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Office-Bearers of the Church,

Minister: :
Rev. JAMES GIBB, D.D., The Manze, Woolcombe Street,

Session Clerk:
Mg, M. D. MENELATUS, 27 Ellice Avenue.

. Clerk of Management Commiftes:
Mz. T. H. GILL, M.A LLB., 51 Ellice Street.

: General Treasurer:
Mr. J, G. W. AITKEN, M.H.R., 2 Levy Street.

Convener Church Extension Committee;
Me. W. T. GLASGOW, 1 Boulcott Terrace,

Convener Seat Letting Committee :
Mr. WM. HOPKIRK, 86 Marjoribanks Street.

Organist and Choirmaster:
Mg. J. MAGGHAN BARNETT, 110 Wellington Terrace.

Church Officer: o
Mg, ANDREW MOAR, Willis Btreet,




ELDERS., -

FRASER, Hon. F. H., M.L.C., Abel Smith Street ..

HOPEKIRK, ALEX., Marjoribanks Street ..
McEERROW, JAS,, Ghuznoee Sireet
ATTKEN, J. G. W., M.H.R., Levy Street...
ATLAN, WM., Willis Street

BLOAN, JAS., Hawker Street

GLASGOW, W. T., Boulcott Terrace
HOPKIRK, WM., Marjoribanks Street
McEKENZIE, T. W., Ghuznee Streei

"FERGUSON, J., Taranaki Street

MENELAUS, M. D., Bllice Avenue

REITH, J., Buller Street o
TROUP, G. A., Kelburce
MA.CKAY, J ., Brougham Streét
MITCHELL, J., Roxburgh Street

MOORE, C. 8., Karori - -

~ WILSON, J., Ohiro Road -

ATKINSON, JAS, Burnell Avenue -
JOHﬁSON, CAf’l‘., H., Boulcott Btreet ...
JOHNSON, S. OLARKE, Clifton Terrace
KERSLEY, H. W, Austin Street ..
BOAL, J., Banks Torrace ~ w -
CHAPMAN, H. B, Austin Street

GILL, T. H., M.A LLB., Ellice Street
MAINLAND, H., Aro Street ..
WEBSTER, A: P, Cletemont ... =~ ..

ORDAINED,
1872

1876
1881
1884
1884
1884
1888
1888
1888
1895
1895
1895
1895
1897
1897
1897
1897
1902
1902
1902
1902
1903
1903
1903
1003
1903

HLDERS' -DISFRICYS.

. No, 1—Boundaries: Kaiwarra, Orofton, Khandallat and Thorndon
—bounded by line from_Harbour, just north of Glasgow Wharf to
Railway Btation, across Featherston St. to Sydney St. and Glenbervie
Terrace to Kavori Place; thence by straight line across Timakori
Road continued across Grant Road to Town Belt. T

Elder : Mr. Jas. Sloan,
Collector for Missions : Miss C. Glen,

No. 2—Bounded on nerthern side by No. 1 district ; on the east by
Harbour ; thence on the south across Customhouse Quay along Waring
Taylor 8t., across Lambton Quay to Woodward St., Wellington
Terrace and Aurora Terrace, continued by straighi‘. line crossing
Botfanical Road at Kelburne Tramway and by Tramway line and
sonthern bouadry of Botanical (3ardens to Town Bel :

Ider : Mr. Jas. Atkinson.

Collector for Missions : Miss Burns.
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No, 3—Bounded on north side by No, 2 district; on the east by
Harbour ; on the south across Jervols Quay, along Willeston St.,
across Vicloria Bt., along Harbour Bt and Lambton Quay, up Plim-
mer's steps to Bouleott St., across Wellington Terrace ; thence by
direct line on west of Terrace to Upper Dixon St., and by straight line
taking in McKenzie Terrace to No, 2 district, which with Kelburne,
forms the western boundary. . ‘

Elder : Mr. G. A. Troup. . .
Collectors for Missions : Mrs. Dick and Miss Gibb.

No. 4—Bounded on the north by No. 3 district ; on the east by
Jervois Quay and Lower Cuba St., on .the south by Dixon St to

‘Wellington Terrace, there joining No. 3 district, which forms the
western boundary. .

Elder : Mr. 8. Clarke-Johnson.
Uollectors for Missions : Miss Dick and Miss Ralston,

No, S—Kelbume'a.ﬁd Karori.
Elder: Mr. C. 8. Moore.
Collector for Missions : Miss N. Harris,

No.: 6—Bounded on the north by parts of districts 3 and 4 ; on the
east by Willis 3t.; south by Ingestre 8b., across Wooleombe St.:
thence bi] direct line to Kelhurne boundary,

lders : Messrs, Jas, McKerrow and A. P. Webster.
Collector for Missions': Mrs. Hustwick,
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No. 7—Bounded on the North by Dixon 8t.; east by Cuba St.¢
SBouth by Ingestre 5t., and west by Willis Sreet.
y‘lldur : Capt. H. Johnson, :
Collectors for Missions: Miss N, Churchili and Miss L. Hay.

No. &—Bounded on the north by Harbour; east by Tory 8t.;
south by Buckle 8t., across Taranak: 8t, and afoug Arthur 8t ; on
west by Cuba St.

Elder: Mr. Wm. Allan,
Collector for Missions : Miss Stenhouse.

No. 9—DBounded on the north by Ingestre St.; east by Cuba S%.;
south by Webb Bt. ; West by Wililis 8f.
Elder: Mr. John Mackay.
Collector for Missions : Miss J, Ballingall.

No. 10—Bounded on the north by Kelburne and part of No. 9
district : on the east by a straight line from Wellington Terrace Prison
across Aro 8t. at junction of Wordsworth Street to City boundary,
this including Taitville and Mitchelltown, also the whole of Brooklyn
and Vogeltown, ‘

Elder : Mr. H. Mainland.
Collector for Miesions : Mrs. J. Wilson.

No, 11—Bounded on the norhhw a line from Wellington Terrace
Prison along Ingestre St, ; east by Wiilis St, and a line through Town
Belt tio boundary of Brooklyn and Bell Road, and on the south and
west by No. 10 district.

Elder : Mr. H. B, Chapman,

Collectors for Missions : Mrs, and Miss Chapman.

No. 12—Bounded on the north by Webb and Arthur Sta. ; east by
Taranaki and Wallace Sts. ; south by Rolleston St. and Town Belt:
west by No. 11 digtrict.

Elder : Mr, John Wilson.
Collectors for Missions ;: Mrs. Allan and Miss Steele,

No. 13—Bounded on the north by Buckle S, : east by line alon
castern side of Bussex Square, acress Dock, Douglas Wallace an
St. John's 8ts., thence to nearest points of Vogeliown ; west by dis-
tricts 10 and 12, .

Elder : Mr. John Ferguson.
Collector for Missions : Miss Wallace.

No, 14—~Bounded' on north by Harbour; east by Cambridge
Terrace ; south by Buckle Bi.. ; West by Tory St.
Elder : Myr. John Mitchell.
Collector for Missions : Miss Myra Scott,

No. 15—Bounded on the north by Harbour ; east by City Bound-
ary ; south by Majoribanks 8t.; west by Clyde Quay.. - .
Eider : Mr. Wim. Hopkirk, ‘ .
Collector for Missions: Mrs. Menelaus,

Boundary ; south by Elizabeth 3t, ; west by Kent Terrace, -
}%lder : Mr. T, H. Gill ) . :
Collector £or Missions : Mrs. H. Drummond, -

No. 16—Bounded on the north by Majeribanks 8t. ;' east by City

7

~ No.17—Bounded on the north by Elizabeth 8t.; east by City
Boundary ; south by Pirie St. ; west by Kent Terrace.
flders: Messvs. J. G, W, Aitken and J. Boal.
Qollector for Missions : Miss McLeod.

No. 18—Bounded on the North by Pirie 8t. ; east by City Bound-
ary ; south by line from Town Belt to Ellice 8t ; west by EKent
Terrace.

Elder: Mr. W. T. Glasgow.
Collector for Missions : Miss F. Glasgow.

No. 19—All the Newtown district south of No. 12, and bounded on
west by parts of districts 10 and 13. '

Eider : Mr. H. W. Kersley.
Collectors for Missions : Misses D. and M. Winsett.

L



HMANAGERS—1905.,

CAMPBELL, J.
CHAPPLE, W, A., M.D., M.R.C5.
HANNAH, ROBRT.

eremount

Dixon Street

... Bouleott Street

HUSTWICK, T. H. .- Woalcombe Street
JONES, D, Willis Strect
JOHNSTON, ALEX . Kelburne
KIRKCALDIE, J. Thompson Sireet
KENOX, J. Cuba Street
McBEAN, D. Scarborough Terrace
PURDIE, Al o Hargreaves Sitreet
WILSON, A, M. .. Cambridge Terrace
DRUMMOND, H.... Wiilis Street
GALLOWAY, B. C. Northland
SMITH, A. P. Kent Terrace

9

COMMITYRES.

Property Commitiee:
Mzessrs. CAMPBELL, CHAPMAN, Dr. CHAPPLE,
DRUMMOND, JONES, MAINLAND, MENELAUS,
aND TROUP (Convener).

Seat Letting Commitiee :
Mrssrs. ALLAN, ATKINSON, BOAL, McBEAN, PURDIE,
SMITH, axp HOPEKIRK (Convener).

_ Finance Committee :
Messrs. AITKEN, HANNAH, JONES, KIRKCALDIE,
.~ KNOX, MACKAY, MAINLAND, RUNCIE,
aNp McEKERROW (Convener).

L4

Church Extension Committee:
MEssrs. AITKEN, ALLAN, GILL, HUSTWICK,
JOHNSTON, Carr, JOHNSON, anp
GLASGOW (Convener).

‘Choir Gommitﬁeq:
Mgessrs, GALLOWAY, A, WILSON, anp
S. CLABRKE JOHNBON (Convener.}
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ARRANGEMENES HOR 1903.

Pupric WorsHIP every Lord’s Day, morning at 11, evening at 6.30.

BacrameNTS :—(1) Baptism in the Church on the first Sunday of every month
(2) Lord's Bupper on the seeond Sunday of March, June, September
and December.

BunNDaY ScEooLs ;:—Meet in rooms adjoining Church, and in the Mount
Cook School, on SBunday afterncons at 2,30,

Bisne Crasszs ror YouNe MEN meet in the Class room, Willis Street, and
in the School room, Mount Cook, on Sunday afterncons at 2,45,

BrBLE Orassss ror Youne WouEN meeb in the School room adjoining the
Church, and in the rooms, Mount Cook, on Sunday dfterncons at 2.45.

PRAYER MERTING :— Bvery Wednesday at 7.30.

Tae CERISTIAY ENDEAVOUR BoCIETY meets in the Class room every Mon.
day evening at 7.30.

THE Junior CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR SOCIETY meets in the Class-room
every Sunday at 10 a.m.

A BERYVICE for the young is held in the Mount Cook School room every
Sunday at 11 a.m,

A Prayer MEeetiNG is held on the first Bunday of every month, after the
evening servies, to ask God’s blessing' on our SBunday School work.

TaE Lapies” Dorcas S8ocIErY meetsin the School room on the first and
third Tuesday of every month,

Young Wouens' Sewing GUILD meets from March to November,

THE WoMEN'S MISSIONARY ASS0CIATION meets in the Class room on the
third Friday of every month, at 2.50 p.m,

TEACHE3RS' Prerararory MEgriNG in the Manager’s room every Friday ab
7.30. ’

THE SESSION meebs on the first Wednesday of every alternate month after
the Prayer Meeting.

Ture MawacERS meeb on the second Wednesday of each month at 8.30 p.m.

11
BIBLE CLASS ASSOCIATION.

President - - Rev. JAMES GIEBR, D.D.

WILLIS STREET YOUNG MEN’S CLASS.

Leaders - Mesgrs. TROUP and MOORE.

Secrotary. : Treasurer,
Mr, B, G. HUSTWICK Mr. C. A. REDGRAVE
49, Woolcombe Street. : .
Editor of Magazine & Organist. Librarian,
Mr. W, E, NICHOQLS Mr. W. YOUNG

CONYENERS OF COMMITTEES.

Temperance. Look-Out.
Mr. A, SMELLIE Mr. H. SMITH
Mizslonary.

Mg, L, C. SMITH

o

MOUNT COOK YOUNG MEN'S CLASS.

Leaders - Messes, J, &. W. AITKEN & GILBERT.
Secretary, Treasurer,
Mg. J. SNELL Mz. C. ATRKINSON

Committee,
MEssRs, McDOUGALL, McMORRAN, CULLEN anp RENNIE

DIXON STREET YOUNG WOMEN'S CLAES.

Leader - MR. J. BOAL.

Secretary. Editor of Chroniecle.
Miss F. GUNN Miszz M. PARKER

MOUNT COOK YOUNG WOMEN'S BIBLE CLASS.

Leader - MR. H. W. KERSLEY.
Sacretary - Miss D, WINSETT
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ST. JOHN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE

CLASSES ASSOCIATION.
e

President -

Rev. JAMES GIBB, D.D.

Yice-Presidents. .
Mpssis. FRASER, ALLAN, anp HOPKIRK

General Secretary.
Mr. A. PURDIE.

WILLIS STREET SCHOOL.

. Hon. Buperintendent - Mr, F, H. FRASER.

Superintendent and Treasurer. -

Miss DICK
» EDWARDS
»' GLASGOW
» GLEN
» GRANT

" » McINTOSH
v McLEAY
w F. MCLEAY
w PATL
» PLIMMER
w RALSTON
» BCOTT

_, ‘SIMMONDS

» SMITH
. THORBURN

Teachers.

Delegate to Sunday School Union.

Mgk, A. PURDIE,

Librarian

Mr. B. C. CALLOWAY,

Mp,

Mr. Wu. HOPRIRK.

CAMERON -
DOUGLAS
DRUMMOND
DONALDSON
MAINLAND
MILNE
McMILLAN
MORICE
PEARSON
PATRICK
WEBSTER

Assigtant Secretary.
Miss CHAPPLE,

Organist,
Miss RASH,

13
MOUNT COOK SCHOOL.

Superintendent - - My, W, IL_LLAN.
Teachers:
Miss ANDERSON Mgr. ATTKEN
o DUNCAN (Young Men's Class)
., EDWARDS o
., GUISE "+, KERSLEY
» HOPKIRK : (Young Women's Class)
K : -
i Ilfﬁé) PRI . BARRAS
" M. LANG _ BIDGE
. MCLEOD » BUR
+» MOEKENZIE ., GILBERT
. REITH 7 :
, BOES [, JOANSTON
. BCOTT
» BTEEL ., MARSHALL
, WILSON
M, WILSON - » WILSON
Secretary : ‘- S Assistant Secretary:
BN ' Mz, A, SMITH
NZIE
M. W. MOKCED ‘Librarian: _
Mzr. H. F. WILSON - :
i i ' Organist :
Hssistant Librarian :
Mr. W. STRACHAN Miss REITH .

Delegate to Sunday School Union:
Mr. J. BARRAS
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOUR SOCIETY.
2

President - Rev. JAMES GIBB, D.D.

Yice-President :
Mr. H. DRUMMOND

Conveners of Commitiees:
Prager Meeting~Mizs MAUD ANDERSON

Look-out—Miss J. WEBSTER
Social—Miss . WINSETT
Sunshine—Mrss M. SCOTT

Foreign Missionary—Mise A, GUISE
Home Missionary—MR. A. MARSHATLYL

Secretary :
Mz, L. C. BMITH, c¢/o D. Benjamin & Co,

Treasurer:
Mer. J. B. BOYD

Musical Director:
Mr. JOHN BOAL

Superintendent of Junior Endeavour Bociety:
Miss AMY EDWARDS

YOUNG MEN'S LITERARY & DEBATING
SOCIETY,

President:
Me. J. G. W, ATTKEN

Vice-Presidents :
Dr. CHAPPLE, Messrs, T. H. GILL, M.A,LLB., aND
. 8, CLARKE JOHNSON

Joint Secresaries:
Messrs. A, McCKENZIE anp J. B, RETD

15

MOUNT COOK MORNING CLASS,

et
Conductors:
Messrs. J. BOAL axp A. PURDIE

Secretary : = ) Organist:
Mz, D. DOUGLAS - Mms DICK

LADIES’ DORCAS & VISITING SOCIETY,

B i e
President : Yice-President :
Mgs. JAMES GIBB Mgzs. J. REITH
Secretary: . Treasurer:
Mgrs. WEBSTER VMRS. MOORE

YOUNG WOMEN’S SEWING GUILD.

e e

Pregident : Secretary and Treasurer :

§ Miss STEEL _ - Mms REITH

ST. JOHN'S WOMEN'S MISSIONARY
- ASSOCIATION,
President : Secratary :

Mes. DICK : Mrss A PAUL
_ L Treasurer : ‘

Mrs. HUSTWICK =~
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i CHOIR.
' e s ®
i Organist and Choirmaster. Secretary. S
i Mer, J. MAUGHAN BARNETT, Mr. W. AUGHES, ' M E M O R A— N D A— .
110 Wellington Terrace. . & Moeller Street. . : )
: Sopranos, '
. q
i Miss BAGLEY Miss McLEOD ' CHURCH COLLECTIONS.
o » CHIRNSIDE » MORRIS :
,, DUNLOP . MOTLEY
., .AMY EDWARDS ., STEELE _
. GARNHAM » TAYLOR THE ordinary Sunday collectiong together with the seat rents, etc.,
i . HALLEY " THORB}TRN - provide the funds for defraying the annual expenses, the chief of
" é AJI'{];II%RDIE » XVEVJSZT?[%TEFORD - which are Minister’s stipend, retiring allowance to the late Minister,
‘ Mrs W. HUGHES ’ : salary of Church officials, ete.
Altos. _ ) : : © Special collections appointed by the General Assembly are made
Mzs. R, B. BURKE Miss PATTERSON - from time fo time, including Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund,
i Miss ANNTE EDWARDS » RASH Asgsessment for Assembly expenses, Maori Mission, etc.
w KING : » STENHOUSE _
» MAY DONOVAN o WILSON L Ohurch Extension }und is taken up by the envelope system,
| ' Special collections are made for the Sunday Schools, relief of the
Tenors. Bass. poor, and such other objects as may be appointed by the Session.
My, ANDERSON Mr. BRODIE »
w J. M. BARR o R. H. BURKE § . The Congregation’s contributions to the Chureh's Missions in
‘ L ’: gﬁﬁg\gﬁy ,' %mﬁééE%%N "3 _ he New Hebrides, China, India.and to the Chinese of New Zealand,
. . MARSHALL ., 8. CLARKE-JOHNSON ‘gare collected quarterly by the Women’s Misgionary Association.
. PATRICK » H. MCFARLANE o
d . JAS WILSON » W. McKENZIE : The Seat Letting Committee is in attendance at the Church at
- w W.BTRACHAN ' ~ the close of the Prayer Meeting on Wednesday evenings to let
k| » H. F. WILSON ) i
i gittings.
] 7
!
Choir Practice in the Olass Room, Thursday evening, at 7.30 p.m.




KIRK SESSION AND COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
OF ST. JOHN'S CHURCH

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 8lsr DECEMBER, 1903.

history of our church, ag it was 50 years ago that the littje

band of pioneers which formed the nucleus of the present

church first met for divine worship, What a marvellous
change the half century has wrought! Very few of those who
constituted that first company of worshippers are now alive, and
vet God hag so 'worked in the hearts and lives of the 'successors of
that noble, undaunted, little band that the existing church tales
rank as one of the strongest and most prosperons in this Britain of
the South. In all this we recognige the hand of Him in whom
we live and move and have our being, and whilst we are glad ab
the proeperity which has marked the career of our Church we
say * Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name give:
glory, for 'Thy merey, and for Thy truth’s sake.,” The jubilee was
celebrated in a very fitling manner on December 6ih and 8th.
Services were held on Sunday, at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m., the preacher
on both occasiong being the Rev. Dr. Gibb. At the morning servige
the communion was digpensed, and in the evening an eloquent
historic account of the foundingand subsequent life of the Church
was given by Dr. Gibb. A conversazione, to further celebrate the
jubilee, was held in the School room, Dixon street, and was in
every way 2 successful funection. - A handsome souvenir pro-
gramme was issued to commemorate this important event.

RESIGNATION OF THE REV. JAMES PATERSON.
The year now under review will be remembered by th

@HE year which has just concluded marks an epoch in the

congregation, chiefly ag that during which they bade farewell to}

one minister, and extended the hand of welcome to another,

Tn July the Rev. James Paterson, who, for nearly thirty-ﬁve"%

vears had served 8t. John’s with conspicuous fidelity, resigned the
pastorate. THis long association with the congregation, his kindly
ways with the peopls, his devoted ministrations to the sick, the
aged and the sorrow laden, had earned for him the love of his own
people, and the respect of the community. It was no light matter
for him to face the parting with a congregation to whom he had
g0 long ministered, and the severence of the pastoral tie was keenly
felt by those whom he had baptiged, and whe had grown up under
his ministry, and to whom he had been a kind and trasted friend.

.
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On his resignation he was granted a retiring allowance of £300
& year. Before his departure for the Old Country, whither he has
gone on a trip, he was presented with a purse of 350 sovereigns,
and a piece of plate suitably inscribed was presented fo Mrs.
Paterson.

We trust that the ending of his days may be calm and bright.

INDUCTION OF REV. DR, GIBB.

The Rev. Dr. Gibb, the present pastor of St. John's, was
inducted on Augnust 12th, and a social to welcomeé him was held
on Angust 13th. Despite the wet night, a large number of the
congregation and representatives of the Presbyterian and sister
churches gathered in the school room to greet him. The meeting
was marked by the ntmost cordialty and enthusiasm, Dr. Gibb
delivered a stirring address, and his first public utterance was one
befitting the occasion, and ereated a3 most favorable .impression.
As you are no doubt aware, Dr. Gibb was Minister of First Church,
Dunedin, for upwards of 17 years, which pesition he had filled in
an eminently satisfactory manner. e wag not only a prominent
minister of Dunedin, but took rank as one of its leading citizens.
Since his arrival there has been a marked improvement in attend-
ance at the Church. To such an extent have the numbers increased
that the sitting capacity is usnally taxed to the utmost at the evening
gervice, We look forward with the greatest confidence to the life
and work of the Church during the coming years. )

KIRK BBESSION.

At the end of 1903 the Court numbered 21, Mr. A. D. Thom- .
gon, who was made a magistrate, and stationed at Palmerston
North, resigned his eldership. In his removal the Session, Choir,
and Sunday School sustained a great loss. As the number of
olders 'was found to be inadequate, the Session asked the congre-
gation to elect six additional elders, thus bringing the number to
96. The following were elected and inducted :—Messrs. J. Boal,
H. B. Chapman, T. H. Gill, H. Mainland and A. P. Webster.

COMMUMION ROLL.

On the 31st December, 1903, there were 638 members on the
Comniunion Roll, During the year there were 112 additions—53
by examination, and 59 by certificate. At the first communion
under the new pastorate 49 names were added to the roli, and
thirty at the second. The removals were 17—by certificate 11, by
death 6. The mnet increase iz therefore 93. At the Decem-
ber Communion there were 430 communicants—a number far in
excess of that at any previous gacraméntal occasion, '

BURSARY. :

The 8t. John'’s Bursary, subseribed by a number of the

congregation, is at present held by Mr. H. Davies, who is a student
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in the Divinity Hall, Dunedin. He is doing very satisfactory
work. : ‘
ATTENDANCE AT PUBLIC WORSHIP,

The attendanee at the Church services show a marked increase.
Thiy is & matter which is gratifying both to the office-bearerg and
to the Minigter. Nothing is so helpful to a proacher as pews full
of sympatheiic listeners, and nothing is so dull and depressing
a8 having to conduct service to a congregation scattered here and
there in a large ehurch. A safisfactory service is the joint result

of an attentive responsive congregation and a reverent thoughtful -

sermon of a capable preacher. "We hope that the coming year

will see a well-filled church, so that our Minister may receive all

the asgistance which such a condition of affairs will render. In
thig eonnéction we would algo state thai the attendance at the
week-night service has shown very great improvement, and we
commend this too to the earnest consideration of the members and
adherents.

SERVICE OF PRAISE.

One of the most helpful aids to worship ig the praise portion
of the service. Music appeals to the highest emotion of the human
goul, and while we would in no sense speak digparagingly of the
value of prayer, and of a reverent reading and exposgition of the
‘Seripture, we think the assistance given by the instrumental and
vocal part of the service can scarcely be overrated. That worship
of God which finds expression in music gives utterance to the
truest and most heartfelt experience of which the human seul is
capable, When, as Milton has expressed it,—* Music is married to
immortal verse,” there is produced the mogt elevating and refin-
ing influence possible—ean infinence too, which is in no sense
evanescent, Our organist and hig choir have done much during
the year to aild in producing thig result,and we express our sincere
thanks for their ungrudging assistance.

CHURCH EXTENSION AND MISSIONA.

One of the truest signs of a live church is the interest it takes
in extending Christ’s kirgdom. A church which takesno interest
—or very little interest—in bringing the Gospel to those who, as
pioneers of eivilization, have gone into the bush te make a home
for themselves, or to those who sit in darkness in heathen lands,
is a decadent church. Judged by this standard, we think that
St. John's is in a fairly healthy condition. For Church Hxtension
£95 was raised ; for Foreign Missions, £215 ; for Maori Missions,
£325; for the Maori Girls’ Training Home, £93 ; of which latter
amount the sum of £87 was collected by the Young Women’s
Migsiotiary Guild.

FINANCH.

An inspection of the balance-sheet, Which is incorporated with

the Treasurer’s staternent, shows that the total amonnt from all
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sources amounted to £2,151, a8 against £1,985 raised last year: of
this total £425 was received from ordinary collections, being an
increase of £192, In addition to the usual contributions, the sum
of £349 wag subscribed for the additions to the Sunday School.
The year commenced with a debit balance of £26 1ls. 8d.,
and ended with a debit balance of £84 7s. 10d. The increase
of the debit balance was due to extraordinary expenditure,
ineurred by the chaunge in the pastorate, an expenditure which is
hot recurring. The generous response made by the congregation
in years past has been excelled this year, and i8 a matter for con-
gratulation, and your office-bearers look forward with hopefulness
to the fuiure, notwithstanding the increase in:- our expenditure,
necessitated by the liberal retiring allowance granted to our late
Pastor. Bt. John’s has always responded to every appeal, and your
office-bearers are confident that the present year will be in every
gense an eminently satisfactory one. :

SUNDAY BCHOOL AND BIBLE CLABSES.

From the reports of these organizations it will be seen that
they are in a flourighing condition.” The numbers are high, the
aggregate being 777, The average attendance is not good, being
538, exclugive of wet Bundays. To put this plainly it means that
on an average between one-fifih and one-sixth of the scholars are
away every Sunday. Asthe presenteducation system issecular, the
only place in which Bible teaching is carried on is the Sunday
school, 7.2., oitting the home, which, unfortunately, has not that
distingnighing characterigtic in many cages. Intermittent attend-
ance ab Snnday school deprives the children of that systematic
stndy which is necessary if progressis to be made, and disconrages
teachers in their efforts—efforss entirely voluntary, and thus highly
praiseworthy—to instil into the minds of their scholars the highest
standard of conduct which this world has seen., Will parenss
please give every encouragement to our teachers by sending their

“children to school regularly? Your office-bearsrs congratulate

the chureh om the recent additions made to the school-room ad-
joining the church, For many years Sunday school work was
carried on under very great difficulties, These have now been
obviated, and the teachers and scholars are working under favour-
able conditions. The Mount Cook portion of the Sunday school
is still unfortunately working under great disadvantages—dis-
advantages which cannot at pregent be remedied.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAYOUR.

Tt will be seen from appended reporis that both the SBenior
and Jonior Societies are in a prosperous state. The various
committees are active, and report great interest on the part of
members, No doubt the visit of the founder of the movement,
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the Rev. Dr, Clark, of America, will gtir members to even greater’

interegt, if that were possible,

THE 8T. JOHN'S WOMEN'S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION.
From the report of this sociely it will be seen that a more
gystematic canvass of the members of the congregation will be
made this year as alarge number of collectors are available. These
collectors will call upon every member, and your office-bearers
hope that every one will contribute something to this important
department of Christian work.

THE LADIESY DORCAS SOCIETY.

This gociety, though numerically small, is of very great benefit.
Tts object is to amsist the poor of the church. It is practical
Christianity without ostentation. Quietly.and uncbirusively the
members aggigt those connected with our church.  No doubt
many of the poor have reason to be thankful to the members of
the society, The funds are provided almost entirely from the
offering at the guarterly communion.

THE YOUNG LADIES' SEWING GUILD,

This small organization—ag will be geen from the excellent ..

summary of the year’s work—ig another example of the philan-
thropic movements, hased on the paradox of our Lord, that ¢ He
that loseth his life for My sake shall find it,” This exceedingly
practical society is engaged in teaching girls how .to be skilful
with the needle. The garments thus given may be regarded as
the recipient’s own, for they are the recipient’s work. It is thus
assistance of the best sort, it assists and uplifts at the same time—
a not too common concomitance, ’

THE CHURCH DEBT.
As members will no doubt remember it was stated at the

-meeting on December 8th, in further commemoration of the

jubilee of our church, that the total debt was £2,600, and that the
Managemeni Committes was desirous of wiping out the debt in
five years. The Church Treasurer reported that £700 had been
promiged by four people on whom he had waited. This matter
will receive the earnest consideration of your Managers during
this year, and we hope to be able to report that a satisfactory
scheme hag been deviged and carried into effeet by which thig
object may be attained.
OBITUARIES,

Bome of our members during this last year, as the case in
every twelve months, have been called from the work and labour
of earth fo the enjoyment and communion of Heaven. During
the year ons of our elders, Mr. James Bruce, who had beena long
and patient suffersr, was summoned in to the presence of his
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Saviour. Mr. Bruce was a diligent and faithful office-bearer,
doing his work quietly and unostentatiously.

' Some of the oldest communicants in connection with our
church, connected with it from its inception, are amongst those
whose loss we mourn at this time, Amongst these may be named
Mrs. Logan and Mrs. Macdonald, who in the early days, bore the

- heat and burden of the times, and were faithfu! and true to the

Church, and in the later days, when no longer themselves able to
engage in active work, were still useful in enconraging those
younger in years to continue what they themselves had carried on,
and continued to be 8o much interested in. The others removed
from the membership of the church are Miss Jessie Morris, Mrs,
Lang, and Captain Campbell, who gave festimony of their fitness,

- for the great change. With the friends and relations of the

deceased we sympathize, as also with the friends and relations of

the adherents in the congregation, who were removed by death.

Al |
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ST. JOHN'S PRESBYTERIAN SABBATH SCHOOLS. -

e e ——— 1 —— o

GATN *the ceaseless turning of the mill of Time” has
ground out the presentation of our Annual Report on the
work of the two branches of our Sabbath Schools, and

“W again we record the sgame mingled feelings of gratitnde to
God for his unceasing care and bounty, and of sorrow for our
many ging and imperfections. )

Attendance.—A comparison of the figures appended with
those of the previous year shows slight increase in the number on
our roll. This is very gratifying, especially as in both the senior
and intermediate divisions the increase is substantial. For some
vears previously the intermediates have been gradually diminish-
ing, and it is very encouraging, therefore, to be able to report that
this divigion, which occupies the attention of the bulk of our
teachers, is on the increase. The jumiors, unfortunately, are still
*.in the decrease, but we trust that they too will soon reach their
turning point. Coming to our teaching staff it will be obsel:ved
that it i® not so strong numerically as last year, but there is a
decided improvement in the average attendance, which may
reasonably be termed. good.

Details of the attendance are as follows :—

SCHOLARS.
. Average
Do Gide  Towl AT e
391 wet S§1§:2days.
Willis Street ... 240 .. 257 .. 497 ..
M(l)u;:lt Cook .. 122 ... 158 .. 280 .. 198 .. 206
Totals .. 362 .. 415 .. 777 .. 519 .. 538
HBenior  Intermediate  Junior Scholars
T Dilvéssinn. Diﬁi]%on.. __Divigj;m. ’I‘Zgn%s. Over 16 Yra.
Willis Street . ... . S
Mouﬁt Cook 51 .. 116 .. 113 .. 280 .. 76
Total e 239 ... 828 ... 210 ... 7T .. 301
TEACHERS AND OFFIQCE-BEARERS.
Gentlemen, Ladies. Totals. A;?;f'fe Aﬁg;&r;g:&
Willis Street .. 16 .. 16 .. 31 .. 8 .. 313
Mount Cook ... 18 ... 12 .. 2 .. 26 .. 23
Total .. 29 . 27 .. 56 .. B8 ... b5
The highest attendance of Scholars on one Sunday was :—
 Willig Sireet o7
Mount Cook 233

]
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Children’s Morning Class.—The Sabbath Morning Service
for children is still continued at Mount Cook, with an average
attendance of 35. On Christmas morning a number of the children,

under the conductorship of Mr. J. Boal, rendered carols to the in-
mates of the Hospital.

The Annual Treat held at Day’'s Bay was not so largely
attended as formerly, but those present spent an enjoyable day.

Library.—We are pleased to report that we have added well

. chosen books to the value of £10 to the library of each school.

The scholars avail themselves very largely of the opportunity
offered them of attaining good reading, and we trust that during
the coming year the liberality of the congregation may enable us
to gpend twice the amount, ' '

Anniversary Services.—Ounr Anniversary Services were held
on Sunday, the 3rd May. The pulpit was filled morning and
evening by the Rev. Jas. McKenzie, MLA.,, of Christchurch, whose
ministrations were greatly appreciated. He also addresed the
children at the Church in the afternoon. On the Tuesday follow-
ing the Tea was held, followed by the Cantata, “The New
Jerusalem,” which was excellently rendered by a strong choir of
children and their friends, under the conductorship of Mr. Wm.
Hopkirk. Mr. Maughan Barnett presided atthe organ. At the con-
clusion of the programme, Mr. Allan, on bebalf of the Cantata
Choir, presented Mr. Wimn. Hopkirk with a handsome revolving
book-stand as a slight testimonial of the interest he displayed in
Sunday School music over a long period of years. -

The Bible Classes continues to do excellent work, The
Young Women's Classes continue to take great interest in Mission-
ary work. XYor this object the Willis Street class has raised
doring the year no legs than £67 10s. It also edits and controls
the “Qirls’ Chronicle,” a magazine designed to stimulate interest
in the Young Women’s Bible Class movement throughout the
Colony, o )

Examinations. - Those scholars — a comparatively small
number—who sat for the Sunday School Union Examinations did
fairly well, The special prize for the highest work in the district
wag gained by Percy Burbidge, of Mount Cook. Willis Street again
did well in the General Assembly Hxaminations., Three teachers
passed the Teacher's examinations, :

New Building.—The extra accommodation 0 mueh needed
for years has at length been provided at Willis Street. The new
building, which eontaing a good sized gymnasizm room, Young
Men’s and Young Women’s parlours, a large infant reom and
11 class rooms was opened in August with a conversazions extend-
ing over two evenings. On both occasions the scholars, their
parents and friendsattended in large numbers, and the proceedings



