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ELDERS’ DISTRICTS.

No. 1.—EKaiwarra, Crofton, and Wadestown.

Mr. W. Lirteeiory, Elder
2.~Vogeltown, Kavori, Tinakori Road (South West end).
\ Mr. Roserr Horrirg, Elder.
8,—Therndon, from Town Belt to Hill Street.
Mr. A. Barron, Elder.
4.—FromBS¥ﬁdney Street to Woodward Street, and Harbour to Town
e1l. .

Mr, W. WaoDrLL, Elder.

© 5. —From Woodward Street fo Bouleott Street, and Harbour fo Town

Belt.
My, Jawes Swmira, Elder.
6.—From Bouleott Street to Ghuznee Street (North side}, and Willis
Bireot to Town Belt.
Mr. James McKegnow, Blder,
7—~From Ghuznee Strest (South side) to Abel Smith Street, and Willis
Street (West side) to Town Belf.

Mr. W. T. Guascow, Elder.
8—From Abel Smith Street o top of Thomson Street, and Polhill

Gully to Cubs Street.
: Mr, JamEs SLoaN, Elder.

9.—Manners Street, Dixon BSireet, West of Willis Btreet, and Taronaki
Place.
Mr; . H. Fragug, Elder.
10.-—From Ghuznee Street to Ingestre Street, and Willis Street to Cuba
Street.
Mr. Jour Youwa, Elder.
11.—Ghuznee Street (Eagt of Cuba Béreet,) and Ouba Street (East side),
and Taranaki Street (West side) to Webb Street,

Mr. T, McKenzim, Elder.

12.—Hopper Sfreet {and streets off) to Bidwell Street, and Wright Street

and Taranaki Street to Webb Sireet ; Barracke Bireel, Banks
Terraca, and Tasman Street,

Mr. Winriam Sivu, Elder.
13 —Tory Street and Taranaki Street, from Barracks Street to Courtenay

Place,
Mr. Wrttiam Avraw, Elder.

14.—Courienay Flace to Nawtown Tory Street (East gide) to Cambridge
Terrace.
Mr, James Winsow, Elder. .

15.—Oriental Bay to Majoribanks Streef (North Side).
: Mr, Winriam Hopxirx, Eldey,
16.—Majoribanks Sfreet (South eide) ic Elizabeth Sireet, and EKent

Terrace to Town Belt,
Mr. J. BR. Maoponarp, Elder.

- 17.—Elizabeth Street to College Strect, and Kent Tarracé to Town Belt

Mr. J. G. W. Arrgey, Elder,
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STATED MEETINGS.

1.—Divine Service on Sabbath Morning at 11 a.m.; Evening

at 6.30. On Wednesday Fvenings at 7.80.

——COmmumon on second Sunday of January, a.nd on firsb
" Sunday of each quarter following. -

8,—Fellowship Meeting in Clags-room, on Sébba.th Morning,

from 10 to 10.45 a.m.

4.—Choir Practice on Wodnesday Evenings, after Divine
Bervice,

5.—Children’s Music Clasg on Wednesday Evenings, in
Sohool-room, from 6.80 to 7.80,

8.—Literary BSociety, Tuesday Evenings at 7. 30 p.m. Re-
guming in March.

7.—Ladies’ Visiting and Doreas Society, first and third Tues-
days of each month,

B.—Minister's Bible Class, Thursda,y Evenmgs at 7.80 p m.
Resuming in April. -

-

9,—Band of Hope, Friday Evenings, from 7 to 8.

10.—Teachers’ Mecting for Study of Lesson, and Business,
: - Friday Evenings at 8 o’clock,

11 ——Monthly Prayer Meeting of Teachers and othera, after
Evening Service, first Sunday of each month.

19 —Sabbath Morning-Children’s Service, Mount Cook School

at 11 a.m.

Sabbath Schools meet in Willis Street and Mount Cook
at 2.80 pom,.

THE ANNUAL REPORT

' or THE

Kmk Sesggion and @ommlttze: of Management

7o THE
MEMBERS AND ADHERENTS
oF

81. John's Presbytertan Church, Wellington,

For tux Yuan EwpING S1sr DmoEMEER, 1880,

pleagure in submitting the Annual Report. There is

nothing of an exceptional character on which they have
specially to remark., The numbers and resources of the Congre-
gation are about the same as last year. There have been the
usual changes : some leaving, some joining ; the numbers about
équal. Af the end of the year there were on the Communion
Roll 416. Number disjeined during 1889: By death, 4; by
certificate and otherwise, 41 ; total disjunctions, 45. Nambers
added : By examination, 14 by certifieate, 44 ¢ total, 58. Of
the four removed by death one, My. John Young, was
member of the Committee of Management; a man of great
intelligence and worth, and very loyal to the Church, His
death at the end of the year threw a gloom upon us all, and
evoked deep sympathy for his bereaved widow and family, . It is
to be regretted that the number of those joining the Chureh for
the firet time 18 80 small. This is a regret felt and expressed n
other Churches besides our own. It would be cheering to all
true lovers of Christ to see more coming forward to confesg His

@HE Office-hearers and GOmmittee.of Managemenf have

" name and to enter info the fellowship of His Church.

The Congregation ‘suffered loss during the year by the
removal of several esteemed and attached families to .other parts
of the Colony, and of one who went to reside in Melbourpe,
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We refer to the family of Mr. Dawson, who had for the past

fourteen years been connected with us, Before leaving, Mr.
Dawson presented to the Church a handsome clock, and had it
put up in the front of the gallery. This Las met a felt want in
the equipment of the Church, and it forms a pleasant memento
of our esteemed friends, who for so many years were associated
with ws in Chureh fellowship,

It would be encouraging to the Minigter and Office-bearers,
and to all who seek the prosperity of the Church, to see a larger
attendance on all occasions at the services of Divine worship.
The attendance is good, but it might be better. It is wonder-
fully cheering to see a full ehurch; and in the interest of the
worshippers themselves it is of the wtmost importance that they
be regular in their attendance. Regularity of attendance forms
the habit and deepens the interest in the serviees of the Church.

What we have said applies fo the Week Kvening Services as

well as to the Sunday Services.
Under the leadership of Mr. England, the Choir have been
very helpful in sustaining the service of praise in the sanctuary.

It is most desirable that this department of our worship should

be as beautiful and hearty and in every way efficient as it is
possible fo make it. No pains should be spared on the part of
the Congregation to accomplish this end, and it should be felt
to be the duty and privilege of all who can assist, to come for-
-ward and do go. The praise of the ganctuary should, above all
things, be hearty and sincere ; but it ghould also be tasteful and
beautiful. e who has given to all in more or less degree the
gift of music, requives that we cultivate it, and consecrate it to
Him. 'We are to “ worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”

The Church is much indebted to, Mr. Wm, Hopkirk for the
great service he has rendered in fraining the young people in
sacred music. He had a very successful class again this year,
and wound up the session with & Carol Service at Chrigtmag,
held in the Church, and which was very highly appreciated by a
large audience. Mr. Hopkirk’s labours in this, as in other
departments of our Church work, deserves the hearty thanks of
the Congregation, '

The Minister’s Bible Clags, conducted on Thursday evenings
from April to December, was well attended, there being 41 on
the roll, and an average attendance of about 80, In addition to
thig elass, Benior Bible Classes are taught on Bundays by Mr,
Aitken at the Mount Cook Sehool, and by Mr. Troup and Mrs.
Lennox at the Willis Street School. The great object of these
classes is to get hold of the young people of more advanced age,
to keep them under Bible instruction, and under the influences of
the Church ; and to trajn them up to become future workers in
the service of the Church.
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It was felt that something more should be done to get hold
of the young men connected with the Church, to bring them
together for Christian fellowship, and to give them facilities for
mutual help and stimulusg in the study of the Bible, and in
mors] and -religious culture. ~With this view, invifations were

‘issued to a Soecial Gathering in the School-room, which was

largely attended; and the result was the formation of the 54,
John’s Christian Fellowship Association, which meets on
Sabbath mornings in the (lass-room adjoining fhe Chureh,
from 10 to 10.45 a.m. On Sabbath morning the 14th July, the

. Association held its firsb meeting. 1t has since continued

meeting regularly, with an average attendance of 26 members,
there being 50.on the roll, The subject of study has been the
life of Christ, ag given in the Gospel of Mark.

The Literary Society, which holds its meetings on Tuesday
evenings, has had a more or less vigorous existence during its
gession from March to November, and some spirifed debates
were held and essays read and eriticised by the members. It is
hoped that when the Soclety resumes its meetings it will be
with large accession of numbers and with renewed vitality.

The Ladies' Visiting and Dorcas Society has been in full
operation during the year, and has been the means of doing
mueh good in & guiet and unostentatious way, and of helping
needy and deserving ones who, unless sought oul by Christian
kindness and sympathy, would not be forward to make their
own wants known.

On Sabbath evenings, in the Mount Cook School-room, an
important Mission is conducted by Messrs. Aitken, Allan, and
others, called the Liads’ Mission Hchool. Although this Mission
iz not formally conneeted with 3t. John's, vet if is mainly carried
on by those who are members and Office-bearers of this Church,
and 1t is but due fo them that the importance of this work and
their zealous labours in it should be recognised and appreciated.
The object of the Mission is to gather in and place under
religious instruetion, and the best Christian influences, those
who otherwise in regard to their higher interests would be
utberly negleeted. This truly Chrigtian work deserves hearty
sympathy and support. '

The Sabbath Sehool Report is so detailed and so complete
that little need here be stated in regard to that important
department of our Church work, Suffice it to say that the
Congregation eannot but rejoies in the extent of that work, and
the activity and success with which it is being carried on. To
care for the religlous instruction and training of the young is a
duty laid upon the Church; and on the wise and faithfol dis-
charge of that duty is involved the real welfare of the Church.
It is gratifying fo find that there is a considerable increase both
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in the numbers on the roll and the average attendance. In--

cluding the two Sehools—Mount Cook and Willis Street—the
number on the rollis 839, as against 797 for 1888 ; and the
iotal average shews an advance of 89. The teachers number
65, with an average attendance of 55. In this good work the
teachers desire and expee, and will no doubt receive, the
sympathy, the- prayers, and the generous support of the
Congregation, : '

The Band of Hope should also not be forgotten ; it is one of |

the largest, if not the largest, and most efficient in our Chureh,
and it 15 certainly one of the most important organisations con-
neetod with the Church; ity special objeet being to train the
young in the prineiples of Temperance, and to form within them
tastes and habits for what is pure, and righteous, and good.

The Anniversary Services were held on the third Sabbath of

December, and wera conducted by the Rev. William Grant, of

New Plymouth. All were delighted to see and hear him again,
and many, it is hoped, were impressed and edified by his
earnest and effective ministrations. The ecollections amounted
to over £50. A very successful Social Meeting, kindly promoted
by the Jadies, was held on the Tuesday evening following.

It is pleasing to find that the finances of the Church are on
the whole in a satisfactory state, and will compare favonrably
with former years, and this despite removals and other draw-
backs, The total amount raised for all purposes is £1,528
118, 8d., or for ordinary revenus, and exclusive of special col-
lections, £1,305. The two main sources of vevenue are the
Sunday eollections and the seat rents, and. on these there is a
slight increase over last year; and the debit balance has been
reduced by £50. There is 'still, however, the large debt of
£4,000 on our Church property; and on which we are paying an
annual interest of £240, This burden is too heavy. The drain
upon our annual resources is too severe. It is hoped that this
year an earnest efforf will be made to reduce the debt. If the
Congregation set themsslves to do it, and all unite and work
together in = hearty, ‘earnest, generons spirit—with God’s
blessing on our efforts the object will be accomplished.

‘With deep thankfulness to Gtod for all his goodness to ns in
the past ; for.all the mercy and blessing we have enjoyed; and
looking up to Him, and trusting in Him for a continnance of
His grace and kindness, let 718 go forward with brave heart and
earnest spirit to whatever work or duty lies before us. ¢ And let
the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish- Thou
the work of our hands upon us: yea, the work of our hands
establish Thoun 1t.” . :

ANNUAL REPORT

OF

ST. JOHN'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SABBATH SCHOOLS.

@HE time has again come round, when in Geod’s providence

we are permitted to review another year’s work, this being
the twenty-second Report of Willis Hireet School and the
sighteenth of Mount Cook School. : ‘

It becomes us, with heartfelt gratitude, to acknowledge the
goodness of our Heavenly Father to us throughout the year
which has gone, and with a deep sense of our weakness and
unworthiness, anew to seek from Him, who is the fountain of

" merey and the source of all strength, grace to enable us o eon-

tinue faithful in His blessed service,

- Attendance.—There has been a considerable increase in
numbers this year, and we are glad to report a more than

_eorresponding increase in the attendances: the number now on

the volls being 839, as against 797 for 1888, and the total
average shewing an advance of 89 on last report. The present
year, however, has had particularly few very wet days, but this
will account only in a slight degree for the larger averages, for
excluding those days in both cases we find the result still to the
eredit of this year. Our present totals.are : Willis Street, 400 ;
Mount Cook, 489 ; giving a grand total of 889, with a working
average of 571. The highest attendance on any one Sabbath
was i Willis Street, 276 ; and Mount Cook, 853. Tollowing is

a d_etailed statement :—

SCHOLARS. ‘
: Average Attend-
Girls. Boys. Total Avarage enece, oxeluding

. Attendance, Wet Sundays.
Willis Street School .. 251 149 400 ‘e 252 . 257
Mount Cook School .. 219 220 439 .. 306 .. 314

Totals .. 470 569 839 o 558 - 871
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Teicners anp OFPFricE-BEARERS.
Average
. . Ladies. Cfenflemen. Monitresses. Total.  Atbtendance.
Willis Btreet School .. 1% 12 2 33 28
Mount Cook School .. 13 16 3 32 27
Totals .. 82 - 28 5 65 i

The numbers in both Senior and Infant Classes are higher
than last year, and are ag follows :— ‘
Brnion CrassEs.
- Grirls. Boys, Total.
Willis Btreet S8chool .. 18 24 42
Mount Cook Sehool .. 9 17 26

Totals .. 27 4L 68

Inrawr Crassms. |
Girlg. Boys. Total

Willis Street School .. 91 62 - 153
Mount Cook School .. 110 102 212
Totals .. 201 186 865

From a perusal of the foregoing figures we judge that our
Schools are still centres of attraction, and we hope our teachers
will more and more see to it that they continue such; and
parents, too, can help ug thus far, in insisting that their ehildren
are regular and punctual in their attendance.

Qur teaching stafl remains nearly the same as far as num-
bers, but it is & matter of much regret that there should be so
many changey, Some clagses hardly get settled to work with
one teacher before a change iz necessary, through the absence or
removal of teachers, In order to lesgen the effect of this on
classes, we would impress on teachers the necessity of at once
agseortaining the cause of absence of any scholar, and  thus
keeping a strieter oversight and at the same fime showing their
interest in them. We need not say that this can only be
accomplished by visitation.

Children’s Service—The Children’s Service in Mount Cook
School has been continued throughout the year with much
suceess ; the average attendance being 108, ag against 88 for
1888, The highest attendance was 185. We are much in-
debted to Mr. }.-H. Fraser and Misg Jessie Hutchen for their
work here; and we also wish to thank Miss McKerrow and Miss
Lily Drummond for presiding so regularly and efficiently at the
organ. The sum of £1 2s. 11d. was subscribed for the
“ Dayspring,” and Missions, and will be duly applied to those
objects. .

Singing Class,—The Children’s Singing Class was held as
usnal, ‘under the. leadership of Mr. William Hopkirk. The
attendance wag for the mogt part very good, and the behaviour
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excollent. Tha work for the greater part of the session was the

‘learning and practice of hymns from the School Hymnbook.

The usual Carol Service was also held at Christmas, and at-
tracted a laxge audience. The children fairly surpassed them-
selves, and everyone was delighted with their singing. A
collection wag taken, which realised £8 17s. 6d., but the
expenses of mugie, printing, &e., totalled £10 9s., leaving a
balance, £1 11g, 6d., to come from the School Funds,

‘We have again fo tender to Miss Kirker our hest thanks for
her valuable services at the harmoninm, both for Singing Class
and Band of Hope Mectings. :

Libraries~—The only addition to School Libraries this year
was' some 100 volumes, being the proceeds of donation men-
tiohed in last. Report, so generously given by Mr. R. T.
Turiibull, As the scholars appreciate very highly their Library

- privileges, it remains with-us to keep the shelves well filled, and

an effort should therefore be made at an early date to secure
further supplies for this important object.

Children’s Treat~The annual Treat was held at Petone,
and, as the weather wasz favourable, a most enjoyable day was
spent. 'We are glad to say that eur large party reached home
without the slightest mishap, all thoroughly satisfied with the
pleasant outing.

- Anniversary Services—The Church Anniversary was cele-
brated on the 15th December, and, a8 usual, both Schools met

-in the Church, when an inferesting and instructive address was

given by the Rev. Wm. Grant, of New Plymouth, Special
hymns were sung by the scholars, but for lack of united practice

" were nof so successful as they might have heen. They, how-

ever, lent an additional interest to the service, and we trust will
be repeated on future occasions,

Teachers' “Meetings,—The usnal meétings of teachers have

- been held during the year. We regret to say that the aten-

dance at the Friday evening meeting is still comparatively poor,
and we also think many rhore of the teachers, as well as friends,
might remain for the short time affer Chureh serviee for the
Monthly Praysr Meeting. Those who have attended can testify
to the benefits received at these meetings, and we hope many
more will seek to ghare in them.-

“Two Social Meetings were held, and proved very enjoyable,

-giving opportunity for social intercourse, the more necessary in

our case where we have two Schools, the feachers of which do
not as a rule meet together on the Sabbath.

The Annual Picnio turned out more successful than at first
anticipated. Boxing Day morning opened wet and miserable,
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but elearing a little, a start was made for Belmont, where after

a fow showerse the day opened fine and sunny. The threatening’

morning no doubt prevented some of our number being present,
but those who did go had a most enjoyable time. It was
unanimously ‘declared that a betier place under the eiveum-
stances could not have been chosen.

Treasurer's Statement.—The Stafement of Receipts and Dis-
bursements shows the balance on the right side, but there are
liabilities as shown which more than counterbalance. We have
‘a few iters, including an account for library cupbosrds, £5 15s.,
which will not reeur ; and we may therefore conclude that our
usual incoms, with economy, will meet our expenses. We
offered congra.tula.tmns last year that the smount subseribed for
“ Dayspring ” and Missions had been largely increaged, and we
have much pleasure in recording a further mevease by over £6
for the present-year, Willis Street School especially having
contributed largely to these objects.

Band of Hope.—The membership of the Band of Hope, aftor
purging the yoll, remaing the same as last year, for although we
have. added several girls we have lost as many boys, and the
Register shows now,—

GHrls, Boys. Total,
115 65 180

The averagoe attendance has been slightly better, being 114

for the year. The highest attendance was 196,

We appeal o teachers and parents to help us in this work.
We must not only hold our own, but make progress in the
cause of Total Abstinence, if we are to suceeed ; and we must, we
shall sueceed. We have no right to be Iukewarm -where our
children’y interests are concerned, and we hope that one and all
will see to it that a substantial inerease, to the membership is
made in the coming year.

- The Treasurer's Statement shows a balance in hand of
£8 14s. 8d., after meeting all liability, and this without any
outside aid. We would be glad, however, ¢f a few voluntary
donations to our funds, as our work is often cramped for lack of
the needful.

Oonclusion.—In closing our Report, we would encourage
teachers to persevere, and cast into this work their whole
gtrength and energy.. No half-hearted efforts will do; yet we
ean also say no faithful work was ever lost. Work dene for
God cannot die; and though we see no fruit of our labours, for
‘““one may sow and another reap,” yoi we shall all reJo1ce
together in the grand “ Harvest Home.”

“We feel our own weakness, but He whose servants we are
ean sanctify the humblest instruments : "only lot our- faith be
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stronger, our love more intenge; only let us keep close to the

" Blessed Magter who so loved the children, and success is certain,

Remember, it is to those who labour that rest is sweet.

¢ And they that be wise [the téachers] shall shine as the
brightness of the firmament; and they tha.t turn many to
righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.’

Francs H. Fraser,
SBuperintendent, Willis Btreet School.

W Arpvaw,
Buperintendent, Mount Cook School.

‘Wu, Hoprizg,
Hon. Secrefary.
81st December, 1889,




