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. HISTORICAL NOTES.

-~ Preshyterian Services “inuugura-ted s e e e e ' 1834
Wellington Snrveyed ....... e ettt e, N 1840
Jongregation (now St. John’ s) formed, serviees held in Athenaeum " Gth Nov., 1853
Rev., John Moir indoncted ...... e i . 6th Nov,, 1853
Sunday Sebool apencd ...........ee.nns e PN 1853
Tirst Session and Deacons’ Court somstituted . ................ 5th Jan., 1854
Fivst (,mmnurmm Hervieo ouvv e e e e . 4ih Jun., 1854
First Chureh opvned (acuommodn.l.e 300) COWilils Street, I'Mhyu\ .

Tan  CHurel o L i e et b e 218t Aug., 1858
First Chuvreh enlm'ged .......... P 1366
Rev. John Moir votired e 4th July, 1867
Number of Mvmbers on Communion Roll: 67 . P e 1868
Rev. James L'ate'rﬁon inducted o.oveiiiiin i e 26th Nov., 1868
Chureh further enlarged a.nrl re-opensd for pubhc warship ...... 7th May, 1871
Mt. Cook Branch Hunday Sehool first opened in Francis Plage .., 1872
Wirgt Service in Wadestown, by Rev, -Jus, Paterson ........... 1874
Foundation: Stone of. S8etond Church laid by Marquiz of Nounanl)v

Governor of New Zealand ... ...uu v i, 20th June, 1875
SH(‘-U!I(] (‘hmch (fronting Williz Strect) epened (accommodation,

BON) e e L T T 12th Dee,, 1875
L’;'and of Hupv' first furmcdkrnomh(‘r'silip, 105 . .viues e 1878
Mission started at NL‘wtown, now St. James’, under Mr. Robt.

Hopkirk P N T T, PP 1870
Muanse ereeted, Wu‘olcombe. Stroe_t e e 1880

Chureh Praise introduced

1884
New Church destroyed by ﬁr(, :

. 9th May, 1884

Sunday Schaool Building, Dixen 8treet, opemed ................ Nov., i884
Foundation Stone present Church laid by Bir James Prendergust,

Chief Justice of New Zealand ...... et e e 14th May, 1885
I'resent. Church ppuu,d {accommodate 90(}) e . Gih Dec., 1885

Organ installed in Charch ...... P L L8586

The Bible Ciass Movement, now so generally established in’ connec-
tion with the various denominations throughout New Zealand,
~had its origin in the Class formed by Mr, Geo, A, "'roup in

connection with 8t Joho's ...... b e aaia e e 1888
Young Men’ s Biblo Class Reom opened .......,. AN - 1846
Extension of Bunday School Buildings in Maedonald Crescent .- 1903
Rev.’ Jamos Paterson rebired . e : 1903
Rev. James Gibh, D.D., inducted ................ Ceveveveee.. 12th Aug., 1903
Herviees instituted at Bluuklyu by Mzr, John Reith (now Calvin

Church) sty Ve i e e . 1904
Individuai Communieon Cupst first uged ..... e e . 1904
New Chureh Praige adopted ... i oo iriiiiennans 1910
St, John's Memorial Hostel opened e ree e ey ’ 1419
Memorial Window to soldiers who fell in the Great Wa.r 1914-18 .

~unveiled P 1990
Memorial Window in memdry of Hon, J, &. W. Altk(,n llnvmled .. 198
Rav. James Gibb, D.D., retived . . e E e 1928 .
Rov 3 B Dlenchard, B4, indyed . i T M 007
Young Men’s Bible Class Soclal Parlour opened RN 14th Dee., 1081

Mural -Brass Tabléte to Reve, J, Moir, J. Patorson, Dr. I. @ibb
apd Mr. M, D, Menelaus. New Oak Communiocn Table, Me-
torial Chairs to Messrs M, D, Menelzus, A, Hopkivk, and
» W, Allan PN 1935

OFFICE-BEARERS.

Minister:
Rev. J. R, BLANCHARD, B.A,

Manse: McKengzie Terrace, Telephone: 42-635.

o Missionary:
Rev, GEORGE H. MCNI*_.UR Canton.

session Clerk:
MR. AD HOWITT, 100 Lyall Parade, Lyail Bay. ‘Telephone 16-414,

Clerk to Board of Managers,
Mr, D. 8, WILSON, 11 Fairview Cres., Kelburn Telephone: 27-220
! Treasurer: o
Mr. R. FLEMING, ¢ Wesley Road., Telephone: 40-808.
Envelope System:
Convener:
Mr. . M. CAMERON, F.LAN.Z,
Telephone: 27-187, ‘
Treasurer:
Mr. H, GLOVER,
91 Karori Road,
Telephone: 53-824.

Secretary:
Mr. J. M. WILSON,
58 Glen Iload, Kelburn,
Telephone: 26-707.

(Jonlwner of Finance Coinmittee:
Mr., MALCOLM FRASLR, )
29 Rawhiti Terrace Kelburn. Telephone: 26-638.
“Our Missionary’” Fund:
Mr, N. GLOVER, Treasurer, “Awatea Flats,” Moxham Avenue,
Hataliai.
Convener Seat-Letting Committee:
Mr, H. B. Smith, 5 Robieson Street, Roséneath. Telephone 54-331.

Convener of Property Committee:
Mr H. GIL.OVER, 91 Xarori Road, Telephone: 53-324, '
Convener of ‘Choir Committee:
Mr. F. 8. POPRE 34 Kelburn Parade. Telephone 26-4935;
Convener Allocation of Rooms OCommittee:
Mr. J. A, ORR, Tennis Court Road, Khandallah. Telephone: 37-540
—
Convener of St, John's “Review” Magazine:
Mr., A, B. LANE, 84 TUpland Road, Kelburn, Telephone 26-237.

Organist and Choirmaster:
Mr W. L. HAGGTITT, P.T.C.L., L.R.8 M. (Lon.), ¢/0 8t. John’s Church

Church. Officer:

Mr. J. R, SIMPSON, Willis Street, Telephone: 54-299.
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Sclater, J., Donald Street, Karori ..

"eorkﬂl Dr. T. F., 319 Willis Street
: _,MeLeod DT l)urhe,m Crescent .
; .__=_Mo_or

KIRK SESSION.

Moderator., :
Rev. J. R."BLANCHARD, B.A.

ELDERS . Indueted.

Troup. G, A., (JM(J' FRIBA bluﬂySt
Kelburn -

Mainland, II 92 F‘mhe Terrace Kelburn- .
Johnsion, A., 33 Central Terrace, Kelburn . .

Howitt, A., 100 Lyall Parade, Loyall Bay ..
Smith, A, P., 12 Burnham St., Secatoun ..
Martin, A., Mehemes Road, Karor

Fraser, ‘\f[dloolm C.V.0., 0.B.1, 29 RdWhltl
Terrace Kelburn M e e

Cresswell, 1. K., M.A., 64 Ravoa lio.;l.ol Kelbn
(xlover H, 91 Karorl Road ..
South, H. b., 21 Willis Strect .. Lo
Ferguson, W.-J., 3 Zohrab St., Hataitai .. ..
Spratt, I, C., 69 Pitt Sireet, Wadestown ..
Johnston, A. D Featherston

Dr, II. deldon LWLn 92 Inglis St., bedtoun
Wilson, J. M., 58 Glen Road, Kolburn ..

‘Cameron, P. M FILANZ, 2 Kowhal Road,
K.elburn ..

Blake, L. R., B*be 62 Harbour V1ew Road
Northld,nd

Purdie, A, 81 quhe Terraee
Fowl_er, R. B., 1 Dolr_btr_e.e_t PP
Brown, D. B., 62a Hawker Btreet

R D e/o Head Ofﬁee Bank of N/
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MANAGERS AND COMMITTEES——FOR 1936-37.

Armour, W, A, M.A, . e e WellmgtOn College
Anderson, P, o B . 5% Hawker Street

Bilby, M. ... ..‘ 10 Percival Street
Brodie, J. P. "4a Watson Street
Fleming, R. . 6 Wesley Road

Fleming, R, N, . § Wesley Road

Giover, N. ... ... .. "Awatea".Flats Moxham Avenue Hataitai
Hunter, J.© . o et e e . 13- BldWell Street
Ivory, A, H. e e

. 14 E;prmgﬁeld Terrace, Kelburn

Johnston, R, - 179 Cuba Street
Jupp, G, C. ... 35 Adams Terrace Kelburn
Martin, J, S, ... . $1 Eden Street, Istand Bay
Marshall, J. R. e s e i e 64 Kelbuen Parade, Kelburn
Matthews, J. . o i e e 18 Hapua Road, Hataitai
Moore, W, .. . 23 Chilka Street, Island Bay

OTT, J. AL s s e s e e e e e C/o Education Department
FPope, F, S. e e 34 Kelburn Parade
Reid, W, .. « e 8 Huia Road, Hafaitai
X .. 22 Flers Street, Karori
Scott, G. H. .. . 3 Wilkinson Tertrace
Selater, J. Bl oo e e e e e e e . Vera Street, Karori
Smith, H, B. .. Robleson Street, Roseneath
Smith, H, MeK, . 14 William Street, Hataitai

Stevenson, L D. . . oo s 22 Disley Street, Kelburn
Strong, F. .. . : e e DB Overtoun Terrace
Wall, A, L. - Seatoun Heights
Watkin, L. J, ... 10 Glasgow Street, Kelburn
Wilson, D. 8, _ 11 Fairview Crescent, Kelburm
CWood, T

........ 33 Waipapa Road, Hataitai
Propert,y Oounnuttee

Messrs., W. J. Ferguson, J. Hunter, A, H, Ivory, A, Johnston, H.
Mainland, J. R. Marshall, A. Martm W. Moore, D. Ritechie, I D.
Stevenson, J. P, Brodie, J. Wood and H. Glover (Convener)

Sent-Letting Committee:

Messrs P. H. Anderson,-J. Matihews, D. McLeod, W Reid, L. J.
Wlatkin, J. M, Wilson and H. B Smith (Convener)

Finance Committee:

Mesgrs'P M' Cameron, R.” B. Fowler, R. Fleming, H. Glover, A. D.
Johnston, R, Johnston, .T A, Orr, F. 8. Pope, G. H. Scott, A. P. Smith,
H. McK. Smlth T C, S‘ptatt G. A. Troup, A, L, Wall and M, Fraser,
(Convenery, )
Envelope Contributions Committee:

Messrs. L. R. Blake, R, B. Fowler, H, Glover N. Glover, J, S: Martin,

© A, Purdie, .T R. belater J. M. Wilson and P. M, Cameron (Eenvener),

Choir Commitiee:
Messrs, M. Bilby, Dr. H, Bayldon Bwen, N. Glover, G. C. Jupp, R.
Johnston, R, D. Moore, F. Strong, A. L, Wall, I.. J. Watkin, . N.
Flﬂmmg, and F. 8. Pope (Convener)

St. John's “Review’” Magazine Committee:

Messrs. A. Purdie, . B. Fowler,’J. R. Sclater, I. D. Stevenson, J. R.
Marshall (Editor), Misses M. MacKenzie (Sub Editor), E. Thompson
(Secretazy) Mr. A, B. Liane (Convener),

(Continued on page 6.)
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MANAGERS AND COMMITTEES (Cont.)

Allocation of Rooms:
"Mr. J. A, Orr {Convener),
Session Clerk and Clerk to the Board of Management are members
of all committees ex-officio.
. John’s Memerial Hostel,
(;Qn’rzﬂ Manzgement Committee:

Rtepregenting Chureh Managers: Rev. J R. Blanchard, BA Measgsrs.

G. A. Troup, A. Martin, H. Glover, D. 8. Wilson, A Howits,
A, P. Smith,

Representing (. John's Y.M.B.C.: Messrs. W. J. Ferguson, R. D,
Moore, J. A, Orr, and Ian Gibson.

Representing Ladies” Auxiliary: Mrs. J. M. WllSD'ﬂ Mrs., A. M Wilson
and Misg W, Millar.

OFFERINGS, SEAT-LETTING, ETC.

The Ordinary Sunday Offerings by plate and weekly
envelope, together with Seat Rents and other general reecipts,
appointed by the General Assembly, and meluding Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Fund, Assessments for Assembly Exponses,

the chief of which are the Minister’s stipend, salaries of the

Church offieials, ete.

~ Special Offerings arc made from time to time: (1) As
appointed by the General Asscmbly and including Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Fund, Assessments For Assembly Expenses,
Maori Missions, ete.; (2) As appointed by the Office-bearers,
and including Sunday School, Relief of Poor (qualterly) and
otlicr approved objects.

The Church Extension Fund which is wholly devoted to-
wards estahlishing new charges and. assisting others through-
out the Dominien, is raised by means of the envelope system.
Tnvelopes for the purpose are placed in the pews quarterly.
Many of the settlers in remote districts would he without re-
ligious ordinances but for the facilities provided by the Home
Mission Funds of the Chureh.

Foreign Missions: The contributions of the congregation
to Missions are collected gquarterly by the Women’s Missionary
Association.

Seat Letting: A number of the Seat-letting Committee
ig in attendanee at the close of the mid-week serviee to let
sittings to applicants. Many firid the payment of scat rents a
econvenient method of contributing to the Chureh revenue.
Those desirous of renting sittings or requiring further infor-

mation, shonld apply to the Pew Rent Treasurer, Mr o B.
Smith,
6

CHURCH CALENDAR.

Qacraments: Holy Communion is observed on Second Sun-
day- of Mareh, June, Heptember and December.
Baptisms are administered in  the Church by
arrangement with the Minister, :

Sunday: Public Worship, 11.0 am. and 7.0 p.m,
Sunday School. Dixon Street Hall, 2.30 p.m.
Bible Classes—Young Women, Class Room, Dixon
Street Hall, 245 p.an.
Young Mcen, Class Room, Willis St.. 245 p.m.
Junior Young Men Managers’ Room 245 pom.
Junior Young Women, Class Room Dixon Strect
Hall, 2.45 p.m.

Tuesday: Women’s Association, Basement Parlour, Fort-
nightly, 2.30 p.m. and first and third Monday at
7.30 p.m,
Evechine Guild, 4th Monday at 7.30 p.m,
Women’s Missionary Union, Basement Parlour,
fourth Tuesday, 2.30 p.m.

Wednesday : Mid-week Serviee, each week, Willis Street Class
Room, 7.30 p.m.
%=:510n first Wednesday in month, 830 pm.
Managers second Wednesday in Inon‘rh 8.15 p.m.
Mothers’ Meeting, every second Wednesday,
Dixon Street Hall, 2.45 pm.

Thursday: Choir Practice, each week, 7.30 p.m.

Sunday Sehno] Cluhs, Dixon St Hall, 7 p.m.

Saturday: Y.M.B.C Social Club, every week Willis Streef
(*lags Room,

(iymnastic Classes meet in Gymnasium during winter months.

Band of Hope mects in  Primary Department roem every
Monday evening from dJunc to August



PASTORAL LETTER.
To the Members and Adherents of the Congregation.
My Deca? Friends,

At the forefront of the report which iollows, I would
sound the note of thanksgiving. Onece again we have come to
the end of 4 yvear in our work for God through His Chur‘ch,
and we thank Him that He has enabled us to achieve what is
here recorded. The devotion of many hearts, the labours of
many hands, and the will te. work together have under God,
brought us through

Death has been active in our midst. In deepest sympathy
we commend those for whom that has meant deep, personal
sorrow, to the encouragement of God’s comfort. As a congrega-
tion, we remember that, while death brings a sense of loss,
it ‘multiplies the ties that bind us to the Unsecn, wherein rur
resources lic and whence eometh our help. It adds to our re-
sponsibilities and stimulates our endeavour, for we must make
our work for Christ in Iis Church worthy of those who- have
gone before, .

The Church stands to- day in the midst of an unsettled
world, in Whleh the worst is constantly threatening. That has
come to pass beeause pegple have hecome so dhsorbed in this
present world as to neglect and forget God’s spiritual world.
Ttence there arc divisions on the carth instead of unity; strife
instead of peace. The task of the Church is to make her wit-
ness aceordingly. 1t is her function, through her public wor-
ship, to hring home to people the reality of God’s spiritual
world ; and so to build them up in the gualities of that world
as 'to make its desirability felt by others. Each and every
membher is involved. m that function, But who are we to deem
ourselves sufficient for that high task? We do not deem our.
selves sufficient, All we can do is to place ourselves in God’s
hands, that ITe may amend our faults and make ug according
to His likeness in Christ. It is a slow process. But it iy God’s

way, and e is very patient,

TIn that spirit, then, let us come towcther in our Chureh

fetlowship and set out in the work that lies ahead. As we do -

s0, we may confidently go forward without fear of what the
consequences will be,  But if we fail to do so, we shall go for-
ward only to fall short of the gﬂod which G‘rod has in-store, 1
am confident that we are not going to let onrselves fail in this
eall to consecration.

Your sincere Minister and Friend,

KIRK SESSION REPORI:.

The Session, in prescnting the 83rd Annual Report, for
the year ending June 30th, 1936, rejoices that the All-wise
Heavenly Father has been with the Congregatipn throughout,
blessing Hig faith(ul people as they have sought, in His name,
to ex‘r(Jnd His Kingdom. Otherwise such a report of attainment
could not bé pT’ObU’ltLd “for who is it that saith, and it

~ cometh to pass, when the Tord commandeth it not1*’

A decp fecling of gratitude and thankfulness to Almighty
God fills dur hearts for past mercies and blessings, and for
the inereasing spirit of adventurous faith and  endéavour
which is so apparent in the congregation, the possibilities of
which arc unliinited when the service is undertaken in the
spirit which eries “‘Ah Lord God! behold, Thou has made the
Heavens and the earth by Thy great powc,r and- stretched out
arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee.”’

The thanks of the Session to all who have served are re-
corded elsewhere,
The Sick,

To the many sick members in the congregation and to
those upon whom the years have thickened, hringing with
them the infirmities of age which prevent attendance at the
Serviees they love, the Minister' and Session extend their
sincercst sympathy and pray that the Great Physician may
lay upon them Hig loving hand in physical and spiritnal
healing, and that Hisx Presence and Consolations may ahbide
with them in richest measure.

2
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THE MINISTER.

On. the 17th of March last the Minister, the Rev. J. K.
Blanehard B.A., commencea the ibtn year of his minwstry
m St. John’s. In the minds of the great majority of the con-
gregation his induetion to the important charge and the mark-
od impression he immediately made by his finely constructed,
carcfully reasoned and eloquently delivered pulpit utteranees,
placed him in the highest order as a preacher,

The intervening yeurs bhave been crowded with strenuous
endeavour to build up the congregation and the Kingdom of
Christ, with the gratifying measure of success recorded in
previous and the present reports. _

As Minister of St. John’s, and possessing unusual energy
and organising ab.lity, Mr. Blanchard continues to have mauy
unavoidable demands made upon his time in the interests of
Preshyterianism generally and in assisting in the direction of
other braneches of Christian activity, and at present holds the
following offices —Convener of the General Assembly’s 1’ubli-
cation Committee (Wellington); Convener of the Wellington
Presbytery’s Committees on Broadeast and Public Intercsts;
Chairman of Secots College Board; Member of Queen Mar-
garet College Board ; Member of Y.M.C.A. Board; Vice-Chair-
man of P.S.S.A.; President of the New Zealand - Alliance
(fifth suceessive year).

During the year he received several invitations to <con-
duet Church anniversaries in other parts of the Dominion, and
on March 15th last he was the special preacher at the Service
of Thanksgiving in the Christechurch Cathedral in connection
with the Diamond Jubilee of the Christchurch Y.M.C.A,

As the result of these activities added to his work in St.
John’s, the Minister’s strength has been overtaxed; and after
the close of the Church year in June last, the Session inii-

mated to Mr. Blanchard their desire that he should tuke a .

three months’ holiday and the Managers having approved
the financial arrangements, Mr. Blanchard left for Vanconver
on the 156th Scpt. with the best wishes and the earnest prayers
of 8t. John’s for a pleasant holiday, and a speedy ircstoration
to health,

Mrs. Blanchard left for Australia last Februarv. on an
extended wvisit in scarch of health, and returned on the 10th
Sept. much improved, All join in the wish that Mr. and Mrs.
Blanchard may soon be restored to a full measure of health.

We pray that the rich treasurcs of spiritual and temporal
health inay ever abide upon Mr and Mrs Blanchard and family.
10

OUR OWN MISSIONARY.

The Rev, George and Mrs, MeNeur resumed their duties
in China early in March last year after an absence on furlough
in New Zealand of 12 months. _

Mr McNeur has been asked by the Canton Synod to
give part of his time to the Union Theological College, of
which, he is the Principal, and part to pastoral work in the
Seventh District, consisting of 4 counties—a territory in
which our Chureh has for over 30 years had a special interest.

‘I'he Kong Chuen compound there, is still the main centre
of the aetivities of the Preshyterian Chureh of New Zealand.
The Hospital and the Tak Kei Garls’ School are there; it is
{rom there also that the cvangelistic mussionary goes forth
on his rounds; and it is thither that the workers of the Distriet
repair for retreat, conference, and Ireshytery mecting

Mr MeNeur’s duties must, with the dual responsibility,
entail a heavy burden.

‘We pray that the rieh blessing of God, endowing him
with the neccssary health, strength and spiritual power may
be upon him as he goes in and out on the Master’s work
in the Canton villages, and that he and his family may be
preserved in safety in these troublous times.

THE SESSION.

The ranks of the Session have been reduced by the loss of
three members—one by death and two by removal from

- Wellington, Mr Wm. Hopkirk, our beloved Senior Elder, was

called to his rest after serving the Session with rare fidelity
for 48 years, wherein his practical intercst and help extend-
ed inte every section of the work of the Church. The mem-
orial minute passed by the Session is ineluded in this section
of the Report and steps are being taken by tho congregation
to place a suitable memorial to his memory in the Chureh.

Mr W. A. Patterson removed to Khandallah, and
Mr W. G, Wohlmann to Auckland, Mr Patterson served for
7 years with encrgy and zeal. THis willingness to undertake
service was cxceptional, no task ever being vefused, his
District visitation often covering as many as five Rlders’
Distriets, He was also econvener and collector for the Home
Mission Committee and carried out all his duties with earve
and thoronghness. '

Mr W. G. Wohlmann was a most faithful and eonseien-
tious Elder over a-period of threc years, Tlis service was one
11



of quiet earnestness, the call to discharge which was ever
accepted and undertaken [rom a keen sense of duty, and
completed with courtesy and efficiency.
ANl three will be greatly missed in the Session.
No addition to the membership of the Hession has been
made during the year. _
The Session extend a hearty welcome to the incoming
members of the Board of Management, ingluding the two new
members, Mr. J. I’. Brodie and Mr R. N, Fleming.

MR WITLLTAM HOPKIRK,

The following minute has been adopted by the Session of
St. John’s Church, Wellington .— _

“Phe Session of St John’s Church records with decp
sorrow the passing hence of Mr William Hopkirk, who, for
the past 14 years, has been the honoured and.beloved senior
elder of Session. It would be difficult, if not impossible, te
find a longer record of faithful service to Christ and His
Chureh than that which stands to the credit of the late Mr
‘William Hopkirk.

“*Arriving in New Zcaland with his father and brothers in
1873, he immediately joined 8t. Joha’s Church, and at the
end of 1875 hecame a Sunday School teacher therein. He
conducted Infant Class in the Mount Cook School from 1886

1o 1895, was secretary to the Willis Street and Mount Cook.

Sunday Schools from 1885 to 1894 was appointed deputy-
supetintendent of the Willis Street Sunday School in 1895
superintendent in 1904, and honorary superintendent in 1922,
whieh position he held until the day of his lamented decease.
He beecame a manager in 1876, and was ordained an elder in
1888, his father and his Uncle Robert being members of the

same Session along with himself for many years. From 1922

to the day of his passing he was chaiiman of the Finance
Committee, and was a member of the Seat-Letting Committee
for nearly 60 years, being its convener from 1903 until he died.
Practically all the records of this eommittee in.our keeping,
going back 56 years, are in thig handwriting. For many years
he was a member of the choir, and took a speeial inferest in
the training of the children, being so anxious that they should
fearn to sing aright the praises of the sanctuary that he held
special classes for that purpesc, Appreciation of his services in
this connection is expressed in annual reports from 1889 to 1903,
For many years he was the superintendent of the Band of
Hope which was formed in 1878, and a faithful member
of both the Literary Society and Fellowship Association -

12

“Mr William Hopkirk did not confine his service to the
church of hig fathers simply to the congregation of St. John’s
IIe gave of his timc and substance as a member of the Board
of Queen Margaret and Seots Colleges, and also as s member
of the Orphanage Committee, He was an active worker as
well in the carly days of the Wellington Boys’ Institute, As
a representative elder fo both Assembly and DPresbytery, he
was ever faithful in his attendance upon the.duties of such,
and gave good service on many committees of hoth courts.
Other congregations in the Presbytery of Wellington than that
of St. John’s, the British and Foreign Bible Society, the New
Zicaland  Alliance, the Young Men’s Christian Association,
and other. like bodies have good reason to be thankful for
the intercst he showed in them and for the liberality he
cxercised towards them.

“In the busines of life of the community Mr Hopkirk
was well known and highly respected. He trod the way of
commercial endcavour not only with industry hut alse with
an unguestioned  personal rectitude, ever kecping himself
unspotted by what is known as the commercial spirit,

“The large congregation which gathered in St. John's,
filling the body of the church, on the day of his funeral, will
long he remembered as a singnlarly impressive tribute paid
by the ¢hurch and the eommunity to ohe who had served his
God faithfully and well.

“Mr William Hopkirk leaves a fragr_an.t memory which
many within the church and without will long and affection-

~ately cherish. His life being fed from unscen sources, he

was as a tree near planted by a river; the leaf of his spirit
did not wither, and he did not fail to bring forth in its scason
the fruit of good works. Thus was he ever cheerful in the
face of difficulties, wise amid practical problems, charitable
in his judgment. of his fellows, and particularly kind in his
love for dhildren. His example is a challenge and an inspira-
tion to those who suceeed him, reminding them that so long
as such gimplicity towards Christ as was his continues, the
glory and the strength of the Church will not fail, but grow
from more to more.

“With deepest sympathy we commend his wife and
family to the God of all comfort, praying that e will keep
them in His perfeet peace, and in nnbroken fellowship of
spirit with their loved one, until the day break and the shad-
ows flee away, and in the place of light perpetual they rejoice
together before Him Who sitteth upon the throne and Who
spreadeth His tahernaele over all His faithful children,”
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FINANCE. S .

A most satisfactory financial report has been placed before
us by our esteemed Treasurer, Mr R. Fleming The members
have, by their liberality, enabled the Treasurer to
meet the ehureh’s financial obligations for the year, but this
has heen accomplished only by a striet serutiny of all pro-
posed expenditore to a point whercin the efficiency of the
work of Christ has been somewhat restricted.

The liberal have been again liberal in the recent special
thank offering appeal to mect cur obligations, but what is
required is a meore equitable distribution of the giving over
the whole of our membership so that the burden may press
heavily on none, but that a sufficiency of finance may result,
thus enabling the minagers to carry on a progressive policy
of church work which would return a rich harvest in éfficiency
and blessing ‘ : '

In the recent thank offering appeal it was gratifying to
note the ingreased number of individual contributions, in-
dicating that the hurden of St. John’s is heeoming more widely
distributed. - There is still room for this distribution to grow,
and we confidently look forward to that coming to pass.
When each and every member of a congregation does just what
he and she can, financial burdens are easily borne, and their
problems easily solved. : o

COMMUNION ROLL.

Owing to the fluctnating nature of a eity. population the Roll
of St. John’s is very difficult to keep accurately. This
year special attention has been given to this, and the supple-
mentary roll has heen increased .

At -the‘ end of lagt year the number on the rpll stood at
720, exclusive of a number on the supplementary roll, which
now . stands at 89. This number, however, will be an ever

fluctuating one, Liast year there were 20 “Invitation’”

egommunicants. This year they number 31.
The effective roll number on June 30th, 1936 is 665

The -supplementary roll number is .. .. 89
' ' —_— 754
Admissions during the year were:
On profession of faith .. . .. .. 33
On certificate .. .. .. .. .. 60
— 93
14 .

Removals—
By death (see ““In Memoriam’™ page 43) .. G
By digjunction, ete. . .. .. .18
. —_ 79
Showing an inereage in ncew membership over
removals of .. ee o e .. .. 14

COMMUNION SEHRVICES.

Tt is a pleasure to report the 3rd successive annual increase
in the number§ attending Holy Communion. The only ex-
ception oceurred in March last, when owing to an nnusually
stormy Sunday, the numbers were ohly 484, a decrease of 12
compared with the previous March., Morcover, the attendance
of 546 in June was the largest in Mr Blanchard’s ministry,
and also the largest ordinary communion attendance in the
history of the chureh. The record attendanee, however was
at the special Jubilee scrviee in December 1913 when 586
¢ommunicated.

The ﬁguﬁés for the 1.s¢ two years are:

- Sept. ~ Dee. Mareh June
1934-5 496 511 - 496 513
1935-6 517 528 484 546 .

A Presbytery . Communion was disp-enspd at the first
meeting of the Presbytery in 1936,  During the year the
Minister has officiated at 25 baptisms (including 6 adults),

and 26 funcrals, and has made 487 pastoral calls; 60 mar-

were condueted by deputics in the Minister’s absence.
riages have heen cntered in the church register, of which 10

CHURCH SERVICES,

Tt is encowraging to state, that nothwithstanding the
prevailing genéral conditionis so inimical to full- attendance
at divine worghip on the Sabbath, the attendance at the Lord’s
Day scrvices, during the year, shows a slight inerease as com-
pured with that of the previous ycar. Members are exhorted
to keep a carcful wateh on all insidious influences which ad-
versely affect regular church attendanee, and to realize not
only their obligation, as Christians, to attend, but also their
privilege of so doing in obedicnes to the Scriptural injunetion

- ““‘Not forsaking. the assembling of oursclves together.”” Thus,

to the spiritual benefits constantly emanating from able and
15 .



