports,
shows that the effects of that interruption have heen reduced to a
minimum. To all whose steadfast loyalty and'faithful service have
made ihis possible, my grateful appreciation is most warmly ex-
tended. Above all, I join with you in rendering thanksgiving to
Him, by Whom we have been sustained and guided.

We are living in a chahging world., That fact calis the Church
to consider her ways and tbo examine her methods, in order that
she might minister adequately to the needs which a new world
presents. The ecity church ig particularly affected by this new
sitwation. There is evidence that this is being felt in other lands
and efforts are being made {o meet it. A Preshyterian minister of
note in one large city, for example, declares that “the days of
gingle ministries in the towns . . . are over. If the average large
town church is to fulfil its complex funetion in a complex world,
only a group with well defined spheres of labour ean break up the
diversity of duties, without themselves breaking down.” Such a sug-
gestion is certainiy in line with the trend. of modern life, where
the tendency is towards ‘‘mergers” and towards larger units of
common -action than that of the individual. I recognise, Jlowever,
that all this is beyond one congregation to think out and to decide.

The city wherein we are placed is growing. As it extends, the
problems for such a church as St. John’s will increase in number
and in complexity. Each congregation in the city is striving, in
its own sphere, (0 keep up with its task. Hence there is over-
lapping in effort, undue strain upen the man-power involved, and
multiplidation of expense incurred. If the time is not now- Oppor-

,tune it soon will be, when the eity congregations should’ put their

hearts and heads together to fice the situation and to consider
what can be done within the range of that which is practicable.
In the meantime, we have entered another yea'r of fellowship
and service in the canse of God. Let us expect great things of God;
let us -attempt great things for God. He has given us a work to

‘do in the place where we are set. Let us give our best to that

work, in terms of faith and hope, of love and prayer. They who
so trust .God shall not be disappointed. I ask each and all to join

“with me in marching into the new year with that spirit deep in

our hearts.

MINISTER.
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Dffice Weaters of St. Johns

‘MINISTER:
REV. 1. R BLANCHARD, B.A..

9 Wai-ti-ata Road. Telephone: 42-635. -

EIUSSIONARY :
REV. GEORGE H. McNEUR, Canton.

KIRK SESSION. Inducted

Troup, Sir @ A, CM.G.,, F.R.I.DA, 5 Cluny St, Kelburn
Mainland, H., 92 Fairlie Terrace, Kelburn ..

Johngton, A,, 33 Central Terrace, Kelburn . .

Sclater, J., Donald Street, Karori ..

Howitt, A,, 100 Lyall Parade, Lyall Bay ..
(Session. Clerk, 1931 1937)

Smith, A, P.; 12 Burnham Streef, Seatoun

Martin, A., Messines Road, Karori . . . . :
Fraser, Maleolm, C.V.0., O,B.E., 29 Rawhiti Tce, Kelburn
Cresswell, T, R., M.A,, 64 Raroa Road, Kelburn ..
Glover, ‘H., 91 Ka.r(_)rl Road

South, H. C., 21 Willis Street .
Ferguson, W. J.,' ¥ Zohrab Street, Hataitai ..

Sprait, . G, 69 Pitt Street, Wadestown

Johnston, A, D, Fea,therston .-

Dr. H. Ba.yldon Ewen 92 Inglig Street Seatoun
Wilson, J. M., 58 Glen Road, Kelburn .. . -
Cameron, P. M., F.LLANZ, 2 Kowhai Road, Kelburn
Blake, L. D., B.Sc., 62 Harbour View Road, Northland
Furdie, A., 81 Fairlie Terrace ' '
Fowler, R, B., 1 Don Street ..

Corkill, Dr. T. F., 319 Willis Street

MeLeod, D., 1 - Durham Crescent ..

Moore, R. D., ¢/o Head Office, Bank of N.Z,

Jupp, G, C., 35 Adams Terrace, Kelhurn

Cook, J. B. L, 28 Tirangi Road, Rongotai

‘S_ession Clerik:
Brown, D. B., 66 Hawker Sireet. Phone 53-439
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THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. '

Afmbur, W. A, M.A, Wellington College
Andetson, P. H, e e e . . b9 Hawker Street
Bilby, M. e+« « +« .« . . 17 Portland Crescent

Brodle, . P. - . . . . . . . . . 4a Watson StreeL
FIemlng, R. N. PO . 6 Wesley Street
Glover, N. J. L, Standan Street, Karori
Hunter, J. e e e e .13 Bidwell Street.
Ivory, A. H. ... .. 14 Springﬁeld Terrace, Kelburn
Johnston, R. . . . . . . . . . 179 Cuba Street
Martin, J. S. P 91 HEden Street, Island Bay
Marshall, J. R. ... 64 Kelburn Parade, Kelburn
Matthews, J. e . . . 18 Hapwa Road, Hataitai
Moore, W. . . . . . . . 23 Chilka Street, Island Bay
Pope, F. 8. .- <« . . . . . . 34 Kelburn Parade
Reid, W, .« . . . . . . 8 Huia Road, Hataital
Ritchie, D. .. . . . . . . . 22 Flers Street, Karori
Seoft, G. H. . . . . . . . . . 3 Wilkinson Terrace
Selater, J, R. . . . . . . . Vera Btreet, Xarori
Smith, H. B. PR 5 Robleson Street, Roseneath

Smith, H. McK. 14 William Street, Hataital
Stevenson, I. D, L. 22 Diley Street,. Kelburn
Strong, F. . . . . . . . . bbb Overtoun Terrace
Wall, A. L. . . . . o . . . . . BSeatoun Heights
Secretary of the Board of Managers:
J. A. Orr, Tennis Court Road, Khandallah. Thone, 39-540
Treasurer of the Board of Managers:.
R. Fleming, 6 Wesley Road. Phone 40-808.

GENERAT, COMMITTEES,

Finance Committee:;
Convener: Mr. Maleolm Fraser, 29 Rawhiti Térrace, Keuburn.
Telephone: 26-638.

Mr, P. M, Cameron Mr. R. Johnston © Mr. Ir, C. Spratt
., R, B, Fowler ", F. 8. Pope o AL T Wall
,, R. Fleming .. (. H. Scott . ,» H. Glover

o AL P, Bmith

Property Committec:

Convener: Mr, H. Glover, 91 Karori Road. Telephone: 53-824.
Mr. W. J. Ferguson . Mr. A. Martin " Mr. J. P. Brodie

J. Hunter ., W. Moore ., Ad. Howitt.

A, Johnston .» D. Ritchie ,» L. D. Stevenson
H. Mainland

LT}
"

T
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Seat-Letting Committee:

Convener: Mr. H, B. Smith, 5 Robieson St, Roseneath. Tel. 54-331.
Mr. P, H. Anderson Mr, D, McLeod ,.» J. M. Wilson
.. & Matthews ,» W, Reid

Enve,lope Contributions Committee:

Convener: Mr. P, M. Cameron, 2 Kowhai Road, Keiburn, Tel, 27-187
Mr. 1. R, Blake Mr N. J. Glover Mr. J. M. Wilson.
, - 8. Glover : .. J. 8. Martin

Jhoir Commitice:
Convener: Mr. F. 8. Pope, 34 Kelburn Parade. Telephone 26-493.
Dr, H. Bayldon Ewen Mp, R. D. Moore Mr. A. L. Wall
Mr. G. C. Jupp . F. Strong

&t. John's *Review” Magazine Commitieo:

Convener: .Mr. J. R. Seclater, Duthie and Vera Streeis, Karori
Telephone: 27-815,

Mr. I. D. Stevenson Migs M. MacKenzie Miss E. Thompson

., J. R. Marshall {Sub-HEditor) (Secretary)
(Editor)

. Outlock Committee:
Messrs. P, H. Andersol, J. A, Sclater, M. Bilby.

Convener Aliocation of Iocoms (ommittee: -

Mr. J. A, Orr, Tennis Court Road, Khandallzvh. Telephone: 37-540.

St, John’s Memorial Hostel.

Genel;al Management Commiitee:

Representing Church Managers: Rev. J. R. Blanchard, B.A., Sir G.
A, Troup, Messrs A, Mart‘m, H. Glover, Ad. Howitt, A, P.
Smith. )

Repregenting St John’s Y.M.B.C.: Messrs W. J. Ferguson, R. D.
Moore, and J. A, Orr.

Historical Records Committee:

Convener: Mr. Ad, Howitt, 100 Lyall Parade, Lyall Bay
Phone 16-414.

BRIGHTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORY

ORGANISATIONS

CHOIR. 5
Organist and Choirmaster:

Mr. W. L. Haggitt, F.7.C.L., L.R.3.M. (Lond.)

Pregident: Rev, J. . Blanchard, B.A,
Vice-Pregidents: Miss Nichols, Mr. Haggitt.
Hon, Secretary: Miss H. Clyde Hon. Treasurer: Misg J. Curtis
Hon, Librarian: Miss M, Clifford “Review" Notes: Miss J. Hanchet

Committee:
Mrs. Pumfrey Miss Lees, Mr. Parton
Miss Brodie Mr. Park Mr Watt
Miss Chappeil Mr. Pumfrey :

. Life Members:
Mr and Mrs F. 8. Pope. Mrs Kerry.

Sopranos (15)

Mrs. Gleeson Miss Brodie Mms Hanchet

,» Jacobs ,» Chappel} , Johngton

. Jupp ., Clifford ,» MacKenzie

Miss Bennie » Clyde - 5 Mills

,» DBowen . Flett ., Nichols
Contraltos (%)

Mrs Pumirey Miss Baird Miss McKenzie

,, B, Strong . Curtis ,»  Purdey

,» M. Strong »  Lees . .. Reid.
Tenors (4)

Mr, Jupp Mr Park - Mr Pumfrey

. McKay

) : _ Basses (9)
Mr. Boyd Mr F. A. Strong Mr Wall
,, Parton » T. B, Strong 5 Watt
SUNDAY SCHOOL,
Superintendent: Mr. R. B, Kowier.

Teachers:

Senior. Dep@r‘t‘ment Mrs Bllby and MISS Stoddart; Messrs Hooper
“Tand Fowler. :
Intermediate Department: Miss Paton; Messrs. J. Bilby and
Bunckenberg,
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Junior Department: Misges Glo.ver, MecNeill, Bell, Cunliffe and Mr.
M. Bilby.

Primary 'Department: Misses M. MacKenzie, M.A., McLeod, aud
. Bitler, ’

Teachers with leave of absence: Misses B, MacKenzie, D. Chappell,
A, Troup, P. Lees and Mr. A, Wiren.

Librarvian: Mr. W, Kraft, Treasurer: Mr. W. Bilby.

Cradle Roll Superintendent: Miss A, Troup.
Pianiste: Mrs M. Bilby,
Secretaries:
School: Mr. H, Bunckenberg., Recording: Mr H. DB. Smith.
ST, JOHN'S WOMEK'S ASSOCIATION,
Officers:
Hon, President: Mrs J. 1. Blanchard.

President: Mrs J. M, Wilson.

Vice-Presidents . .+ .« . Mrs Berry, Mrs C. Kerr, and
Mrs Halley
Secretary: .+ + « « Mrs P, M, Cameromn.
Treasurer: e e e Mrs A, Martin.
Visiting Commitice; .. Miss Anderson, Migs Badden.
Relief Committee: . . . Mrs Brodie.
Collectors of Members’ Fees: Mrs D. McLeod, Mrs Baden Smith
Harvest Field  Secretary: . Mrs H. Glover,
Maori Mission Birthday League
. Secrebary: .. Mrs Marshall,
Corresponding Member: . . Mrs Fowler.
Philatelic Secretary: . . Mrs D. 8. Wilson.
Busy Bees: . +« .« . .+ Mrs Baden Smith
Tea Convener: P Mrs Marshall
Young Women’s Evening Guild: Miss J. Hanchet. ‘
Mothers” Meeting: . . . Mrs P. M. Cameron, Mrs C. Kerr.
“Review” Correspondent: . Mrs P. M. Cameron,

SENIOLK YOUNG MEN'S BIBLE CLASS.
President: Rev, J. R. Blanchard, B.A.
Leaders:

W. [F. Ferguson, 3 Zohrab Street, B2,
R. D, Moore, 200 Oriental Paz-‘ade, El,

Secretary: J. R. Marshall, 64 Kelburh Parade, W.1.

Assistant Secretary: M. Highet. Treasurer: A. W, Taylor.
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) Committee:
Piscussions: 1. I Stevenson | Four Square & Badge:
Bible Study: A, Pybus H. A. Parton.
Missions:" A, Wiren Library: H. B. Middleton
Social Serviee: X, McPherson Athletics: G. M. Ross
Social: J. P. Brodie Rooms: J. H. Miller

Loolout: G, Rusgsell, T. Williams, C. M¢Donald.
Organistg: G. C. Jupp, W. B. Austin.
SENIOR YOUNG WOMEN'S JLASS.
President: Rev. J. . Blanchard.
Leader; Miss H. Clyde Secretary: Miss I. Troup

Sub-Leader: Miss P, Brodie Treasurer: Misg M. Johnston.
Committee:

Misg L. Kraf{ Miss A. Mourant = Miss L. Halliwell
., M. Martin ,, B, Johnsione ,, H. Henderson
,, G, Stewart ,»  J. Brown .» N, Todd
., M, Marshall ., B, Wilson ,»  D. Lees
.» M, Fraser ,, K, Norrie
. A, McKay »» E. Thomson

JUNIOR YOUNG WOMEN'S CLASS,

Leader: Miss B. Nicols, 83 Austin Street.
Secretary: Miss M. Blanchard, 9 Wai-ti-ata Read.
‘Treasurer: Miss J, Corkill, 319 Willis Street.

~

Committee: )
Missions: R. McNiel o Rooms: D. Scott, P. Cunliffe
Review: J, Harper Ox'pha.nuge:_ J. . Harper, and
Lookout: R. Jenkins, and P. H. Sinclaire.

Humphries-

JUNIOR YOUNG MEN'S CLASS.

Leader: N, J. Glover Athletic: J. Moncrieff
Secretary: . Fowler Discussion: W. Shaw
Lookout: T3: Russell Four Square; R, Macdonald-
Reooms: G, Sims Organist: B. Corkhill
Librarian: R. McCoy Mission: A. Fowler

Soclal: K, Johnstone Treasurer: L. Goetzloff

CHURCH OFFICER:
Mr. J. T. Thompson, Willig Street. Telephone; 54-299
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KIRK SESSION.

In presenting the 84th Annual Report, Sessioﬁ gratetfully
acknowledges that the good hand of our God has heen upon us

- throughoutf another year. The year hasg beer broken by the Minist-

er’s absence on leave from September 14th to December &th. 'This
break hag had its effect on the year’s work. We were fortunate,-how-
ever, in having the Rev. A. B, Kilroy, M.A. (8t. Andrew’s) as our In-
terim Moderator, to whom, along with those who go generously as-
gigted us with puipit supply, whose names are listed elsewhere, Seg-
sion extends its warmest thanks, The wize guidance of thé Interim
Moderator, the loyal co-operation of all who have the good of St.
.John’s at heart, the gservices of those who supplied the pulpit, and the
freshness and vigour with which the Minister has retiurned to his
tagk, have combined, in spite of this regrettable break, to make pos-
gible a report which compares tavourably with that of lxst year. Amid
much which gives good cause for thankfulness, Session is particulariy
gratified by the marked progress of the Dible Classes. The future
ig full of hope, when young men and women press into the fellow-
ship and service of the Church as they are doing in St. John's to-day.
Segsion is éonfident thai those who study the following reports will
unite with it in thanking God and taking courage.
OUR MINISTER: It was with deep thankfulness and much
“gladness that we welcomed our Minister on his return {rom America
and found that he had regained his health and strength. 1t gives
pleasure also io record that -this year our Minister has completed
10 years of service as Minister of St. John’s. The occasion was suit-
ably marked at a gathering of the congregation on March 17th.

We must place on record the power of his pulpit ministrations
and ths déepened insight and insistance of his message. The services
of the Sanctuary have been an inspiration and we are delighied that
the atiendances have been =0 well maintained. “,

In his pastoral work of visiting the sick, the infirm and those in
trouble, Mr. Blanchard’s services have been equally appreciated. In
a scattered congregafion like our own, this is a heavy task and not-
withstanding three months spent on holiday he has managed to make
397 pastoral visits during the year. During this period there have
been 22 baptisms, including 4 adults, 29 funerals and 45 marriages
(36 conducted by the Minister and 9 by deputees in his absence).

We regret to record that Mrs Blanchard’s health still gives cause
for anxiety, but trust that she soon may enjoy a complete Tecovery.
‘We pray that the Divine blessing may continue to rest on them both
and that their efforts may be increasingly Flessed and that they may
have the joy of seeing the work progpering in their hands.
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OUR OWN MISSIONARY: The Rev. George and Mrs. MeNeur
continus their. good wcrk 1n'Ch1na They have completed 35 years of
gignal service in the field; a record which has won the esteem of the
Chinese people, and the appreciation of the Church at Home. In ad-
dition to his work as Principal of the Union Theological Seminary,
(Canton, and as a-Pasgtor in the Seventh District, Mr MceNeur has been
appointed mission treasurer, and has had exira duties as delegate
from the Canton Synod to the General Assembly of the Church of
Christ in China, which mef in 'July at Tsingtao. Thus his burdens
increase, and are made all the heavier by the anxieties ariging. from
the Sino-Japanese probleras with which China is afflicted. Session
urges the congregation to unite with it in praying that strength of
bhody, mind and spirit may be vouchsafed these servants of Christ,
and that amid the dangers of their situation they may be kept in
the shadow of the Almighty,. .

SESSION MEMBRRS: Session warmly congratulates its Senior
Elder, Sir George Alexander Troup, ¢.M.G., F.R.[.B.A., on the honour
of knighthood conferred upon him by His Majesty the King, in recog-
nition of his many gervices in all that pertains to the welfare of his
fellow man. In deing so, Session ineludes Lady Troup, whose graci-
ous co-operation with Sir George in every good work has been a help:
tul factor in his many achievements, Session prays that he may be
leng spared to wear this honour of knighthood and that Lady Troup
may be long spared also to share it with him,

Deeply regretting the condition -of health which occasioned it,
Session accepied the regignation of Mr. Ad. Howitt from the position
of Session Clerk, which office he had held since October 1931, Ses-
sion records its appreciation of Mr. Howitt”s lavish expenditure of
time and energy as Session Clerk, his unfailing concern for the sick
and needy, his genial welcome of visitors at the door of the Church,
hig research into the history of the congregation, and the exemplary
neatness with which he kept all records. Session also appreciates the
sacrifices made by Mrs, Howiti in this connection, and prays that, in
His good pro‘vide_nce, God will erown their years with health and
every good thing. ' :

. The matter of a suitable memorial to the late William Hopkirk
reccived special attention and steps are being taken to erect a memor-
ial Lectern brass memorial tablet in the Chureh. . In addition to the
Lectern tablet it is proposed that a memorial be instituted to provide
an annual prize for the Sunday School.

Session weleomes Mr. D, B. Brown to itg ClLI‘kShlp, commends
hirm to the congregation, and expresses the confidence that hig gifts
of nature and of grace will enable him effectively to aphold the
best fraditions of the high office to which he has been called.
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COMMUNION ROLL: Session hag given attention to the diﬂi-
cult matter of keeping the Communlon Roll in acecurate order. It
reports as follows:—

’I‘he effeetive roll number on June 29th., 1937:~675,-numb9r
on supplementary roll: 69, Total: 744,

Admissions durlng the year:—On protessmn of fa,}th 30 on
certificate: 64. 'Total: 94, .

" Removals:—By death (see page 29): 7, by disjunction, ete.:
52. Total: 59.

COMMUNION SERVICES: An inerease in the numbers attend-
ing Holy Communion is again yeported. The only exception wag in
September last, when the weather affected the attendance. Tt ig in-
teresting to record that the March Communion, which was the clos-
ing Sunday of Mr Blanchard's 10th year of Ministry among us, was
also the largest Communion service in his Ministry in 8t. John’'s, as
well ag the largest ordmary Communion service in the history of the
congregatlon

The figureg for the last three years are:— . )
Sept. Dee, March, June, Average.

1934-b 436 511 4986 513 504
1936-6 517 528 484 546 518
1936-7 476 530 560 546 5256

A Presbytery Communion was observed at the first meeting of
the Presbytery in 1937; and a special service of Communion was
held, Wednesday, November 256th. This was for the benefit of 7 Weli-
ington College Boys, who were making profession of their faith and
who-age term holidays began prior to the December Communion. In
the absence of the Interim Moderator it wasg conducted by the Rev.
P. J. Wainwright of Island Bay. :

MID-WEEK SERVICES: These services continue to be a source

of ingpiration and help fo these who exercise their privilege of af-
tending. * Our Minister there gives of his best; taking the deep
things of God, and dealing with them in a way not possible at the
Sunday services.

Prior to going on hdl‘iday, Mr. Blanchard gave a series of de-
votiona] studies on the “Life of Christ.,”” Whilst Mr. Blanchard was in
America, the services were taken by Rev. A, B, Kilroy, A. J. Parker,
W. &. Carpenter, Messrs, M, Fraser, F, C, Spratt, A. Johnston and W.
Ferguson., To all these gentlemen the Session is deeply indebtéd.
Since hisg return, Mr. Blanchard has been giving a series of addresses
on “Consecration.” 'These addresses have beeh extremely helpful.
It is a pity that more of our number do not make time to attend these
meetings and Session would urge that all engagements on Wednes-
day evening he subordinated to the high engagement of prayer and
fellowship at the mid-week gervice.
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SPECIAL SHRVICES: The Annual United Broadcast College
service, attended by students of Scots and Queen Margaret Colleges,
was held on the evening of August 2nd. A Calvin Commemoration
gerviee (1536-1936) was held on the evening of August 9th, when a
special order of serviee, modelied on that followed by Ualvin in his
Church at Geneva, was.used. The Jubilee of the opening and dedi-
cation of the Organ was observed at both services on August 16th,
when Mr, J. Maughan Barnett, senior surviving pasi organist of St.
John’s (1895-1812), came from Auckland and presided at the organ,
The Sunday School Anniversary was held in October 4th., when
the children again excelled themselves to the pleasure and profit of
large congregations, reflecting great credit upon the organisations of
the Superintendent and Staff, and upon those who had trained the
children. St. Margaret ]?.iay wag observed on November 15th, when
the students, old girls, parénts, and staff of Queen Margaret College
attended the morning service. A campaign of churechmanship was
also held during November. A Christmas choral service was held in
the evenlng of December 20th and a short serviece on Christmas
morning. During Lent; the Choir rendered anthems gpecially suit-
able to the season, the organist gave recitals of lenten music at 6.45
each Sunday evening, and the Minister preached on lenten themes.
On the Sunday evening pricr to Easter. the Choir rendered, for the
firgt time in St, John’s, Harold Moore’s impressive ecantata “The
Darkest Hour,” while & service was held on Good Friday morning.
On the morning of April 25th, His Excellency the Governor-General
attended the mornlng service and read the lessons, On May 9th ger-
vices of prayer and dedication in view of the ecoronmation of their
Majest_ies King George VI. and Queen Elizabeth were held.

VISITING MINISTERS; During the year our public worghip
hag been conducted by the very Rev. I D. Scott and Revs. George

‘Carpenter, lan Fraser, M.A., Th.D., A, B. Kiiroy, M.A., J. 8. Murray,

M.A., A. H, Nordmeyer, M.P., Morton Ryburn, M.A. (Punjab Mis-
gion), A, J. Parker, B.A,, (Chatswood, Sydney); while Ruv. P. T,
Wainwright (Chaplain of Scots College), offered the prayevs at the
United College Broadecast service,

VERY REV. J. H. MacKENZIE.—A¢ the last Agsemn:bly, the
Very Rev. J. H. MacKenzie, a member of St.. John’s for the past
twenty years, retired from the office of Assembly Clerk. For- 25
years Mr MacKenzie had held that high office and had served there-
in with high distinetion. Session unites with the whole Church in
the grateful regard in which Mr, MacKenzie is held, for his long
and fruitful jabours ag preacher, pastor and ecelesiastic; and unites

“also with the prayer of the whole Church that there may rest upon

hig eventide the peace of God which passeth all understanding.
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SERVICE OF PRAISE: Session gratefully acknowledgesﬁ the
work done by the Choir under the very able leadership of our Choir-

master and Organisi, Mr. W. Lawrence Haggitt. The praige portion -
of our services combines musical efficiency with reverence and the -

true Spirif of worship. - Vigitors frequently comment on tha high
standard maintained. Congratulations are extended to Mr, Haggitt
and the Choir, on winning first place in the Choir Contest.at the
Wellington Competitions in September lagt, Appreciation is also re-
corded of Miss Bowen’s service_at the organ and with the Choir, dur-
ing the leave of absence granted Mr. Haggitt on the occasion of hisg
marriage. On that occcasion, Session united with the Managers in
extending good wishes to Mr. and Mrs. Haggitt, and In meaking a
suitéble presentation. For some time, a new supply of hymn books
has been needed. The Nevisod Church Hymnary hag generally com-
mended itself throughout the Church as a superior manual of praise,
and the Church Praise is gradually going out of use, Session has
therefore decided to introdtice the Hymnary to replace the Church
Praige in our public worship. Session cannot emphasise too strongly
the importance of the service of praise in our public worship, and
the privilege it is to assist in leading the same. This avenue of ser-
viee, which the Choir presents, is earnestly commended to those who
have been entrusted with the gift of song.

STUDENTS: Messrs. I. Dixon and J. Linton, two students ior
the Ministry who left this congregation for Knox Theological Hall, sit
for their final examinations shortly. We wish them success. Rev. RR.
C. Lamb, B.A,, another St. John’s young man, who was licensed last
year, has received his first appointment to Ounerahi, in the Whan-
garei outfields. We pray that God will abundantly bless hig labours
in this pioneer field. It is a pleasure to Session to note that the
Presbyterian students in residence at Wellington College now. num-
ber 30, and to record appreciation of their regular attendance at the
morning service and the reverent manner in which they participate
in our public worship. )

LITERATURE: The vestibule Bookrack, under the manage-
ment of the Senior Y.M.B.C., continues its valuable work in provid-
ing pamphlets and bronchures on aspects of life and religion, &t cost.
This important provision is earnestly commended. Special mention
iz made of the Pointing Finger series of essays issued by the Pub-
lications Committee of the Y.M.B.C. ' These have had a wide cireula-
tion in New Zealand and Australia, while they have been read in
England, Europe, and even more remote parts, Session congratu-
lates those who have managed this venture and assures them of itg
interest in the future occasional essays which they intend to publish,

The monthly “Review’ continues its useful mission in dissemin-
ating knowledge of the congregation’s Iife and work throughout cur
scattered membership. In congratulating the editor and his com-
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mittee on the guality of the reading matter provided, Session would
gtress the need for practical contributions to enable this monthly to
continue and its distribution to remain “gratis.”

The “Wayside Pulpit” continues to sow the seed of faith and
hope, in the minds and hearts of countless passers by. Signs are not
wanting that many appreciate this silent service. Session thans
those who have it in hand for this effective coniribution to the cause
of Christ. ’

INTER-CHURCH FELLOWSHIP: The annual bowling match
between the men of St. John's and Kelburn Church was played in
January, and resulted in a win for St. John’s, The Bible Classes of
the c¢ity and suburbs continue te be drawn together by the inter-class
harrier runs, in whieh our young men play a prominent part.  Dur-

_ing the year, this fellowship was extended by a visit of a team of har-

riers from the Auckland classes, . .
OBITUARY: During the year, ten of our members in full com-

_munion fell on sleep (see page 29). Numbered among them were

several of very long standing in 8t. John’s, whose presence among us
was a strong support to the fellowship and service of the congrega-
tion. We are the poorer indeed for their passing. To the homes and
familibs thus bereaved Session extends its deep'est sympathy, with the
prayer that the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, will
keep their héarts in the love of Christ. '

THANKS: In a congregation so large as St. John's, more than
cali be mentioned are, under God, responsible for the success of the
work‘of the Chureh, year after year. To all, therefore, without whose
work of faith, labour of love and patlience of hope, the good record of
this year would not have been possible, Session extends its thanks.
Mention should be made, algo, of the resignation of Mr. D. 8. Wilson,
as Clerk to the Managers, who had held that office since 1928, and
wag compelled to relinquish the same by pressure of other duties. He
gave himsell unsparingly to the work of his office and to the over-
sight of the Hostel. Session expresses its grateful appreciation of
hig devotion to S8i. John's throughout the years. Session would es-
pecially thank those who from week to week have attended to the
work of placing flowers in the Church. Thanks are also extended
to the Press for space given in its columns to the affairs of St. John's,
to the Broadeasting Board for the provision of its facilities in relay-
ing Church services, and to Messrs., Fleteher Bros. for again provid-
ing the platform for the Sunday School Annniversary.

CONCLUSION: To all who unite with us in worship of the
great Head of the Church, Session tenders greetings and encouraze-
men{’in every good word and work. May the beauty and peace or
the Lord our God be upon us through the coming year, preserving day
by day our geing out and our coming in, and establishing the work
of our hands upon us.
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BOARD OF MANAGEMEJNT.

During the perlod under review, the Board has endeavoured to
give careful attention to the va.rlety of matters coming under its
jurisdiction and feels that it has made some small contribution to the
work for the Master

During the year we lost the services of M[essrs J. Wood and L.
J. Watkin. Mr. D. 8, Wilson, for many years Clerk to the Board re-
signed and a motion of thanks and sincere appreciation of his faith-
ful and arduous services was placed on record in the Mmutes Mr.
Wilson was succeeded . in Tig office by Mr. J. A, Orr.

The work of the various sub-commitiee has heen performed
faithtully during the year and the thanks of our members are due
to them. )

During the latter part of 1836 when our Minister was on ex-
tended leave of absence, the. work of Chairman of the Board fell to

the 1ot of Mr. Malcolm Fraser, who continued in this position till his’

departure for the Homeland. The Board extended to him and algo
to Mr. A, Johnsion who is overseas its best wishes for a pleasant
holiday.

During the year the Board made the necessary financial arrange-
ments for the purchase of supplies of the New Church Hymnary and
the arrival of the new stock is expected at an early date.

It wag coneidered that the St. John’s Memorial Hostel was not
fulfilling its intended function so the Hostel was closed and the pro-
perty is now being leased. An endeavour to sell the property was
made but was not succesgsful.

CHURCH OFFICER: HRecently the Church Officer, Mr, J. R,
Simpson -Tesigned and the Board was able to appoint to the position
Mr. J. Thompson.

The Board continues to be represented on the Committee of
Management of the Boys’ Institute and thus associate itself with this
important work among the boys in the Wellington distriet.

FINANCE:  The usual Stateﬂaent of Aceounts is given a8 an ap-
pendix to this report. .

When reviewing the aecounts for the year ended 30th June,
1936, it wag thought that it could reasonably be expected that with
the general return of more prosperous times - together with higher
wages and salaries, more particularly dating from 1Ist. July, 1936,
that the revenue for the Church year commencing on that date would
show a corresponding improvement, but so far the ' extra money
does not seem to be coming the way of the Church,.
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Compared with last year, both the Plate Collections and Enve-
lope system show decreases and although Seat Renis are £3 above
the low fevel of last year, the total revenue from these three sources
is the lowest for several years and is rather difficuit to reconcile with
the apparently prosperous. conditions ruling outside. The average
individual contributions to the Plate QGfferings and Envelope System
both showed a slight deeimal increase and it is felt that bedrock has
gsurely now been reached and that an upward movement will start

~and gain momentum during the new Church year.

In.order to-meet our obligations it became necessary to lssue
a special appeal and Sunday, 27th June was observed as Thanks-
giving Day. With numerical donations slightly fewer, the reaponse
was excellent from those who gave, and from all sources, approxi-
mately the same amount was ralsed as at last year's. Thanksgiving.
Sufficient was realised to clear all our business liabilities and also to
pay in full our Assembly Budget Assessment of £522, which reﬁre-
sents our portion of the sum required to carry on the work of the
Pregbyterian Church of New Zealand at Home and abroad, Attention
ig directed to the table on page 43 showmg how this comparatively
large gum has been obtained. The young people s organisations con-
‘tribute quite a material portion and the Senior Young Women'’s Bible
Class deserve mention for the sueccess of their effort which produced

£33 this year.

Allowing for the £100 loaned to St John’s Memorial Hostel
Committee and which will be repaid on a gale belng made the re-
ceipts and payments balance one another and we once again have the
good fortune to start the new Church year withouf the 1ncubus of a
debit balance. This iz much to be thankful for and we are not un-
appreciative of this particular one of our many blessings.

So that our financial requirements for the ensuing year (1937-
1938) may be generally known, the Estimates are shown on the in-
side cover. The Board of Managgrs trusts that its expectation of in-
creased revenue will this year be realised so tnat it may be possible
to carry out several desirable improvements and renovations {entail-
ing no structural alterations) in both church and school buildings.

Should any member or adherent of the Congregation desire fur-
ther information on any point, on due notice being given before the
holding of the Annual Meeting, it will be gladly given by the Hon.
Treasurer, the acting Convener, (Mr. F. 8. Pope) or any member of
the Finance Committee,

The opportunity is taken again of tendering our warmest thanks
to Mr. Harold K. Douglas, A.R.A. (N.Z.) for his valued services as
Honorary Auditor. These dare always made available freely and un~
grudgingly and are fully appreciated by the Board.
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CHOIR REPOR/I.

At 30th June, 1937, the roll stands at 34—a decrease of 4 on
last year’s’ roll. Nevertheless a good attendance has been maintain-
ed throughout the year and on three ocecasions only has it been
necessary to abandon the anthem on account of insufficient repre-
sentation of the four parts,

In all, 88 anthems were sung, including 64 separate works,
many of them new to both choir and congregation and in addition
a very fine rendering of Moore’s Cantata ‘““The Darkest Hour’ was
given at Easter. On May 9th, on the occasion of His Majesty’s Coro-
nation Willan’s Coronation Ode was sung at both Morning and Even-
in§ Serviceg.

A notable event during the year was the 50th Anniversary of

the opening of the present organ, to mark which special services were .

held on August 16th. Mr, J. Maugham Barneti, who oceupied the
position of Organist in St. John’s from 1895 to 1912, came from
Auckland to preside at the organ,

Lagt yeal we were pleased (o record that on a firs{ ventury we
secured second pilace and a cash prize of £5 in the Wellington Coin-
petitions. This year we are delighted- io place on record that we were
succesgful in winning first place with a cash prize of £15, and also
the honour of holding Messrs, Chas, Begg and Co.’s Shield for one
year. Pari of the prize meney was spent on a choir photograph,
copies being given to Mr. Blanchard, Mr. Haggitt, the Church and one
retained for ourselves, (We hope some day to have a real practice
room of our own in which to dispiay it!). A further sum was spent
oh new anthems to re-stock our library and the balance is being helad
over in the meantime, '

Towards the cloge of 1936, congratulations were extended to Mr,
Haggitt on the ocecasion of his approaching marriage to Miss Burge
and at a very happy social evening held at the home of Rev. J. H. and
Mrs. MacKenzie a suit‘a,ble_ pregentation was made. During Mr, Hag-
gitt’s absence for several weeks, Miss Bowen very acceptably filled
the position of Choirmistress and Organist.

The Annual Picnic was held at Butterfly Creek and although in--

volving a strenuous walk was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

We-are glad to have the opportunity of recording S_hort newsy
itema each month through the mediuvm of the “Review.”

On the 15tk May, the Choir held its annual social and were, on
this occasion, the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Wall of Seatoun. The guest
of honour was Misg Pear] Brodie, who wag presented with a moroceco-
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bound copy of the New Hymnal in appreciation of her very efficient
work as Seeretary of the Cheir for the past four years, a position she
found it necesgary to relinguish through taking over the Leadership
of the Senior Young Women’s Bible Class,

In conclusion we would express our appreciation to Mr, Haggitt
for his patient and untiring efforts to train us up in the way we
should go, and we would also thank our President, Mr, Blanchard,
for hig pre-service devotional period and for the interest he takes in
ug at all times. :

SUNDAY SCHOOL.

The total number of scholars on the roll during the year was
119 as compared with 139 for the previous year; the average attend-
ance was 79 ag-against 84 for the preceding year.

Promotion Day was held on the 18th October. The Rev. J. H.
MacKenzie delivered the address, presented the clasg and Assembly
Examination prizes, and made the promotlons,

The Young Worshipper’s League now has a roll of 48 which is
4 more than last year. Miss D, Glover now assists Miss McNeill as
Mr. A. Wiren has undertaken responsibilities in the Senior Bibl
Clags. )

Owing to the epidemic of infantile paralysis the school was
closed over the period when annual picnie, Mother’s Day, Sunday
School Union Examinations and our turn for service at 2YA are held
80 these functions had to be missed. '

The 83rd. Anniversary of the School was commemeorated on
S}mday, 4th October and the thanks of the school are again due to
Miss Cray and Mr. Pumfrey for their excellent work in training the
children and to Miss E. MacKenzie for her congiderable share in this
work as pianiste,

The co-operation of the Bible (Nasses throughout the year is-
greatly appréciated. Their good support has been a source of in-
spiration to both scholars and staff.

In accord with the practice of past years the total offerings of
the children was eontributed to Missions and the amount of £17/10/-
was forwarded to the Church treasurer,
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WOMEN’S AS«SOGIATTO\T AND P.W.M.U.
REIPORT

The Association has just completed another successful years’
work. There are 46 active memberg and 56 honorary members on
the roll. Meefings have been held regularly, with an average a,ttend‘-
ance of 30. '

We ragret to have to report the loss sustained by the Associa-
tion, through the passing of the following members:—Mrs. D. Scott,
Mrs, MeCulloch, Mrs. Parton, and Miss *ghes Scott. To their rela-
tives we tender gur sincerest sympathy. ’

During the year special efforts in aid of the sale of work were
held, A coin afternoon held in the Young Men’s Bible Class room
realised £1 0/14/3 Another at the residence of Mrs. Malcolm Fraser
resulted in an amount of £18 being raised, and a Jumble Sale wag
the means of raiging £7.

.The Annual.Sale of Work was held on Friday, October 30th,
1936, The opening cerémony was performed by Her Excellency, Vis-
countess Galway‘-'who offered her congratulations to the members of
the Assoclation on the suceess that had atiended their efforts, in pro-
viding such an a;ttractive display of goods-for sale, Ag the result of
thig effort £175/2/6 was handed to the Church Treasurer. The
thanks of the Association are due to the Busy Bees, the Young Wo-
men’s Evening Gﬁli]d, the Managers, the Bible Classes, and all those
who in any way assisted to make thig funetion a success. ;

In recognition of the generosity of the Young Men's Bible Class
in granting the yse of their classroom from time to time, an amount
of £10 raised by a special effort was handed to them.

The wotk of;providing garments for the Boyy’ and Girls’ Orphan-
ages iz gtill carried on with interest by Association members, and
during the year ]2 girls’ hand-knitted jumpers, 34 ginglets, 34 suits
of pyiamas, and 23 pairs of stockings were sent. to the Homes.

The visiting, of the homes of needy families and ‘the relieving
of necessitous eases is still- continued: by Mrs. Brodie. The valuable
work done in this connection has beeft much appreciated.

The accession of new communicant members during the past
year has been considerable, and the task of visiting and welcoming
these has been congcientiously carried out by Miss Anderson and
Miss Badden. A pleasing result of this work hds been the addition
of a number of these members to the roll of the Assoclation,
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The Mothers’ meeting continues to be held fortnightly and the
attendance is well maintained. The work carried on is much appre-
ciated by its members,

The thanks of thoge 1esp0nsible for thls work are due to the
Two Garment Society, also to members of the Women § Asgociation
for gifts of clothing and money for this purpose.

EVENING GUILD.

It is with pleasure that the Evening Guild reports a year of pro-
gress in several ways. . There has been an increase in membershlp,
inereased interest and eo-operation have been shown: by membets and
these factors have heen apparent in‘the inereased Tesults reported for
the year, L .

The mémbership now stands at 30 with an a.ve'rage attendance
of twenty at the monthly meetings, which continue to be held in the
homes of various members of the Women’s Asgociation and Evening
Guild. Six meetings were held and the following ladies acted as hos-
tesses:—Mesdames Marshall, Martin, J. M. Wilson, D. 8. Wilson,
Misses Ferguson and Helliwell. To these ladies the Evening Guild
exXpresses sincere appreciation of their warm and cheery hospitality.
The apiritual and missionary significance of these meetings has been
kept before members and appropriate devotions have been eonducted
at 'the commmencement and conelusion of each meeting.

The thanks of the Evening Guild are extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Glover, who lent their home for a “Coin”’ Evening which te-
sulted in the sum of £8/8/- being handed over to the Women’s AS-
gociation. The Guild fzels that this evening funection is a valuable
coniribution to the social life of the Church and is much heartened
by the expressions of appreciation received from several gources.

The Guild is pleased and thankful for the privilege of assisting
the Women’s Asgsociation to a greater degree this year in the pre-

‘paratory work of the Bazaar and 2lso in the actual business of gelling

articles from the Work Stall, there being two guild members on duty
both afternoon and evening,

Ag we can look back on a year of happy and profitable fellow-
ship, so we look forward to the coming year in confidence that an-
other season will find us all ready and willing to work for our Master
in whatever way may seem hest.

Regular monthly meetings of the P.W.M.,U. have been held dur-
ing the year, and we wish to thank the following who have given
addresges:—Mrs. R, Inglis, Mrs. Waddell, Mrs. Gorrie, and DMiss
Mitchell, '
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The Busy Bees under the direction of Mrs. Baden Smith still
continue their activities, and, as usual have given valuable assistance
at the Annual Sale of Work

The Maori Mission- Birthday League was in the capable hands

of Mrs. C. Kerr until Mareh 1937, when i was taken over by Mrs,
Marshall. The number of eontributors is 100, and the total amount
subseribed £4/11/9. " Mrg, H. GloverA has attended to the distribution
of the “Harvest Field.” The number of suhscribers is 71 and the
amount of subscription is £5.

.Mrs, D. 8. Wilson still contmues her very useful work ag Phila-
telic Secreiary. :

Three sacks of clothing -have been sent to the following Maori
Mission Stations;—Nuhaka, Taumaranui, and Te Teko.

. The usual parcels of groceries were distributed amongst needy
families during the 19%5-36 Christmas season.

The Asgociation is deeply grateful to the Board of Managers for
carrying out the exiension to the Basement Parlour. The additional
gpace and lighting provided thereby is much appreciated.

An importani decision has been arrived at as a result of a ¢on-
terence with the Board of Managers. For some time past, it-has been
thought that-instead of holding a sale of werk, a scheme of direct
giving should be instituted in order to provide the amount usually

handed over by the Association for Migsion purposes. After a full’

discussion’ this policy was unanimously adopted, and details of the
scheme are now under consideration.

The Assoczatlon deslres to express its thanks to the Honorary
Auditor, Mr. R. Fleming, and to all those who in other ways have
helped in its activities during the year. : :

v
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The Class year ends at the 31st March and most of the figures
in this reporiare as at that date this year.

) Membership: There has been an inereass in the membership
during the past year. The number on the roll is now 67, buf there
are at least 20 more prospective members who are qualifying for
membership. The average atiendance is now over 50. A letter has
been sent to Ministers throughout New Zealand asking them to let us
know of young men coming to Wellington. We have 53 communi-
cant. members, :

MISSIONS: The total amount collected for the year ig as fol-
lows:—Travelling Seecretary, -£8/12/1, Foreign, £31/0/3; Boys’ In-
sfitute 19/4; New Hebrides, 3/-; Maori, 3/-; Home, 3/-; Orphanage,
£3/1/68. Total £44/2/2. - :

SOCIAL SERVICE: The support given to distressed families
during the depression has been found fo be'no longer nécessary and
has been withdrawn, A number of members are taking an interest
in the Boys' Institute and the Orphanage by organising games and
club work each week. One member is leading a Bible Class at the
Boys’ Institute and others are on the Management ‘Committee, The
Wayslde Pulpit 1s still maintained. ’ :

SOCIAL: The Social Commitiee organised 16 social functions
during the year, including soeials, zocial clubs, teas, a pienic and o
banguet. Members fook part in the Inter-Bible Class music and
elocutionary competitions. Some also attended the Retreats held

- during Labour Pay week-end and at the beginning of June.

SPORT: The Cricket team played in the Junior ¢ Grade. The

. Tennizs Club was well supported and appreciated the new pavilion

and the five-day week., The Badminton Club now has two courts
and this has led to increased membership and an improved standard
of play. In athlefics, the ¢lass lost the Easter Camp Cup, but won
the District Shield and the Inter-denominati:pna.l DBanner. The Har-
rier Club is popular and the Martin Shield was won for the eclags
teams’ race, while the cup presenied for the Club Championship

-wag won by one of our members (Jack Armstrong). ‘During the

winter the Saturday Night Club’ is held. The Class won the Basket-
ball Banhar at the Indoor Sports. Teams were entered in the seven-
g-side Football and Swimming Sports. The ‘annual class camp was
held at Wallaceville during Anniversary Day week-end. A number of
members attended the District Raster Camp at Waikanae,
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