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OFFICE-BEARERS

IHiserster :

~ Rev. JAME_S GIBB, D.D., The Manse. Wooleombe Street.

“Telephone 716,
Aisgionary -
Rev. GEO. H, McNEUR, Canton.

Session Clerk :
Mr. M. D. MENELATUS, 43 Ellice Avenue.
l'elephone 1424,

Clerk o Maragement Committee :
Me. C. BARY, 2% Oriental Terrace. :
Telephone 4120,

Gleneral Treaserer: :
Hox. J. G. W. AITKEN, M.T.C., & Levy Street.
"Telephone 7124,

A ssistamt Treqsurer :

Mgr. J. LEUCHARS.

Joint Conveners of Church Faotension Commitiee :
Messra, 4, R. STONE axn D. DOUGLAS.

Joint Conveners Seat-Lefting Committee :
MEesszgs. Wi, HOPKIRK, axn G. H. ELLIFFE.
Telephone 785A
Orgarist and Choirmnster :
Mr. Cu. W. KERRY, 20 Sieverston Terrace.

_ Women's Assveiation :
PresipExT: MRs. (GIBB.  Skcrprany; Miss SINGLAIR.
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DFFICE - BEARERS — continued

Parigh Workers:
Miss SFEEL, Mr R. B. SNODGRASS.

Youuy Womew's Glaild:
. PRESIDENT: Dr. GIBB
Vicp-PresipeNts: Misses ALLAN, SMITH axp WILLIAMS

. Sunday School Superintendent:
A e, Wi HOPKIRE.

IR

Younyg Mew's Bible Class:
LEaner: Me G 0. ELLIFFE

Young Wome's Bible Class: ]
LEspER: Mg, J. BOAT,  Soe-LEADER: Mrss M. CHAPPELL.

The Boys' Instituie: .
Hox, PRESIDENT : DR, GIBB. TPRESIDENT: Mg. G. A. TROUP

_ Clored. Officer
Ir. J. WHITEMAN, Willis Street.
Me. I Telephone 4123.

V - - . * l‘: ‘5
TFor the purpose of war-time scotlomy the pages containing list

of offies-bearers and other workers, ebe,, ave omitted this year.
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universally entertained that in less than another
” year the horror of the war would have passed

W away. It is with us still, and no man..knows

l , when the end shall be. We have indeed ceased
1 to speculate, perhaps even to hope for its speedy close—
hope deferred maketh the heart sick, and the mood, at least

of the moment, is one of grim determination to endure to
] the end come how and when it may. We have our duty to

SO

""::I' WELVE months ago the hope wus well-nigh

do, and though church life and agencies are dislocated and
sorely strained this is but the common lot in all departments
\ of human affairs. The absence of most of our young men
makes a difference to the work and is especially felt in the
: Bible Class, Choir and Sunday School. Even the Sunday
services must suffer, and the pinch will be harder later on,

for quite a number of our younger married men are shortly
going into camp.

But, in spite of these drawbacks, the work has made
good progress. It has been found possible somehow to sup-
ply the lack of men in the organisations of the church, and
the congregations assembling on Sunday have, as a rule,
; been very large. The Communion roll shows an increase,
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For these things we thank God and take courage. We have
indeed much to be thankful for, we, the people of New
Zealand and the members of the New Zealand churches.
The shadow of the war lies deep on homes that have suf-
fered bereavement; but the shadow on New Zealand is
slight compared with that on the Mother Land; and when
we think of the misery endured by the people of France,
Belgium and other countries, we feel almost ashamed of
our state of exceeding comfort. Surely the Lord’s mercies
shouid deepen our gratitude and intensity our desire to serve
Him, o

Rown or Honousr.

The number of men and women we have from first to
last given to the service of their country is 252. Of these
27 have been killed—13 during the year under review. Sixty
have been wounded, and of the wounded 37 have returned
to New Zealand, most of them now discharged as unfit. for
further military service. A few of the wounded have been
able to return to the ranks.

From the men at the front many letters have been re-
ceived breathing a spirit of fortitude and steadfast resolve
that puts to shame the megrims with which we who “re-
main by the stuff” are too often visited. They do not, of
course, speak of their valour, but others do and the military
honours that have been bestowed on a number of  them
testify to their qualities as soldiers; while chaplains and
others in a position to judge speak warmly of their equal
steadfastness in the faith of Christ. We are told again and
again how slight a hold the Church has upon the soldier, and
indeed the young manhood of the Empire seem to be largely
beyond the pale. But one thing is certain: we may be justly
proud of the men of the church, and of the men of our own
congregation. . None exceeds them in courage on the field
of battle, and they stand equally firm against what one of
them has described as “the fierce temptations of a soldier’s
life.” We may in face of much that is depressing find com-
fort in the testimony the war has yielded to the value of the
Christian Church and the Christian home. The service
these render to the moralisation of the nation is incalculable.

To the men at the front we send a message oi keen ap-
preciation and good cheer. We teil them that we are proud
of their courage and endurance, and that they are never

T

forgotten in our prayers. To the wounded men i 1

in England and the 'wounded who have reﬁrrtllelcrll ﬁ)os%léi];
Z_ea_lanq we extend our heartfelt syn__lpathy, and truyst that
they will suffer no.permanent impairment from their ifs
juries. The relatives of the men who have died we com-
mend to the compassions and sufficient grace of the Most
High. These brave lads have passed beyond their care, but
God has them in His keeping, and there is surely consolation
in the thought that they died not for Empire only but for
the rights of men and the Kingdom of God. S

Special reference is due to the office-bearers of. the
church who are engaged in the war. Of one of them -
Gavin Reid, a member of the Committee of Management,
the past tense must be used. He was wounded in the knes
but had struggled back to shelter and safety, when looking
round he saw a comrade struck down and badly wounded
some -distance behind him. e stepped out into the arena.
of death, picked the wounded man up, struggled back with
him, and had again almost reached safety when he fell, shot
through the spine. It was a V.C. deed, but would have te-
mained for ever unkrown had not the man he saved. found
himself in a hospital cot next to that occupied by Gavin’s

brother who had also been wounded in the fight.

R.J.Crawford and J. A. Orr, also members of fhe .Man;
agement 'Commlttee, are somewhere in France; Mr: Craw-
ford having thus far escaped injury, and Mr. Orr having

recovered from a wound received some months ago.

_ Two elders of the church, G, W. Morice and A. R.
~tone, are in active service. Mr. Morice, who has been in
perils many, has thus far happily met with no wound: and
Mr. Stone, at the time of writing, is rapidiy_neariné his
destination. Both were stalwarts, and of Mr. Stone it may
with reason be said that he was one of the men whom the
church could‘least spare. -His sympathy reached to ‘every
branch of the work, and his energy was inexhaustible.

Thése men, with the others of otir fellowship, and tineir
anmous—fhezaﬁ'tel(il/I relatives we commend to the continual sue-
cours of the Most High, praying that He may lift- upo
them the light of His countenance, v pen

~ The following list, while care'fuiiy prepared, may n-o.t;. ge
free of errors; we shall be more than thankful to have our
attention calied to any omissions or inaccuracies. - o

e i < o o o e A
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Roll of Bonour.

Nearly all these were in authentic connection
Two or three were near relatives

Adar, V.
Avrcns, W, M.
Chirnside, W.
Clachan, W. J.
Dodson, B. H.

© Hause, (1.
Hogg. N. H.
Hopkirk, W. 8.

\.

with the Church,
of Church Members.

Drummond, W. G,

OV

THE FALLEN

Howard, Ir.
Jermings, W.
Johnston, C, G.
Lusk‘ .
MecLeod, K.
Millar, W, C. A.
Novth, —

Pope, A.

Reid; G

Rosie, D.
Stevens, I
still, C.
Wardrop, C. L
Weston, G.
Whelan, A.
‘Wilson, C. H.
Wilson, D. C. -

Wilson, J.

INVALIDED -Wounded and returned to New Zealand

Avehibald, J. A,

. Ainslie, J.-

Aird, J..
Baker, W. A,
Bishop, B.F.
Chappell, I, E.
Chapman, W. 1.
Coad, H. E. R.
Copland, R.
Cottrell, H. C.
Bast, A.
Wasbon, M, G.
TFerguson, W.

INVALIDED AND

Andrew, N. C.
Chapman, V. .
Cooper, R. W,
Donkin, 8. H.
Galloway, M. 8.

Finlay, J. G.
Gendall, .J, W,
Gow, I. B.
Hoddy, W. R.
Hopkirk, W. A,
Johusou, G. C.
Johnson, H., T,
Kirker, W, A.
Kirker, R.
Mawson, J. B,
Menard, P. D.
MacDougall, H.
Mackley, C.

Halvorsen, H.
Hamilton, W.
Hannah, R.
Johnson, N, 8.
Jolly, F. L. G.

McLeay, R.
Mactarlane, J. A. J.
McMillan, C. H. .
Macmorran, G B.
Parkin, H. B. C.
Petrie, B. . V:
Peirie, F. N.
Rosie, A. M..
Saxton, A. M.
Thompson, H. W.
‘White, J.

WOUNDED—who have not returned
to New Zealand

Little, G
Macmeorran, J.
Tott, F. T,
Whalley, G.
‘Watson, J. B.

At present at the Front or in Camp.in New Zealand

Abbott, Miss
Agar, J.
Altken, C. R.
Allan, J. A.
"Allan, W. R, &
Anderson, 8, J.
Andrew, ¥. P,
Armour, T. D.
“Armstrong, H.
Bates, W. H.

Beaumont, J. H.
Bennett, T. BE.
Bird, A, W.
Black, A. E.
Blair. H.

Blake, L. R. -
Boyee, A. :
Brewer, R. V. T.
Brown, W. L,
tBrowne, R. B,

+Brace, B. M.
Carson, M.
Carter, C.
Carter, R.
Chappel], E.
Chirnside, —
Christie, Dr.
Clark, G.
Clark, G. 8.
Cluk B.P.

tClater, T. A,
Claunghton C.
Copeland, C.
Coad, A. T,

FCorkill, Dr. T. T,

Corkill, F, M.
+Corkill, H. K.
Crawford, R. J.
Cuddie, J. R.
Davis, G. W.
tDavis, J. B.
Davis. N. F.
Davis, A. G.
Dick, C. K.
Dick, P.°I'. |
Diggle, W. W,
Dow, J.
Donkin, H.
Diummond, W,
Pancan, T, A.
Duancan, J. F.
Dunean, .
Duntevy, W,
Farqubar, W.
Ferguson, R.
Forsyth, 8,
Foy, N.R.
Gadsby, N,
Galloway, G. M.
Gandar, M.
Gl A,
Ginn, A, R.
Glen, G. W,
Godkin, E.
Gray, Miss
Gray, T,
Guise, E.
Guise, H,
Guay, C. M.,
Halley, A.

Halliburton, G. 1.

Hay, W. L. -
Hay, C. J.
Haydon, W. 1.
Hewiit, G, R.
Hogg, Dr. W. AL
Hoge, W. F.
Holden, H.
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Holder, H. 8.
Hooker, @, B.
Hopkirk, J. A. D.
Hopkirk, J.d,
Hore, A,
Hutchen, E.
Hutchen, J. W.
Ince, J.
Jaftrey, J.
Jameson, K. d.
Johnson, Dr. F. D.
Johnson, W. H,
Johnston, A. D,
Johnston, Dr. W, H,
Johnstone, J. B
Johnston, W. D,
Kennedy, R.
Kelly, F. L.
Kirker, H. R.
Lake, A. .
Lane, J, P,
London, R. P.
tMace, W. 3,
Mackail, A. H. .

- Mackall, J.

Macdonald, A. D.
MacGregor, L.
Mackay, B. A.
Macmorran, R. G.
MeCaslkie, P.
MecClymont, W. D,
MecDonald, Miss
MeKinnen, H. J.
McLean, 1. J.
MelLean, N. D.
MecNetll, . A,
McQuarrie, B, 8.
McHea, J. W,
Martin, J.
Martin, J. S.
Massey, L.
Mathers, E. L.
Menzies, G-, H.
Millar, A.

Miller, Id. W,
Mitchell, C. M.
Mitehell, B, 1.
Moriee, G. W.

Murray, C.
Nelson, B. N,
Nicholson, A.
Nieol, L, 5.

Orr, J. A,
Pierard, H. A. W,
Pope, E,

Reid, W,
Ricketts, J. E.
Robertson, Dr, G. H.
Robertaon, N,
Robinson, F.
Rodgers, Miss
Ross, A, H.
Rowe, H,

Rowe, H. C.
Russell, J. L.
Baxton, F. W, .
Scadden, W. 1.,
Searr; W,

Scarr, S.

Seclater, D. C.
Sclater, J..R.
Scots, H. V. -
Beott, B. H, .
Shiannon, A,
South, H, C,
Stooe, A, R.
Storis, A. A,
Taylor, C. H.
Thowpsou, R. J. L.
Trevetick, A. 8.
Trim, H, €.
Turner, F, A,
Furnbull, W. J.
Troup, G. 8.
Wakelin, B. R.
‘Wikelin, E. ¥,
Wakelin, W,
Walker, E. S,
Wardrop, X. N.
Webb, 8. H.
‘Whiteman, C, F.
Williamsou, G.
Williamson, R. J.
‘Williamson, W,
Wilson, Miss Jean 8.

fW(mhc‘ed but recovered and returned to duoiy, in & few eages after a épell in NZ.

S
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Kirk Session.

The Session numbers 26 elders, of whom, as has been
stated, two are at the front; most of the' dthers being
past military age. Mr. John Mackay, who was absent om
business in England for a lengthened period, retumed dar-
ing the vear and was warmly welcomed by the brethren.

A signal honour befell the Session and congregation in
the call to the moderatorship of one of their number, the
Hon. J. G. W. Aitken, the first layman moderator in the
history of New Zealand Presbyterianism. The Session, by
appropriate resclution, congratulated Mr. Aitken on this
honour and presented hiin, in the form of a small bfochure,
with a sketch and appreciation of his career written by .the
minister. The prefatory letter, in which Mr. Aitken was
asked to accept of this gift, may be here quoted:

To the Hon. .J. Cr W. Aitken, M.L.C.
Dear Mr. Aitken, :

) Your fellow elders in 84 John's have singnlar pleasure
in asking your acceptance, in more permanent form, of the
sketch written by the Minister to commmemorate your Moder-
atorship,  and which appeared first in the *“Outlook”™ of
November 23th. They do so in tolten of their sense of the
well-merited honour. conferred upon you by the General
~ Asgembly, and as a mark of the affection and esteem in which
you are held by 8t. John's Session, who, in their appreciation
of you, are truly representative of the congregation, and indeed
of the Presbyterian Chureh of New Zealand.
. Praying thai God may long spave you to earry on bhat
work. of faith and labour of love which have made your life
ong unhroken record of beneficent service. .
We are,
For the Session,
Jas. MecKerrow
Wm. Allan
Wm. Hopkirk
M. D. Menelaus

Mr. Aitken not only discharged the duties of the moderator-
ship while actually in the chair, to the entire satisfaction of
the Assembly, but he has also-been exceedingly busy during
the ensuing months in visiting, especially the outlying parts
of the Church and smaller charges, which have benefited
much by his wise counsel and good cheer.

The routine duties of the Session, which are numerous
and important, have been diligently carried out. Besides
these there is nothing of special importance to chronicle this
year,

11

| The Communion Roll-—The roll now contains 887
names, an increase of 10 since last year. The particulars are

as follows:— -

j Total roll in June, 1917 .. . 877
i , - New members added by examination 38
New members added by certificate 65
_ 103
f ' - _ ‘ o980
e Removed by death .. .. .09 :

vy by certificate .. .. 53
‘ ' otherwise .. .. 31 :
- =

- The death roll includes 4 soldiers (V. Adair, W. J.
Clachan, ;. Reid and C. L. Wardrop) and Mrs. Burns, Mr.
Quee, Mrs. Mcl.ean, Mr. Farquharson and Mr. W, Simm,
senr., 9 in all. - These. were members in full communion.
There have been besides a number of adherents who have
passed away, including 8 soldiers. Their names are on
the Roll-of Honour. The office-bearers tender to all the
relatives of the departed an expression ol their sincere
sympathy. : -

-The Quarterly Communions—The attendances were i—~
September, 485; December, 480; March, 485; June, 533.
The June commemoration marks the highest attendance at
the Communion with the exception of the Jubilee service
: o which, for various reasons, does not stand in cotmparison.

It should be remembered, too, that of our young men serv-
- ing at the front, about 100 are in full communion with the

church: We shall keep their names on the roli till the end
# of the war, though it is highly probable, apart irom the risk

' : of battle, that quite a number of them will not again settle
in Wellington. A

: The Sacrament of Baptism has been administered to
.20 infants and 3 adilts. S

Atiendance at Public Worship and the Prayer Meeting—
The Sunday services have been largely attended throughout
the year, both morning and evening, but especially the
evening. The Prayer Meeting attendance during part of
the year was also good; but-of recent months it has not been
so satisfactory. Other churches compiain of the difficulty of
maintaining their prayer services at the level of former

. S O
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years. “ War,”” wrote one of our members who has dis-
tinguished- himself at the front, “is a deadly thing.” Can
there be any greater proof of its influence that just when
prayer is most needed it is least exercised?

"The wisitation of the congregation has been carried out
by the minister to the limit of his opportunities. The sick
and those in trouble have been diligently cared for, and dis-
trict visiting has also, as far as possible in the time at Dr.
Gibb’s disposal, been attended to. His visits altogether
again reach a large total.

The Service of Praise—The heariiness of the congre-
gational singing is, as in previous years, worthy of note.
But the choir which, for its numbers, dees very good work
indeed, is too small. Men are not easily found as new re-
cruits to-day; but why should there be any difficulty in
getting women? We trust to see a large increase of the
membership this year.

.Mr, Kerry and the choir gave a combined recital of

- organ music and choruses, at which both organist and the

singers displayed their qualities in a pleasing and impres-

sive fashion. Mr, Kerry is a master of his craft, and we

‘have never heard the choir at greater advantage than in

dealing with the by no means easy music rendered on this
occasior.

. The proceeds were in aid of the Orphanage, and the
object, as well as the programme, merited a much larger

- attendance,

Tae CoMMITTEE 0F MANAGEMENT.

There are 24 mernbers in this Committee, of whom, as
already recorded, one has fallen in France and two-are

- still doing their duty there. :

The ordinary business of the Committee relates to the
finances of the Church, care of the properties, and so forth.
In addition to this the Committee, during the past twelve
months, took into serious consideration the question of
erecting a hostel for young women, and finally decided to
proceed with the work. It is to be built on the vacant piece
of ground between the hall and MacDonald Crescent, which
it will face. Plans were prepared by Mr. Turnbull of a
building to accommodate 8o girls, and the managers were
prepared to call for tenders when an unhappy arrest was
put upon their venture: the money required simply could

s
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‘not bé got. No bank, loan, or building society could be

persuaded to advance the £ 10,000 necessary for the struc-
ture, and 1t is improbable that any way out of this
impasse will be found before the end of the war. The
hostel would, the managers are persuvaded, pay its way
if it were once erected; but how to get it erected 'is a pro-
blem of which there seems, just at present, to be no solu-
tion. Donations are evidently not to be looked for to any
great extent. Last year the General Assembly appealed
for a large sum on behalf of the Aged and Infirm Ministers’
Fund; and this year an active canvass is to be carried out .
on behalf of the Assembly’s £20,000 Home Mission Fund.
Scots College, too, a purely local venture, has taxed .many
of us, and there is a limit to the possibilities of money
raising. At the very first moment, however, at which the
money can be found the work will go on. ‘

- In this connection it may be mentioned that a scheme
15 under consideration by the Presbytery of Wellington to
obtain a hostel for young men. This, though not a con-

- gregational matter, is of much interest to not a few of the

young men connected with the congregation. The Pres-
bytery’s Committee intends to begin by renting a house, and

is now engaged in looking for a suitable building.

At the suggestion of a deputation from the Bible Classes
the Committee of Management appointed a sub-committee
to act in conjunction with the Classes in financing and
making arrangements for entertaining soldiers and their
friends at the close of the evening service. Refreshiments
are provided and an hour spent in conversation, hymn sing-
ing, and a brief address on some suitable religious topic.

Owing ta the continuance of the war and the prevailing
unsettlement, the Session has again resolved to postpone
the usual annual election of managers; those now “holding
office will continue to do so for another year.

TEE DEACONESS.

We have not now a salaried deaconess, but Miss Steel
continues to discharge the .duty of visiting the sick and
needy in their homes and at the hospital. She is the almoner
of the Women's Association for the poor; and besides the
work done on her own initiative, she renders no little assist-
ance to the minister, both in informing him of cases of.
sickness, and in helping with the visiting. The minister
and office-bearers are grateful for her manifold labours.
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Tar MoTHERS MEETING.

Last year Miss Steel made herself responsible for con-
ducting this meeting; but finding the burden, added to her
other tasks, too heavy for her strength, she resigned it early
this year. Her place was for some months effectively filled
by Mrs. Mirams, and when domestic circumstances com-
pelled her to lay the work down, it was taken in hand first
by Mrs. Anderson then by Mrs. M. IFraser, who is now in
charge of the work and carrying it on successfully. The
meeting is held on alternate Wednesdays in the Willis Street
class-room, and is attended by a good many mothers. It is
a welcome break in not a few lives that have not much sun-
shine ; and while the chiel emphasis is laid on the imparta-
tion of Bible teaching, the material needs of the members
are not neglected. Assistance 1s given in the shape of gar-
ments, new and second-hand, sold at a nominal price, and
afternoon tea is a function much appreciated. The
Women’s Association makes an annual cash donation to the
meeting, and various friends from time to time make wel-
come contributions of divers sorts. :

THE WoMEN'S ASSOCIATION

- This Association records another vear of fine work.” The
wotfien connected with it are indeed laborious, and we are
thankful and grateful for their labours. It is the custom
in these reports. to name individual workers only when they
have resigned from, or are entering upon, any given posi-
tton ; but-we shall-be forgiven il for once we refer to the
work of:the .secretary, Miss Sinclair. Her diligence, zeal
and efficiency assuredly merit this recognitio.

_The active membership of the Associationr is 46, an in-
crease of 8 on last year. The honorary membership is 37—
members who subscribe. to the fumds but do not attend the
weekly meetings. The average attendance has been high.
The Society operates in two departntents, of which one is
concerned with

R DORCAS WORE.

The number of garments made and distributed is 265,
most 0f these going to the Orphanage, and the remainder

to the Red Cross Society. - The sale of garments this year

is less than last, but socks and stockings are not evidently
regarded by the members as garments, for the report re-
cords them as a separate item, 3o pairs of socks for the

15

soldiers and 2o pairs of boys’ stockings for the Orphanage.
The Association expresses its indebtedness to. Messrs. Mor-
rison and Davis for valuable gifts of remnants of material,
and to the Two Garment Society for a large parcel of
clothing. ' Among many others who have benefited were
certain sufferers by the Olhakune fire last March, to whom
a large parcel of clothing was sent. The funds of the Asso-
ciation were drawn upon in the purchase of blankets, clothes
and boots, which were distributed among poor and deserving
people by Miss Steel. The usual pensioners of the Associa-
tton have been supplied regularly with milk and coal, and
gifts of money were also made in some cases; £54 was
expended in this way. :

The Association has continued to take charge once a
month at the Sydney Street Soldiers’ Club, and in -this
task they have received much appreciated assistance
from Mr. Snodgrass. The cost of entertaining the soldiers
is defrayed partly from a special fund, but most of the
cakes, etc., etc., are made by members of the Association
themselves. ' o

The wounded soldiers in the Victoria Ward of thé Hos-
pital have also been in various.ways cared for by the Asso-
ciation. Weekly motor drives have been paid for (£26)
and a gift of books (£6) was forwarded to the Trentham
Camp, and assistance (£5 10s.) was given to the Young

"Women’s Guild in sending Christmas gifts to St. John's

men at the front. A party of ladies go regularly to the Vic-
toria Ward and entertain the soldiers there with music.

Responding to an appeal {rom the Y.M.C.A. the Asso-
ciation took charge of, and provided the materials for, a
Cake Day at the Red Triangle Room, which realised up-
wards of £8, a '

The total cash expenditure of the Association in these
services has been £92. .

As in former years, the Association has done good ser-,
vice in visiting new inembers and adherents of the church.

MIS310N WORK OF THE ASSOCIATION.

The monthly meetings have been largely attended and
profitable. = A continuous study has been made of
missionary literature. ‘‘ Sunrise in the Sunrise Kingdom '’
is the book at which the Association has been for some time
working, and in this connection Mr. Lomas kindly delivered
a very imteresting lecture on Japan, a country with which
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he is personally familiar. The lecture was illustrated by a
large number of fine views.

Gifis were made to the mission at Ambrim (£3), to
Mr. McNeur (£9), to the Indian Mission (£5), to Sister
Annie. (Maori Mission, £4).

As far as money raising for missions is concerned the
chief effort of the vear was on behalf of Home Missions.
The annual sale of work for this object, held in September
last, was very successiul, and resulted in £ roo being handed
to the Congregational Treasurer for the Assembly’s Home
Mission Fund. A gift in cash was also sent to one of the
Home Mission stations to help in relieving the necessities
of certain poor persous.

The total income of the Associaﬁon under this head
was £158, of which £144 gs. have been expended.

There is only one weak spot in the Association’s report—
the subscribers to the monthly magazine do not all pay up.
A deficit 0of £1 7s. 6d. had to be paid out of the Associa-
tion's funds, There-are spots in the sun, bui it would

~ possibly be more luminous without them.

Such, then, is the year's work of the Association.

Surely it is one which merits the sympathy and active help -

of a larger number of our women members, and we com-
mend the question to their serious consideration.

Younc WoMEN’s MissioNary GUILD.

The Guild, which had been faliing off in numbers,
was at the beginning of the winter session reconstituted,
and during the last three months the attendance has been

good and a2 large amount of work dome. It was thought

that perhaps we might blend with the sewing and other
work a programme of lectures, music, etc., and so develop

" the social side of the organisation, and aa effort was made in

this direction. It has not, however, amounted to very much,

‘the mind of the majority apparently being that while the

war lasts the energies of the members should be practically
restricted to working for the Red Cross and other patriotic
efforts, Accordingly it is to such work that the Guild
has devoted itself, and a large amount of clothing has been
prepared. In addition to this, the Guild provides the an-

pual scholarship for the Maori Girls’ School at Turakina,
and this year the sum will be raised by individual appeals
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instead of a sale of work. The Guild also undertook the
despatch of the Christmas gifts for the 5t John’s soldiers
and nurses at the front—a kindness which was greatly ap-
preciated by the recipients. '

As in former years the members of the Guild collect

" the congregation’s contributions to foreign missions, the .
greg

amount this year being some pounds in excess of last year.

SARBATH SCHOOL.

The school has experienced at times no small difficuliy
in “ carrying on”’ owing to the extreme difficulty of secur-
ing men as teachers, but, thanks to our women, the work nof
the year indicates, on the whole, a prosperous condition:of
affairs. The school roll shows a gain of 32, as compared
with last year. The following tables will be of interest,

Scholars.

‘Boys, 128; Girls, 131; total, 259; average, 162.
The Cradle Roll contains 53 names. '

The average attendance may not seem so high as it
might well be, but the increased roll is largely due to ad-
ditions to the Primary Department, and reégular attendance
of scholars under eight years of age is difficult to secure.
The older boys’ classes also suffered through the inability
to obtain men teachers. '

- The school is worked in three departments, the Primary
with 64 pupils, the Intermediate with 150, and the Senior
with 45. (The senior, also known as the Junior Bible
Classes, is referred to in a separate paragraph below.)

Teachers and Officers.
Men, g; women, 20; total, 29; average 26,

During the year ‘two more of the teachers, Mr. John
Allan and Mr. L. Blake, have gone to the front. Of those
who previously went, Mr. G. Reid has been killed during
the period under review.

An effort has been made to secure the regular atten-
dance of the children at the Sunday morning services of
the Church. This effort is practically limited to the Inter-
mediate Department—the infants are pretty well out of the
reckoning in this connection, and the Seniors are not sup~
posed to need this kind of comstraint. Taking the avail-
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able number then as 150, the highest church attendance on
one day was 75, the average for summer being 50, for
winter 45. As is well known, many of the families con-
nected with the congregation are compelled by distance
from the church to send their children to Sunday schools
nearer at hand than our own, and the parents of a good
many children who attend our school have either no church
connection or are members of other churches. The avail-
able number of children for the Sunday services is not
great, but an average of 50 for a roll of 150 does not, to
put it mildly, seem quite satisfactory.  Superintendent,
teachers  and minister do their best. A record of chuarch
attendance is kept and the scholars are questioned about
the children’s address given every Sunday morning by the
minister, and prizes are awarded to those who have evidently
shown the closest attention.

The new lesson scheme approved of by the General
Assembly—the Australian scheme—has been introduced

into all Departments except the Primary, which still con- .

tinues the Westminster graded course.

The usual socials, eic,, have been held with good effect.
A number of the children competed in the General As-
sembly and Wellington Sunday School Union examinations,
m which they did very well.

The income of the school was £109, of which the con-
gregation directly contributed £67 by a Sunday collection.

To the Youth of the Church Fund the school gave £5; -

to Foreign Missions, etc., £13.

A review of the year’s work in the school justifies a
feeling of much thankfulness. The chief successes of Sun-
day school enterprise in Wellington are being secured in
the suburbs. 1In the centre of the city the situation is diffi-
cult, but we face our task with good heart, determined to
make the best of the situation. -

JUNIOR BIBLE CLASS,

The Lads’ Class.—This class has a membership of 19,
with an average attendance of 14. Four of them are mem-
bers of the church in full communion, and -of these, 2
made their profession of faith this year. The income has
amounted to £5, of which £2 was donated to the Travell-
ing Seécretary Fund, and the remainder to -the Sunday
Schoal. - : L
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The leader, Mr. Mirams, who has done excellent work,
will be going into camp in a few months. This problem of
our organisations will be, before long, hard indeed of
solution. .

The Girly’ Class—The roll contains 26 names, with an
average attéendance of 19. Nine of the girls are church
methbers, and of these 7 came forward during the period
under review. The class income was £6, half of which
went to the Sunday School and half to missions.

Both of these classes are included in the Sunday Schoo!
statistics, and while they are largely run on independent
lines, they are still regarded as the Senior Department of
the Sunday School. Their size and the character of the
work-—almost identical with that of the Senior classes—
merits this separate mention. It is very gratifying to find
vear afier year so many of these young people making pro-
fession of their faith in Christ by taking their place at the
T.ord’s Table. . .

Younc Men’s BisLE CLass.

Of all the organisations of the congregatioﬁ the Men’s
Class is the one that must suffer most through the war.
Every unmarried member of military age has either volun-

teered—and most of them did so—or been called up; and

now the married men are going, or about to go; 63 mem-
bers. of the class are either at the fronmt, or in camp, or
have returned wounded or invalided. A year ago the num-
ber was 43; the number the class has lost this year is there-
fore 20. The losses have to some extent been made good
by the return of a few men who have heen discharged as
no longer fit through wounds for military service, and by the
addition of a number of lads under 20 years of age. Tlie
difficulties with which the class is contending are, however,
not due merely to the shrinkage of the numbers, but to the
fact that many of those who have left were men whose
age and experience made them of great value to the work,
especially to the Sunday afterncon meetings. Reference
to their characteristics as soldiers and as followers of Christ
has already been made, and no more need be said save this:
we have reason to be very thankful for the testimony those
men are bearing to the grace of God and the inspirational
value of the Church of Jesus Christ.

The total membership, including the men an -active ser-
vice, is 113, or 11 more than last year. The available mem-
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bership is 50, and the attendance on Sundays has main-
tained a good average—seldom less than 40, and often
above that figure,

Of the total membership (including men on active ser-

vice} 59 are in full communion with the church, and of

these 11 became members during the year, 10 by profession
of faith, and 1 by certificate. One class man’left to join
the teaching staff of the Sunday School.

The Sunday afternoon meetings continue to be of much
profit, and the themes considered—mostly Scriptural-—can-

_not fail to lead to increased knowledge of the things that

really matter and to stimulate the desire to serve the King-
doth of God.

_ Bible Study Circles are held during the months of
winter. They have this year achieved only a fair measure
of success, at least in respect of the numbers who took
advantage of them.

The Religious Activities of the Class have taken the
form of:—(1) Deputing members to conduct services in
suburban churches—a24 services in all have been provided
for. (2) Sending relieving teachers into the Sunday
Schools to the number of 30. The absence of so many men
at the front has, however, necessitated the closing down of
this work. Every man of definite religious experience left
to the class is needed if the interest of the meetings is to
be sustained. (3) An intercessory service for our .soldiers
held at. the close of the class meeting. The number at-
tending this is 16. :

Thé Social Service of the class has extended to the
Boys’ Institute, but beyond sending an occasional speaker
to the Institute’s Sunday evening service, and taking part
in the work of management through their representatives
on the Institute Committee, it has not this year been found
possible to do much. The Orphanage at Berhampore se-
cures the services of a number of members of the class
on Saturday aiternoons. From first to last they have done
a good deal in helping to put the grounds of the Orphanage
in order.

~ As an evidence of the willingniess of the class to under-
take ‘‘extra” duties it may be mentioned that, with the
help of the Women’s Class, they came to the assistance of
the Protestant Principles Committee of the Genperal As-
sembly in despatching 40,000 copies of the * Nation” (an
edition written by ministers of our Church) to every Pres-
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byterian congregation in New Zealand. Further, the en-
gine connected with the church organ having struck work,
and it being impossible under present conditions to replace
it, relays of Class members take their turn at the bellows.

The library contains a large number of volumes, but is
not (so says the Class report) made as much use of as it
ought. Several mew books, chiefly dealing with aspects
of the war, were added during the year.

The social work of the Class, for the benefit of its own
members, has taken the form of frequent week evening so-
cials, a Social Club meeting on Saturday evenings, and Sun-
day afterncon teas. '

Athletics, as things are, can hardly have the place they
formerly occupied. A Rugby football team was operated
last winter, this winter it was found impossible fo secure
the requisite number of players. But the Tennis Club has
been very successful. It is mot perhaps generally known
that the Club' possesses a fine court of its own in Kelburn.
Occasional All Day Rambles helped to promote at once a
feeling of comradeship and physical well-being.

The income for the year has been £712 (inclusive of
a balance of £6 from last year). Of this £21 has been
spent in maintenance of the class—including £35 placed to
the capital fund—purchase of ‘“ Outlocks,” etc. Upwards
of £% was donated to the following:—Foreign missions,
£26; Travelling Secretary, £18 10/; Easter Camp Assis-
tance Fund, £24; cot at Orphanage £5; Home missions,
£1/10/-, and close upon £5 to various objects. N

A further sum, estimated at £20 for class teas, tenmis,
etc., has been raised by the class, but has not been entered
in the Treasurer’s accounts.

" Tue Bovs' INSTITUTE.

The Institute continues to prosper. As is well known
the .management is controlled by a Board, of whom the
majority are elected at the annual meeting of the subscribers
to its funds and the remainder are ex officio representatives
of St. John’s Church. But though not now wholly respon-
sible for the supervision of the work we continue to take
a very deep interest in its prosperity. And this has been
very marked, The property and endowments are valued at
£24,000, and a fine use is made of them in the educa-

T
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tion and moral discipline of hundreds of boys who would
otherwise be neglected. This year a new step has been
taken in opening up the boarding department vwhich had
been deferred owing to the war.” At practically cost price
provision will be made for boarding lads who have come
to the city for work, and whose wages make the problem
.of making ends meet one of no small difficulty. We con-
gratulate the Institute on its beneficent labours, and wish for
it a career of ever expanding usefulness,

Scors CoLLEGE. -

The College boarders continue to attend St. John’s,
and their reverent behkaviour and manifest attention
give much satisfaction both to the Principal, Mr. Uttley,
and to the people of the church. The affairs of the
College are, of cource, outside our immediate concern, but
that the College came into existence through the initiative
of the minister and the munificence of a member of the
Session s generally understood. We rejoice in the pros-
perity of the institution, and congratulate the Board on the
fact that the school roll is now upwards of 160, with 71
boarders. With the first term of next year the College will
take possession of the fine new buildings now in course
of erection at Miramar at a cost (including the site) of
£25,000. : :

Youne WoMEN’s Bisie Crass,

The class records a membership of 87, or 5 more than .

last year, with an average attendance of 48, as against 45
last year. The number of members in full corimunion
with the church is 65, of whom 13 joined tlus year by pro-

fession of faith and 6 by certificate. Two class members

joined the teaching staff of the Sunday School.

The meetings on Sunday afternoon have maintained the
high level of intelligent and devout interest that has for
many years characterised the work of this organisation.

- The studies are centred in the Scriptures, and the syllabus

adopted by the Assembly’s Committee is closely followed.
This is at it ought to be, and guarantees that the class will
be exercised in the truth as well as the emotions of the
faith, ,
The Bible Study Circles are held on Tuesday evenings
and are well attended, those present taking a keen interest
in the selected lessons, Many members stay to take part
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in the Prayer meeting, which is held every Sunday at the
close of the class. An institution which gives so large a
place to prayer and the study of God’s Word deserves to
prosper, and the class does.

The class has always shown much enthusiasm in social
efforts, and the Orphanage has as usual offered a sphere
for much service. Parcels of clothing, hair-ribbons, hand-
kerchiefs, and hand-knitted socks have been sent to the
matron at intervals. The children have been given a picnic
and the bigger girls entertained on several occasions.

In connection with the Young Men’s Class, the Camp
at Tauherenikau receives assistance in the form of frequent
boxes of cake which are sent to the resident chaplain for a
supper to the men at the close of the evening meetings. The
class also renders valuable help to the effort te entertain
soldiers at the close of the Sunday evening services of our
ownt church.

The class continues to conduct a service at the Chiro
Home once a month ; and at Christmas the residents of this
and other charitable institutions receive a supply of good
things as well as a song entertainment suitable to the season.

In order to promote the social life of the members of
the class frequent group social meetings are held, and the
end desired is to a large extent realised. Tea is provided
at the expense of the leader {(Mr. Boal) every second Sun-
day for girls who are in board and lodgings. The gymna-
sium does not secure a large attendance, but'it fills a useful
place in the economy of the class, as do various other forms
of physical culture open to the members. The Tennis Club
1s well patronised.

The income of the class has been £72, of which £z
has been spent in carrying on the work of the class and
in. payment of the Union and. Conference fees, cost of
“ Outlooks,” etc. The amount donated to Missions is £57,
allocated thus: Foreign Missions, £29; Bible Class Tra-
velling Secretary, £7; Home Missions, £8; Maori Mis-
sions, &£5; Orphanage, £7; Soldiers’ Christmas Fund,
L1/7/-"" ~ |

Most of the girls connected with the class are on small
salaries, and it is really wonderful that they are able to do
so much in the way of giving. If generosity is a mark of
spiritual life—and who will dare say it is not?—then the
class is assuredly a living organisation. The cash contri-
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