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N presenting the annual report, it is our first duby, to acknow-
E ledge with gratitude the goodness of God toward us as a con-
gregation in the privileges and blessings we have enjoyed, and in-the
tokens of His presence and power amongst us. The congregation
hag made quiet, steady progress; and there hag been no division
amongst us, no discord, but unity and harmony. We trust also
there has been 2 healthy growth of Church life. Some blanks,
however have been made in our ranks ; some vemovaly by death.

- We have to mourn the Joss of some whom God has taken ; but we
are consoled with the thought that cur loss is their gain.

We have 0 report an increase both in the numbers and re-
sources of the congregation, In the membership there is an
inereage of 30 ; the number on the communion roll last year
being 220 ; this year, 250. Nearly all the sittings in the body of
the church ave let, and & considerable number in the gallery. AS
each quarterly communion about 170 sat down together at the
Lord's Table. The growth of the congregation mecessitated an
increase in the eldership. At the request of the Session the con-
grogation elected six additional elders, of whom fowr accepted
office, viz, Mesars Robert Hopkirk, John Young, Duncan



6

Matheson, and James Todd. There is now a staff of ten elders
asgociated with the pastor in the spiritual oversight of the
congrogation. The elders visit their districts before each quarterly
communion. They are also in readiness ab all times to visit
cages of sickmess or otherwise to attend to the spiritual con-
cerns of the families in their respective districts. They take
part also in the weekly servico on Wednegday evenings, and in the
work of the Sunday schools. Any cases of sickness should at
onee be reported to the elders or to the minister.-

It is to be regretted that with the increased attendance at the
services on the Lord’s Day there has not been a corresponding
attendance at the weekly prayer meeting. Surely more out of
so large a congregation might avail themselves of - this oppor-
tunity of meeting together in the midst of the cares and duties of
daily life for Christian worship and fellowship. )

The two Sunday Schools, as-will be gathered from the specml '

reports to be read, aro in a satisfactory condition, In . the Willis-

street school, superintended by Mr. ¥ Frager, 269 children are in -

attendance, including an infant class of about 60 ; these are
taught by 21 teachers. In the Mount Cook schools, superin-
tended by Mr. Alexander Hopkirk, there are 210 in aitendance,
ineluding 67 in the infant class; and theve iy a stafl of 22
teachers. The schools are examined at least once a year in the
course of Bible lessons for the previous six months ; and also in
the Shorter Catechism. Prizes are awarded to scholars according
to merit. By these examinations a stimulus is given both to
teachers and seholars in their work, and a wholesome rivalry is
maintained.

The Young Men's Bille Class, which meets in the managers’
room on Sunday afterncons at 2.30, is very efficiently taught by
Mr. Thomas McKenzie, who has conducted that class now for
many years, Not a few of those young men who st one time or
another attended that class are now members of the Church, and

engaged in Sunday school work. - The senior girle’ olass is ably
taught by Miss McEachern. These classes are feeders to the
teaching power in the sehoel, and having been lately drawn upon
for that purpose they need &lling up.

For several months the minister had Bible classes on Thurs-
day evenings—a young women’s from 7 to 8 o'clack, and a young
men’s from 8 to 8 o’clock. The classes were suspended for a few
weeks at the end of the year, but are to be resumed. It is im-
portant to hiave the young thoronghly instructed in the knowledge
of God’'s Word, and to have their hearts and lives Imbued with
ity Divine principles and precepts.

A Band of Hope has been natituted in connection with the
Sunday Schools. The meetings are well attended, and are made
both interesting aud instruective by addresses on femperance and
kindred subjects. _

The Young Men’s Literary Soclefy continued its meetings in
the manager’s rcom on Tuesday evenings tll the end of November,
when it adjourned for a three months’ vacation. It resumes its
work early in Mazeh, it is hoped with an inerease of members,
and with fresh life and spirit.

The Choir continues under the efficient leadership of Mr. Ray-
mond. We have to regret the loss of geveral of the more promi-
nent members by their removal to other parts of the colony.
Their places are not easily supplied. But while the Choir haslosg,
it hag also gained one or two members, whom we are glad to
welcome. It is, however, very desirable that more would come
forward who have a good voice and a knowledge of musie, and assist
in improving the psalmody of the church. It is also very impor-
tant that the Cholr should maintain regular practice, and that the
members should all attend the practice. -

The revenue of the church shows & considerable increase. - The
ordinary Sunday collections amount to £550; last year, £502;
showing an increase over lagt year of £48, The seat rents this
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year asmount to £446; last year £364; increase, £82. The
special collections for the Assembly schemes are about the same as
last year, viz, £95. The total (£1091), shows an increase in the
revenue of the Church over last year of £130. In addition to
the ordivary revenue, about £1073 was raised in lguidation of
the debt on the church. This sum added to the revenue males
a total of about £2100 contributed by the congregation during
the year. .

At the ecommenceinent of the year there was a debt on the
church of £2000 ; that amount is reduced by £1000.

At a congregational meeting a proposal was submitted to
erect on the unocoupied part of the mange acre a new mansge for
the Minister. The congregation cordially sanctioned the proposal,
and the managevs are now taking steps to carry it into effect.
Arrangements have been made so that this undertaking shall
impose no additional liability on the reveuue of the Church for at
leagt the first year.

In connection with the new manse scheme we have to
acknowledge a very kind offer on the part of George Hunter,
Eng., M.ILR,, of 2 piece of land adjoining the Church on whick
o ercct the manse. Mr. Hunter being under the impression that
the congregation had to buy a site, offered this on the sole condi-
tion that the money which would have been spent on the purchase
should be put into the building, to make it so much the more a
comfortable and commodious residence for the minister. It was
a gererous thought, genevously -expvesged. The congregation,
however, having an admivable site in 'Woolcombe-street, where
the old manse stands, and there being ample space for another,
the managers thought it preferable to erect the new manse on the
manse acre. The site therefore so handsomely offered, not being
used for the purpose for which it was offered, reverts to Mr.
Hunter. But the congregation will feel no less indebied to him
for his generous intention.

_w?-......_..miﬁ;% :
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The managers have gratefully to acknowledge a bequest of
£100 by the late Alexander Sutherland, Esq., of Lyell'’s Bay, an
old and respected member of the congregation. This sum has
been appropriated toward the reduction of the debt on the Church,

#n accordance with the will of the donor.

They have also gratefully to acknowledge receipt of a bequest
of £50 from the late Hon, W. B, Rhodes for educational purposes
in the congregation. Ths trustess of the Chureh, fo whom this
bequest was made, have set it apart to increase the Sunday
Hchool Library,

The (leneral Assembly of our Church, which met in Welling-
ton, in December, 1877, resolved to ingtitute a susbentation fund

- for the better support of the Ministry of the Church, In many

districts where population is sparse the congregations are small,
and Divine ordinances could not be maintained, except by help
from without. I is a Seriptural principle that the strong should
help the wealz; that congregations which are larger and wealthier
should asgist those which are smalier and weaker. This fund iy
designed to effect that object. 1t i3 to be raised by monthly or
quarterly subseriptions from members and adlherents in the various
congregations of the Church. The office bearers are aboub to

visit the congregation to veceive the names of thoge who are -

willing to become contyibutors to the fund.

In a city so large and so rapidly increasing as this there is
meed for some special effort being made in addition fo the ordinary
Church agencies to maintain the influences of veligion in the
hearts and homes of the people. Numbers fall away from atbend-
ance at Church, and lapse into utter neglect of religious ordinances
and duties. Hence the need of special missionary effort. 'We
are fovtunate in having amongst us one who has peculiar gifls for
this work, and who in the old counfry had some experience in if;
we refer to Mr. Robert Hopkirk, one of the recently appointed
elders. Ttis proposed to empley him as a city missionary in
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THRE

Willis Street Preshyterian Safbath School,

FOR THE TEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER, i873.
M et

HE close of another year brings round the time for presenting

our Arnual Report. By the good hand of God upon us we

are still able to say that our work iy prosﬁering, and for this we

would record our thankfulness, and pray that He WouH still
prosper our work,

ATTENDANCE. -

We have pleasure in reporting that the number of scholars hag

_ increased during the year; there is now a total of 269 on the roll

—133 boys, and 136 girls, with an average attendance each

Sabbath of 155, The largest number that assembled in one day
was 187.

TescEERs AND OFFICE-BEARERS.

‘We regr 8 y : i
Ve r gret the lo'ss of six of our teachers during the year from
vartous causes, their vlaces have been taken by four new ones,

thus leaving us two short of the namber reported. last year, viz,

23. There are besides the teachers two librarians, a secrotary,
and superintendent, thus making the staff of workers 95,

SENIOR GIRLS CLASS.

The formation of this Important class, which was suggested in
our last report, has been aceomplished ; the class, which consists
of eight scholars, is ably taught by Miss McEachern.

15

ENFANT OLASS.

This class, which numbers 60, with an average attendance of
40, is still taught by Mr. J. Hopkirk, who is doing & good work,
as a large number during the year have been drafted from it
into higher classes.

TREATS.

The annual treat of the school was held as usual on the 22nd
of January, but, owing to the inclemency of the weather, the out-
door sports had to be dispensed with, The children asserabled in
the school in the evening, when the prizes were distributed to the
suaccessful scholars in the examination.

EXAMINATION.

The examination on the “Life of St Paul” and the shorter

catechism, was bheld on the 30th January, thirteen scholars coming -

forward for the « Life of St. Paul,” to eight of whom prizes were
awarded. For the examination on the shorter catechizm 36 came
forward ; prizes were awarded to 12 of the number. [Eight of the
younger scholars were examined in the Mother’s Catechism, six
of whom obtained prizes.

The result of the examination may be econsidered very sasis-
factory, the competition in some cases was very keen, and in some
ingtances a5 many as three and four were equal.

SPECIAL ADDRESSES AND COLLECTIONS.

The only special addvess delivered during the year was in con
nection with the Amnniversary of the Church, when our pastor
preached a special sermon for the yoim‘g, which was listened to
with marked attention by the scholars.

The collections in aid of the ¢ Dayspring” were made ag usual
by the children of both schools. £14 17s. was obtained by the
children attending Willis Street school. The teachers, knowing
that there were objections to collecting the money by eards as
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formerly, decided to, in future, make a gpecial collection on the
firgt Bunday in each month on behalf of the mission ship. Itis
%0 be hoped that this will be successful from a financial point of
view.

_ BAND OF HOPE.

At a meeting of feachers held in October it was decided to
establish a Band of Hope in connection with the schools, all
teachers who wexre pledged abutainers to be members of Committee.
We are glad to veport that this has beer successfully started,
The roll numbers 105, The meetings, which are well attended,
are held every Friday evening from 7 to 8.

LIBRARY,

The library, which consists of 450 volumes, i3 well patroniged
by the scholars. This number will ghortly be increased, £10 of
the late Hon, W, B. Rhodey’s donation has been devoted to the
purchase of additional bocks. The books have been ordered from
the Sunday School Union, Londoen, '

In conclusion, we again acknowledge the goodness of God in
leading us hitherto, and pray that He would grant us grace and
strength to continue our efforts in this good work, locking fex the
blessing in His own good time and way.

J. B, FRASER,

Superintendent Willis Street School.
WM. MILLER,
 Becretary Willis Street School.
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SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT

oF :
8t Foh's Branch Schoot, Mount Gook.
e e e e
W E have much pleasure in snbmitting this the Seventh Annual

i Report of the Branch School, the past year having been
one of presperity ; and on behalf of the teachers and ocurselves,

_desire to record our thankfulness to CGlod for the success which

has attended our labors.

The meetings of the schocl are now held in the large Govern-
ment Schoolroom, Taranaki Street, called the Mount Cook, which
has proved very cormodious and convenient for the purpose.
On. this account our school will in fature be known by that name.

The attendance of children throughout the year has been good,
and at the close there were upwards of 210 on the books—-95 girls
and 105 boys, Of these about 35 girls and 45 boys belong to the
infant class, The average attendance during the year was about
160. ‘

The staff of teachers, inclusive of Buperintendent, Libi'a.rian’
and Secretary, pumbers 22—aine ladies snd 13 gentlemen. There
bave been varions chaﬁges in our staff during the year, several
of our teachers from different causes having left. Any vacancies
which, however, have-occurred, we are glad to say were filled
without much delay. We desire most particularly to mention the
loss of Miss Hewitt, who had been connected with onr school from
the time the church took the school over, snd who labored most
zealously throughout the seven years she was associated with us.
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The Library continues to be well patronised by the children,
and we trust that good work is being done by the circulation of
the class of books it contains, No addition has been made to the
library during the past twelve months, but it is intended 4o
expend a portion of the £50 bequeathed by the late Hon. W. B.
Rhodes in increasing the libraries of both th1s a.nd the parent
chool.

The children still continue to be supplied monthly with peri-
odicals, such as the “ Children’s Friend,” ¢ British Workmen,” &c

Qur orders for these have hitherto been executed by the Sunday
School Union, of London, through their depéb at Auckland. Tt

has, however, been considered advisable to establish a depdt in
Wellington, to ensure the earlier and more regular distribution of
the magazines. For this purpose steps were lately taken by the
Wellington Presbytery to carry out this object, and we hope,
during the ensuing year, that it may be permanently established.

At the commencement of the year an examination of the chil-
dren was held by the Rev. J. Paterson on the lessons which they
had been taught during the previous six months, and prizés were
awarded to the successful competitors. The examination proved
very satisfactory, and showed that much care had been taken by
the teachers in insiructing those placed under their charge. It is
intended to hold these examinstions regularly, and it is hoped
they will prove a further means of thoroughly grounding the

" children in those lessons it is the desire of all to impart.

 In conclusion, we pray that G'rod’s presence and blessing may
be with ns during the ensuing year, and that the good work may
stil} go on and prosper. -

A. HOPKIRK, Superintendent.

Copies are supplied only to fatifitale oA LD, Seeretary.

private research and may not be
reproduced without the permission
of:

The Alexander Turnbui I Library
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